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DeUits of mnvMpoDdeiifMi 


No Md daifi. 



fiesbhitkmqf thfiOovemment of 
IndU, Home, BeYonue, and 
Agncnltunl Deitartnieiit. 


From Foroira Department to 
the Home Department 


From GoYonunent of the North- t75A , llth June 1862 
Woatem Provmoea to the 
Foreign Department. 

From Inapertor General of Pohoe 63A , 23rd May 1862 
North- Weeteru ProYinpee, to 
the Goremmeni North-Wosi 
em PronnceB I 


20th Feb 1880 On the aubjeot of the enme of 
robbery by poieomiig, and of 
the moaanree roeommended 
at vanone lamee for its eup- 
preeuon 

36, 4th Feb 1863 Forwarding for diapoeal com* 
mnnioationa from the Govern - 
ment of the North-Woetem 
Provmoea, propoaing ilie ex* 
• tension the * Approver 

System'* to all oases of rob- 
bery by stnpotying or poison- 
ing. 


35, 6th May 1862 


23rd May 1862 


From Diatnct Snpenntendent 
of Pohoe and Magistrate on 
Special Duty at Donares, to 
the InspiKstor Gt noral of Police, 
North-Western Provmccs 

From Inspector General of Police, 
North Western Proinces, to 
the District Superintendent of 
Police, on Special Duty at 
Benares 


From Inspootor General of Police .261 A , 22hd Aug 1861 
North-Westein Provinoos to 
the Government, North-West • 
em Provmcen ! 


From District Supenntendont of 
Police at Benares, to the In- 
spector General of Police, 
North-Western Pronnoos 

From District Snponntendont of 
Police at Benares, to the In- 
spef^tor General of Police, 
North Western Pronnoes 


68, 5th Aug 1861 


100, 6th Ang 1861 


From Government, North- 957A , 7th Sept 1861 | 
Western Provinoes, to In- 
Bpeotor General of Police 

From Government, North-West- 753B , 18th Sept 1802 
em Provinoes, to the Foreign 
Department 

0 

£itCM4(p«ai.aB5to350) from 72A , 29th May 1862 
a r^rt from the Immecfeor 
General of Pohoe North- 
Western Provinoes i i 


Knnlosiires of Foreign 
Department oommiinioa- 
tion No 86, dated 4th * 
> February 1863 
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CONTKKTS. 


DetailH of corrMpondeoce 

No sad date 

Spbjset 

Fsgss. 

Bztraot (paras 79 83) from a 

letter from the Oovemment, 
North Western ProTinoci, to 

North-^S^estem Provinces 

1 

753A , 18th Sept 1862 

Bncloenres of Foreign Deport- 
ment oonaimnicotion No 86, 
doted 4th Febmoiy 18^ 

85A86 

jProm Government, Norih-West- 
em Provinces, to the Jtlome 
Department 

S49A, 20th Oct 1862 

i 

Submitting popers regording 
the prevalence of the crime 
of theft by the administra- 
tion of poisonous or stupefy 
ing dmgs, ond recommending 
special legislotion or some 
action ot the kind for its 
snpprcBuon 

26to28 

1 

Fxtract (para 56) from a letter 
from the General Suponnlond- 
ent of the Operations for the 
fluppresmon of 'IhofTf^ee and 
Dacoity, to the Guvernmtut 
of India in the Foreign Do 
partment 

m 17ihJnly 1861 

\ 

1 28to32 

1 

« 

Dxtiaot (paias 4 and *») from a 
letter from the Foroiun De- 
partment, to the General 
Bnpenntendont, Thuggee and 
Doooity Department 

&d4.1 10th Sept 1861 


T2 A 33 

1 

From Inspector General of Police 
North* Western Provincoa, to 
the Government, North-West 
ern Provinces 

t75A , lUth bept 1862 


Uio42 

1 

1 

From Magistrate, on tflpocxol 
Duty, Bouaios, to the Inspet 
tor General of Polioo, North 
Wtstoru Provinces 

From Magistrate, on Special 
Duty, Benares, to the Inspoo 
tor Oenoral of Police, North 
Western Provinces 

49 17th Jnlv 1862 

50, 21st Jnly 1862 

Enclosnrcs of the commu 
uuatioii from the Gov- 
erument. North Westtnr 
Proimios, to the Home' 
Department, No 8t9A 
dated 20th Ctatoher 1862 

4.Uooi 

A V> 

From Inspector General of Pobce, 
. North-Western Provinces to 
the Goveniment, North-West- 
ern Provinces 

187 A, 2 hd Sept 1862 


1 55to57 

1 

From Assistant General Sn^r 
intendent, Ihnggec and Du- 
coity Department, to the In 
spootor General of Police, 
North-Western Provinces 

256 4th Sept 1862 


67torr 

1 

From Assistant Genenl Sn^r 
mtendoni, Thnggee andl)a- 
ooity Deportment, to the 
GoneraJi Superintendent, Thug- 
gee and Doooity Deportment 

251,S0thAag 1862 


58to65 

i 

( 

Frou\Home Department to the 
Government o! the North- 
Western Provinces 

1545 6th Mar 1863 

k 

Communicating observotimis 
and orders on the above oom- 
mnmcotions 

I 06to69 


- - 
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i)etaila of conrtapoBdtiMe 



From Genml Saperteteodent, 930, 13th Sept 1865 Snhniitiiig the neetMitgr lor 
VhnrnfN end Deiooity Depart- legielating fornrtriotiiig the 

ment, to the Home X>^part- Mue of poln»ui, and snggeet- 

ment mg that the lawa on the enb- 

jert Rhonld be made more 
Btringent 


Home Department Cironlar 47074713, 30th Not 
letter to Local Governmente 1865 

and AdminutratiouB 


From Chief CommiBmonor of 
the Central ProvinoeB 

From Chief OommiBBioner of 
BntiBh^tirmu 

From Clnef Oommin^ionor of 
Ondh, and encloBuroB 

Prom GoTer^mont, North-WoHt- 
ern Ptoviuogb, and ouolosuro 

Prom GoTernmont, North- 
WoBtern ProvincoB 

From Government of Bengal 

From Government of HadroR, 
and enoloBure 


Enqoinng vhether the pro- 
poBal to rennet by law the 
poBBenmon and Bale of poiBona 
would be prodnotive of any 
good without proving oppree 
Bive 


^1-396 2lBt Doc 
• 1865 

396i.30fchDoQ 1865 

2‘»5. mhJan 1866 

229A, 2nd April I860 

515A , 17th July 1866 

2164, inth Apnl 1860 
, 746, 17th May 1866 


Repliee to Homo Deport- 
ment rireular letter No 
I 4707 47n,daiDd noth Nov. 
ember 18^ 


From Government of the Punjab 1257, 3rd Got 1866 


Homo D^artment cndoTBemont 1630, 21 hI Doc 1866 Tranafemng the above rephen 
to the Legialative Department for oonmdoration 

From General Supenntendont, 624 Isi Aug 1868 Sabmittmg BtatomenU of the 
Thuggee and Dacoity Depart- onmn of thuggee by poiBon- 

ment, to tho Home Depart- ing or by Btrangolation, and 

ment reiterating hia Boggeition 

that tho laws on the Bubfoct 
of tho Bale of imiBoni shonld 
b( made more Btnngont 


From Home Department to tho 640, ICthOet 18bv Ennniruig bow Bombay Act 93 A 94 
Govoniment of Bombay VIII of 1R66 (to roralate the 

Bale of poiBone) hao worked. 


From Government of Bombay 713, 19th Feb 
to tho Home Dopartmout, 
and enolosiires 


Sabmtttiug the report oalled 94 to 102 
for 


From Home Department to 
Government of ^ngal 


652, 19th May 1869 Forwari 


’’orwardiag a oop v of the re- 
port on the wornhoig of Bom- 
Qy Act VTII of iSOF (to 
regalato and roBtnoi the Bide 
of pobooB), and Btating that 
th^ are great difSeiiltieB in 
the way of legulatiiig in the 
matter to any ueeral pur- 
poee 
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DetAlli of oorrefposdenoe. 

No and date 

SotJeet 

Pages 

From Fomgn Depiwtmexit to 
Home Deportment 

« 

lSJ,24thJan 1872 

Forwardmg tn^o letters from 
tihe General SupenntendOTt, 
Thuggee and Dacoi^ De- 
partment relative to m 
proposals made by him for 
&e suppression of the ciune 
of thuggee by poiaoning, m 
Buggesnng an amendmmt of 
the Onmuial Procedure Code 

103A104 

From Genoral Rnpermtendent, 
Thnmee and Daooity Depart 
ment, to Foroiini Department 

61A,nthFeb 1871 

\ 

104 to 108 

Fiom Government, North* Weat- 
ern Pronncea, to General 
Bnpenntendent, Thuggee and 
Daooity Department 

2417A ,l3thSept 1860 


106 A 107 

Eztraot fparas 1, 2 6, 7, 8, 9 
and 10) of a letter from the 
GenonLl Snpenn t e n d e n t, 
ThuMoe and Daooity Depart* 
mont, to the Go\ emmont, 
North* WeaUm ProvinoeB 

751, 24th 8.pt ISeb 

4 

107 to no 

1 

Extract (pans 1, 4, 5 and 6) of a 
letter from the Government, 
North- Weatern ?ro\ineea, to 
the General Bnpenntendent, 
Thuggee and Daooity Depart- 
ment 

179A,25thFtb 186) 


110 A 111 

1 

1 

Circular from Major Hervey to 
hia Asaiatants in the Thuggee 
Department, and to Oaptam 
'Watson, on Special Duty at 
Benares 

Fiom General Supenntondent, 
Thuggee and Doroity Depart- 
ment^, to the Qovoiiunent, 
North Western Provinces 

23rd Sept 1861 

852,2l8tOct 1861 

Enclosures of Foreugn Do 
, partmunt rommniucation 
No 13J , dated the 24th 
January 1872 

111 

112 

Extract (paraa 7 and 22) of a 
letter from the General Supei 
uitendont, 'rhuggee and Da 
coity Department, to tUo 
Govenunont of Jndia, in the 
Foreign Department 

640, 31st July 1862 


112 & 113 

1 

1 

From General Superintendent, 
Thuggee and Daooity Deport- 
ment. toDistriot Supenntond 
ent of Police, on Special Duty 
at Benares. 

748, 20th Sept 1861 


’ 113 to IB? 

liixtraot (paras 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8. 9 
and 10) from a domi-offlcnal 
letter irom Major Hervey to 
Oaptam Watson 

27th Sept 1861 


115 A 116 

Extract (paras 26, 37 and 28) of 
a letter from the AssutiMit 
General Snpenntendent at 
Lucknow to Major Hervqr, 
General Supenntment 

71B, 11th Mar 1862 


m 






iXUrtiNIB. ; 


PeUlb ot oom^poodwe. 

No. ud diie. 

*■ 

^ Satdeot. 

FspMt 

Sbctmet (Pam. 1 ik 2)itf aletter 
fromm GenenlSiipannteA- 

656. mAag. 1688 ^ 


117 

dfiitti Tlraggee and ~ Baooity 
Deputment, to the Oovem- 
meiity North'Weftern Pro- 
visoes* 




Extract (pate. ^ of aUtter from 
the OoTenmieiit, North'Weat* 
ern Ftevinces^ to the Qenenl 
Supetintendent. 

780A.. 29th Oct. 1862 

• 

117 

Extract (paras. 4 and 5) of a demi- 
offidal letter from Mr. Beily, 
on Special Duty, to Colonel 
Hervey. 

22nd April 1865 


117 Alls 

> 

Extract (paras. 2 and S) from 
Colonel Hervey to Mr. Boily, 
on Speoial Duty. 

«]b, 85th i^ril 1865 


118 

• Extract fparas. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
and 10) of a demi.offlohil letter 
from Colonel Hervey, to Mr. 
Roily. 

20th May 1865 


118 A 119 

From Colonel Hervey to Mr. 
BeUy. 

459, 20th May 1865 


119 

From Colonel Hervey to Mr. 
Boily. 

474,28tliMay 1865 


119 A 120 

JBxtract from a demi<official let- 
ter from Mr. Belly to Colonel 
Hervey. 

Demi-official letter from Mr. 
Beily to Colonel Hervey. 

25th May 1865 

25th May 1865 

t Enclosures of Foreijgrn De- 
partment communication' 
Mo. dat^ the2^h 

January 1872. 

120 

120 

Extract from a demi-official let- 
ter from Mr. Beily to Colonel 
Hervey. 

80th May 1865 


120 

Extract (paras. 1 and2)of a letter 
from Mr. Beily to Colonel 
Hervey. 

30th May 1865 


121 

Extract (paras. 4, 5, 6 and 7) 
of a letter from (lolonel Her- 
vey to Mr. Beily. 

545, 10th June 1865 


121 

Extract from a letter from Mr. 
Beily to Colonel Hervey. 

14ih Jane 1865 


122 

Extract (paras. 2, 3 and 4) of a 
letter from Colonel Hervey to 
Ur. Beily. 

574, 19th June 1865 


122 

Extract horn a letter from Mr. 
Bdly to Colonel Hervey. 

Extract Jhpara. 907) from the 
Korth-Western Provinoes 

Felice Administratios Report 
id^isee. 

Extract (paras. 21, 22 and 28) 
from Ifidorl^orwhitt’s Report 
on Speoial Cnme in the North- 
Weiteni Provinoes. 

24th June 1865 

1st June 1867 

SOthMar. 1867 

1 

• 

122 

122 A 129 

1 

128 
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Details of correMpondaDoe 


No and date 


AbIiM* 


PagaBi 


Extract (pataB S4, 35, 36, 37, 38, 
30, 4laiid42)froma Reportfroml 
Captain Dennehey, Dopnty 
Inroeotor Qeneralof Polu o, to 
the Jnspeotor Genonl of Pohce,{ 
Eorth-weatern Provinoea 

Extract ^ra 360) from the 
North-vyeatem Provinoee 
Police AdmiiuBtratioii Bepoit 
for 1868 

From General Snperintendont, 
Thnmo and Dacoity Deport 
mcn% to the GoTcnunmit of 
India, in the Foreign Depart 
ment 

Tranalatod copy of the Verna 
onlor Proceedinm of Colonel 
Henrey, to the Mamatratc of 
Mynpoono 

From District Snpermtondent 
of Police, 5fyn])oono, to the 
General Suponutfudont 

Prom Distnct Snponntendent 
of Pdhoe, Mynpoono. to the 
Personal Assistant Inspector 
General of Police, North* 
Wostom ProvincGB 

Homo Department ondorsment 
to Logulative Department 


From General Rnponntendent 
Thuggee and Daooity Depart 
ment, to Homo Department 


From Colonel Hervoy to the 
Tnspootor General of Pobou, 
Pnnjab, and onclosare 


Memorandnm by Inspector 
General of Police, Punjab 


Memorandum by Depnty In- 
Bpootor General of Police, Urn* 
balla Circle, to the Inspector 
Oenorad of Pdice, Pnnjab 


Trannlated list of aothentioated 
cases of poisoning of ooonr- 
renoe in the Pnnjab 


28th Mar 1868 


MemorBndnm by General Sn]^ 
intendent, Thuggee and Da* 
ooity Department. 


745 2ithOct 1871 


ilst Sept 1871 


m 18th Oct 1871 


703 3rd Sept 1871 


113 DthFob 1872 


1201, 23ih Got 1872 


021 Sth Sept 1872 


2003 25th Got 1872 


1946 25th Oct 1872 


28th Sept 1872 


20th Oct 1872 


/ 123tol25 


125 


Fndosnros of Foreign De 
isuiment communication 
No 13J dated the 24tli 
January 1872 


L25 & 126 


12G 


Forwarding for disposal tiie 
( ommunicntion tiom the 
Foreign Dopaitnunt No 
lU dated the 24th Jonn 
ary 1872, and its oticlusurts 

Snbmittinf; papers rolatmg 
to ourtuu lustunoes ot tlie 
(rune of ihuggit by means 
of poison m tlio Punjab 


Fnclosnros tothcoommum* 
cations from the General 
\ Superintendent, Thuggee i 
/ and Daooity Department,/ 
' No 1201, dated 20th Oc ' 
tober 1872 


127 


127 to 12^1 


129 


mtolJi 


132 & 133 


133 


133 


133 to 136 


186 



OONTilltS* 


Vtl 


1)6t«U9 of MnwpOlldMMt, 


No iBd flfto 




From Homo Dmutmoiit to tlio 
General Snpetintandeni, 
Thagffoe and Daocatj Deport- 


nnmei 

eni 


From Ooneral Snpenntondentt 
Thuggee and Dacoily Depart- 
ment, to the Home Depart- 
ment 


CiTcnlar to Local Qovemmeuta 
and AdmmiBtrationa 


From Oovonunont of Modraa, 
and onclofiiiros 

From Government of Bombay, 
and enoluaurofl 

IVom Oovernmont of Bengal 

From Government, North 
Weatern Proviiicos 

From Qoicmnient of the 
Punjab, and encIoRures 

From Chief CoiAmiRHionor of 
Oudh, and oncloHuren 

From Chief CommiRHionor of the 
('eiitral Provincaa, and euelo 
Huie 

From Chief ComraisHiouer, Bn- 
tiHli Barmah, and eneloRures 

From Chief Commiaaioner, 
Coorg, and eneloenroa 

From Heaident at Hyderabad, 
and onelosares 

From General Rnponntendent, 
Thnggoo and Daooity Depart- 
ment, to the Home Depart- 
ment. 


d2,10toJan 1878 


124A, 7th itmh 1873 


219-^, 27th Hay 1873 


1500, 18th Sept 1873 

1880, Slat Mar 1874 

3903, 30th Aug 1873 
205, 19th Aug 1873 

3975, 24th Got 1873 

3141, 27th Juno 1873 


0-112 mh July 
1873 


1187-282, 18th Oct 
1873 

301-21, 14th Aug 
1873 

86, 18th Sept 187' •! 
|318A , 25th June 1874 


Bnnguig to hie aotiee aeotiOB 
322 of Act X of 1672, and 
enquiring whether tout eeo-^ 
tion will not meet the objeot 
he baa in view for the aup- 
preaaiou of the erime of rob- 
bery by poiBomng, 

Jtolyiag to ^e letter from the 
Home Department, No. 62, 
dated 10th January 1878, and 
rettorahng hie request for the 
oxtonsion of tho provisions 
of Act XXIX of 1850 to all 
India 

Ehiqumng whether the onme 
of pomoning with intent to 
rob IB prevmeiit, and iiivitiiig 
an expression opinion on 
Colonm Uorvey's proposids 


Replies to tho nrcular letter 
\ from Hume Department, 
' No 219-228, dated mh 
May 1873 


fibbmitring the paiiioulars of 
two oases ol pouomiig as 
examples that snffioiimt 
Btunent 


puius 
conviotion 


does n^ follow 


Home Department memonuidmn 
to the Legislative Depart- 


287, 25th Aug 1874 


Forwarding the above oorre- , 
mndenee, and observing thati 
Colonel Hervey’s suggenum 
for the amenumeni of the 
law on the subjeot u view to 
enlmneing the punishment 
now awardable for the erime, 
shoqld be oonsidored on the 
opcosvm of the next revision 
of the Indian l^nal Code. 


18$ ft 181 

I37tol89 

139ft 140 

140 A 141 

141 to 147 

147 ft 148 

148 

148 to 150 
150 to 152 
152 to 155 

155 to lid 
158ft 169 
150 to 163 
163 

ICi 
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CONTENTS* 


Ootails of corra^KiiidoBee. 

i 

No. and date. 

1 ^ T r 

1 

Subject. 

FSgei. 

1 

From Home Department, to 
Major Bradford Oeneiu 8n- 
perintendentt Thaggw and 
DaooSty Department 

888,8SthAiig. 1874 

Fontardiiw a oopT of the above 
oircnlar letter to Looal Qov- 
emmenta amd Administra- 
i tions, and of their repltea, and 
asking for an opinion on the 
anbieet. 

164 

From Major Bradford, (i^eral 
Saperintendent, to the Home 
Department. 

734, 30th Jons 1873 

Stating that he dooa not con- 
sider any amendment in the 
existing law on the anbjeot 
necessary. 

164 ta 138 

From Home Department, to 
Major Bradford. 

217, 22nd^iilr 1875 

Aooytinj^the opinion express- 

188 

Endoreement from Homo Depart* 
ment, to the Legielati yo Depart- 
ment. 

218, 22nd July 1875 

Forwarding copy of the above 
oorreapondenoe for infowD' 
ation. 

» 188 

• 

Extract (pama. tp to 31) from 
tlie Annual Report of Mr. 
Hobart, Deputy luttpootor 
Oonond of Police, North- 
Wostem Provinoea. on pro* 
fcBsional orime for the year 
1877, and Statomontn 1, II 
and III. 

74!)C., 31at Mar. 1878 

On tlie subject of robbery by 
poiflon, and propoeing xnea* 
aurea for its gupproaaion. 

188 to 182 

Extract (paraa. 8 A 0) of a letter 
from the OoYernmont of the 
North-WoBtorn ProriiioeB and 
Oudb, to the Iiiapeotor General 
of Police, North-Western Pro- 
vinces and Otidh. 

1 

1 

1 

Orders on Mr. Hobart’s report 
on poisoning. 

190 ft 191 

liVom OoTomment, North-Weat- 
em Provinces and Oudh, to 
all Magistratea and Deputy 
CommlasionerM of Xlistriots, 
and District Superintendents 
of Police, NortDi-Woatern Pro- 
vinoea and Ondh. , 

TiSA., 30th May 1878 

‘k 

\ 

Enclosure of the above 
\ North- Weatem Provincoa^ 

' tottar. 

/ \ 

IDl ft 192 

From Government, North-West- 
ern Provinoea and Ondh, to 
all Magistrates and Deputy 
Commisaionera of .Distnots, 
and Diatrict Superintendents 
of Police, North-WeatoraPro- 
vinoea and Ondh. 

tiSA., ISth Juno 1878 

; # 

198 





PAPEEIS 


BBLATnre to 

THE CRIME OF ROBBERY BY POISONING. 


Xztract frani the Proceodings of the Government of India tn the Hoine» Revenue, and 
Agricultural Depmment (Judlcial),>-»nnder date Fori William, the 20ih 
•pebrnary 1880. 

Head again the following correspondence with the several 
Local Governments and Administrations and other 
authorities on the subject of the crime of robbery by 
poisoning and of the measures recommended at various 
times for its suppression : — 

Extract from the Proceediugs of the Oovernment of India in 
the Foreign Department^ No. 36, dated the 4th Febrnary 
1863, and enclosures. 

From Government of theNorthijWestern Provinces, No, 846 A, 
dated the SOth October 186E, and enclosures. 

To Government of the North-Western Provinces, No. 1545, 
dated the 6th March 1863. 

From General Superiiii^deut of Operations for the suppression 
of Thuggee and Dacoitee, No. 980, dated the i3th Sep- 
tember 1865. 

Circular letter to Local Governments and Administrations, 
Nos. 4707 to 4713, dated the 30th November 1865, 
Replies to the above circular— , 

From Chief Commissioner, Central Provinces, No. 4564—* 
396, dated Slst December 1865. 

Ditto ditto, British Burma, No. 806L dated 30ih Decem- 
ber 1865. 

Ditto ditto, Oudh, No. 865, dated 17tb January 1860. 
Ditto Government of the North-Western Provinces, No. 

889A., dated 8nd April 1866. 

Ditto ditto, ditto. No. S15A., dated If tb July 1866* 

Ditto ditto, Bengal, No. 24M, dated ISfch April 1866. 
Ditto ditto, Madnis, No. 746, datei^ 17th May 1866. 
Ditto ditto, Pnlgab, No. 1857, datw 3rd Oeiobesr 
Endorsement to Legislative Branch, No. 1636, dated fist 
December 1866. 



2 


From Oeneral Si^wrintendait of Operatioiu for Uie roppres* 
noa of Tboffeoe and Daeoitee, No. dated let Ansnat 
1868. 

To OovwnmeBt of Bombay, No. 640, dated lOihOotober 1868. 
From ditto. No. 718, dated 19tb Febmaty 1869, and oiudoeiiieB. 
To Ooremment of ]^ngal. No. 658, dam 19tli May 1869. 
From Foreign Department, No. 18J., dated 84tii Jannary 1878, 
and enmoenres. 

Endorsement to Legulative Department, No. 118, dated 9tii ^ 
Febmaty 1878. 

From Oenetw Superintendent of OperationB for the suppies- 
siOn of Thnggee and Daooitee, No. 1801, dated 89tli Ooto> 
ber 1878, and euclosuret. 

To ditto ditto ditto. No. 68, dated lOrii Jannary 1878. 

From ditto ditto ditto. No. 1S4A., dated 7th April 1878. 

Circular letter to Local Goveriunenta and Administrations, 
Nos. 819 to 288, dated 87th May 1878. 

Replies to the above cironlar*— 

. From Government of Madras, No. 1600, dated IQth Sep- 
tember 1878, and enclosure. 

Ditto ditto, Bom^y, No. 186, dated Slst March 1874, and 
enclosures. 

Ditto ditto, Bengal, No. 8998, dated 80th August 1878. 
Ditto ditto, Nor&-Westem Provinces, No. 805, dated 19th 
August 1873. 

Ditto ditto, Punjab, No. 8975, dated 84th October 1874, 
and enclosures. 

Ditto Chief Commissioner of Ondh, No. 8141, dated 87th 
June 1878, and enclosures. 

Ditto ditto, Cenjjiiral Provinces, No. 8389 — 118, dated 19th 
July 1873, and enclosures. 

Ditto ditto, Biitish Burma, No. 1187—4188, dated 18th 
October 1873, and endosures. 

Ditto ditto, Coorg, NO|, 801— -81 J., dated 14th August 
1878, and enolosure: 

Ditto Resident at Hyderabad, No. 86, dated 18th Septem- 
ber 1878, and enclosure. 

From General Superintendent of Operations for the suppression 
of Thuggee and Daooitee, No. S18A., dated 25th June 
1874. 

Office Memorandum of Logislative Department, No. 887, dated 
S5th August 1874. 

To General Superintendent of Operations for the suppression 
of Thuggee and Daomtee, No. 888, dated 26th August 
1874. 

Fmm ditto ditto. No. 734, dated 80th June 1875. 

To ditto ffitto. No. 817, dated 88nd July 1875. 

Endonwoent to X<ogislative Department, No. 218, dated 88nd 
Jnly 1875. 

Bead eiao^ 

Bxiraet, pamgxaphe 19 to 81, from the annual report of Mr. 
B. T. Hobart, Deputy Inapector-Genend of Pouoe, North- 
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W«itam ‘ Frovinottf oa (nofowi9Bal«ri«Mi^ iboiB 
vteowftrlSTT. 

fiztMot, 'ptragnphs 8 (o 11, frmn • letter fredt tii« QoMm* 
flMilk N(M^.W«etera Fnrrtnoee ind Ondh, te tli« 
liMM^ laapMbnvQemenl of Poliw, No> 888A., doted SOtk 
Moy 187 Sj QommuttioKtiiig ordere on Mr. report. 

Fpom the Oovemment of tiie Nortii>Weetem Frovinoee nod 
Oedh, to oil Mitfiatrotee and Deipaif Gommianonete of 
Dtetrieto, and Dwtriot Saperintendento of Polioe in thoae 
Frortnoee, No. 58A, dated SOtib Mi^* 1878. 

Fron ditto ditto to ditto ditto, No. 65A., dated 15tii Jana 
1878 . 

Eesoltttion. — ^T he question as to the best mode of 
dealinff with the orime of robbery by poisoning has on 
several occasions occupied the attention of the Government 
of India. So far back hs July 1861 the General Superin- 
tendent of Operations for the suppression of Thuggw and 
Daooitee reported as follows to the Government of India in 
the Foreign Department on “dhatoora thuggee**-~-that is, 
robbery by the administration of poisonous drugs :•— > 

Impreswd that the moat strenooua adbrto were called for to check a 
crime from which so many of our ratgeete eaffered, that very little had 
hitherto been effected in revealing the myeterioua operations of the per- 
aons who practised it, and that a thorough and snooemful investigation 
of the atrocity wonid prove an undertaking of public importance, it bad 
long been my aim that the operations against these very dangerous 
offenders should be regularly end systematictuly taken np by the Thnggee 
Department." 

“ Government will readily appreciate the difficulty this Department, 
or in its place the Police, mnst contend with in any combined effort for 
the suppreshion of this formi<iW>le evil, if the criminals deteoted should 
be inadequately punished, of which the instance quoted in paragraph 50 
of this report is an example. The crime is committed by small isolated 
parties, generally altogether nneoanected with each other. My pre- 
decessor, whenever alluding to them in bis report to Government, has 
ever derignated them as desultory offenders, depredating independently 
of each other. The only persons known to practise the crime profes- 
sionally were some Persees and Yior Cbomare, both low-eaate Hindu 
tribes. But according to the information now pocaeeaed, the crime ie 
resorted to, not aa a distinct profesrion, hot as a ready means of robbery 
by every description of Mmaai, or loose eharactor of evmy creed and de- 
nomination, not partioalar how they acquired what (bej^ ^'red to ap- 
propriate, and ready to undertake any act of viilaayf *te«idin a daeoitM, 
to serve as a hUiai in a zonindaree qnaivel, to asm in a strangling*, or 
some other act of secret butehery,' or to lark upon the road wim poison 
ready < fer the first unwary traveller.' 'Dief do sot, m w mneh is 
known of them, form any thng amooiation, nor haeany mreamstaiioe ae 
yet teanepired to identify ttemi {nsoepi the eaeee I ItKva befime apokea of 



4 


in the Punjab) with the irue thuga. I have at this moment before me a 
budmuah recently arrested, who has committed murders with sword, with 
bludgeon, by poison, by strangling, or in any way the opportunity and 
the means at band prompted. He was a * Gentleman of the Road,^ 
like the associates ho bad picked up, assuming various disguises, as the 
occasion re<.)uired. It may easily be supposed that where the spectacle was 
once offered of the impunity with which poisoners escaped and the rare 
instances of their detection, added to the ease with which the deadly 
drugs were procurable, the crime would readily be followed by the numer- 
ous objects who in this country so successfully preyed upon the commu- 
nity, and were seady to turn their hands to any act of villany^ The prac- 
tice of empoisonm&nt would thus be speedily taken up by them without 
their necessarily forming any general confederacy for the purpose. It 
has been observed that where grime was the lesson taught, it rarely failed 
to happen that the common people should in no way be behind in resort- 
ing^ to it. It was Sir William Sleeman^s opinion, however, that the 
design of these poisoners almost always was to destroy life. But subse- 
quent experience has convinced me their intention generally only is to 
commit robbery while their victims should be in a state of insensibility 
from the effects of the drug or poison administered ; that the quantity 
administered is given at a hazard according to the practitioner's individual 
idea of the sense-retaining faculty of the person to be practised upon; and 
that the unfortunate man is left to recover or die, as the chance may be.” 

Colonel llervey accordingly suggested for the considera- 
ti(»n of the Government of India that 

(1) Act XXIX of 1860 (to amend Act XXXI* of 1838 

for the prevention of poisoning), which was limit- 
ed in its OjXiration only to the jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Courts of the Presidency Towns, should 
•be extended tc all India ; and 

(2) that the Approver System should be followed in tin* 

Thuggee Department for dealing with the crime. 

2 The Government of India were, however, of opinion 
tliat it was not necessary to extend the scope of Act XXIX of 
1850, as the ease seemed to be fully met by Section 32S of 
the Indian Penal Code. The Government also did not concur 
in the expediency of giving effect to the second suggestion 
on the ground that there was a material difference between 
the mode in which the crime of poisoning was practised and 
that of thuggee by strangulation. 

3. About the year i860-61 the frequency of cases of 
robbery by the administration of poisonous drugs then occur- 
ring in the North-Western Provinces led the local Inspector- 
G('neral of Police tn adopt special measures for the suppi^ 
sion of the crime which not seldom resulted iu the death of 
t Ijc victims, and the enquiries made under his orders tended 

* Act liiw since been repealed. 
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to shew that the offence wus perpctratt'd by gangs tlioroughly 
organised and wide-spreinl. In urging upon the local Gov- 
ernment the application of the Approver System of the 
Thuggee Department to the crime of robbery by the admi- 
nistration of poisonous or stiij)efying drugs, the Inspector- 
General wrote as follow^s : — 

* A law IS further ueceshary for the regulation of the sale or possebsion 
of deleterious drugs. In no less than four cases enquired into by the 
Police have the associates of men detected in adrainibtering dhafoora been 
found with dhaioota in their possession under etreumstapoes which left no 
doubt of the purpose for which they had thib poison, but who are not 
amenable to any law fiir such {Kissession. Ai-senie, dhaioota^ khurmaree^ niul 
other poisons aie freely brought and sold, and unless a restraint is imposed 
by law on their sale and on possession of these and other drugs, insecu- 
rity to life and property nnijt follow.^^ 

* ^ * “The victims are invariably travellers who are not missed, 
and of whose disappearance no information is rcHiorded. The crime is 
almost invariably committed in some spot where discovery of its com- 
mission is difficult ; and T am positive that the informations wc do 
leceive arc of those cases where the victims survive ; that we do not hear 
of iiian^ ca^'Cs wheie doulh euhues, but where no one u concerned for the 
murder, which is easily concealed by flouting the body in the river.^^ 

4. In reply to the above remarks the Government of th<‘ 
North-Western Provinces informed thoIusp'ctor-Gencral that 

“ no crime can be more baleful. It has not its origin in passion, jealous, , 
liatieil, or revenue. It has for its object the unlawful acquisition of pro- 
})erty by means whioli, though ulwajs endangering and not infrequently 
destroying hie, are used with a cold-blooded delilioration and indifibr- 
( nee as to con&equenceH, which distinguish its perpetrators as among tlie 
lery woist and most dangeioiis ot criminals." 

*«*!(*■» 

"Theieis an Act ul the Legislutuie in existence for regulating the 
■^ale and possession of poisonous drugs, hut it is eurieut only in the jiie- 
Kidency towns. An application which was made to the (roverument o( 
ludia for its extension some time ago was uoguiited, and it will nut 
probably he received with more favour noio." 

5. In forwardinj? the corrcjspondence to the Government 
of India in the Port'ign D<‘]>artment for consideration, llis 
Honor tho Lieutenant-Governor urged that the Approver 
System might he ?nade applicable to the crime. 

6. This and previous correspondence on the subject with 
the North- Westwn Provinces Government, the Poreigii De- 
partment on the 4th February 1863 transferred to tlie Home 
Department for disposal. Meanwhile, in October 1862, the 
Government of North-Western Provinces submitted 
direct to the Home Department the results of police in- 
vestigations into numerous cases of dhatowa poisoning, 
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confessions of some of the offenders and the particulars of 
the trials of oth^. The Local Government also forwarded 
copy of a correspondence with the General Superintendent 
for the suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee to shew that 
dhatoora poisoning was a professional and oi^anised crime, 
and strongly recommended special legislation for its suppres- 
sion in the belief that ** no measure short of that which was 
applied to the extirpation of thuggee will sufBice to suppr^ 
this system of theft by the administration of poisonous or 
stupe^'ing drugs.” Among the papers submitted by the 
North-Western Proinnces Government was a report by the 
Inspector-General of Police bringing to light a new pliase 
of the crime — that of robbery of hackeries and bullocks by 
stupefying the drivers. , 

7. On full consideration of the papers received from the 
Government of the North-Western Provinces a reply was 
returned, explaining that the Penal and Criminal Procedure 
Codes contained sufficient provisions for the suppression of 
the crime in question, and for the attainment of the object 
which the Approver System was intended to answer in resj)ect 
of thuggee and dacoitee, and that whsit was wanted was not 
any new or special law or any actibn on the part of the 
Government of India, but that the existing law should be 
properly and inielligcntly administered bjr the local author- 
ities, It was added in conclusion — 

''It is ag:ain proposed that the sale of jxiisonoiiB drills should be per- 
mitted only under licenscj and that the possession of such drugs for sale 
without a license should be made an ofTence. But I am to remark that 
the correspondence received from the Government of the North-Western 
Provinces shews that the persons who engage in the crime of robbery by 
administering to their victims poisonous and other drugs have no occasion 
to resort to the shops of druggists or others for the purchase of the 
drugs of which they generally make use. Dhatoora and kkurreareo (the 
sweet-scented oleander)^ which, or preparations therefrom, are the poisons 
most frequently used by such p^sons, grow luxuriantly in jungles and 
gardens^ and are often to be found on the. roadside. The restriction, 
therefore, proposed to be placed on the sale of deleterious drugs would 
in no way interfere with the use of these two poisons, while as regards 
opium, bhang j ehurruo, ganjah, and other intoxicating drugs, which are 
also used by the same classes of persons with a view to reduce their 
victims to a state of insensibility l^fore they proceed to rob them, these 
preparations are already required to be sold under license/^ 

8. In Angxist 1865 a Bill was inlxoduced into the Bombay 
Legislative Council tor regulating and restricting the sale of 
poisons. With reference to this BUI, Colonel Hervey, in 
September 1865, submitted a strong representatioa to the 
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Govemmentof India on the grwt prevalence throughoQt 
Northern and Central India of the crime of professional 
poisoning. He wrote — 

have from time to time ventured to urge the adoption of like 
measures upon the notice of the Oovernment of ludia. The prevalence 
of the crime of poisoning in many directions justified me in the step; and 
although I may not say that a similar catastrophe is necessary to arouse 
the same attention to the subject^ the serious extent to which the crime 
has reached} and its unabated progress throughout the country} will 
absolve me for enquiring under *as dire a necessity} the same and 
even greater restrictions shonld not be imposed by the Supreme tiovem* 
meat everywhere." 

''In the Report on the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
North-Western Provinces for 1864-65} just published} it is noticed that 
crimes analogous to thugg^ and the giving of stupefying drugs had 
revived ; and a case is quot^^ which presented 'all the ordinary features of 
the old thuggee system* (the mauifestation of which} 1 regret to say} is not 
confinM to that single instance)} of a Chumar personating a highly con- 
nected Thakoor. ' He was extremely well dressed in red turban} a 
chintz tqnio, and a gold necklace. He induced a native hahali driver 
to take him from Itmadpui*} in the Agra District, towards Jeytra, 
whither he said his son had preceded him in a palki. On the thii'd 
day*6 journey he stupefied the carter with some intoxicating drug, left 
him on the roadside, and carried off the cart and bullocks/ * 

In Bengal the crime had gained such head without detection that the 
local Superintendent of Detective Police was recently directed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor to place himself in communication with me, and 
the enquiries which have resulted have led to such astonishing revelations 
of its fatal extent in that direction, and are attended with such horrible 
details, that 1 am left to wonder what the Police could have been about* 
Several recent instances in Oudh shew that it is successfully practised 
there, combined in some cases, as in Bengal, with strangulation alter 
drugging." * * * 

"Life generally is taken, or, if the victims recover, they mostly lose 
their health and their intellect, and in frequent cases there is no Police 
detection. On the contrary, death, if reported at , all, is ascribed to 
disease, suicide, or wild beasts ; and if deat^ is escaped, silence is too often 
observ^ to avoid the charge of drunkenness or falsehood ; or, if females 
should be the complainants, of inebastity and other taunts, at the sacrifioe 
of the property wnich has Iteen robbed and of justice. 

"Merely, however, to restrict the sale of poisons would not be, I gub« 
mil with respect, to go far enough in remedim measures. The whole law 
relating to the crime of poisoning, the sale, purchase, and possession of 
poisonous or noxious drugs, might, with salutary results, be made more 
stringent." « « « <'As submitted in another place, the person who 

desires to obtain such things for criminal purposes would, in preference 
to any enacted restriction on the sale of poisons, have no need to resort 
to the dmggisPs stall or the ebemist's coante#, in a country in which 
be was abk readily to get what be wanted from the roots of trees, from 
jungle, garden, or the wayside ; or, for mineral poisons^ to tbs traveUiog 
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qnavks (vaith) who numerouBly roam tbe country vending unquestioned 
every noxious thing ; but he would have to bethink himself how to pre- 
vent his being discovered to possess them if it was made mlaw/ul to do so." 

9. The Government of India, on the 30th November 1865, 
forwanled copies of Colonel Hervey’s representation and of 
the Bombay Bill, with its Statement of Objects and Reasons, 
to the other local Governments and Administrations, with a 
request for an expression ot opinion whether such a measure 
for all India would be likely to be productive of good without 
proving at the same time an engine of oppression. The 
nsplios reoejv<‘.d contained much valuable criticisms, and the 
weight of opinion was in favour of legislation on the subject. 

10. Again, on the 1st August 1868 Colonel llervey sub- 
mitted a collection of statistics connected with the crime of 
robbery by poisoning throughout Bengal and Upper India, 
with detailed information relating to the successful exertions 
of Mr. lleily, a detective officer specially deputed by the 
Bengal Goverament, which had resulted in the prosecution 
and conviction of a number of gangs of professional poison- 
ers, who had committed the crime, with, in some instances, 
fatal consequences, in several parts of the Lower Provinces. 
In doing so. Colonel Uervey referred to bis former proposal 
for special legislation and wrote as follows : — 

# « « «1 beliove au objection to such a law was urged in the fact 
that diaioora, for iustan -e, was often need by natives for medicinal pur- 
poses. If justice should be defeated by tlicse detestable criminals making 
use of the same argument in support of their innocence, it were weakness 
for us to urge it too, if through it they should be saved from punishment.” 

* * * “As submitted, however, in my letter under advertence, the 
inconvenience of a prohibitory law of the scope advocated by me to those 
who really used drugs for curative purposes would affect a very few in 
comparison with the very many whom, tbe restriction would protect. 
They who required such things for honest aims would suffer little from 
the mere trouble of having to seek permission to possess them, while the 
effect upon those who wanted them for criminal ends would at least be 
that they would in some measnre be deterred from too readily using 
them, lest they should be discovered unlawfully to have them. 

“That the old crime of thuggee by strangulation bas been superseded 
by that of poisoning is, I believe, now generally admitted, or it would be 
admitted from the information present by these statements alone, if 
former tepolrts had not sufficiently established tbe fact; and it is only 
in continnation of my very earnest efforts for the suppression of the 
dreadful evil that I have ventured to come up to Government with these 
proposals-— an evil aeoomplished by secret means at once diaboUcal and 
cowardly, and which, if it should not be attended with the destraction of 
life in every case, the destruction thereof is so fiur contemplated that the 
purpose being effected,— namely, the robbery of the victim, — ^it is of no 
concern to tbe criminal whether the man dies or not ; his recovery being. 
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oii tlie other hand, eften attended with the sacrifice of his intellect or of 
his bodily health ; and under these conditions 1 humbly commend these 
statements to the consideration of Government." 

11. l^e Government of Bombay having in the meanwhile 
passed their Bill into law as Act YlII of 1866, the Govern* 
ment of India, in view to the disposal of the question whether 
recourse should be had to legislation to control and i^egulate 
the possession and sale of poisonous drugs in the Bengal 
Presidency, addressed the Bombay Gk)vemmeut under date 
the 16th October following, and enquired hovj the Act had 
worked, whether it had produced any tangible results, and 
whether it had been found possible to enforce its provisions 
without oppression. 

12. On the 19th February 1869 the Bombay Government 
submitted a report which shewed conclusively that Act VIII 
of 1866 had not produced any tangible results in that Presi* 
dene/; and the Government of India, after careful consider- 
ation, decided not to take any further action in the matter, 
as the difficulties in the way of legislating to any useful 
purpose appeared to he so great. 

13. In April 1873, in the course of a correspondence 
on the subject of the prevalence of the crime in the Punjab, 
Colonel Ilervey again represented the inadequacy of the pro- 
visions in the Penal and Criminal Procedun; Codes for its 
suppression. He wrote — 

"My proftosal was, aud always has been, to convert Act XXIX* of 
1850 for the prevention of poisoning, the operation of which was eon- 
6ued to the presidency towns only, into a law for all India. That law 
provides that the sentence passed upon a {lerson convicted of the crime 
of poisoning may be death or trsinsportation for life ; and under its oper- 
ation we should be enabled to obtain approvers who would always remain 
in custody, and from whom more reliable evidence might be expected 
than is ordinarily to be elicited from persons who should not be so sentenced. 
The higher panisbnfent would also have its due effect upon the ]>eople 
in the habit of committing this crime. Under the existing mofussil 
law the sentence to be awarded to a person convicted of poisoning is 
limited to ten years' imprisonment only.f This 
**** sufficient to deter the many, and it prevents 

our applying the Appri>ver System to the suppres- 
sion of the crime with any prospect of success. If death has been the 
result of the poison administered, the distinct law for murder is certainly 
strong enough for obtaining a sentence of death, or of life transportation ; 
but it is necessary in sQch cases to iudict the accused on the charge of 
that specific instance per »e, and the evidence necessary for obtaining 
conviction thereon is in oases of murder by of poison generally 

insnfficient, except on very special occasions, ^e alternative with us 


* JToto.— 'Ilihi Act luM itnee been npenled. 
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M to amiga the accused on the general charge of biff * beloogiug to the 
gang ' engaged in such practices^ and our procednre is to adduce certain 
well-authenticated instances of the crime as part of the proof of that 
charge, — not to shew that the accused was present in them, hut that ' he 
belonged to the gang* 6y which they were committed. 

"The object, then, being to suppress the crime of professional poisoning, 
it is obvious that limited sentences cannot answer the purpose, for under 
their op^gation every convict is set at liberty on the expiration of the 
period for which he was sentenced, and every approver is also similarly 
released. It is well known that professional criminals always revert to 
crime directly they have renewed opportunities for doing so, and released 
approvers have never formed any exce])tion to this general rule. They 
will return to the trade equally with the persons against whom they had 
given evidence. My object is to make all persons convicted of the crime 
of professional poisoning altogether impotent for future mischief.'*' 

14t. The Government of India, before taking any action 
on Colonel Hervey’s representation, deemed it proper to as- 
certain the views of the local Governments and Administra- 
tions on the subject. A circular letter was therefore address- 
ed to them on the 27th May 1873, forwarding a copy of 
Colonel Hervey’s letter, and enquiring whether the crime of 
habitual poisoning with intent to rob and of associating in 
gangs for this purjtoso was prtwalont in their res})ective pro- 
vinces. It was also said that it would bo desirable to know 
whether the 8ugge.stion of Colonel Hervey, that crime of this 
class should he dealt with on the thuggee system, was ap- 
proved, or whether, in the event of the punishment which “ it 
IS now legal to award being considered insufficient, any other 
alteration of the existing law is preferred.” The state of the law 
was at the same time explained in the following terms : — 

"As matters now stand, the portions of the Penal Code which affect 
this crime arc Sections 307,310, 311, and 328. Sections 310 and 311 
define and provide the punishment for thuggee ; but, inasmuch as tlie 
commission of murder enters iuto the definition of the latter offence, 
they have not scope enough to take in cases of partial poisoning. Sec- 
tion 328 deals with the special case of administering poison with intent 
to commit tm offence, but the utmost punishment it awards is imprisou- 
meut for ten years and fine. Finally, under Section 807 every case in 
which hurt is actually caused (*. c., when the victim is subjected to 
bodily pain, disease, or infirmity. Section 319) the offender may be trans- 
ported for life.” 

15 . The replies received shewed that professioital poison- 
ing was not prevalent in the Madras Presidency and British 
Burma. It was also not prevalent to such an extent in tlm 
Bombay Presidency, the North-Western Provinces, Pux^b, 
Central Provinces, Cooi^, and the Hyderabad Assigned Dis- 
tricts, as to call for any change in the law- 
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Tlie Bengal Government stated that, assuming that gangs 
of professional poisoners did or might exist, the Approver 
System was perhaps the only way of ^tting at tihem imd 
breaking them up, if it was thoroughly weu work^ sind 
supervised ; and the Lieutenant>Govemor was very strongly 
of opinion that the maximum punishment for tiiie offence 
described in Section 328 of the Penal Code should be raised, 
as proposed, by adding transportation for life to the penalties 
already prodded for in that section. The Lieutonant-Gov* 
emor also recommended that the opportunity should be 
taken to raise the maximum punishment for all attempts at 
murder under Section 307, whether hurt be actually caused 
or not. Though the crime was not prevalent in Oudh, the 
Chief Commissioner o^ that province also suggested an 
amendment of Section 328 of the Penal Code in the direo- 
tion recommended by the Bengal Government. 

16*. The opinions of the local authorities and the state* 
raents on which they were founded did not accord with those 
of Colonel Hervey ; but the Government of India thought 
that the difference was to be accounted for by the circum- 
stance that Colonel Hervey was cognizant of all the cases 
throughout India, and each local officer only of the cases in 
his ouTi locality. They therefore directed that Colonel 
llen'cy’s suggestion for the amendment of the law should 
be considered on the occasion of the next revision of the 
Indian Penal Code. 

17. Major E. R. C. Bradford having in the meanwhile 
succeeded Colonel Hervey as GKmeral SufKjrintcndent of Oper- 
ations for the suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee was in- 
vited to express lus views on the matter. In his reply to 
this reference, Major Bradford stated that he did not consi- 
der any amendment of the existing law called for on the fol- 
lowing grounds 

“There can, I think, be little, if any, donbt that the administering of 
poison with a view to roh the person to whom poison is aduiinisterod 
whereby, if death does not actually ensue, life is almost always endan- 
gered and insensibility or violent retching or vomiting and pntging 
generally cansed, is within the definition of * voluntarily cansing hurt * 
or even grievoos hurt; and such being the case, Section 394 of the Indian 
Penal Code, not Section 328 (which Colonel Hervey in his letter under 
reference appears to have considered the only one applicable to these 
cases), is that under which all cases such as this Department has any 
cognizance of should be committed and tried." 

* * * « • « # 

“Under the above section, then, I deem it, every requirement which 
Colonel Hervey considered would be fulfilled % making the now repealed 



Act XX IX of 1850 applicable to the whole of India is met, and I cannot 
conceive that more is required/' 

18. The Government of India, while accepting this opi- 
nion, intimated to Major Bradford that it would he open to 
him to modify his views, if further experience should not con- 
firm them, in which case the Government would wish to be 
informed. 

19. From a perusal of the extract from Mr. Hobart’s 
reiKjrt, referred to in the preamble of tliis Resolution, it would 
appear that the crime of professional poisoning with intent 
to rob is still prevalent in the North-Western Provinces in 
its various forms. Mr. Hobart states his opinion that this 
crime is very much concealed, and tliat such is the prevail- 
ing impreasion among officers who have luul most ex]}erionce 
in the matter. As to the grouu(& for this opinion, Mr. 
Hohart writes — 

• 

” When professional poisoners are caught and confess their guilt, the 
record is a scries of crimes extending sometimes over thirty years — crimes 
committed with almost absolute impunity and frequently unrecorded. As 
a rule, the amount taken is small, and victims do not care to lose their 
time os well as their money, and so do not report the olFence at police 
stations. Indeed, it not S(ddom happens that the victims will obstinate- 
ly deny that any stranger joined and dragged them, and cases have to 
be worked out in the face of this dogged opposition. Zemindars consti- 
tuting a panchayet are only too glad to find that a man has died by the 
visitation of God ; and such men will at times let both poisoner and vic- 
tim go, and so save themselves trouble. The chaukidar will at times 
take the sufferer off to the boundary of another village and leave him 
there, so as to get rid of responsibility.” 

The suggestions offered by Mr. Hobart for meeting the 
difficulties encountered by the Polict*. in dealing with the 
crime and for its prevention, all o| which have been approved 
by the local Government, are pmctical and worthy of at- 
tention. 

2Q. With a view, therefore, of giving publicity to those 
suggestions, the Governor General in Council directs that 
Mr. Hobaii’s report, together with the orders of the local 
Government on it, and the more important previous corre- 
spondence on the subject, be published in the form of a Selec- 
tion from the Records of the i^vemment of India, and circu- 
lated for general information. 


Obdebbd. — O rdered, that this Resolution be communi- 
cated to all local Governments and Administratious, with the 
request that the attention of Police officers may be specially 



drawn to the facts set out in Mt. Hobart’s repeat ; to the 
General Superintendent of Operations for the suppression of 
Thuggee and Dacoitee, and the Foreign Department for in- 
formation. 


Extract from the Proceeding of the Government of India in the Foreign 
Department,— No. 36, under date the 4th Febniary 1H63. 

Rkad the following despatches regarding the proposed extension of the 
Approver System*' to all cases of robbery by stupefying or 
poisoning : — • 

Letter from Sei^rctarv to Government, North-We«torn Proviiici'K, dated 11th June 
1802, No. 475A. 

#«««••* 

Letter from Secretary to Gep^ernment. Nortii- Western ProvinccH, dated 13tb 
Septeuiber 1802, No. 763d. 

*•*«**• 

OrderecT, that the above-mentioned papers be transferred to the Il^omc 
Department for disposal, . 


From Sib Gxobge Oox^prb, IJart., C.B., Secn^tary t/O the Govornmoiit of the 
Norih-AVeKlern Provinces, to Colonkl H. M. Uvkanp, C.P., Secretary to the 
Governm<;Tit of India, Foreign Department, — No. 476A, dated Nynee Tal, the 
11th June 1862. 

1 am directed to forward to you, for submission to His Pilxcellency 
the Viceroy and Governor General in Council, the accompanying copy 
of a letter, No. 66A„ dated the 23rd ultimo, and of its enclosures, from 
the Inspector-General of Police in these Provinces, and to request that 
the decision, conveyed in the letter from the Oifhdiititig Secretary in 
the Fondgn Department, No. 5343, dated the 16th of September 1861, 
to the General Superintendent for the suppression of Thuggee and 
Dacoitee, may be reconsidered. 

2, Major Hervey's proposal to extend the Approver System to eases 

of poisoning seems to have negatived solely on the ground that, 

whereas the crime of thuggee by strangulation was committed by organ- 
ised bauds, having ramifications through all India, the crime of poison- 
ing, or ot robbery by the administration of deleterious or poisonous 
drugs, is not committ^ by organised bands.* 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor’s belief is that this latter offenco is 
perpetrated by bands, almost as thoroughly oi'ganised as the gangs of 
thugs, which have now, happily, been almost destroyed by the Approver 
System, which it is now desired to apply to the extinction of the former. 
In the Police reports numerous cases of robbery by the administration 
of poisonous or deleterious drugs being observed, communications on the 
subject were opened with the General Superiiitondent for the suppression 
of Thuggee and Dacoitee, but with little or no result; After the forma- 
tion of the new Police, the attention of the Inspector-General of Police 
was directed to the subject, and it was not long Vefore reason was found 
for believing that the general impression of robbery by admin istration 
of poison being an organised crime was correct 
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4. The measares that were aubsequentlj taken bj this OoTerntnent 

• From Inspootor-Oe. apparent from the encloeed oopme of cor- 

neral of Police of the rcnpondence,* which, though Captain Watson's 
Nforth-Wcitera Pn^ enquiries were not at the time, and are not even 
now, complete, mil serve to shew that there are 
and two encloaureii. regrularly organised gangs who follow the cnme 
To ditto dittoe Ko. of robbery by administering deleterious or poisonons 
drugs as a professions The facts Urns elicited, in 
* * the very commencement of Captain Watson's in- 

vestigations, have been further confirmed as they have proceeded ; vide 
paragraphs 9, 10, and 11 of Mr. Court's letter No. 63 A., dated the 23rd 
ultimo. Captain Watson's complete report will be submitted hereafter 
to the Government of India if required : but the conviction 6u the 
Lieutenant-Governor's mind is very strong that the crime under present 
notice is no less systematically committed by organised bands of pro- 
fessional poisoners than used to be the crime of thuggee. The only 
difference is that drugs, which will certainly deprive any human being of 
his senses for a time, and may very probably destroy him, are used instead 
of the handkerchief. Iliere is no difference in the degree of atro/jity. 

5. If, as assumed, the only reason for rejecting the proposal to apply 
the Approver System to crime of this class was, that it is not systemati- 
cally committed by organised bauds in association, scattered over the 
country, then j)ossibly tiie Oovernnieut of India may see fit to recon- 
sider their decision. The Inspector-General of Police shews that the 
provisions of Section 209 ef^ seq. of the Criminal Procedure Code do not 
meet the exigency; and the Lieutenant-Governor is of opinion that by 
the Approver System alone will the Government be able to extinguish 
this organised system of robbery by poison, and to break up the gangs 
who professionally follow it. 

6. In those cases in which death ensues, and in which it may be 
proved that the offender lias l)een habitually associated with other or 
others in committing robbery by the use of stupefying or poisonous 
drugs, the offender may be identifi^ with a thug under Section 310 of 
the Penal Code ; and in that case he would be dealt with as a thug 
might be dealt with, but, though some of these gangs intend, and provide 
for the commission of, murder, this m not universal. Death does not 
always ensue, although there must always be a chance of death being 
caused. It is advisable, therefore, that the Approver System sliould be 
extended explicitly to all cases of robbery by the administration of 
stupefying or poisonous substances or fluids, whether death ensue or not. 
There is an organised system of crime committed by professional gangs 
in association and in communication with each other, and this, His 
Honor apprehends, can be no more effectually suppressed than thuggee 
could have been without the exceptional plan of operation which was 
sanctioned for, and has nearly succeeded in, its extinction. 

Fi’om M. H. CoUBT, Esq., Tnspcotor-General of Police of the North-Western 
Provinces, to SiB Geobgb Coufxb, Bsxt., C.B., Secretary to the Gover- 
ment of the NoTth-lVestern Provinces,— No. 63A., dated Nynoe Tal, the 23rd 
May 1862. 

I have the honor to forward a copy of a letter from Captain 
Watson, District Superintendent of Police, specially commissioned for 
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inyestintioii of offences by poisoning in the Division of Bensres, and 
copy of my letter in reply thereto. 

2. I take the opportunity of respectfully begging the Government 
of India to reconsider the Resolution by whioh admission of persons 
convicted of administering poison for 4 ;oinmi 86 ion of robbery cannot be 
allowed as approvers/^ and regulating that^ whenever an offer of pardon 
is considered advisable^ such pardon should be offered under the con« 
ditions of the common law« i. e*^ under Sections 209| 210, and 211, 
Chapter VII, Act XXV of 1861. 

5. The difference between pardon as an approver and (under the 

sections quoted) as Queen^s eeidenee b very material, as I will attempt 
to shew. • 

4. Pardon as an approver b held out to a criminal against whom 
sentence has been awarded, u e., after trial and conviction. Such pardon 
b conditional on the criminal telling nothing but tho truth. The 
sentence is capable of being carried into execution if the conditions are 
broken, and the criminal doe# not get liberty from surveillance. 

6. Conditional pardon under Section 209 of Act XXV of 1861 is 
given h/sforCy and avoids trial and conviction, and, as such, is in practice 
only applicable to individual crimes. The conditions of the pardon are 
more easily avoided or broken without discovery, or with great facility 
of escape from the consequences, and the pardoned criminal is released 
on the conditions being fuUilled. 

6. Pardon as an approver, which is in reality only permanent suspen- 
sion of execution of sentence, is for the following reasons necessary in 
dealing with criminal associations 

1^/. — Because revelation of crime, and the l>etrayal of accomplices, 
will not be obtained where release follows such revelation, release being 
in reality sentence of death. The guilty parties denounced, but who 
have avoided apprehension, would seek and take any op|:>ortuiiity for 
destroying the denouncer, and doing away with the witness of their 
guilt. 

ind , — Where the evidence b tliat of an ‘accomplice to a series of 
crimes; a full or on the other hand a truthful revelation is not obtained by 
offer of conditional pardon as Queen*8 evidence. On tlie one baud crimes 
are fabricated which never oceuwed, in order to make it appear that the 
information given is of great value; and on the other hand crimes which 
have occurred, but in which the parties concerned are at large, are con- 
cealed, because of the inevitable consequences of denouncement ; and in 
consequence of part of the story being proved to be false, the evidence 
g^ven is valueless, where true. 

^rd . — Persons who have been onoe engaged in extended crime will 
certainly recur to the profession after release, aud it is necessary such 
should be kept under surveillance. 

7. There are other reasons, but these given are the most forcible. 

8. Captain Watson's report on the investigations made by him has 
not been yet submitted, b^ause be has but recently obtained fresh and 
important information of the exbtence of two large gangs of profes- 
sional poboners. 

9. Mussumat Brij Bussb (whose sentence has been remitted by the 
Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor), Mussumat Chowrassia, and Musst. 
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Part 4 ibeea^ al%a% Pertaboo, have all given confession, in which between 
70 or 80 persons, belonging to the following gangs, have been denounced : 
Zalim Sing's gang of about 300 persons. 

Dullturnun Sink's gang of about 60 „ 

Narayun Doss's gang of about 40 „ 

10. All these three commence by relating I am a thug and a 
member of a gang of thugs.*' They then give details of the several 
crimes committed. 

11. Other evidence has been obtained suflScient to convince that rob- 
l>ery by administration of poisonous drugs " is systematically committed 
by associated gan^s still at large ; that death frequently results from 
the administration of the drug, and, in the case of Zalim Sing's gang, 
the murder of the victim was intended and fully provided for,* and with 
the proofs before me of.tliis system being as extended, I believe, as the 
system of robbery by strangul?iti6n, 1 venture to urge upon the Supreme 
Goverunient the extension of the Approver System to all crimes of this 
nature. 

12. Chowrassia and I'ertaboo are both under trial ; their stories are 
full of gaps, which shew a groat deal of information is still withheld, 
and 1 have demi-otti<*ijillY directed Captain Watson to await reply to 
this letter before offering conditional pardon as Queen's evidence. 

From Captain d. T. Watson, District Superintendont of Police and Magistrate on 

Spocial Duty at IJeuarcH, t ) M. H. CornT, P>q., Inspector-General of Police 

01 the Nortfi- Western ProvinccH,-— No. 36t dated the Gtli May 1802. 

1 have the honor to submit the following point for your consideration 
and for reference to higher authority should you think such a course 
advisable. 

The system of admitting approvers to a conditional pardon on 
ccitain stipulaUni terms obtains in the Thuggee Department, and differs 
entirely from the pardon which a Magistrate is competent to offer under 
Sectiou 209, Act XXV of 

I forward an extract *oF a letter* from Major Hervey, General 
♦ M ’or Htn*vc Go Superintendent, in which be mentions in detail 
Iionil SutNjriiiU'n^Jnt of several very cojrent reasons against tenderinff full 
Oponitiuns for the Hup- pardon to professional criminals, and I can urge 
prossioii of Thiiggw uiid nothing likely to strcngtiicn the serious objectifms 
Dacoitec. ^ course adduced by the above-named officer. 

The question arises, Are persons who are concerned in the offence of 
‘^administering stupefying drugs with intent to commit offence," ride 
Section 328, Act XLV of 1861, to be considered identical with those 
concerned in thuggee as detiiied in Section 310 of the same Act? 

Although death is not the invariable result, it is the occasional con- 
sequence of the offence — the intention of the culprit is theft; but 
Scctiou 800, Act XLV of l-^Gl, distinctly states that it is murder, if the 
person committing the act knows that it is so imminently dangerous 
that it must in all probability cause death or such bodily injury as is 
likely to cause death." In this aspect of the case a dhatoora-poisoner is 
“ a thug," u e,, because an injury likely to cause death for tbe purpose 
of committing robbery ; and if a thug," the conditional pardon is the 
only pardon that should be offered to him if required as an Approver. 
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My object in bringing this subject forward is in tlie hope that explicit 
ordei's may be given extending the Approver System, now existing in 
tlie Thuggee Department, to the crime of professional poisoning with 
intent to commit theft. 

I submit that I am not incorrect in supposing that, as the law now 
stands, a Magistrate has a reasonable ground for admitting approvers in 
dhatoora coses to conditional pardon, but officers would be saved miudi 
embarrassment if the law was more explicit on this point. 


From M. IT. Oouur, Esn., Ins|MH'ior-Gencral of of the Nortli-Wostevii 

Proviik*<*s, to (Uirr.4.fN J. T. Witson, iJintricl Supennt4»n(leiit of Poliet% on S|n*»*ia.l 

Duty, Douarus, — iluted Nyneo Tal, the 23rd May 18(52. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 35, 
doled tlie 0th instant. 

*2. Section 8L0 descri))cs ^ thug as any one who shall have been 
haliHually as^ionafed with any other or otkere for the purpose of (lom- 
mit ting robbery by means of or accompanied by murder, 

3. Cnless, therefore, you can prove that any poisoner has been associ- 
ateil with even one other person for commission of one robbery, in which 
murder has been actually committed, I do not think a charge can be 
sustained under Section 310 of Act XLV of 1800, which evidimtly rc- 
(juires a murder, though only a single one, to have been committed by 
the association, in order to convict a member of such association, against 
whom proof of murder cannot be found, of being a thug. 

4. I do not think you will have inncli difficulty in doing so, with 
such poisoners ii.s you can prove to belong to either Zaliin Sing’s, Dull- 
tumun Sing’s, or Narayun Doss’s gang; and wherever you can estab- 
lish the fact of one death having resulted from the administration of 
dhatoora or other drug, every member of the association bocointjs a thug 
under Section 310, and liable to transportation for life under Section 311, 
of Act XLV of J860. 

5. It is most essential that you should on every opportunity avail 
yourself of opportunity to apply Sections 310 and 311. That the cririn^ 
of rol)bcry' by admin istration of poison is committed by members of asso- 
ciations, systematised to an extent of which we probably have not yet 
f>b(aineil lull information, appears beyond doubt ; and th«? task is before 
us not of convicting men guilty of individual otfence, but of destroying 
a syst.cin and the gangs guilty of this offence. 

6. I hope to be able to get the Approver System extended to dlia- 
toora and other poisonings, and have applied to Governmeut agaiu on 
tlio subject. 

7. If allowed, it becomes more than ever an object get tlie full 
sentence authorised by law passed ; and you should officially inform the 
Judge of the extent of the crime, of the insufficiency of any mitigated 
punishment for its suppression, entering yourself, if necessary, as a wit- 
ness for the prosecution. 

8. It may happen, and freqmmtly so, that a poisoner sentenced to 
transportation for life will, after conviction and such Rentenco, not only 
turn approver, but be most valuable as such, although, before corivic- 
ti<»n, he .strongly denied knowledge of liits accompliccB. If, tberef'»re, 

a 
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the Approver System he conceded, it will he more than ever expedient 
to urge full sentence of punishment^ and^ whenever you can obtain a full 
return, to offer conditional remission of sentence, for betrayal of accom- 
plices and information ; the approver, of course, remaining under sur- 
veillance for life, and receiving the necessaries of life at the cost of 
Government. 


From M. II. Coxtut, Esq., Inapector-Genoral of Police of the North-Western Provinces, 
to Sib Qbouoe Coupeb, Bart., and C.B., Secretary to the Government of the 
North-Western Provinces, — No. 201 A., dated NyneeTal, the 22nd August 1861. 


intondent of Police nt 
Deiinrefi, to the liiBi>ecior- 
Gunernl of Police of the 
North-We9ternl*rf>vinc«^«, 
No. 08. dated the 6ih of 
Angusi 1861. 

From District Siqwriu- 
of Police ut lh‘- 
niires, to tlio In8[M?ctor‘ 
(leneriil of Police of the 
N ortli* Western Proviuees, 
No. iliiUd the Clh 

of August I8(il. 


1 have the honor to forward herewith copies of letters as per margin, 

From Wstrict Super- WateoD, District Superiu- 

tendent of Police at Benares. 

2. 1 think there can be no doubt but that Captain 
Watson has obtained good and reliable informa- 
tion, that if promptly followed up will lead to the 
detection, apprehension, and conviction of a large 
conipletely organii?ed gang of poisoners who have 
evidently been in existence for some years. 

3. It will l>e most important, not only to eradi- 
cate; these criminals, but to obtain as close uii 
insight as ])ossiblc into the org.anisation (it appears 
they had a Rajah at their head ; on his death his 

widow was acknowledged their leader, and is styled by Jowala Pershad, 
the Kanec rjulloiO of the accomplices and assistants, and other agency by 
which the plunder is conveyed the leader ; of the degrees of subonli- 
iiation, the rules of*, and the peculiar language used by, the sociely. 

4. This information can only be obtained by ai)provcrs, formerly 
members of the gang. Bri j Bussia, the prisoner in the Benares Jail, should 
be accepted sis one whoso stories can be backed by the revelations of any 
otluirs whom it may be found expedient to accept hereafter as approvers. 

5. I think the evidence obtained so important as to require the em- 
ployment of an officer specially for its investigation in aid of Major 
UiJrvey, and his Assistant, Captain Chamberlain. The latter officer has 
already so many important cases under investigation that he could not 
devote his attention to this case only, and although his experience would 
be of the greatest a<lvantiLge, I think undivided attention will be found 
more fruitful than experience in this case. 

6. Captain Watson, having obtained the first clue to the gang, m^iy, 
T hope, be given the opportunity of conducting the investigation, success 
in which will add considerably to the creditable name he has already 
acquired at Benares. 

7. It will be necessary, should this be approved of, that this officer 
receive a special commission, extending his powere of a Magistrate to 
any part of the North-Western Provinces. Generally speaking, his pro- 
cedure will be more of a judicial than a police character, and Captain 
Watson^s powers as a Magistrate are at present limited to the Benares 
Division, whereas the count<ry haunted by the gang certainly extends to 
Cawn|^>rc, and apparently to Central India and Bundclcund. 

8. In order to induce Brij Bussia to make full revelation of all she 
knows, I would propose that remission of her sentence be offered to her 
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on condition of her g^iving all the information she can^ and of her 
naming and pointing out every member of the gang and every receiver 
of the property plundered by them--*the release from con6nement to 
commence so soon as her pan of the contract is fulfilled ; that, if this 
offer be accepted, the Superintendent of the Central Prison be directed 
to relieve ber from labour, to relax any severe discipline, and to allow 
Captain Watson free communication with her, either by sending her to 
Captain Watson or allowing him to see her. 

9. If she tarn approver, it will be necessary for some time at all 
events to protect her from her former associates, and to provide her with 
the necessaries of life, otherwise she will certainly fall a victim to the 
vengeance of those betrayed by her. 

10. Lastly, 1 would recommend that Captain Watson be directed to 
consider himself under the direction and guidance of Miqor Hervey. the 
head of the department for the suppression of this crime; that the 
information from time to time obtained be furnished to him, and bis 
advice and direction olitained in selection of any others as approvers. 


From Captain J. T. Watson, District Superintendont of Politje at Bonaros, to M. H. 
Col? ST, Esq., Inspector-Qciieral of Police, North’-Westom Provinces, — No. 98, 
dated the 5th August 1861. 

Ill accordance with the instructions contained in Circular Order 
No. 16, dated Allahabad, the 26th of June 1861, I have the honor to 
forward a copy of certain notes taken by me regarding tlio crime of theft 
by poisoning. 

(yf Notes made hy Captain J. T. Watson on the crime of theft ly poieoning. 

A i1et«*('iivi.‘ constable uumed Fukeor Miiwcr, lieloiifung to the Benares District Police, 
re|K)rtcd that u wivninn, with whom ho was iicquaiutcd. told him that slio would give some 
infonnation rogarditig a system of drugging which has boon carried on for tho but few 
years iu this and the neighbouring districts. I had this constable with tho woman brought 
to me, nml 1 have clicitoil the following facts : A cortuin llajpootueo, naniod Brij Bussin. 
alias Judd HnnscM*, who was im|irifloncd 18 months ago for noing implioutod in a case of 
drugging, had in course of <!ouveraatiori mentioned tho names of several of hor assooiatoH to 
tho WO] nan with wlioin the constable was acquainted. 

I obtaitUHl Dr. Nuismith’s leave to have an interview with the female prisoner nltove 
named, and after some little demur on her part, and assurance from me that no injury 
could accrue to ber from any revelation she might wish to make, she made tho following 
dischmiircs: That she w'as one of a gang of men and women wdio obtained a livelihood 1>y 
drugging travellers and others, stealing from them ftuib valuables as they hod while they 
were in a stato of uncousciousness. Their mode of operation is as follows 

They liavc a chief, whom she had never soon and who few of tho inferior membm of 
the gang have ever seen, who em[)loyed them, and to whom they made over through 
agents the pro|)crty stolen, and who gave them a full half of all they earned ; this man WM 
knowm to her by the name of .lowala Pershad, and he residtrs in Oawnporo; she bad often 
received money from him, but she was always |Miid by a woman of tho Brahmin caste 
naimti Cliowrassia, a resident of Golnb Dopal|>orc, iu the City of Oomckpore. 

When the master of the gang gave the onler, they started on thi^ir expoditiona ; one 
num goncrully accompanied each girl, and very often an old woman joined them. Wlton 
a traveller, who seems likely to liavo money, is discovered, the girl, W'ho is provided with 
n few jewels, and is generally well dressed, manages to olrtain his notice and pretends she 
luu> lost her )<urty, and that her husband has loft her, or that she has lost her husband and 
his ]iarty. 'Hic traveller, beguiled by this story and ensnared by her blandishments, com- 
mcoces an acquuintimoe, permits the woman to accompany hln^t and thus an intimacy oom- 
mcnciTS, and she chooses her opportunity to mix some dbatoom with his food ; and wlulr 
he is in a state of infumsihiUty she pnrloiiis his valuables, and again joins her party, who 
though not immediately in sight, have never been very far from the girl and her victim. 
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Tljc> fallowing are the tiniDCS of BOnie of the gangs residing in the City of 
Ih'iiurejt ; — 

Kurthaegtt Koorme and Mungnl Koorinc^ residenU of Mobullah Burkecpecree. 

MiiBmiuiut Hiidduali Georidario, of the saino mokiilltth. 

Muiigriti Ahei'in, of Mobullnh Juggiirnharrec. 

The woumti Brij IhisHia uIho Htates tiiat the head of the gang in the Qoruckpnr Distrirt 
ift a man of the name of Ghuttee Ihirha/^ of MolmlLih Koonceporc, in the City of Gorack< 
pore ; fdio states that t )iis man, besid(;H being connected with the poisoners, is also a noted 
budmasby and that be still bail in his possession pi'operty which be plundered during tin* 
disturbances from the house of a Mr. Birch, at Goruckpore. 

She further Htates that the gang employ no signs or any kind of language, and that 
there are many inembcrs known only to the headmen. 

« When she wus uskisl how it was that women entrusted with jewels by the head of the 
gang did not run away, she replied that no girl wtui ever trusted abme with valuables, and 
that eitber an old woman or man, or bulb, accotnimnied the cx)ieditions. 

She said that the men of the fraternity sometimes robbed courtezans with whom they 
became intimate., and Hometiines other women with w'hom they had intrigues, hut lulded 
that to her kriowledg** most, of the business was carried on by females. 

Filially, this woman saitl .she woiibl mention parties ojnpbyed in this busiiiesH, both irt 
Mirziipore and Azimghur. 

The following I'acts are clear : — 

The gangs arc composod of men and w'oineii of diifi‘rciit castes ; they are not orga 
nixed ho tlutrouglily as thugs; the head tKioplc act through agents. 

Other criim;.s are coiiiinitted as well ns drugging. 

Oawri|iorc is mentioned as the houd-ejuarWrs of the iniquity. 

Since writing the above notes, 1 liavc been so fortunaU* as to secure 
tlie person of Jowala Persliad, mentioned by Brij Bussia as the bead ol 
the ganjr. He rcsid(;s sometimes at Cawnpore, but hapj)enin« 3 ^ to bi 
here, 1 had him appioheuded. I am following the matter up closely, 
and liMve ^ivon information to the difTereni Police o(Fi<‘ers in \vh<»sM 
districts members ol' tbe^’inii;’ are said to reside. 


From (’aptain .1. T. Watson, District Superiiitemlcnt of Police at Benares, to M. H . 
OorUT, Ksq.. Iiispi'clKii-GciK'nil of Police, North- Western Provinces, - No. lOo, 
dated the Otli August iHfil. 

In continuation of my letter No. 9'' of yesterday's date, 1 boo* to 
g‘ive u fiirtlier extract from my notes : — 

“ Brij Bussiu makes the following Htateuieiii iui)>lieating Jow'ala Persbad as an accom- 
plice ill the crime of theft by poisoning. She says .MuHsamut Cliowrassia and [ with 
.lownltfc Persbad started on an <;xpeditioii of the usual nature. Cliowrassia and I went on 
ahead. When \vc were about 5i miles on the oast side of (ioruckixire we saw tw'o travel- 
lers. Brahmins, coming from Moznffer)K)r«\ Cliowrassia mid 1 bi^gan to sing and bs>k at 
them, and they eoiniiieiiecil talking to us. They told us they were going to Guriiek)>ore, and 
u.sked IIS to a<‘(v»iii]»an> them. We (Minseiited. and ivhen it beeniiie evening wc, put up at 
a village iiiuikhI Koosine on the Koaiiia Glial road. We sat down near the door of a inis- 
tree’s liouse, and the Brahiniiis gave us some pice to purcliiiKC* gram (ehariu ?). 1 went 

and got some, and wlu n retiiriiiiig I mixiHi .some dlmtoom seeds with iU The Brahmins au, 
niul soon became itiseusible CMiowras.sia and I then took from the Brahmins two gtiid 
uiohiirs, one nnth, two silver kurralis.aiid we gave these things to Jowala Pershiid. SliortB 
aft or. as wo wore alxiut to go away, the iiiistrc*' ojioned the door of his house, and, siting 
the insensible state of the Briihitiiiis, ho beat Cliowrassia with a shoe and then sent us to the 
(IiuiiiihIi. Nothing was found on us, as Jowahi Persliad hud the properry, and tho Bruh- 
iiiitis would not proseeuU'. They w ere gi»iiig homo to be married, mid besides being ashamn'd 
of sometliing that had passed, tliey did not wish to be detaiuod on their journey.— so 
(Miowrassiu and I wiui- lei go. Jowubi Persliad only gave us a new chiidder each for this 
business. This happimcd alpuit two years ago. 

” Jowida Persbad was present during the iiarralion, and admitted that be had ri'ceivcd 
the stolen property, mid excused hiniAoIt tor not having given Brij Ifiissii and Ohowriissiu 
their sh.ire by suyiiig that the ll.ijiih was the distribnfor »>f the .sharc.s of plnuibuiid 
properl \ - 



Tliij* aliusiuii tu Uu' K'lj ih led tii fiirthor :tud ii Tipprurs thntlhi> Kiijith 

vuttHiit WH 0 II lUHii called Kajali /ulini of Mulwn Chiittcporo, Taknree* JimvaIk rerHliaii 
8tato8 that ZhIiiii Siii^ wna the real liead of the }N>iMtiiers, lUid that he wiii maroly liiaimfcnt; 
that wluni the llajah died the Kuiieo Lulloo. hia wife, carried on the hneiiiesa. She has now 
^r«lle aootb ol Piinuali, and he eays ho can jtivo her place of roRidence if forKiven, but he will 
not uriec up ChowniaaiH. The trmh is, Chowrasaia is still working for him ; she was seen about 
five data upo poiiip out of the cirj* nurthivards. Ilnr jewids are in pawn at a c(*rtaiu 
jeweller's, and she will surely return for them, and will probably make tor Jowula I’ershad’s 
house*. 1 shall have some uue there to meet her.** 

I trust these extracts of my not4?9 may prove iisefuL Though in- 
complete in themselves, they may furnish a missing link, or taken with 
other information received from different ijuuiiers, may comphtte a case 
or suggest a mode of action. • 


From SlE (iEOUOB CotrCKR, IWt., O.Jk. Secrelaiy to the (loveniment the 

North- We.storn Provinces, t<t M. 11. roCUT, Kso.. lnspecior-(M*neral of Police, 

North- Wchtcni ProvinccM, — No. 1157 A, dated Nviuh* Tal, the 7ili SepU*mber 

18(51. 

I have received and laid before the Lieutenant-Governor your letter 
No. 201, dated the 22iid ultimo, and its enclosures, regarding un organ- 
i.#d gang of poisoners, the existence of which has been discovered by 
Captain Watson, the District Superintendent of Police at Benares. 

2. In reply, I am to state that all your proposals for the detection 
and apprehtmsion of the members of this gang are fully approved. 

8. Captain Watson will conduct the investigation, and will be invest- 
(?cl for the purpose witli full powers of a Magistrate in every district 
which he may visit. The necessary notification will appear in the Gov- 
('iTimeiit Gazette. 

1. Keniission of her sentence may be offered to Brij Russia on condi- 
tion of her giving all the information she can, and mmning and pointing 
out every member of the gang, and every receiver of the property plun- 
dered by them ; her release from confinement to take place* as soon as her 
part of the contract is fulfilled. If she accept the offer, the Superin- 
tendent of the Central Prison will be directed to relieve her i'rom labour, 
to relax any severe discipline, and to allow Captain Watson free access 
to her, 

5. If she turn approver, you will take your own measures for pro- 
tecting her from her former associates, and for proviiliiig her with the 
necessaries of life. 

fi. Captain Watson should be directed, as you suggest, to con- 
sider himself under the direction and guidance of Major Hervey, to 
whom he will furnish such information as he may acquire during his 
deputation for the investigation of this crime, and to whom he should 
also look for advice aud iustructious. He will send duplicates of his 
reports to you. 

7. In conclusion, I am to beg you to convey the thunks of the 
Lieutenant-Governor to Captain Watson for the tact and ability which 
he has evinced in the preliminary enquiries into this important matfer, 
and to express the Lieutanant-Governor’s hope 1;hat he will still further 
distinguish himself by bringing the measurcH, to be a<Jopted for tbe ex- 
tripatiou of this gang to successlul issue. 
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Tioin SiH Gboboe Coubeb, Bavt., C.B., Secretaiy to the Governmoiit of the 
North- WeBtern Provinces, to Colonel H. M. Duband, C.B., Secretary to tlie 
Qovemment of India, Foreign Department, —No. 763B., dated Nynee Tal, the 
13th ^ptemW 1802. 


In continuation of previous oon’espondcnce* I am directed to for- 
ward to you, for 


to you, 

the consideration of 
His Excellency the 
Governor General 
in Council, the ac- 
companying copy of 
an extract (para- 
graphs 335 to 350) 
from a report from 
the Inspector-General of Police, No. 7 2 A., dated the 29th May last, 
and paragraphs 79 to 83 of the reply thereto, and to repeat the request 
that the Approver System may be made’ applicable to the crime of 
robbery by the administration of poisonous or stupefying drugs or 
fluids. 


* Extract (paragraph 56) from a letter from Oenend Super- 
intendent of Optirutiona for the Suppreafiion of Thuggee and 
Docoiteeb No. 566, dated l7tb July 1^1. 

Extract (poragrapha 4 and 6) from a letter from the Officiat- 
ing Secretary to the Oovernmout of India, Foreign Department, 
to the General Snporintondent, No. 5843, dated 10th September 
1861. 

To Secretary to the Government of India, Foreign Dopart- 
menU No. 475 A., dated llth Juno 1862. 


Extract (parngraphg 335 to 350) from a Report from the Inspector^Goneral of 
Polico, — No. 72A., dated the 29th May 1862. 


Para, 335 . — Thefin by poisoning. — ^Twenty-eight cases only are 
reported, but I think there are grounds for doubting whether half the 
crimes committed are brought to light* 

836. My attention was directed to these oflences by the mysterious 
murders committed in Oonao, and by the fact that the features of all the 
coses reported to me were exactly the same, whether the crime was com- 
mitted in the M^rut or in the Benares Division. This led me to infer 
that a system was at work, and that the poisoners were associated with 
each other for the commission of these crimes and worked under a 


defined plan. 

337. In order to ascertain how far this snpi)osition was correct, 1 

issued an order to 


Horih- W&ttem Pravinoes Police Order No, 16, dated Allaha- 
bad, the mh June 1861. 

The Inspector-General of Police directs the special attention 
of District bnperiiiteiulents to the crime of theft” by 
administering poison, or deleterious drugs, to the direction 
coutainod in Circular dated 8th February, uddressod to Deputy 
Inspectors-Oeneral for cominiiiiication to them. 

2. The apecial reports reoeivod during the last two months 
shew that this crime is very prevalent, and though in the 
majority of the cases reporteii loss of life has not occurred, 
still the offence is of serious enormity. 

8. It is believed by tho Insiwctor-Gcneral that the guilty 
partiea are, with few exceptions, members of an organised 
gang, and though working probably in detached parties, still 
cartying on their operations on a system. 

4. District Superintendents and Magistrates appear to treat 
each cane ns an individual occ^irrencc, and under this treatment 
are content if procyf is obtained against the pirty coiicertied 
in each separate case. As long os their enquiries stop at this 


the Police (margin- 
ally quoted) laying 
down, not only the 
measures to be taken 
for the apprehension 
of poisoners, but, 
which was far more 
important, the en- 
quiries to be made 
whenever the of- 
fender was seized* 
338. The great 
mistake has hitherto 
been made in deal- 
ing with such crimes 
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point, It will rMiiain doubtful how far the criuilualti are con- 
nected with each other. 

5. It ifi only in canes of the apprcbeiiaion of the f^nilty party 
that opportunity is found for ascertaining whether tiie poisoners 
act individnally and without connection with oach other, or 
whether, as there is good ground for believing, Uioy arc associ* 
ates ill crime. 

6. The InspectoroGencral, therefore, direete tlmt on every 
occasion of the capture of a poisoner the following facta bo 
enquired into and substantiated 

I. — ^Thc name, caste, and residence of the prisoner, the time 
of halving his village, the pur])oso on which it was supposed 
he left, Aud the company in which he left. 

II. ~The idoces visited by him, and whctlier any crimes of 
this nature have hetm committed by p<*rsoiiH uukown in the 
neighbourliood of aud about the time of his arrival at each 
place. 

III. — The character and means of livelihood of the prisoner 
as known in his villugi\ and the means by which he sustuiuod 
himself during absence from resideuoe. 

7. A full enquiry into these (.kruiits will pmbiihly elicit 
further facts rccpiiring invcstlgatiotf which will of course be 
made, and ov«Ty stateniout made by the pristmer, whieh may 
prove false, will bo carefully noted as 8tis]>icious. 

8. At*the close of the enquiry a full re|iort will ht* uiailo to 
the liisjHjeior-Ooiieral of each eiifio, wlio will thereby be able 
te trace any link connecting the eriiiies comiiiittcxl in one with 
f||||||ie perpetrated iu other districts of the North-West, which 
Distriet Si^lieriiitemleiits cannot do. 

9. The (lirei'.tlotis given in Circular of 8th February, if 
promptly followed, should load to the approlnmision of most 
of the ofTendei's, oud this rosnlt Inui been attained by IHatrict 
Superintendents wdio have been guiikd tboreby. The grtini 
}ioint is to be prompt and iiiituediaie in pursuit and by circuliiyk 
iiig to surrounding District Sup<Tintendente doseriptivo rons 
of the offendcM*, and by express orders to the FoUco tif tlu* 
district to summon the refugee by a gcnoral huc-iwid-cry. 

JO. Every member of the force should be distinctly informed 
of the value attached to immediate action, and apprised that 
if, liutwithstandlng the.se express iujimelions, any laxity or 
remissiK'ss is observed. In* will be r<‘UJoved from Ibc force. 
On no account is jmrsuit of the offender or enquiry to be 
abaiiiloiied Ix^catwe tb(* scene of such jiursuit or enquiry is 
lK->oiid the bounds of the slaiion lanit or luspwtor's circle, 
until the euquiruig officer is rclievcMl by another e(|unlly re- 
sponsible officer. 

- 11. On every occasion, wla^ther the offender is ii{q>reJi(mded 
or not, a descriptive roll will be sent to this office for pub- 
lication in the Poiiee Gazette^ which w'iil, it is hoped, be 
provided to every Insjicctor. Ou recej|>t of this, DisUict 
Su|)erintendcnts will compare tliCHC descrifitive ron >*w'ith the 
offenders of whom they arc in search, and make such further 
enquiries as may bo required, where doubt or suK}Hciuu exists 
of identity. 


«u« ihilwidml occur* 
ronces* The Ma* 
gfistrate secured the 
offendorou the spot» 
with poisou and 
stolen property in 
Iiis poBscssioUj and 
having such clear 
cvidouce of guilty 
sent up the prisoner 
for trial without any 
fiirlliLM' enquiry, and 
the usual sentence 
inflicted was five 
ycarsMmprisonment. 

Now these 
arc the very eases 
wliiel) appeared to 
me the most vain- 
able, aud the only 
eases whieh enabled 
me to carry out the 
plan 1 hud deter- 
mined on,-*-f;/j,, i;o 
enquire into the 
previous habits, 
character, and 
crimes of the of- 
fender and into his 
present associations. 

Id, From en- 
quiries made by 
Ca})tain Watson 
acting ou these 
orders, information 
was obtaiacid of a 
gang of poisoners 
formerly under one 
Zaliiri Sing, consist- 
ing, it was said, of 
300 jiersous, men 
and women. 


341. Captain Watson was invested with a special commission tp 
trace out this gang, and has secured a few of its most prominent mem- 
bers, and obtained the names of others. 

S4S. In the course of his enquiries he has obtained information of 
two other gangs, one under a Tbakoor, named Dultumuu Sing ; another 
under a Brahmin, named Nurain Doss. A woman belonging to the 
former gang, namc^ Parbuttiai lias placed upon record a full confession, 
which haa b^n corroborated iu every particular* as far as enquiries have 
been made. From this confession there is reason to believe that 
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Nurain Dosses gang are the perpetrators oC ilie Ouao crimes, or at all 
events of some of them. 

^4^. Altogether I have about 70 names of poisoners connected with 
the three gangs, and sufficient evidence to convince me that a system 
of robbery by administration of poisonous drugs is practised through 
the country as extensive as the system of thuggee, which the common 
penal law of the country will be ineffi'Ctive to emlicate. 

344. The most effective means of suppressing “ thuggee was by 
the employment of approvers, A thu<r convicted of murder or compli- 
city therein, and after trial sentenced to death, was under the Thuggee 
Law admitted an approver on condition of revealing all he knew of 
his accomplices. Execution of the sentence was deferred so long as he 
performed his conditions, and could not he carried out unless he broke 
them. If he misrepresented facts, wrongfully accused innocent men as 
belonging to the fraternity, or if he was proved to have concealed any 
crime, the sentence could tlnui be enforced, and he, therefore, was useful 
as an approver because trutliful from fear. 

345. Uinlcr a Rtjsoliition of the Government of India, pardon cannot 
by extended to ])er8ons guilty of administering poison as approver ft, but 
only 08 informera or Ciuceii's evidence. The difference is very mate- 
rial. Under the latter condition the criminal is pardoned before 
without trial, and pardon having been tendered, and its conJitions 
partly performed, it is practically impossible to secure conviction if 
betrayed. Lies and truth are mixed up together, and the revelations 
made are never trustworthy. Further, as an approver^ evidciKK) given 
is by the Law of Hvidence of greater value than when given as 
Queen's evidence, and very properly so, for experience has clearly shewn 
that the former is trustworthy, while the latter is not. 

840. Conditional pardon to a criminal as an informer does very well 
for individual offences, but not for the suppression of a system, or for the 
apprehension and conviction of men belonging to associations for the 
commission of a. crime on a systematised plan, and where the crimes 
committed arc more than singular, as is the case in robbery by adminis- 
tration of poison. Tlvat this crime is so committed there is ample 
evidence. Caplnn AVatson has confessions corroborating each other and 
supported by evidence, and all the confessors commence their tale by 
stating, I am a ^ thug ' and a member of a gang of * thugs.' Our pro- 
fession is to give drugs and plunder, and although the professed object is 
not to destroy life, still death very frequently occurs." Life depends not 
on the poison administered, but on other circumstances, — on the state of 
health or constitutional strength of the victim, whether given on an 
empty stomach, and various other circumstances beyond the considera- 
tion or judgment of the poisoner. In one case of last year's occurrence, 
the poisoner partook of a small quantity of adulterated food to avert sus- 
picion. The victim becoming insensible w'^as plundered by the poisoner, 
who was found dead a mile off with the plunder on his person, he having 
died from the effects of the smaller quantity of the poison which he had 
eaten, whilst his victim ultimately recovered. 

847. Under Section ‘ 828 of the Penal Code, Act XLV of 1860, the 
severest penalty for this offence isjimprisonment for ten years. 
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348. Tbis is quite insufficient to suppress the crime, which should in 
every case be visited with sentence oC a capital punishment. The members 
of associations for the commission of robbery by administration of di*u^s 
which endanger life, which are destructive of life, and from which rceo* 
very may or may not ensue, and from the administration of which death 
does frequently follow, are certainly more heinous offenders than those 
guilty of voluntarily causing grievous burt^' by dangerous vvcu}k)iis or 
means which under Section 326 of the same Code are punishable by 
transportation for life. 

349. A law is further necessary for the regulation of the sale or pos- 
session of deleterious drugs. In no loss than lour cases enquired into hy 
the Police have the associates of men detected in adinitiistering dhato<»ra^' 
been found with dhatoora^’ in their possession, under eircumstan cos which 
loft no doubt of the purpose for which they liatl this poison ; hut who are not 
anicnahle to any law for such possession. Arsenio, dhatoora, khur<‘earee, 
and other poisons are freely bought and sold, and unless a restraint is 
imposed by law on their sale,^nd on possession ol‘ these and other drugs, 
iiiseeurily to life and property must lollow. 

359. 1 inentumed in iny first remark my belief that the number of 
crimes by administration of poison were not known* 1 founded this 
oninion on the information given by pardoned informers. Brij Bussia, a 
cmivicted pois<»ner, narniied numerous instances where victims had been 
poisoned, and their bodies thrown into the river without the Police 
obtaining knowledge of the crime, and all the otluu’s have confessed to 
crimes which have not appeared in the reports or statistics of crime. The 
viol ims are invariably travellers who are not missed, and of whose dis- 
appearance no information is received. The crime is almost invariably 
committed in some spot where discovery of its commission is diilicult, and 
I am ])ositive that the informations w(3 do receive are of those cases where 
the victims survive ; that we do not hear of many eases wliere death ensues, 
but where no one concerned for the murder, which is easily concealed 
by floating the body in the river. 


Extract (paragraphs 79 to 83) f a letter from S(*crcf ary to the GovcrnirKMit of tlir 
Nortn-Wc'stern Provinces, to tho lnHpector-trcnonil of Police, Nt)rib- Wostern 
Provinces, — No. 7o3A., dated the 13th »SeptemlK‘r 18C2, 

Para, 79. — The crime of theft by the administration of poisonous 
or stupefying drugs has been the suhji at of separate eorit^spondence 
during the year, ami the result of it was the dej>iitati(>n (if Captain 
Watson, the District Superintendent of Benares, to make detailed 
enquiries as to the supposed existence of an organised system, and of 
gangs of professional poisoners. Captain Watson's final report has 
not been received, hut the one important fact has been established be- 
yond a doubt that a ** system of robbery by administration of poisonous 
drugs is practised throughout the country " by gangs who follow it jts 
a profession, and who have their connections and associations in all 
quarters. 

8t). No crime can be more hateful. It has not its origin in passion, 
jealousy, hatred, or revenge. It has for its object the unlawful acquisi- 
tion of pro})erty by means which, though always endangering, and not 



2C 


infrequontly dosiroyiiig liTe^ are used with a cold-blooded deliberatiou 
and indifference as to consequences, wbicb distiu^iiishes its perpetrators as 
aroongf the very worst and most dangerous of crimiDals. 

81. It was in this view of the heinousness of the crime, as well aa of 
the fact, regarded as proved, that it is practised, as a system like thuggee, 
by bands widely connected and associated ; that in J uue last an applica- 
tion formally made to the Government of India, at the instance of the 
General Siiperintondcut, Thuggee and Dacoitee, for the extension of the 
approver System to this cliiss of crime, was revised, and reply is still 
awaited. It is the Lieutenant-Governor^s conviction that by no other 
measure will this organised crime be suppressed. It was fully successful 
ill the cose of tliuggee when every other means bad failed, and there is 
no crime which so closely resembles thuggee as this in all its chief fea- 
tures. The object of both is the same ; both are characterised by the 
same shocking disregard of human life; both have professional followers; 
both have ramifications in nearly all quarters of the country. The only 
diflerence is that, whereas in the one case tlfe handkerchief was used, iii 
the other a drug, which certainly endangers and may destroy life, is 
employed. 

S2-. The Li(uitenant-Govcrnor fully concurs in the remarks which 
paragraphs 344 to 34G of your report contain, as well as in your opinion 
mgnvdiiig the inadequacy of the punishment prescribed by Section 328 of 
the Penal Code for the offence under consideration, 

S3. There is an Act of tlie Legislature in existence for regulating the 
sale and possession of poisonous drugs, but it is current only in the pre.si- 
dcncy towns. An application which was made to the Government of 
India for its <‘xtension some time ago was negatived, and it will not 
probably he received with more favour now. But in continuation of the 
(lorrespmdcTicc which has passed, an extract (paragraphs 335 to 350) 
from your riqiori,, and co[ncs of tlie foregoing remarks (paragraphs 80 
to 83) will he laid before the Government of India for considei-ation , and 
with the request repeated that, at least, tlie Approver System may he 
made applical)lo to the crime of robbery by the administration of poison- 
ous or stupel'ying drugs or Iluids.” 


From Sia Gkorok Coupeb, Itart., C.B., Socrctar 3 ’ to the Govornmoiit of the North- 
Wi^'itern Pnivinueu, to E, 0. E8(|., Sooretary to tlie Govorinuent of 

Imlia,— -No. 849 A., duied Nyiico Tal, the 2Uth Oclobt-r 1862. 


I am directed to transmit, for 

Extract (pnmgraph 56) of letter from 
General Superintoiident of Operutious for the 
suppression of Thn^^ee nud Dacoitee, to the 
Seerctai'y to the Qovoriimeut of India iu the 
Foreign Department, 566, dated 17th July 
1861. 

Extract (paragraphs 4 and 5) of letter from 
Secretiiry to the Government of India in the 
Foreign Department, to the General Superin- 
ti'jideut of Operations for the suppression of 
Thuggee and Dacoitee, No. SSetS, dated 10th 
SepUuubor 1861. 


the consideration of His Excellency 
the Governor General in Council, 
in connection with the oorrespoud- 
ence noted in the margin, the 
accompanying copies of letters Nos. 
47 5 A. and 487 A., dated, respective- 
ly, the I9th and 23rd ultimo, from 
the Inspector-General of Police in 
these Provinces, and of their enclo- 
sures, fix>m Captain J. T. Watson, 
Magistrate on special duty, and 
from Major T. H. Chainl>^ain^ 
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* I#etter froua Secretiiry to the Govenmieuit 
of the North*WeBtcrn Proviuces, to the Secre* 
tMry to the Qoverument of India in the 
Foreign Depaitmeut, No. 475A.* dated the 
nth Joiw 1862. 


Assistant General Superiutendrat 
of Operations for the supfmMioa 
of Thuggee and Daooitee. 

2. The first of those letters for- 


t i-etter fr<OT ditto ^'** 0 , No. 763B„ wards a report bv Captain Watson 
d-tod the Mtt. September 1862. ri/garding the 

crime of tbeft by the administration of poisonous or stapefyiug drugs. 


and their result. 


3. This duty was committed to Captain Watson last year, and he was 
furnished with a special commission for the purpose. He has exhibited 
great zeal, intelligence, and perseverance in the prosecution of the inves- 
tigation ; and though bis success has not been all that could have been 
desired, he has still, the Li^uleuaut-Oovernor thinks, established beyond 
a doubt the fact that the crime under notice is committed systematically 
and professionally by organised bands in wide association. 

4. The fact recorded in Captain Watson's report, and the Inspector- 
General's pertinent remarks tiicrcon, fully confirm the opinion which His 
Honor has hut recently expressed (in reviewing the Police Report of the 
North-Western Provinces for 1861, extracts, paragraphs 336 io 350, from 
which, together with paragraphs 79 to 83 from the reply thereto, have 
been forwarded with my letter No. 753B., dated 13th ultimo, above 
cited}, n 2 ., that this crime is, in all its main features, the very counter- 
part of “ Thuggee, " the only distinctions being in the use of diflTcrent 
instruments for accomplishing theft ; and in the fact that, whereas the 
“ Thugs" designed and intended to take life by the handkerchief, those 
poisoners, without the desire to take life, do very often destroy and 
always endanger it by the administration of highly deleterious drugs. 

5. And now very opportunely, just as Cajitain Watson's enquiries 
are stayed by the decision of the Sudder Court, casting discredit on the 
confessions of certain i>ersoiis apprehended by biro as members of poison- 
ing gangs, is submitted Major Chamberlain's report with the deposition 
of one Hurpershad, under cover of Mr. Court's letter No. 487A,, dated 
the 23rd ultimo. Here is a detailed account, gathered from other sources 
than those accessible to Captain Watson '‘of the wandering gang wdiich 
went all over Oudh and the North-Western Provinces during the cold 
seasons of 1860-61 and J 86 1-62, drugging hackery-drivers and robbing 
them of their vehicles and cattle whilst iusonsible from the cfFects oi‘ 


'dhatoora' administered in their food." In the narrative which is given 
by this Hurpershad of one journey out v#f three or more accom[)lished, 
there is enough to prove that there exists " the profejssion of poisoning 
by dliatoora" with the object of committing theit; that the offence is 
committed by assorted gangs who, like the Uiugs of old, have a 
horoscope drawn beto». they start on their expeditious ; who, though not 
intending to kill, are utterly indifferent whether death results from their 
act or not ["I do not know," says Hurpershad, "whether any of my 
victims died ; God only knows"], and who have hitherto carried on their 
vile trade with impunity, because no means have been at hand of dis- 
covering and breaking up the assodations. 

€. It will be seen from the correspondence cited in the margin of the 
1st paragraph of this letter, that on three occasions the attention of the 


* riintsd al poffe IS. 
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Goveriiineiit of India has been invited to this crime with a view to special 
legislation or action of some kind ; and that the LieuteuanUGovernor 
has always expressed his opinion that it is per|)etrated by gangs of pro- 
fessional poisoners^ and his belief that no measure^ short of that which 
was applied to the extirpation of Thuggee, will suffice to suppress this 
system of theft by administration of poisonous or stujiefying drugs. 

7. His Honor, therefore, hoj>es that, for tlie suppression of this serious 
and exceptional crime, the exceptional measures which have been so fre- 
(juently recounuended may be sanctioned. 


Tht' (jrhno of Dlialoora 
Thuj^^jeo ponornlly con- 
sicloriHl with referuiice to 
Act XXIX of 1820. 

• I’arftKrnphs 0, 10, 18, 
19,29,33, 41. mid 50. 


Extract (pani^raph dfi) from a letter from Majou Cuableb Hervey, General Superin- 
teiuleiitof tiio OperatioriB for the suppression of Thuj;jji*e and Daeoitoo, to tlio 
Secretary to tlie Government of India, Foreign Uepartiiient, — No. oOt), dated the 
17 th July 1801 . 

Para. 50. — It is necessary, however, otlierwise to consider that oi' 
^‘dhatoora thuggetV^ departmental delinitioii 
of the crime of robbery by the administration of 
deletei‘i(uiB drugs, and I feel myself called upon to 
enter somewhat fully into a review thereof fn eon- 
tiuuation of iny various allusions to it already sub- 
mitted in the present despatch,* although it should 
be at the risk of prolonging this already lengthened report. The subject 
is, however, of importance, and may not bo too cursorily glanced at. 

Impressed that the most strenuous efforts were called for to chock a 
crime from which so many of our subjects suffered, that very little had 
hitherto been effected in riwcaling the mysterious operations of the persons 
who practised it. and that a thorough and successful investigation of the 
atrocity would prove an undertaking of public importance, it had long 
been my aim that the operations against these very dangerous offenders 
should be regularly and systematically taken up by tlie Thuggee Depart- 
ment. There were many obstacles, however, arising from the state of 
the law to this being efficiently done — obstaeles which, in another place 
in other teriitorv, I had endeavoured to overcome, and whieh, it may 
apjiear to the Right Honorable the (jovernor-Gcneral of India in Council, 
on a perusal of the papers submitted under paragraph I S of this report, 
ought to be alttigeiher removed, if it should be desired to direct any 
effectual blow against this now daily increasing evil. I allude to Act 
XXIX of 1850, the territorial scope of which I would advocate should 
be extended to all India, and to the abstmee of any law making it penal 
to be in the possession of poisonous drags or substances. The subject 
will be found in exte?iso in my let turf to t he Secre- 
fNo. 751, Aatfd the |a|.y to the Government of the North-Western 
24th of September 1860. By Act III of 1848 it was defined tliat 

eases of robbery by means which were known by the offenders to be likely 
to cause the death of persons should be regarded as cases of thuggee, 
and be punishable accordingly under the provisions of the several special 
Acts against thuggee properly so called, of which the above Act was in 
continuation. But it was necessary that such cases should be cases of 
profei^aional robbery, or,* in other words, of professional poisoning,” by 
which to bring them wuthin the meaning and application oi’ those Acts, 
fur the prevention of professional thuggee. But by Act XXIX of 1850 
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(to ameml Act XXXI of 1 838 for the prevention of poisoning) it tntff 
enacted that whoever should wilfully administer any poison or any 
deleterious drug or noxious thing, with the intent to cause bodily harm, 
or to commit or al>et the commission of any uulnwful act, should be liable 
to be transported for life, or for some limit^ period, or to be imprisoned ; 
also that in any case in which a person chaiged with administering the 
poisonous or destructive thing, wdth the intent to commit murder, and 
the offence proved amounted only to an offence under the Act quoted, he 
might be sentenced as if he had been charged with an offence under it 
Such an Act would meet in a more comprehensive manner the exigency 
of the occasion than any moiussil or other existing J^iw against such 
criminals ; for it \v(»uld include within its provisions every person, 
out reference toprofeeeiony who committed or attempted to commit crime, 
whatever its nature, by means known to cause stupefaetioii or death ; 
and such a law may, in the opinion of the Government of India, be 
altogetlior required in a country throughout which the crime of poisoning 
had l)ec<>ine so rife as this report would shew to be the case, the j)erpe- 
trators, however, of which had hitherto, in the generality of instances, 
escaped unpunished, although death had often been the fatiil result of 
tlie offence. The said Act, however, with reference to the law (XXXI 
of 183s) with which it is connected, is limited as to scope to the juris- 
dictions the several Supreme Courts of Judicature at the three presi- 
dency towns ; and my earnest proposal is that its provisions should he 
extended or be made apj)licable ti) the whole of lifituh India. If to the 
amendment proposed were addcxl a clause making it u penal offence to be 
found in the ])ossession of any deleterious drug or poison, except in the 
case of persons licensed to vend them, or of native medical practitioners 
licensed to purchase them for medical purposes, the licenses in cither ease 
to specify the drugs implied, such a jirohibition would at least have the 
effect ot preventing a ready use of such things for felonious or unlawful 
designs. The unrestricted freedom with which poisons, botli vegelablt* 
and mineral, are procurable in every bazar ; the knowhMlgc that the pre*- 
sence in the human body of vegetable matters cannot be detected by any 
known process of analysis which has led those ingredients to be more 
usually resorted to thau any other for criminal purposes; the fact that 
the poison most used, dhatoora, grows luxuriantly in jungle or in garden, 
that it is a tasteless drug as certainly and as rapidly fatal in its effects as 
opimn^^ and is a poison in the strongest sense of tlie word, dej»endent 
for Its fatal effect on the quantity admimstered ; and that the narcotics, 
churrusy hhang^ ganjahy and majoomy with which persons are also fre- 
quently drugged for evil purposes, are preparations from the hemp plant 
(Cannabis hdica), which is as easily to he obtained every where; the 
reckless indifference with which native dealers vend their poisonous warcs,^^ 
together with the fact that the crime of poisoning exists llYfoughout British 
India ; that it is perpetrated with impunity and is at this moment the 
greatest evil with which the country is afflicted, — poisoners being as 
luimerouK in the Madras and Bombay territories as in the Punjab and 
North-Western Provinces, in Bengal and the Native Slates, — would all, I 
most respectfully submit, shew the necossily f^r a penal clause of the 
nature advocahid ; the intro^luction of wdiieh, morcovei, would he equally 
cfficficious for its particular purpose as the Disiirining Act atnl Act 
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agu... ^ the possession of gunpowder, saltpetre, and sulphur may be said 
to be for meeting the exigencies for which they were evoked. It would 
be productive also of a great benefit if happily it should at the same time 
serve to check in some degree the very prevalent crime of procuringr 
abortions. 

In regard to the extension of the scope of the Act above quoted for 
Parigraph. 8 to 10 of P«vention of poisomoff, the Government of 
u letter to the ReRiatiHr Bombay, although at first for some time opposed 
of the liombny SuUder to auy change in the existing mof ussil law, was 

the^Srd Jwie IMS subsequently pleased to declare, upon the reraon- 

** ^ ^ strances I felt it my duty to urge, that it was 

unable to discover any reason why Act XXIX of 1860 should not be 
made a general Act,^^ and to advocate also the introduction of the penal 
clause I have above proposed. 

Oovernment will readily appreciate the difficulty this Department, or 
in its place the Police, must contend with in any combined effort for the 
suppression of this formidable evil, if the ^criminals detected should be 
inadequately punished, of which the instance quoted in paragraph 50 
of this report is an example. The crime is committed by small isolated 
parties, generally altogether unconnected with each other. My prede- 
cessor, whenever alluding to them in his report to Government, has ever 
designated tliem as desultory offenders, depredating independently of each 
other. The only persons known to practise the crime professionally were 
some Parsecs and Vior Chumars, l>oth low-caste Hindoo tribes. But 
according to the information now possessed, the crime is resorted to, not 
as a distinct profession, but as a ready means of robbery by every de- 
scription of budmasAf or loose character of every creed and denomination, 
not particular how they acquired what they desired to appropriate, and 
ready to undertake any act of villany, to aid in a dacoitec, to serve as a 
taliial in a zemindaree quarrel, to assist in a strangling, or some other 
act of secret butchery or to lurk upon the road with poison ready for 
the first unwary traveller/^ They do not, in as much is known of tliem, 
form any thug association, nor has any circumstance as yet transpired to 
identify them (except the cases I have before spoken of in the Punjab) 
with the inie ih%gB. I have at this moment before me a budmash 
recently arrested, who has committed murders with sword, with bludgeon, 
by poison, by strangling, or in any way the opportunity and the means 
at hand prompted. He was a Gentleman of the Road," like the asso- 
ciates he had picked up, assuming various disguises, as the occasion 
required. It may easily be supposed that where the spectacle was once 
offered of the impunity with which poisoners escaped and the rare in- 
stances of their detection, added to the case with which the deadly drugs 
wore procurable, the crime would readily be followed by the numerous 
objects who in this country so successfully preyed upon the community, 
and were ready to turn their hands to any act of villany. * The practice 
of empoisonment would thus be speedily taken up by them without their 
necessarily forming any general confederacy for the purpose. It has been 
observed that where crime was the lesson taught, it rarely failed to 
happen that the common |)eople should in no way be behind in resort- 
ing to it. It was Sir William SleemaiPs opinion, however, that the 
design of these poisoners almost alurays was to destroy life. But 
subsociuout experience has convinced me that Mieir intention generally 
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only is to commit robbery while their victims shonkl be in a state of 
insensibility from the eSecte of the drug or poison administered ; t^at 
the quantity administered is given at a hazard according to the practi- 
tioner's individual idea of the sense^retaining faculty of the person 
to be practised upon, and tliat the unfortunate man is left to recover 
or die, as the chance may be. Owing to the crime being committed by 
only small gangs who did not act in concert with each other, and by 
To the Secretary to the Gov sexes) it was my late predecessor's opi- 

emnent of ladin, No. 11, dated nion that the Approver System could not 
the 7th April 1864, paragraph brought to bear upon them with any 

effect, and that the suppression of the evil 
should be left to the local Police, hut I am otherwise impressed. I 
consider that the crime has gained that head that no effort should 
be left untried for putting down an evil of so frightful a magni- 
tude. It is true that Sir William Sleeman had also recorded that the 
system which had enabled us to put down the thug associations 
could not be applied with afiy fair prospect of success to the suppres- 
sion of these particular criminals. He said that while the gangs of 
thugs were large and constantly united in the perpetration of their 
terrible vocation, and only required a few of the accomplices for the 
(Ictcctioii and prosecution of the whole bcxly, the gangs of poisoners 
were on the contrary very small, and being mrely associated with each 
other would necessitate the admission as approvers of two or perhaps 
a third man out of each gang for the conviction of but a few others. 
The force of this is to be admitted when considered with reference to 
the readier and least expensive method of suppressing a large body 
of men by the evidence of the smallest number of accomplices. But 
if, as I cannot hut believe, Government should not object under so 
dire a necessity to subsist a larger body of approvers than usual, it is 
no argument against the adoption of the Approver System for the same 
effectual suppression of a crime, the continued prevalence of which 
might otherwise be, in the words of His Honor the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of the North-Western Provinces, an approbrium to our rule. Even 
should the system serve to rid the society of its pests by small instal- 
ments only, a good deal would still he attained, for it may reasonably 
be inferred that tlie example in succession of the fate of each body of 
them, however small its number, would certainly conduce, at no very 
remote period, to deter the many in the continued reckless career of 
a crime which they should perceive was so steadily and surely follow- 
ed up by the punishment it evoked. The great difficulty, in my own 
apprehension, only is tAe stale of the law for the sufficient punishment 
of the miscreants i anA for a successful adoption of the Approver System for 
their effectual suppression. It will be plain to the understanding of 
His Lordship in Council that an accomplice whose evidence it should 
he desirable to secure as a Government approver, would not, when under 
sentence of imprisonment for a short or limited period only, with the 
prospect of eventual restoration to liberty, give the same evidence as 
ihat man who should have been sentenced to death or to transporta- 
tion for life with no such prospect before hipi. The experience of 
this Department is that the evidence of the former is, as a general 
rule, given with reservation. He has not much to Jose or to be 
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afraid of by withholding his evidence or by accusing innocent 
persons, and he need not fear the detection he is liable to, however 
sure the process. But the life-sentenced approver has everything to 
lose and to be afraid of. When detected in giving false or partial 
evidence, which generally he is sure to be, his conditional pardon is 
revoked, the sentence hitherto held in abeyance is carried out, and 
he reverts to the punishment from which he had escaped only so long 
as he had chosen to speak the truth. The existing law against poisoning 
does not procure that sentence of extreme or the last punishment, and 
except it should do so, these criminals must continue to flourish, for 
thi^y can seldom, be detected in the very act. The poisons administered 
are found in the jungles or on the roadside. Only one person ad- 
ministers the dose, and he does so generally in the most guarded dis- 
guise. His associates remain in the background, and only appear on 
the scene when insensibility has been the too certain result. If 
victims do not die, they recover hut slowly. Stupefaction has been 
their condition for a long time, perhaps %r days, and they awake 
consciousness in bewilderment. Kvery opportunity has been afforded 
for the escape of the criminals. Or should they be arrested, hov/ should 
they, except on extraordinary occasions, be recognised by persons but 
just escaped from the jaws of death and awaken to life but to learn 
that a near relative or dear friend but now their cherished and beloved 
companion sleejts in death at the hands of the very ruffians from whom 
they had themselves so narrowly escapeil ? Nearly deprived of life, 
I’obbed of their all, perhaps reduced to beggary, and in deep afUiction, 
little dependence could be ])laced for reliable evidence from such stricken 

persons. The impunity of the culprits is the 
Itoport or Beiijfal, sure result. It is on these grounds 

that I would earnestly urge an alteration in 
the law. A most experienced Government officer, the late Mr. Dam- 
pier, Buhinitled his deliherate opinion that a heavier punishment should 
always be given to this class of offenders. He would never,''* he said, 
yive less than imprisonment for life, as such men sliould (like 
the thugs) not he allowed again to be at large to the injury of the 
community. That death does not ensue in every ease is not tlie 
fault of the mcetawallahs (as Mr. Pampicr designated the eriininalsi 
administering the drug in food or water ; it arises from the ineiN st 
chances, — whether the stomach of the receiver is full or empty, I lie 
victim robust or weak, or upon the quantity of mixed food swallowed 
before the effect of the drug appears ; and it is, I think, a mistake to 
charge Ibis class of miscreants with administering intoxicating drugs 
when the parlies recover, when they are always poisonous drugs depend- 
ent for their fatal elfoct on the quantity which the victim may swallow, 
or other circumstances, not on any designed will of the administerer.” 


Extract (paragraphs 4 ami 5) from a letter from the Officiatiag Secretary to the Gov- 
ernment of India. Foreign Department, to the address of the General Superin- 
tendent,— (No. 6IU3, dated the 10th September 1861. 

Para, 4. — In paragraph 56 of your report you state that, under 
ihe existing Law, the Thuggee Department have difficulty in dealing 
witli Iho eriinc of poisoning ami robbery by administering poisonous 
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drugs, which is extensively practised all over India ; and you therefore 
recommend that Act XXIX of 1850, which is at present limited only 
to the jurisdiction of the Supreme Courts of the presidency towns, 
should be extended to all India. His Excellency in Council, however, 
does not think it necessarv to act on your suggestion in this respect, 
as the case seems to be fully met by clause 828 of the new Penal Code ; 
neither can His Excellency in Council consent to your proposal that 
the possession of poisonous drugs without a license should be made 
penal. 

5. You further propose that the Approver System shguld bo followed 
in the Thuggee Department with refbreuce to cases of poisoning. The 
Governor-Weiieral in Council, however, does not concur in your views 
of the expediency of this proposal. There is a vast difference between 
the mode in which the crime of poisoning is practised and the crime 
of thuggee by strangulation, which, although happily now almost 
extinct, was formerly committed by organised bauds having ramifica- 
tions through all India, and to the detection of which the only clue was 
to be obtained from the evidence of approvers taken independently in 
* different parts of the country, and recorded without reference to its 
immediate application in i||y individual case. 


From M. II. Court, Esq., Inspocior-Gonml of Polii'o, North-Western Provincos, to 
8ib Ueoaok Cofpek, UuH., and C.lt, S(*crctary to the Goveramout of the 
North- We!»t era Pro\iaccs, - No. 4i75A., dated Nynoe Tal, the 19th September 1802. 


1 have the honor to forward herewith, and in original, Captain 


From Captain Watson, No. 49, dated the 
17th of July 1862, 

From Oapiaiii Watson, No 60, dated the 
2Ut ot July 1862. 

Translatiuu ot confession by Mussamut 
Chpwrassia. 

Translation of coufossion by MuBRumut 
Partabua. 

Questions by Inspoetoi -General, and replies 
thureto by Captain Watson. 

C(»py of judgment of Sudder Niznrout 


WatsolPs report of his proceed- 
ings under the commission given 
him, with the papers eiiamerated 
in the margin. This report has 
been submitted by Captain Wat- 
son in the belief that he is unable 
to obtain more information of the 
gangs that are undoubtedly at 
work in consequence of the order 


Adawlut in case of Goverumoiit v. Kuddnah 
and others. 


of the Government of India, di- 
recting that, in cases of thuggee 


by administration of poi<;onoas drugs ovidenco of accomplices msy be 
obtained by offer of conditional pardon, but not from condemned offenders 
as approvers, and in consequence of the retractation of the confessions or 
informations obtained consequent on this order, and the release by the 
Sudder Nizamut of four persons twice convict^ by the Judge of ]^na- 
res of murder and thuggee, who were first arraigned on the informations 
given by these women, on the belief that they would become approvers. 

2. Captain Watson^s duties as Superintendent of tbo Benares Police 
do not, moreover, admit of his giving the time that should be devoted 
to enquiries so important as these, and he therefore hopes the commis- 


sion given him may cease to have effect. 

3, In paragraphs 344', 345, and 846 of my annual report for the 
past year, I attempted to shew the difference* between a pardoned 
offender and an approver ;--«to shew that the evidence of a pardoned 
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accomplice may be valus^ble against the perpetrators of an individual 
crime^ but not against thq members of associations for the commission 
of crimes such as thuggee, whether by farther administration of poison, 
or by strangulation, many of whom are at large, and some of whom 
may not even be known to the informer, who nevertheless becomes hate- 
ful to all. To give information against a gang is ip simple trutli 
equivalent to a sentence of death, and unless the informer is kex>t in 
custody, and under the protection of a jail, reliable information will 
never be given by accomplices in secret systematical crime. 

4. Captain Chamberlain, Assistant to the Commissioner for the 
suppi'ession of Thuggee and Dacoitee, who has had great practical expe- 
rience in these matters, writes to me as follows : — 

1 am quite of accord witli yon as to the neoenntiitf of haviiiiilf tbe Approver System 
and the feehleuesa of our mectsurtm otherwise. 1 believe, too, that the same axiom applies 
to poisoners as it did to the regular strangler thugs — < once a thug always u thug.’ 

*'The heat of the cotifussliig prisooers always uiill tell u certain amount of falsehood, 
and Major Hervey urged the Approver System on Gof'crimient, 1 think, without leaving an 
argument unused to prove its desirability.” — (Extract from demi-official letter dated the 
12th exf May 1S62.) 

5. Captain Watson has been discouraged by discovering that the 
informations given to him arc full of falschoodp; that although some of 
the crimes related have in reality occurred, ot others no information or 
corroborating proof can be found ; and in some cases there is good reason 
to believe that crimes have been fabricated from motives of enmity. 
Nothing else can bo expected from persons under trial or from pardoned 
offenders. Friends will be sheltered, and to make up the lull tale and 
Buj)ply deficiencies stories will be invented. The idea is seized that the 
narrating of a long series of crimes will lead to escape from the penal- 
ties, if any, in which the former was concerned. The whole truth is 
not told in those that are fundamentally true, either from doubt as to 
ultimate pardon or punishment, and from fear of the coiiseqaeiiccs to the 
informer on full details being given ; from fear of vengeance of accom- 
plices denounced \ from desire to screen some favourite amongst the 
criminals, or other motives \ — whereas an approver dare not tell a lie. 
He is a convicted offender, under reprieve of sentence conditional on 
his telling the truth, whole truth, and nothing but the truth. He has 
nothing to fear from telling the truth ; everything to fear from false 
denunciation. Aud although it may be necessary to put him in con- 
stant remembrance of the conditions of reprieve, it has been found that 
the evidence or information given by tliese is truthful, corroborated by 
facts elicited on further local enquiry ; and consequently, on being 
tested, finds value in a court of justice. 

6. Although Captain Watson has not succeeded in discovering or 
arresting the men composing Zalim Sing’s or any other gang, I think 
he has succeeded in collecting most valuable information ; that he has 
established the fact that robbery by administration of poison, both with 
murder ox without, is a crime committed by associations of criminals, 
working under acknowledged leaders in particular spheres. The inform- 
ations forwarded by Captain Watson, others lately obtained by Captain 
Chamberlain, coneordciu establishing this supposition, and the strikingly 
exact similarity of circumstances attending the crimes committed in the 
same sphere or tract of country affords, in my mind, the most con- 
vincing, though collateral, proof in support of this theory. 



7. Allhougli there is no doubt bat that Chowrossia^s confession is 
full of lies (most probably the crimes detailed did ocenr^ thoug^h iu 
other localities)^ still a little examination will shew that these eonfcssions 
contain much trutkj and that whore they dilTor the variation is such 
only as to testify to the truth of the story as a whole, 

8. I will take the robbery said to have been committed at Koosmye 
iu the Goruckpore District. I select it because it is detailed by both^ 
is said by both to have been committed under the direction of Zaliin 
Siugr> l>y whom the plunder was received. 

1). It must be remembered that when Brij Bussia made her ooulos- 
sion, Chowrossia was not known. It was not until * February, or si\ 
months after, that she was apprehended ; she was not then aware of ihe 
nature of the confession made by Brij Bussia. Her narrative is chieily 
of erimes comniittod by a second gan!> unden* Dultunimun Sing, and 
h(‘r connection with Zalim Sing was, aeeoiding to her confession, of very 
short duration. But she relates the same crime that had been related 
six months before by Brij BtKsia,and it is an improbability amounting 
almost to an imposhibilily that the main points of the story should he 
at variamcc with truth. 


BtiJ JBussia*s narrafiw taJen^on theX^th 
• of Oclohev, 

After roloaso from iniprisouinonl foi 
ihoft, 1 wcul to Sootonr Kainuuflft^dr uud 
nude the uc(]nnintiince of two men named 
Jutr^er Nantli nud Jowala Pernhud; these 
perious told tno Unit they neie the Meuunts 
of w Uajiih Zalim Sing, mid Unit they were 
looking out ter a ieuule K’lviuit for his 
Uanoe. 1 went with them to tlie Kuja)i*s 
house und obtained horviee. The day J 
ohtiiiued service the Ihijtih set out forNepiil. 
ttiid leiiiained theie a your. In our coin- 
jMiiy was a woman mimed Cliowrabsia 
(whoso afcuti incut is opposite ) ns well us the 
llaiicc Liillno, and another female mimed 
Itudmeyuii, ot the Knhiir euMe; und thiee 
men, whose names were liumdyal Sing, 
Sueluto Sing, and Jow.ihir Sing, besides the 
iibove'-immed .lowida Pershad and Jugger 
Nuuth niid Sco Dux Kuhar, and some ten 
men besides, whoso uninos 1 ouuuot re- 
member. 

“ Ai>or residing in Nopal we returned to 
Oornokporc, and lived iu the city for two 
months. It was about tliis time that I and 
Chowrassia were sent to drug persons with 
dhutoora, and wo were both direr ted to do 
this by the Itajah and Uance, who explained 
that they were in want of luoni'y. At o 
place c.illed Koashoomlye (propeily Koos- 
1>>0, vidr CupUin \Vatsou*9 marginal note), 
we gut into company with two travellers, 
and after a time wo gave tliem dhatoora 
iu their food, and robbed them of two gold 
mohart. A mistree, who lived ^ear the 
scene of this occurroncc, tVisoovorw us, and 
liaviiig bi'aton us, ga\e us into castmly and ’ 
sent iw to tho cliowkee of Poilraj. Hero | 
the trn\ellors comjHmmlod the sflfjiir, and the 
Police let us go. Wc guvt Iho pluudti to 


Mussamut Chowraaita'a narrative to A mi 
on ihe 12/A of Ffhnuirif, 

In tho month of Fehnmry, four years 
tigo, a seivant named IhidmyHii Kuhar, and 
another of tho same easte, whoso mime J do 
not now remtnnbir, came to me fiom 
(ioruckpore, snd H.iid that the llajah want- 
ed me. J wuul with them to Oornekjiore 
to Uujah Zalim tliiig. Tie and Liilloo his 
Kaiice told mo and Miihsaimit llnj UussiM, 
*‘<io and poison people, get some money, 
and you bhall be rewarded so 1 and Iltij 
llimHia stinted from (lornekporo fot a mid- 
dee about four or live miles to tlie e.ist of 
Goruekpore. If was 12 o’clock in the Uuv 
when we hiilUd at the nuddee (in whicli 
thero w.is watiu) for the pm pose of eating 
our parched giniii. Two lliudoo inivollurs 
caiiio up and eommoneed laughing and 
joking with us, and Slid to ns, Think 
about Homethnig to eat and drink.’* Brij 
Bussia theu suid, We have already eaten ; 
hut if you require anything givu me some 
piic und ril get you some food. 1 will 
aftorwards accoinnany you, iis t havo got 
no master/* They gtive her throo ninias 
niid told her to bring cheeiM and dali<»c. 
Biij Bussia ami 1 went to the bu/ur, three 
or tour beeg’diB away from tho pluco ; wo 
purchased rheern for half tho money and 
flnliec and butter milk with the other half. 
Biij BnsHin washed ehecra iu water, and 
mixed tho dalicc and buttermilk with it, 
into which wo put the dhalixiru and the 
kliurrocarccs. Both the travellers partook 
of it, and twe boors aftorwards liecuuie 
inseusiblo from ihe effects. Wo took ilic 
gold inohuib which wore suspended from 
the nocks of tiie travellers. Th*is was wit 
nessed by a portion whoso numo and casti* 

1 do unt know, aud by a village thowkcciltu. 
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Chowra»n<i9 narratioe t<iken on 
the \%ih of Nwmnher — coutd. 
whose name is also unknown to me. They 
came running up, and beating us with shoos, 
effected our apprehension. They took us to 
the tbanniih of the village, which I do not 
know. When the travellers came to their 
senses they said that they had lost nothing 
and brought no chiirgo against us, that they 
were satisfied, and were going on to get 
married. We were then released, and went 
with the goldmohurs to Kajah Ztilim Sing, 
and gave them up to him. 

1 0. It is not possible to doubt but that these two women were eng^aged 
in this offence of which their confessions agree in all its prominent 
features. Captain Watson made a personal enquiry in the village which 
Chowrassin pointed out^ and found out that the crime had really 
occur rod| although Brij Bassia was declared' to have been alone in the 
commission. The two travellers could notiof coarse he founds and it is 
not surprising that the information gathered in the village after the 
lapse of four years, and having reference to a crime concealed andjmshed 
up at tho first, sliould be somewhat ut variance with the accounts given 
by tho.se concerned. 

11. I consider how far Captain Watson's enquiries lead to the 
belief of the exisl/cnce, at a former period, of an organised gang under 

Zalim Sing. 

12. Both Brij Bnssia and Chowrassia (who was named by Brij 
Bussia) state that they were employed by Zalim Sing and his wife, 
known as the llaiiec Lulloo, to commit robberies by the administration 
of dhatoora and khurreearee (the latter is, I believe, a preparation from 
the root of the Ncrum odorakim or sweet-seentod oleander, the medi- 
cinal properties of which are described in the now Indian Gardener as 
follows : The bark of the root and leaves externally applied are by 
native doctors considered repellants^ the root taken internally being 
poisonous.) 

As I have attempted to shew above, their stories vary in minor 
matters, but tally so exactly in more prominent points as to convince 
one of their reality. The very discrepancies testify to truth, and shew 
that (as was the case) neither had opportunity to make up a fabricated 
tale in concert with the other. 

Ml. Both name Zalirn Sing as their employer ; both assert that he 
was the head of a gang, that he died, and his wife Lulloo absconded. 
Both agree in denouncing one or two persons, i, e., Budmyan, Kaharin, 
Hudduah ; though Chowrassia names some Brij Bussia does not men- 
tion, and vice versd. 

Amongst the persons denounced by Brij Bussia were two women, 
Rudduah of Ramnuggur, and a servant of hers named Soomerkhee, a 
prostitute, poisoners by trade." 

16. Subsequent enquiries proved that here again her story was true. 

17. Both were apprehended. In Rudd||ah's house a large quantity 
of dhatoora, khurreearee, arsenic, and other poisons were found, both 
in the raw and in a pi*epared state. Soomerkhee, on being apprehended, 
and on being confronted with Brij Bussia, made a clean confession of 
her crimes, dt elariug that Rudduah was the employer of Bilassec and 


JBrij Buana's narrative taken on the ICth 
of Ootoiar— contd. 

Jowala Porshad, according to the orders 
received from the Kajah. Thia happened 
four years ago. 
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Parbuttce, prostitutee^ beings in the Dal Hin*dooe Moliullahj who ile« 
stroyed by poison those decoyed into the brothel and then plundered their 
property. The case of later occurrence she particularly related^ vig.^ 
the murder of one Juggut whom she had herself enticed to the house^ 
detailing, amongst other circumstances, the following facts: That a 
separate room was required for her and deceased, and that Bilassee had 
accordingly removed a young girl named Moouya and sent her upstairs ; 
that after giving him khurrecaree he vomited considerably and died ; 
that his body was thrown into the Ganges by body-carriers Ijirod by 
Bilassee with the aid of Gunesh Pershad, who frequented the house 
and was intimately associated in these crimes, and tlialb in conbcqucnce 
of the vomiting the floor had to be replastered. 

18. The house indicated was immediately examined, and this was 
found to be correct. On removing the plaster tilth was found, which 
Bilassee and Parbuttec explained was in consequence of a visitor having 
been ill with dysentery. 

19. The crime having been detected, further evidence was obtained. 
Moonya, the girl, said that Soomerkhce brought a man to the house ; 
that slie was bent upstairs, where she was locked up until the third day. 
On returning the third day she found her room fresh plastered. 

^0. Lahoroe, a servant in the brothel, deposed to the arrival of the 
traveller with Soomerkhce ; that the door was opened by Moonya as she 
was ill; tliat Moonya was locked up for three days to pnwent her going 
to her room, and that she had replastered the floor to conceal the /fofi 
tliat was on it. She acknowledged first to having been told of the 
murder, an<l on further questioning to having seen the body removed. 

21. Lukhputtcea, the mother of Moonya, who was living with 
Rudduah, gave unwilling evideiiee to the return of Soomerkhce to 
lluddiiah, and to tlie receipt by the latter of 50 rup(*cs. 

22. The disclosure here made cauRcd considerable excitement and 
horror in the city of Benares. Soomerkhee was first taken as Uncen’s 
evidenee against her associates, and after a long trial Uiidduah, Bilassee, 
and Parbuttce were condemned by the Sessions Judge and the Assessors, 
and sentence of death passed. The trial was quashed by the Judi!;e6 oi‘ 
the Sadder Nizamut on the ground that Mussamut Soomerkhce had not 
been made an approver in the manner laid down for the Thuggee Depart- 
ment, and they remarked that she should have been tried on her own 
confession. If this confession were supp'orted by collateral and corro- 
borative evidence, she should be convicted on it, sentenced, and her 
sentence forwarded to the Sudder Court for confirmation. This was 
done; she was sentenced to death for the murder of Juggut, as all the 
details of her confession had been most fully corroborated. Her sentence 
was commuted to imprisonment for life. 

23. The prisoners Buidduah, &c., were again brought to trial, hav- 
ing been again convicted by another officer as judge and by another 
jury. They have, however, been released by the Sudder Court on the 
ground that there is no proof that Juggut was ever murdered (though 
they have sentenced Soomerkhee for the murder), and because they 
discredit the witnesses, who are of infamous character and profession. 

24. It was not to bo expected that other than persons of infam on 
habits would be found cognizant of scenes such as these, or of murders 
committed inside a brothel ; but it appears that it was forgotten thas 
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these witnesses gave most unwilHug evidence ; in fact, they would have 
given no information at all had not the crime been brought home too close 
to them to be pleasant* It is certain they would not, and did not^ tell 
a word more than they could help^ and the strong collateral and corro* 
borative evidence against Rudduah, by the finding in her house of the 
very poisons which Soomerkhee alleged were used in destroying her 
victims, was entirely overlooked, or at all events escaped mention on the 
grounds roeoriled for the release of the prisoners. 

25. However, it is not my part to comment upon this judgment, and 
it would be useless to do so. The effect of it has, however, been to 
effectually close *the door of information against us. Chowrassia is now 
doggedly silent, and retracts every word of the confession made by her 
to Captain Watson. 

26. The reason of this is sufficiently self-evident. She dare not give 
information of a gang many of whose members are unknown to her 
by name, and of whom the members she did and can name arc at large. 
To do so would bo almost certain death to her so soon as at large and 
beyond tho protection aflForded by a jail, wl)ich must follow upon the 
pardon, conditional or otherwise, of any criminal. 

27. To return, how^ever, to Zalim Singes gang. I have before stated 
both Brij Bussia and Chowrassia assert they were cmjdoyed by him, that 
he was at the head of a gang of poisoners. The truth of their story is 
corroborated by the agreements in, as well as by the very discrepancies 
of, their statements, by the fact that Soomerkhee and Rudduah denounced 
by them were found to be followers of this profession in its worst form. 

28. I will now see how far this is likely to be true from the character, 
liabits, or associates of the men denounced. 

29. Regarding Zalim Sing and the Ranee Lulloo, Captain Watson 
writes as follows - 

** L tracod Zuliin Sing fi'om one house in which he had resided to another, and found 
that he had changed his residence three tiiuee. 1 took the depositions of his ditfeivut 
landiioldors, and 1 nscortniued from them that the ^^reuc^o-Rujali was undoubtedly a loose 
character, and that he was in daily intercourse with suspicionsdookiug persons ; and ono 
landlord, by name Mulloo Mull, of the Laboree Tolah, stated that a robbery w'hich took 
place woe, be believes, committed with the cotmivaiice of the Ranee Lulloo, and that be 
even accused her of the theft, and that the next day she Red. This happened a fetv days 
after tho death of Zalim Sing. Another of the landlords named Mnnnah Loll turned him 
out, AS he could not stand tho coming and going of improper characters, and feared for tho 
respeotabiUty of bis house.” 


Mentioned by Buu Russia. 

Jowala Persi^id (apprehended), — Sent to Captain Chamberlain, as 
suspicion exists of his being connected with the Oonao thuggee cases. 

Chcwrmm^ Rudditah^ Soomei^hhee (undoubted poisoners) . 

Mentioned by Chowrassia. 

Said to be how head of a gang; this is not 
pioved, but, Dultummun Sing is a proclaimed offender and an undoubted 
bad character. 

Ravi Ci4«r«.— Said to be receiver of plunder from poisoners with 
guilty knowledge. As^no property was found, he has been acquitted ; 
but be was repufed and notorious as receiver of stoleu property and a 
bad chaxacterj and has been dealt with under Section 296, Act XXV 
of 1861, St 
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Seeiul Koombee,*^iJo proof obtained of thugg^eo or administriktion 
ot poison^ but general bad character establiehedj and sentexiGed under 
Section 296, Act XXV* 

Soottdur ZalL^Ditto ditto ditto. 

30. Further, I think the uniform character of the crimes committed 
in the several districts round Benares, comprising the whole of that 
division, and the Doab as far as Cawnpore, give strong and most con- 
clusive evidence that this crime is perpetrated by a system. Not only 
are the methods employed of decoying the victims the same, the poisons 
used are identical ; though deadly in any quantity, they are administered 
in every case in such quantity as to stupefy only ; and4he occurrences of 
these crimes take place at such distances from each other, and yet 
frequently so near in the time of occurrence, os to preclude the idea of 
being committed by the same individuals. 

31. In the Oudh territory another plan of attack is pursued, and 
the same features attend cases which occur there in the districts extend- 
ing to Calpee and to the Fifttehghur District. 

32. In Benares the victims are invariably travellers, who are accosted 
on the road ; they are asked the place to which they are travelling, and 
the poisoners invariably assert that they arc going to another place in 
the same direction, eitiier beyond or before the place named, and they 
then propose to travel together. This they do for two or more journeys 
(apparently required to obtain confidence) ; they then get the opportunity 
of purchasing or cooking food for the party, in which they mix suflScient 
dbatoora or khurre(3areo to stupefy. On recovery (which occupies from 
12 to 48 hours) the travellers find their property and companions gone. 

33. In Oonao the victims are almost invariably murdered (at all 

- 1.0 events, I believe this is the case), or the folio w- 

apprciiondcd. The full P‘an IS adopted : The poisoner with his 

convincing proof of guilt family, or persons said to be his family, hire* 
obtained by Captain ^ bailee and bullocks for the journey. On the 
am or am. Owner of the cart is poisoned (not mur- 

dered), and the poisoners decamp with the bailee. These cases have 
occurred as high up as the District of Mozufiernuggor, but not one case 
of this character has occurred round Benares. 

34. Now, I presume that each class of crime is perpetrated by a 
gang on a system laid down, and if so, that the members of this gang 
work with a knowledge of, and in mission with, each other. Wore there 
no evidence in support of this view, the very peculiar similarity between 
every case occurring in the same tract would induce belief to this eifeot. 

35. But 1 consider satisfactory proof has been obtained; and whilst 
writing this report I have received from Captain Chamberlain copies 
of revelations, made by others now in his oustodyi concerning the exist- 
ence of a gang. 

36. In the course of enquiries by Captain Watson, a woman, named 

Purtahoo, was apprehended. The evidence against her was so clear, she 
had no course left but to make a clean breast of it. Her confession 
(which has been verified in many respects, and is amongst the papers 
forwarded herewith) commences with the anx^uncement, I am a thug 
and a member of a gang of thugs; we phtnder by administering 
dhatoora and dej^ving^ictims of sensibility, but do not take life/' the 
words being " “ 



40 


* i-;'^ e/4ir^ 

87. As Captain Watson's translation differs^ I have g^iven the above 
extract from her vernacular confession^ and appended a fuller translation 
of my own. 

88. If the revelations or confessions forwarded with Captain Watson's 
report, the collateral and corroborative evidence obtained from circum^ 
stances, from the characters of those implicated, and from the uniform 
character of the crimes committed in different parts of the country, are 
such as to convince or to lead to a conclusion that robbery by adminis- 
tration of poison is an offence committed by associations of men and 
women, 1 venture to ask whether extraordinary laws and Ineasures 
are not required for the suppression of such crime. 

39. I am convinced tliat this crime can^nly be suppressed by strin- 
gent measures and through the agency employed in the suppression of 
thuggee under another form, — that is, through convicted criminalsi I am 
convinced that the punishment awardable under Section 328, Act XLV 
of 1860, is insufficient to deter from the commission of this offence, 
which, although there may be desire to stupefy only, is frequently 
followed by fatal results, life or death depending on circumstances be- 
yond the control or judgment of the offender ; and I am further con- 
vinced that a law is necessary regulating the sale and the possession 
of poisonous and deleterious drugs, and for meeting cases like that of 
Mussamut Budduah, wlio was found in possession of made-^up pills of 
dhatoora, arsenic, for no other possible object than that of causing death 
or insensibility. 

40. I am supported in these opinions by Colonel Hervey and his 
officers for the suppression of thuggee^ and, I believe, by every Magis- 
trate of these Provinces. 

41. I append to this report a list of gangs asserted to have been 
or to be in existence by the women apprehended by Captain Watson, 
and which should be a subject of continuous enquiry. 

42. I consider that Captain Watson's commission has not been 
fruitless; that he has obtained a great deal of vulunblc information, 
which can and probably would be the means of obtaining a full and 
correct exposure of an extensive system of crime under the practice of 
the Thuggee Department ; and I trust the Honorable the Lieutenant- 
Governor will see reason to bo satisfied with what he has done, under 
very great difficulties and in excess of duties already sufficiently arduous. 

43. I would recommend the convicted prisoner Soomurkhee be made 
over to Colonel Hervey for custody, with the same privileges as other 
convicted criminals admitted as approvers; that the prisoners Brij 
Bussia, Chowrassia, Kulhussia, and Purtaboo be made over to Captain 
Chamberlain, together with all informations, evidences, or other docu- 
ments now in Captain Watson's hands; and as it appears to me most 
desirable that Purtaboo and Brij Bussia should, after conviction, be 
retained os approvers, 1 « would advise that Captain Chamberlain be 
directed to await the orders of Government of India before deciding on 
their ulterior destiny. 
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From Captain John ThoNnhili Watson, Ma^istrato on Special Duty, Benares, to 
M. H. Court, Esq,, Lispcctor-Geueral of Police, North-Western Piwinces,— 
No. dated Benares, the 17th July 1803. 


1 have the honor to lay before you a brief narrative of my prooeed- 
ings and of the enquiries 1 have made regarding the crime of dhatoora 
poisoning. 

* Permit me to preface this report by 'reminding yon that my investi*** 
gations have been carried on concurrentlg^with my ordinary jifuties as a 
Police OiRcer^ and whilst preparing for an examination, the result of 
which would very materially affect my future prospectsj 

1 feel this explanation necessary, as I have to solicit your forbearance 
towards my shoi’tcomings, and because my success has not been com- 
mensurate with the sanguine anticipations with which I Entered upon 
this duty. 

In the month of August 1861, 1 was informed by a constable em- 
ployed by me in a detective capacity that a woman who had been im- 
prisoned in the Benares Jail could make a revelation which might prove 
of intei'est. I directed that this woman should be brought to me, and 
from her I learnt that a female named Brij Bussia, at that time incar- 
cerated for theft by administering dhatoora, could make a statement and 
confession which might lead to the discovery of great crimes. 

I lost no time in obtaining permission to see this woman, and the 
story she narrated to me was written down from her dictation and a copy 
was sent to you. The result of this step was that I was honored by a 
special commission to investigate the truth of my informant's revela- 
tions, and to follow up any (due she might give me for the purpose of 
bringing to justice such of her accomplices as she might denounce. 
After a short interval my powers were extended, and I was permitted 
to take cognizance of all cases of dhatoora poisoning which might be 
brought to light in the course of my investigations, and such cases, 
when proved, I was directed to commit to the Sessions. 

In drawing np this report it appears to me tliat the clearest way of 
setting before you the result of my enquiries will be to give you a close 
translation of salient points of the statement or confession of each ap- 
prover, and marginally to note the steps taken and the persons appre- 
hended in consequence. It will then be apparent at a glance what 
results have been achieved, and also what, jwrtion of the confession has 
borne the test of investigation and enquiry. I will also send you the 
vernacular confession in full, which can be compared with my ab- 
stract. 


Brij Bmsia^s confesaion.^'M.j name is Brij Bussia. My father's 
name was Jewrah, of the Rajpoot caste ; I was born in the village 
of Dooluali, in the district of Chuprab, and was married to a man 
T ^ v 1 - u r named Jye Narain Sing. I lived 

(1) I have reason to beUeve ho i. stiUahve. 

foor years after which I left my home with my ehrldren^ a boy and girl. 
1 married the girl to the son of Ooorga Boy. I comgm|ed a theft at 

Mmpor^ and was ^unprisoned for 

(2) Tme. Goraokpore (2) 

Jail. When the term of my imprisonment had expired 1 went to 
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(3) Apprehciidctl ; Btrict enquiries mode, but 
owin^ to bis reticence no facts elicitod ; sent 
on to Major Chamberlain, as a suspicion exists 
of his being in some way connect^ with the 
Ooiiao thuggee cases. 


Sewhoney^ Ilamnu^gGr^ and made 
tbeacquaiDtaDCCoftwomen named 
Jug<;^er Nauth and Jowala (S) 
Pershad. These persons told me 
they were the servants of a Raja 
Zalim Sing, and that they were looking cut for a female servant for his 
Ranee. 1 went with them to the Rajahs house and obtained service. 
The day I obtained service the Raja set out for Nepaul and remained 
there a year. In our companywas a woman named Chowrassia (4), as 
, ^ , , , , as the Ranee (5) LuIIoo, and 

S •»»«>» f.md. m.n.d Badmecye. 

(0) No trace yet discovered. (6) ot the Kahar caste, and three 

(7, 8, 9, 10, 11) Many efforts have been men whose names are Ram Dayal 
in«ao toatreBtth««per»on8.butl regret to gj mx Seotaloo Sine (8), and 
8»y without success. _ ^ ^ 

Jowahir Smg (9) ; besides the 

above named Jowala Pershad and Jugger Nauth (10) and Sew Bux 
Kahar (11), and some ten men besides whos^^ names I cannot recollect. 
After residing in Nepaul we returued to Goruckpore and lived in the 

a , , , city for two months. It was about 

(12)Ai>prche«dod.«.,iecoT.fc««o«.p«gel3. j Chotvrassia 

(12) were sent to drug persons with dhatoora, and we both were direct- 
ed to do this by tlio Raja and Ranee, who explained that they were in 

want of money. At a place called 
Kooshoombye (13) we got into 
company witli two travellers, and 
after a time we gave them dha- 
toora in their food and robbed 
them of two gold mohurs. A 
mistry, who lived near the scene 
of this occurrence, discovered us 
and having beaten us gave us into 
custody and sent us to the Chowkee of Peiraj ; here the travellers com- 
pounded the affair, and the Police let us go. We gave the plunder to 

(14) Tliis story did not stnuil the t(*st of Jowala Persliad, accoiding to 
investigatinii, and appears to liiive i>con got up the orders received from the Raja, 
with the intentioxi of iniplieuting Ghuitcc This happened four I’^ears ago. I 
Burhai, an old enemy of Brij Bnaeia’s. drugged a woman ( 1 4) and 

boy at Goruckpore and robbed them of a necklace and gave it to Lulloo, 

(IB) Apprebend^ and cloeoly examined, Jowala Pershad to 

clear of all blaino as rcgiinls the crime of 
professional poisoning, but disoovered to ho a 
hud character and notorious house breaker. 

Returned to the Goruckpore authorities. 


(13) Properly Koosbye; the error in the 
ijumo led to much delay in fiudiug the scone 
of tbo octMirronoo. 1 wont myself to Gonick- 
porc and pOTSonolly aBcertuined that in esson- 
tiul points the confession of the crime said to 
have been commiltod at Koosbyo did not agree 
with the facts of the case os asccrtHiiiecl by 
onquirios ou tlio KiK>t. There the witnesses 
stated that no one was in company with Brg 
Bussia when she comuiittod the crime. 


break it up. The pieces were sold 
through the agency of Gbuttee 
(16) Burhai, and I got my share 
of the plunder. After this I went 
home and took an opportunity to drug a Brahmin named Buebun Nusr 

, . , (16) and his mother, and having 

(16) The enquiries made into the truth of ' - - - - - - 

this story do not substautiato the ^se, and the 
confession has vori^ at different times. 


(17) Brij Bussia was imprisoned in the 
Goruckpore Kotwallee, as stated by her. 


robbed them of some brass utensils 
I fled again to Goruckpore and 
returned to my master Zalim 
Sing. I was imprisoned in the 
Kotwallee (17) on a charge of 
theft a few days after my return. 
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and Zalim Sing immediately set out tor Benares by way of Jounpore* 
After twenty days I was released and followed the Raja to Benares ; both 
the Raja and Ranee told me that in Benares I ought to get much money 
and sent me out. In my wanderings I arrived at Ramuuggur and made 

the acquaintance of a girl named 

(18) Apprehended and wntenced to impri. goomorkheo and a woman 

soiiment for Ufe with labour euitod to her aex. ooomcrKneo [in) ana a woman 

named Budduah (19), who were 

poisoners by trade. I stopped a 

(19) Apprehended: recommended for with them and returned to 

^ Benares. I attemped afterwanls 

to drug some travellers at Fur- 

Tuckabad, but was apprehended and imprisoned. The llaja was the bead 
of a large gang of poisoners ; many pei'sons wore in the habit of com- 
ing secretly to him, and whispered conversation used to take place ; 

when I knew him he was engaged 

(20) llnj BuBsin stntofl that as many m profession. While 1 was 

three or lour linndred pei'soiis belonged to . -'lo* rri* o* i 

Zulim Sing’s gang; when asked #iow she 1*^ Haja ZaLim ding (lied, and 
knows that there were so many she says tliat the Ranoc fled and tOOk away my 

in convejsation with the Kance Lulloo tho ^OV Beharec. As mailV 06 iifleeil 

liiiia was reported to have a great number of i i ^ a.\ 

followers. persons hove come during the 

night to consult and plot with 
Raja Zalim Sing. He was the chief of as many as three or four 
hundred (^0) men and women, all employed in this trade of poi- 


soning. 

As soon as the above statement was made to me, I lost no time in 
(endeavouring to ascertain all that I could regarding this so-called Baja 
Zalim Sing, and by degrees I learnt the following facts connected with 
him : Sewally, near Jeypore, was informed that a Ra^ja with a body of 
horsemen and some camels had encamped near the village, and that their 
leader being on an expedition might give something towards the slirino 
at which he (Hurdeo) otiiciated. With this lioj^c the Brahmin prepared 
a present for the Raja of fruit and flowers and went into the camp, 
where he was well received and obtained 100 rupees for his temple from 
the chief of the party, who was called Zalim Sing. Years passed and 
lliirdeo would have forgotten the circumstance, but his religious duties 
called him to Benares, and one day, while passing through the streets 
of the city, he heard some one called to him, and on looking up he saw 
a person at a window who beckoned to bim to come in ; he did so, and 
found himself in the presence of a man somewhat advanced in life, 
dressed in a slovenly manner, and without any sign of rank or distinc- 
tion. This person reminded him of the gift of 100 rupees to the 
temple of Sewally, and stated that be was the Raja Zalim Sing who had 
been so generous to him on that occasion. Tho Brahmin Hurdeo, re- 
membering the crowds of attendants who had at that time accompanied 
the Raja, expressed bis surprise at the altered condition in which he now 
discovered him, namely, poorly clad and inadequate! jr attended. To this 
Zalim Sing replied that he had lost bis property dunn^ tbe mutiny, and 
was then seeking redress from Government, The intemew was the 
first of a series which ended in the Biahndu making over tHkhe supposed 
Raja all the money he could spare, not a fraction of which ho ever saw 
again, for business recalling him to his home he departed, and on his 
return he found that tlie person called. Zalim Sing was dead, aud that 
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the Ranoc Lulloo had fled. Wium he lieard some monlhs a^o tliat 
enquiries were being made about the Uaja^ he came forward and made 
the statement above given. 

1 traced Zalim Sing from one bouse in which he had resided while 
hero to another^ and found that he had changed his residence three times, 
1 took the depositions of his di/Terent landlords, and I ascertained from 
them that this pseudo^K^]^ was undoubtedly a loose character, and that 
he was in daily intercourse with suspicious-looking persons; and one 
landlord, by name Mulloo Mull, of the Lahoree Tolah, stated that a 
robb(5ry which took place about this time was, he believes, committed 
with the couinvancc of the Ranee Lulloo, and that he even accused her 
of the thcfl, and that the nest day she fled, 'iliis happened a few days 
after the death of Zalim Sing. Another of his landlords^ named Munna 
Lall, turned him out, as he could not stand the coming and going of 
improper characters and feared for the respectability of his house. 

Zalim Singes statement that be was the Raja of Chiitterpore, Tekoree, 
has proved (as might have have been expected) to be false; he does not 
ap})ear to liave been in any way connected with that family, at least 
none of the numerous enquiries that I have made in any way connect 
him with Cbutterpore, Tekoree, My personal enquiries at Goruckpore 
greatly damaged Brij Russia's character for tmthfulncss. I found that> 
her aecoimt of an occMirrenoc in which she had been engaged, and in 
whicli, according to her statement, she had acted in concert with a 
woman named tUiowrassia, was grossly inaccurate, and that she ha<l 
deceived me in tluj most essential particulars. I have, moreover, had 
occasion to remark on the variations in her several depositions ; a sudden 
question has often produced an answer completely at variance with pre- 
vious admissions. In short, 1 think that it is a matter of doubt whether 
Zalim Sing was ever the chief of a band of poisoners; that ho was a 
loose character, and tliat he was mixed up actively in the disturbances 
of 1857 is, I think, excessively probable; and the fact of his having 
been at the head of an armed band of men fifteen years ago leails me to 
think that ho was in all likelihood one of the many freebooters who 
formerly so troubled Bundlecund and the adjacent provinces. He used 
to boast that he had fought against the British in the first Sikh war, 
and Brij Bussiu states that be had an interview with the Muhavanee 
Cliunda iuNepaul. That be came up in 1857 with evil intentions is not 
an unnatural supposition, and his own account of having lost the pro- 
perty he entrusted to Koer Sing gives a colour to the notion that he 
fought under the orders of the rebel, and shared in his reverses ; but 
ulthougli 1 admit that the flict of his having been the head of an organ- 
ised band of poisoners is not proved^ I do not assert that such w:is 
impossible. 1 Ihiuk he may have eiigagtvl in this crime, and if, as he 
stated, ho had been in the Punjab during the first Sikh war, he may 
have become acquainted with the mode of practising thuggee in all its 
branches, as it is notorious that when we first occupied Lahore tiie crime 
of thuggee was very prevalent throughout the land of the Five Rivers. 

Mr. Gubbius, the late Commissioi>er, had some recollection of a visit 
from the nianp and of having directed that he should not again be ml- 
initted : and a native gefttlomau of this city has also told me that ho 
had an interview with Zalim Sing, the result of which Avas to convince 
him that the man was an impostor and a cheat. 
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The eD4eavours which have been made to capture the Ranee liulloo 
have not been eucoeasfuU She was tracked from one oity to another, 
and finally all traeea were lost in the oity of Indore. I have reason to 
believe that every effort was made, by all conoerned, to apprehend this 
person, and I am very sure that, except taking up the pursuit myself, 
I have left no means untried to effect her capture. 1 should mention that 
a woman was apprehended at Dutteah owing to the remarkable resem- 
blance she bore to the Banca ; but on her arrival at Benares, and on her 
being confronted with the approvers, it w'as discovered that, though 
extremely like, she was not the person required. One of the persona 
denounced by Brij Bussia was a woman named Soomerkhee, with whom 
she became acquainted at Bamnugger. 1 had this person arrested and 
confronted with her accuser ; the result was that she made the following 
confession connected with the commission of a dreadful crime in Benares. 
This confession was made before me, and I never hoard anything which 
more clearly carried conviction. The manner of the woman was that of 
one burdened with 'a heavy crime. Her reluctance to oommenec her 
narrative, and the unaliaken consistency with which she persisted in 
every detail, together with tears and entreaties for pardon, carried to my 
mind a conviction of her guilt, which the most minute and careful 
investigation only tended to strengthen. On this confession, corrobo- 
rated by the strongest circumstantial evidence, I commiled to the 
Sessions a woman called Budduah, and two others named Parbuttee and 
Bilasee, and a man named Quucsh Pershad, as being an accessory to 
the crime of murder by thuggee. The Sessions Judge, after a very long 
and patient trial, found the prisoners guilty and sentenced the principal 
parties to death. The proceedings in due course were Ibrwarded to the 
Sadder Court, but returned as the informer Soonierkhee had not been made 
an approver in the manner laid down by the Thuggee Department, as 
follows : she should have been tried on her own confession, and if the 
evidence of a collateral and corroborated nature was sufficient, she should 
have been sent to the Sessions and convicted, and her sentence forwarded 
for confirmation to the Sadder Court. This was duly done; she renewed 
her confession on the promise of a conditional pardon, was tried at the 
Sessions Court, and condemned to death, as all the details of her state- 
ment were most fully corroborated. This sentence was commuted by 
the Sudder Court, which, however, concurred fully in the guilt of the 
prisoner, to imprisonment for life with labour suited to her sex. Sooiner- 
khee being now a properly-constituted approver, the case against those 
associated with her in the crime for which she was condemned was again 
brought forward, and after a patient investigation which, if anything, 
made the proof against her accomplices stronger than before, they were 
committed to the Sessions. In the meanwhile another Judge had been 
appointed to Benares, who went it>to the case ab initio, visiting tbe 
scene of the crime and calling many fresh witnesses ; the result of the 
trial was that the prisoners were again recommended for the punishment 
of death with the exception of Qunesh Pershad, who was sentenced 
to rigorous imprisonment for life, and the proccedinga were again sub- 
mitted to the Sudder Court, and that Court directed the release of all 
the prisoners, not considering the charge of ifiurdor dr that of thiiggee 
proved. 
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I will not here give the whole of Soomerkhee^s confession^ which is 
very long, and comprises much unimportant, matter connected with her 
previous life, and also some important information which has been the 
subject of careful enquiries. At present I will confine myself to an 
account of that portion of this woman^s statement which relates to the 
murder of a man named Juggut, in the city of Benares. Soomerkhee 
liaviug keen recommended to a woman named Rudduah by her former 
mistress, also a poisoner by profession (since dead), commenced plying 
her trade in Benares, and by the direction of Rudduah proceeded to the 
Sowallah Ghtlfc of this city as being a likely place to meet with a victim. 
This was on the jrfternoon of a day in the month of January 1861 . The 
evil fortune of a traveller of the Rajpoot caste threw him in this girlie 
path, and she commenced to practise upon him tho evils which has 
already ensnared to their ruin former victims. After some conversation 
tho man, who called himself Juggut, asked the girl to permit him to 
accompany her, and she consented and led him to the house occupied by 
two prostitutes, a mother and daughter, frieifds of her mistress Rudduah ; 
she took the traveller to this house in accordance with a preconcerted 
arrangement with Rudduah, who told her that the two women, feilasee 
and Parbuttoe, were safe friends of hers, and would assist her in the 
execution of any design upon travellers. Having succeeded in getting 
the man into the house, she next made arrangements with the two 
women, and, having found an opportunity of mixing arsenic and a poison 
of a narcotic nature, called by the natives kurrearee, with JugguVs food, 
she did so. The man died at midnight, and she at once possessed 
herself of the money he had on his person, and gave Bilasce something 
for tho body-carriers and returned to her mistress RuddualPs house in 
the grey of the morning. This is the pith of Soomerkhee^s confession, 
which is strongly corroborated by the story of a young girl, also a pros- 
titute, who appears to have been too young to be initiated into the 
secrets of ihe gang. Tho girl, who knew nothing of Soomerkhee, stated 
that she remembered her arrival accompanied by a traveller, because she 
was turned out of her apartment on the ground floor to make room for 
tliom, and that she was given a room on the upper storey of the house, 
from which she was not allowed to descend for two days ; and that when 
relesised she found Ihe room on the ground floor had been newly plaster- 
ed, os is the custom here when n person dies in any chamber. Soomcr- 
khee^s story was also fully confirmed by an old servant woman who lived 
with the prostitutes, Bilasee and Parbuttee. 

The trial was very interesting, and all those who were bound to elu- 
cidate tho truth of the story have been morally convinced of the facts of 
the case; but as the body of Juggut was thrown into the Ganges, aud 
as he was a stranger regarding whose disappearance no enquiries were 
ever made, the fact that murder had been committed was not accepted 
by those who are bound to sec that every legal requirement is fulfilled to 
the letter. I may here state that as Gunesh Fershad (who, 1 have 
before mentioned, was an accessory to the murder) was the head of- the 
mohullab, the removal of Juggut's body to the banks of the river was a 
matter of the greatest ease in a city where bodies are constantly being 
carried to the gh&ts from all parts of the adjacent country as well as 
from the interior of the town. 

The next confession, to which I beg to draw your attention, was 
made by a woman whose arrest was effected with much difficulty 



and after tedious watching; slie also was denounced by Brij Bussia aa 
having belonged to Zolim Sing's gang^ and as having been oonoerned 
with her in the drugging and subsequent robbery of some travellers 
near Goruckpore, I consider tlie names of places and persona in this 
narrative have been purposely altered, and that, though some of the 
incidents are true, the localities are not corectly given. 

ChowT<i% 9 ia *8 -About five years ago a woman named 

/aix mi.- • .a m Jbeloc (21). rcsidcut at a village 

(21) This woman u under snrvoUUnoe. -r.- 

’ near Kalka Barrah, in the District 

of Benares, who is a professional poisoner, taught me the trade of poison- 
ing, and gave me a pill in which was sufficient poison tado the business 

of 5 or 7 men. In company with 
Kuiijoet Sing (22), Drigpal Sing 
(23), and Sheo Newaz (24), I 
went towards Allahabad, and at 
the Tewary Talao (25) Serai, we 
gave a fourth part of the pill to u 
man named Sewtahul, and we took 
his property and fled to the house 
of Dultummuu Sing (26). We 
left his house at the Serai. We 
all remained at Dultuuimun's till 
the third day, and I then returned 
to Benares, having received two rupees and a lotah and dhotee. On the 
road I was robbed of all my property. I went to the house of Ram- 

(27) Appreh«nd.d.and rfterfull onquiric. (*7) in th« Man Muuder, 

hud boon in ado and no stolon property found, 
forwarded to Magistrate for geno:^ bad con- 
duct and for being, by repute, a rectuver of 
stolon pr»n)erty under Section 296, Act 1861. 

(28) Apprehended ; discovered to be a very 
aged mun, who acknowledges to have adopted 
Chowrassia’s son ; also stated that he knew 
her to be a bad character-rrelcasod. 


(22, 23, S4) Nothing tending to criminate 
those elicited aa regards dhatoora poisoning, 
and an enmity between Cbowrassin and the 
accused ascertained to have existed— released. 

(25) No record of any such incident can 
be found in the Allahabad District^eithor in 
the Magistrate’s Office or at the sconce of the 
occorrence. The residents on the spot deny 
all kiiowlSdge of the crime. 

(26) As Ihiltummun Sing’s name figures 
frequently *ijn this narrative, I will give a short 
account of him at its conclusion. 


who is a receiver of st>olon pro 
perty; from thence to the resi 
denoe of Ramsuboy Sing (2H), a 
pensioner. I went there because 
he had charge of and protected 
my son. I went after a few days 
back to Dultummun and asked 
for my share of plunder, I received two hundred rupees, and came 
back to Benares just as the mutiny broke out. I then went to Gun- 

(29) This man was brought before me and PUt Pandy's_(29) and finally re- 
stated that he knew Chowrassia waa reported 
to be a bad character, and he added that she 
did go to bis house on the occasion mentioned 
and that ho refused to admit her. 

(30) Apprehended; no proof against this 
old woman, who has respectable friends, and 


who says that all she knows of Ohowrassia is 
that she has sometimes given her (Chowrassia) 
money in charity— released. 

(31, 32, 33, 84^ 35, 36) Both the names of 
the men and the scence of the crime, if it ever 
occurred, hav£ been altered. 1 myself have 
visited the place at which the offence is said 
to have been committed, and, after the most 
searching enquiri^, I have no hesitation in 
stating that no crime of the nature described 
was ever commitM at Raja-ka-Talao or at 
Budowee, which is the name of tbc village in 
which the talao is situated. 


turued to Doltummuo's hoiiHe. 
I placed the money I had received 
in tile charge of Mussamut'Goodur 
Bhow (30). After wandering 
about the district for some 15 
days, Dultummun Sing arranged 
a party for plunder, consisting of 
the following persons, f»f:., "Sheo- 
newaz (31), Bunjeet Sing (32), 
Drigpal Sing (38), and Ramasiher 
(34), and Shewgolaom (35), and 
another named Shewdinwah (36), 
and four others of the Thakoor 


caste. This party was armed and 
proceeded to the Raja-ka-Talao, 
in the Mirza Mowrad districts. Close to the village Rudowea we 
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found throe travellers stopping at this place^ namelj , two Musulmans and 
one Hindooj who were on their way from Cawnpore to Lucknow. We 
remained three days in their company ; on the fourth day we admi- 
nistered poison to the Mahomedans in their food and they became insen- 
sible^ and Bunjeet Sing slew the Hindoo with his tulwar. As there was 
noise in the direction of the house of Baboo Durshun Lall, we fled to 
the house of a friend of Dultummun^s in' the village of Neepowah^ and 
remained there till the next day ; when we returned to Dultummun's 
house^ those who had accompanied the party dispersed, and 1 remained 
with Dultummun^s female servant 15 days. After this he gave me 
five rupees and some clothes, and told me to go. I went to Benares, and 
T I I 1 * X 1 X X u Bamchurn (37), who is a receiver 

(87) I have already stated what steps have a i ' 'i.i. J 

bocD token regarding this man. of Stolen property, permitted me 

to reside with him five months. 
I became acquainted with the above-named person through a woman 

(88> Apprehended, not the women who U “““ed Rudduah (88). About 
mentioned in Boomerkheo's confession. Eii- this tune I saw the Baja Zalim 
quiries prove that enmity has for a long time Singes servatlts and went with 

thorn to a fair; their namOs were 
(39) Thia Deenbund appears to have hoen Deenbund (89), a Brahmin, Mad- 
Chowrassitt's husband, since dead. hoo Sing f40), and fiutcha Kuhar 

I (41). We met some travellers on 

(42) This crime wfis smd to have been com- \ • j • a 

mitic’d at Syndpore liethuoo, but after strict Oliazipore road going ^ to 

enquiries not only from the Police but also of Benares (42) ; we entered iuto 
thcinhabitont8,iio kindoffomidationfor the conversation with them and re- 
etory WB8 diecovered. .. j„„ n„ 


r.nowra«,ui- ^hom to a fair; their namOs were 

(39) Thia Deenbund appears to have hoen Deenbund (89), a Brahmin, Mad- 
Chowrasaia’a hualmnd, since dead. hoo Sing f40), and Butcba Ktlhar 

I (41). We met some travellers on 

(42) Tilts crime wfis said to have been com- \ • j • a 

mitied at Syndpore liethuoo, but after strict Oliazipore road going ^ to 

enquiries not only from the Police but also of Benares (42) ; we entered iuto 
the inhabitonts, 110 kind of foundation for the conversation with them and re- 
story was discovered. . -i , -it 

mained a day with them. On 
the second day they asked Butcha Kuhar to fetch some ghee ; we mixed 
the poison in the ghee, the travellers partook of it and became insen- 
sible. Wo plundered them and returned to Benares to the Baja Zalim 
Sing's house at the Laborec Tolah ; he gave me for my share a sheet of 
muslin and a gold mohur and a day's food, and said, Don't tell any one 
about this, and when I require you I will let you know," I then went 
^ A. j to the bouse of Bamchurn (43), 

(44) Vide Brij Bussia's stotomeut. ^'^t^r about a month, now 

about four years ago, I was sent 
for by Zalim Sing and told to proceed to Goruckpore. I went. 1 fonnd 
Brij Bussia (44) there. One day Baja Zalim Sing and Luiloo Bauce 
told us to go out on an expedition and drug people and bring in the 
plunder ; so we two went out east of Goruckpore, and near a stream we 


(46) This is the same story ns that told by 
Bnj Bussia and enquired into by mo on tlie 
spot, etc*, at the village of Koosbye near Go- 
ruckpore. I found indeed tliat a dhatoora 
poisoning ciso bad ooourrod at the time and 
place specified, but the details did not corre* 
spond; the crime bad not been reported by 
the Police and the parties who bad apprehend- 
ed Brij Bussia, whom they recognised, declared 
that she alone bad committed the crime and 
denied that Chowrassia had been implicated. 
Brij Bussia explained their denial by stating 
that Chowrassia bad bribed them to silence at 
the time of their apprehension; and that she 
alone bad been token to the tltonnah. 1 fear 
that thto lame explanation leaves the affair at 


mot two Hindoo travellers (45) 
and commenced joking with them ; 
and these men after a time asked 
us to get something to eat for 
them. We bought some choorah 
and dahee with the money they 
gave us; when we mixed sugar 
with the dahee, Brij Bussia put in 
the dhatoora. After eating this 
food the travellers became insen- 
sible; we took from them two 
gold mohurs. We were discovered 
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best in the most uufiatisfActory condition, and 
that it is very probable that some improper 
influence must have been at work* despite the 
endeavour I have made to prevent anjr hind of 
collusion. 

(46) Apprehended and a full cmqoirj made 
in proof of having been im|dicated in dhatoo« 
rah poisoning cases, bat general bad ohaimcter 
established, and sentmi^ to imprismiment 
under Section 296; Act XXV» 1861^ 

(47) A full and caraf nl investigation oetab^ 
lishod the utter falsehood of this story. 


by a cbowkeedar and beaten* *and 
all . parties taken to tbe Police 
station. Hie travellers declared 
they had no complaint to make, 
and we were allowed to gfO» We 
j?ave the gold mohurs to lUja 
&lim Sing, Some 20 days after 
this occurrence. Raja Zalim Sing 
gave me money ana permitted me 
to return to Benares. 1 lived in 


the house of Rudduah in the Illakah of Dussasoomed in the city. About 
three years ago I committed a theft on a banker assisted by Seetul 
Koonbye (46), Ounga Sing, Nuukoo Soonar, and Sirabul Aheer, and 
another man, a Brahmin; we stole 400 rupees in cash ^ besides jewels. 
My share was 100 rupees. Two years ago I robbed Balkisben Dass, 
assisted by Seetul Koonbye and Mussaraut Ounga Daiye, of about 14 
rupees, and got none of it. 1 became acquainted with a woman named 
Maharanee, who resided iif the august Koondali (47), 1 mixed dha- 

toora jvith her sberbut and robbed her of 40 rupees cash and some 
clothing; and placing the goods in safe ou8tf)dy 1 hid in the bouse of 
Mooueah, who refused to let me have any of the property I had stolen 
from Maharanee. I made a journey to Jug^ernath and returned to 
Benares, and lived in the house of a Mookhtcar named Soouder Lall 


(48) I had this man apprehended and made 
an investigation into the charge against him, 
iminoly, complicity with, and ubctnieut of, 
profossioiial poisoners; the prosecution failed 
for want ot evidence, but it having transpired 
that the man had lieeu obliged to retire from* 
practice as a Mookhtoar, and also that be then 
bore a most iudiiferciit character, I required 
from him and obtained security for good con* 
duct. 


(48), About 8 months ago, ac- 
companied by Sutoo, a Brahmiu, 
I went to Chowbeyporo and drug- 
ged two women by mixing dha- 
toora with their liquor ; we rob- 
bed them, while inseusihle, of some 
ornaments. W^e separated by 
agreement and met at Lodooporo 
and divided the plunder equally. 


I gave an ornament called a kum to Bishaishur by direction of the 
Mookhtear Soonder Lall to iudiioe Bishaishur to give false evidence in a 
case connected with Soonder Lall. My next journey was to Muttra, 
and on my return I was apprehended. 1 knew the Baja Zalim Sing and 
the Ranee Lulloo ; he was the bead of a gang of about 200 men and 
several women. I have mentioned tbe names of as many persons as 1 
recollect who are poisoners by protession*; if I remember any others I 
will mention them. 


Tbe person named Dultummun Sing, so frequently mentioned in tbe 
above narrative, is undoubtedly a bad character, and committed many 
crimes against the Government during the disturbances of 1867. The 
Police of this district on one occasion, and previous to the date of this 
confession, endeavoured to arrest him, and nearly succeeded in doing so ; 
but, owing to the arrival of some of his friends, a> rescue was affected, 
but not before Dultummun had received a very severe wound from a 
sword-cut There is a very excellent reason for not immediately appre- 
hending this man, of which I shall do myself the honor of privately 
informing you. Every clue given by Chowrassia has been followed, and 
the most patient enquiry has been accorded to all'her statements. Further 
comment on this so-caltcd confession is unnecessary ; and this woman. 
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having failed to fulfil the conditions of her agreement^ is not to be pitied 
if she suffer the penalties attached to the commission of crime* 1 have 
not mentioned two other eases in which several innocent persons were 
implicated^ as this report is already becoming longer than I intended : 
suffice it to say that the pretended crimes referred to were satisfactorily 
proved to be inventions inspired by the malice of the narrator. 

The last confession which I shall record is that made by a female 
named Purtapea, who was arrested in this district for a crime committed 
in the Mirzapore Circle ; her description was accurately given by the 
Police authorities, and this constabulary having been put on the alerts 
the result was hef capture and consequent confession as herewith sub- 
mitted : — 


poisoners, viz,, Gopal 
(49), Hurdial (50), Hirwab (51), 
and a Rajpoot named Ishree (5^), 
and I assisted these people to drug 
some travellers who were coming 


I am a dhatoora poisoner by profession, but I do not take life. 
1 make people insensible, and then rob them. Twenty years ago I left 
my home for the purpose of making a pilgrimage, and reached Bhopal, 
where 1 met a man named Heerah Dass who taught me bow to drug peo- 
])lc, and I lived with him for some time. When he died I led a wander- 
ing life, and about three years ago 1 reached a place called Sirsoql, and 

(40, 60, 61, 62) 1 have had but little huc- there became acquainted with a 
eo88 ill upprcihending thcfio perooiiB ; as yet 
only Hirwah has been arrested, and he has not 
yot arrived. The eiujuirics made of the local 
antliorities have resulted in the assumnee that 
no crime of the nature specified bad occurred 
in the neighbourhood. 

from Meerut. We miaed dhatoora with their food and robbed them as 
soon ns they had become insensible. We then separated as we had 
previously arranged, having agreed to meet at Ooiiao. We did meet, 
but when 1 demanded my share of the plunder, I was denied my just 
right. While at Oonao we planned and executed another robbery. We 

(68) The letters addressed to Major Cham- joined company with a traveller 
bcrlain and others regarding this alleged (5S) proceeding to Cawtlpore, 
crime have been answerml to the effect that watched for an opportunity, drUff- 
no roconl of the occurrence «o«aed«.ista. l,is bundfe. 

W'^e left him on the roadside. On this occasion also I demanded my 
share of the plunder and was again refused ; I therefore parted company 
with these men ; they proceeded to Lucknow, and 1 took the road to 
where I remained for about three months, and from thence 
1 proceeded to Benares. I committed no crime whilst at Fyzabad, but 

(64) Tboclearteatmioiiy of all the witnesses village of Aurora (54), in 

in this case, aud the hopclessnesB of escape 
from justice, induced Puriapea to make a full 
confession of this crime. The stolen propci*ty, 
or at least a lar^ portion of it, has been re- 
covered through exertions of the Benares 
Police. 

crime having reached Benares, together with a description of my person, 
1 was apprehended at Cholapore. I must state that 1 committ^ a theft 
by administering dihatoora in the month of October 1861, in the District 

of Allahabad; I was assisted by 
(55, 56, 57, 58) With the exception of Mohun Doss (65), Sew Bux (56), 


the District of Mirzapore, I drug- 
ged a woman named Indree, the 
wife of Driggopaul, and robbed 
her of her ornaments, and in con- 
sequence of information of this 


Mohun Doss, none of tliis gnn|{ have ns yet 

been apprehended. The cose hits boon report-^ « I**! • 

ed to the Futteliporo aiithoritiics, who have Wc divided the property and gavo 
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caused full enquiries to be nmdd, but tbo Police 
uiake no sig^i ; at tlie same time information 
ims requested from the Magistrate of Allaha- 
bad, but up to this date no notice has boon 
taken of the request. 

(59) Many letters have been despatehed 
regsrding nbrain Doss, whose capture I am 
ex&emely anxious to effect; and copies of this 
confession have been sent to all tiersons likely 
to be able to assist in securing nis appreben- 
sion. 

(60) I obtained information of the residence 
of the Chowdry who recommended this Enhar. 

I sent for him, and after some conversation 
with him 1 procured a warmiit for the appre- 
hension of Sew Churn, and sent the Choa^ry 
to the Azimghur District. 1 have lately re- 
ceived intelligence that with the assistance of 
the local authorities tbo capture has been 
effected, and 1 daily expect to hear of the 
prisoner’s arrival. Should the case ly brought 
home to Sew Chum, 1 shall solicic a coudi- 
tional pardon on behalf of Purtapea. 

ed behind a short time and joined hin 
at Bithoor^ near Cawnpore^ and got n 
at Aurorah occurred afterwards/’ 


two gold mohurs to Namin Doss, 
a man who is the head of the 
poisoners in the Allahabad Dis- 
trict (59). The crime was com- 
mitted near a village called Sbah- 
zadpore, in the Perguunab Kurrah 
Manickpore, on the person of a 
traveller who stated that he was 
coming from Lahore. We ob- 
tained about 40 i|^ silver and two 
gold moburs and some olothes. 
After this affair 1 became friendly 
with a Kubar of the name of Sew 
Churn (60). We hired ourselves 
as servants to a woman who was 
travelling to one of the. hill fairs, 
and by my advice Sew Chum 
drugged her and fled. I remain- 
1 , as we had previously arranged, 
ly share of the plunder. The affair 


Tliis is the first of Purtapea^s confession. I have not mentioned two 
other cases which she narrates on hearsay, especially as the particulars 
are but vaguely given, and the names even of the principal parties are 
mentioned in a doubtful and uncertain manner. 


All the narratives I have entered in this report are of course con- 
siderably abridged. I have merely given outlines and names in order 
tliat 1 might sliew what I have done regarding each case. 

Pending the result of the different enquiries made, and in the absence 
of any full and convincing proof of the perfect truth of the above 
statement, I have proceeded against Purtapea for the crime committed 
by her at Aurorah and have committed her to the Sessions, from whence 
she has been sent to the central jail for a term of seven years. Under all 
circumstances it was necessary that sentence should be recorded against 
her previous to her being admitted as an approver, and the steps I have 
taken towards securing her conviction will not militate against her 
l>eing permitted to become an approver should it be found necessary or 
useful to obtain her services. 


1 trust that the perusal of these confessions, together with the mar- 
ginal notes referring to the persons and incidents mentioned in them, 
add to the mass of information already obtained regarding the 
habits and customs of dhatoora poisoners, and also enable you to judge 
of the manner in which 1 have endeavoured to discharge the duty 
entrusted to me. I have found that it is quite as difficult to detect the 
falsehood of a statement as to convince oneself of its truth. Every 
confession in all its details must be put to the proof; whether false or 
true the process is the same, but the results very diflerent; in the one 
instance, oppression and disappointment at the fruitlessness of the labour; 
in the other, renewed hope and renovated energy leading to fresh and 
confident exertions which are eventually crowned with success. 

1 will not enlarge on the difficulties I have encountered froin the 
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prevarication of witnesses^ the falsehood of approvers, and the general 
unwillingness to confess to the slightest knowledge of a crime on the 
part of residents at or near the scene of its occurrence ; these difficult 
ties I share in common with all ofiicors who are engaged in detecting 
crime, and I rejoice to think that 1 have partially overcome them and 
that my enquiries have not been altogether useless. I am here reminded 
what 1 have not mentioned, that I have been successful in the last two 


cases of dhatoora poisoning which have occurred in this neighbourhood. 
In both cases the ofTenders have been arrested and recognised ; the first 
^ ^ ^ case terminated in the conviction 

‘k* .nmind 

Patangea,*^ and her imprisonment 

for a term of seven years. 

The second case I am preparing for the Sessions, and have every 
reason to expect that the prisoner will be convicted, as the evidence is 


of a most satisfactory nature. ^ 

1 will not attempt to enter upon a dissertation regarding the history 
of this crime, or the mode in which it is generally practised,, as this 
subject has been ably treated by officers of greater experience ; but at 
the same time 1 desire to mention that 1 think that the fact of women 


being almost invariably, either directly or indirectly, concerned in the 
perpetration of this class of ofTcnces, has not been prominently noticed, 
with one exception. I have discovered that in all the cases 1 have in- 
vestigated a woman has played a conspicuous part, either as an active 
agent in administering the drug, or as a decoy, and a blind to screc^n 
the evil intentions of her associates. 1 have laid down a few simple 
rules for the District Police, the observance of whicli, I have reason to 
believe, has greatly disconcerted the arrangements of the dhatoora 


poisoners ; — 

l«^,T-*Pasting placards warning travellers against them. 

2;»<f.~Dirccting tlie constabulary, while on their beats along the 
main roads, to put travellers on their guard against this class 
of criminals, and especially to warn those preparing their 
midday and evening meals. 

3rd , — Placing on the road to large fairs and to places of pilgrimage 
men who, by beat of drum, proclaim to all wayfarers that 
they should beware of suspicious strangers, and refuse to 
eat or drink with them. 


These simple precautions have been successful, and theft by the ad- 
ministration of deleterious drugs has been less common in this neigh- 
bourhood. 


In conclusion, I beg to state that the vernacular papers, connected 
with the special duty I have been engaged in, contain much information 
which I have found it impossible to record in this report, but which I 
hope may yet be found useful in securing the arrest and conviction of 
dhatoora poisoners. 


From Captain John I^ornhill ' Watson. Mamstrate oo special duty, Benares, to 
M. H. Court, Esq., luspeotor-General of rolioe, North-Western Provinces,— 
No. 50, daM «he 21st July 1862. 

After despatching my letter No. 49, dated 17th July 1862, con- 
taining a report of my proceedings in connection with the investigation 
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1 have been engag^ed in, regarding the crime of dhatoora poisoningj 
I discovered that 1 bad neglected to remark on a certain point which 
is most essential to the completion of my report. I can only understand 
my oversight by sapj^ng that as the data I had given carried conviction 
to my own mind it might be sufficient for others, without explicitly stating 
that in my opinion the crime of poisoning is committed, not by solitary 
individuals acting on a sudden impulse to crime, but by professional 
criminals acting in concert and under the superior guidance of certain 
leaders and chiefs who obtain their influence over their followers 
having been successful, or by greater intelligence. 1 also take this 
opportunity of stating that, on reading over my remark regarding Raja 
Zalim Singh, 1 observed that I have expressed a doubt as to whether be 
ever was a leader of a gang of dhatoora poisoners. 1 should .have better 
expressed my meaning had I stated that legal proof of his having been 
a leader was not forthcoming. 1 repeat that he may have been a chief 
of professional poisoners. The inaccuracy discovert in Brij Bussia's 
statement of the Goruckpoie case is my best reason for doubting that 
the rest of her story is true, hence my doubt regarding satisfactory 
proof of Zalim Singh's guilt. 

The data on which I have formed my conclusions are before you, and 
it is possible that you will think that there is sufficient proof to establish 
the fact that Zalim Singh was the head of a gang. 1 certainly never 
doubted that such could be legally proved until lately. 1 have not yet 
been favoured by any reply to my letter, and the explanations I now offer 
have not been suggested by any person, but are simply the result of a 
reperusal of my report. 

From M. H. Couet, Esq., Inspector-General of Police, North-Western Provinoes, 

to SiE Geoeoe Coupee, Bart., C.B., Secretary to the Government of the North- 

Western Provinces,— No, 487 A., dated NyneeTal, the 23rd September 1862. 

1 have the honor to report, for the information of the Honorable the 
Lieutenant-Governor, the detection and apprehension of a small gang 
of dhatoora poisoners by Major Chamberlain, and, under his orders, by 
the officers subordinate to him. 

2. For the last few years there have been several cases reported of 
drivers of carts, generally bylees, having been stupefied by persons hir- 
ing these for the conveyance of passengers for a certain journey ; the 
bylec, bullocks, and personal property of the driver having bden stolen 
by the persons hiring the same. 

3. No clue could be obtained and the carts could not be traced. 

4. In April and May last (1 do not delay my report in order to get 
positive dates from Allahabad) I received from Major Chamberlain de« 
scriptive rolls of four men, one old woman, said to be 60 years of age, 
with one female child, who had been concern^ in a crime of this kind. 

6. All the adults of this gang have been apprehended, and with 
Major Chamberlain's letter, copy of which I enclose, I have received 
copy of a confession mode by Hnrpershad, alias Ram Pershad, the head- 
man of the gang. This confession is lengthened and monotonons, and 
being so, is not worth copying. It will be sufficient to give an abstract 
of it. It is, however, important, because it shews clearly the fact that 
robbery by the administration of poison is a crime committed by associa- 
tions of criminals. 
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6. This man relates no less than *27 robberies committed in three 
excursions^— the greater number of which have been confirmed and the 
property recovered, as will be seen by a table prepared by Major Cham- 
berlain, copy of which I submit. 

7. I have before recorded that each gang of dhatoora poisoners 
pursues a separate system. In every crime committed by Hurpershad^s 
gang the plan and the victims were identical. The party professed to 
be pilgrims, and, under one pretence or another, hired the conveyance 
to a certain town. They invariably paid half the hire stipulated for. 
Shortly before arrival, and on a convenient spot, they drugged the food 
of the driver or owner, and daring insensiblity drove off the cart in a 
different direction and at right angles. On arriving at a serai they 
pleaded they had fallen short of cash and were obliged to sell their cart. 
Having effected the sale they left on foot for another town, hired a cart 
for conveyance, and again prosecuted the plan above described. 

8. Hurpersbad^s confession implicates the Police of various towns, 
and the residents of Bansee, a town in the District of Banda, all of 
whom, he affirms, were cognizant of his pursuits. As far as the Police 
arc concerned, the men implicated were Police Officers of 1859 afid 1860, , 
and in Jaloun only of 1861 , Enquiries have been instituted by me to 
ascertain whether these have been transferred to the Constabulary Force. 

9. Hurpershad^s account of his first journey is as follows : — 

“ 1 w&» taught by a Byragee, namod Mungul Dosa, the profession of poisoning by 
dliat(H)ra ; this was three yours »go. He taught me that 1 might hire carriage and bo- 
ooiiir the owner. 1 administer dhatoora in attu or shcrhnt only. I do not know whether 
any of my victims died. God only knows. 1 have been throe joiimoys. Mnhadco Sookul, 
liulloo Ihijpoot, Mnndhata Sookul, Letd Kant Bookul, residents of Bansee, joined with me 
iti the crime. Mussainut Tijneeah, mother of my father-in-law, two sous and a daughter 
of niiius also accompanied tno. 

** Seodoeii Bookul, soinitidar of Baiisi, is also an accomplice and receives share of 
plunder ; he received 100 ru|)ec8, and the 'Hiannadar of Bansee took that sum, on the 
crime being detected, in order to release him and others, telling me not to implicate others 
but to take my puiiishmont and keep quiet, or many of the village will be punished. 

*' LuUae asked me to take him with mo. Dbunna Pundit, of Tursoree, oast the horo- 
scope for mo to know a fortunate day to start, and 1 make the following confession of my 
own accord. 1 will not tell any falsehood : — 

*• Towards the end of Kartick (15th November) three years ago (1859) 1 went out for my 
first journey, accompanied by Leel Knut, who was made over to me by Mahadeo Bookul, 
Mussainut Tijneeah, my girl Moonee, and my two boys walking to Banda. At Larna I 
engaged a cart on pretence of going to Allahabad; the oart belonged to Dooijun Thakoor 
and 1 paid 8 rupees, half hire, in advance. Four coss from Futtehpore I drugged him, 
and oil being insensible drove off the cart to Barb, in the Cawnporo District, where I sold 
it for 61 rupees to the Jemadar of the Chowkec, who would not allow a Kuhar to buy it 
for 60 rupees. We then moved to a Poorwah, on the Calpee road, where I hired a second 
cart from a Kanoujee Brahmin, named Puebna, under pret^co of going to Calpee. Six 
coss on Cawnpore side he was drugged, and whilst insensible we drove off towards Bithoor, 
on the Ganges, whore I sold the cart for 25 rupees, 1 then hired a cart for Lucknow. 
Four coss short of Luckjlig 1 druggi^ him and sold bis cart at Nawabgunge for Rs. 61. 
One coss beyond Durreeal^ t hired a cart to go to Ajoodhia (Fyzabad). I dragged the 
driver one coss short of that town, and leaving the road moved towards Allahabad and sold 
the oart at Sultanpore for Ks. 24. Going on towards Allahabad I engaged a cart at Pe- 
pulpore from an Aheer. About eight coss from Allalmbad we drugged him, and pushing on 
through Allahabad sold the cart at Lukreegaon for Rs. 70. We then went on, after 3 
days, to Mukkapoor and liirod a 4-l»ullock cart from Ramnittun, saying we were going to 
Bindkee* in Futtehpore District. On third day we drugged him and avoiding Fnttehpoor 
went towanls Cfailla Torn Ghat, where I sold the oart and two bullocks for 35 rup^, and 
tbc other two bullocks for 25 rupees. Walking to Buhooah we hired a lubree to Humeer- 
poor, and four coss from Humeerpoor, on the banks of a nuddee, we dragged him and sold 
the turnout in a villagatowards Gklpee tor SO rupees. We then turned sou&wards and hired 
a luhree from a blacksmith to go to Chirkaree. About five coss from Chirkaree, Leel Kutii 
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dragged the. owner and drove straight to Bnnseo. 1 sold the cart 7 rupees^ and tlie 
baUocks were tied ap in Mahadco's house and afterwards sold for 16 rupees. Of the sums 
thus obtained 100 rupees were paid to Mahadeo. He is a zemindar and knew what we 
were abuut^ so he got a large ^lare. J owed I^tooah 100 rupees, which 1 paid csS, and the 
rest, after paying l^jneeahi road expenses, serais, left me about 25 rupees profit.** 

10. Thus euds the first journey. The above accent is exolusive of 
many details wbich^ though necessary for the enquiring officer, are use^p 
less to give here. 

11. Lullae and Tijneeah, on being confronted with Hurpershad, 
broke down and repeat^ the confessions here made. 

12. The gang declare they wished to avoid taking life. But in one 
case death ensued ; the case is No. 16. On enquiry by Major Walter, 
Political Agent at Bhurtpoor, it appears that Oungooah, or Ounga Ram, 
the carpenter, has never been seen since he drove the cart hired by the 
gang. 

13. I trust this case induce the Government of India to grant 
the officers of the Thuggee Department, the Magistrates, and the 
Police of the country the means of discovering these secret associations for 
the perpetration of crime so dangerous to life, and so grave, and will allow 
condeidned criminals to he admitted as approvers under respite of sen- 
tence, instead of insisting on information being obtained from pardoned 
informers, whose revelations arc less trustworthy, and who are certain 
to resort again to a crime so difficult of detection. 

14. On this point I have so frequently urged my recommendations 
that I do not feel justified in dwelling further. 


From Major T. H. Ghaui)BB1iAIK» Assistant General Superintendent, Luoknow, to 
M. H. CouBT, E»q., Inspector-General of Police, North-Western Provinces, — 
No. 266, dated the 4tb September 1862. 

I have the honor to forward, for your own use and information, copy 
of an examination and confession of a poisoner,*’^ 
RaVpfrshad!”'*'^' prisoner now under trial in my Court, who was 
leader of the wandering gang which went all over 
Oudhandtbe North-Western Provinces during the cold seasons of 1860- 
61 and 1861-62, drugging hackery-drivers and robbing them ot their 
vehicles and cattle whilst insensible from the oifccts of dhatoora^' 
administered in their food. 

2. I had the honor, some weeks si^ice, to send you copies of the 

r 1 j u depositions and confessions of two of his gang, 

16 th*of Mussamut Tijnoeah and Lullae ; but as you will 

perceive, after perusal of idiis extraordinary narra- 
tive, theirs were but barren epitomes of crime whash did not throw much 
light on the more necessary points to be ascertai^pl, viz., who befriend- 
ed them, and how they came to be so long undetected and undisturbed. 

3. Aware that vernacular copies of this criminal's story had better 
not be placed in the hands of native officials, I have carefully prevented 
anything, in this record, in th^ vernacular shape, from being either 

t All th.t rrfm to «tracted, espj^ally as there is a good 

Police ii peucilledinblae dealt which yoursolf and the Magistrate of Banda 
for immediate handy re- should have to guide you ill ascertaining how far 
ference. particular acts of particular persons are true, or 

whether particular facts have been exaggerated. 
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4. It affords me pleasare to add that every member of this migratory 
poisoning hackery gang is in custody^ Leel Kant alone (the brother of 
Mabadeo) having died^ and his death is confirmed by Mr. Dashwood, 
the Magistrate of Banda^ as a fact. 

5. This examination (with the aid of papers already forwarded to 
you in my No. 21*^) gives the full history of the Jaloiin State^ in which 
it is very clear Nobut Bae, the present chief constable in Zillali Humeer- 
poor, did not behave as a Police Officer should have done ; indeed, 1 
incline to the opinion that his conduct was criminal, though it may be 
difficult to prove criminality against him, but this matter Major Ternan 
may be able to settle with the people of Jaloun at his command. 

6. I enclose copy of a letter* of mine to 
30th ^f’ Hervey, forwarding a duplicate copy of these 

examinations, also an mdex to the cases. 

7. By this morning^s duk I received a communication from the 
District Superintendent at Agra, which informs me that no record 
existi^d in the Agra diaries to shew that any person had complained in 
case No. 20 (or third of the third journey) ; but I know from other 
sources — namely, one of my own detectives on duty in the Blind*IUaqua 
of the Gwalior States opposite Etawah — that the cose is a true one, and 
the Muttra authorities have been told toAere the property was sold, and 
requested, after recovery, to send it to Etawah with a view to being 
restored to its own(>r. The Etawah Police will be addressed on this 
subject directly I hear the property has been recovered. 

8. The Bundlecund, Bhurtpoor, two Oudh, one Futtchgurh, and one 
Delhi case are under reference for confirmation and recovery. An ex- 
tract goes to-day to the Superintendent of Police, Banda, to try and dis- 
cover the owner of the case No. 10, and to recover the mare, case No. 9, 
You will doubtless receive reports of the results of that officer's search^ 
direct, in due course of Police executive. 

9. I cannot, in justice to Dr. Stratton, the Political Agent for Bun- 
dlcciind, close this letter wiihout acknowledging my deep obligations to 
him for the very valuable assistance he has rendered me, and j^lie cause of 
poisoning investigations in this trial, in particular, by seizing Hurper- 
shad^^ in Biindlecuud and subsequently securing his two sons, to fetch 
whom [ have deputed’ a select party of detective Nujeebs under a very 
intelligent, trustworthy officer. 

10. You will perceive that the story of Gourreah^S death was a deli- 
berate fabrication. Hurpershad has scarcely held his head up since he 
has been informed his deception was discovered and the dead'^ would 
soon give witness against him. 

11. I have no do ul^ on the arrival of these lads, I shall be able to 
find out further traolKf crime not connected with these hackery opera- 
tions, but more immediately with the prisoner's native country, the line 
of road from Banda and Mohabah to Saugor being practised on to some 
extent by poisoners (Dr. Stratton informs me), and perchance Hurper- 
shad'’ may be one of jibe criminals who have had that line of epuntry 
for their particular hunting-ground. It is nelledless to add 1 disbelieve 
bis self-imputed proficiency on very superficial instruction from the 
dimnf, Byragee Mungal Doss." It is opposed to all our experience 
and the admitted training for qualification in this detestable and das- 
tardly line for criminal profession. 
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12. I regret^ in conclusion^ that I was unable to address you^ as 
intended on the 1st, when reporting to Major Hervey. The accidental 
causes, however, enable me to give you information up to the latest 
moment. 

From Majob T. H. Chambbslain, Agsistant General Superintendent, Luoknow, to 

Major C. HfiBVBY, General Superintendent, Jubbulpore, — ^No.251, dated the £K)th 

August 1862. 

Herewith I have the honor to forward, for ysur use, copy, with an 
index of the cases shewing the results of my enquiries, 4ip to this date, 
of Hurpershad aliM Ram Pershad; cases of drugging with dhatoora 
invariably followed by the robbery of bullocks and bailees or carts, and 
in one instance theft of a marc, which have come to light principally on 
my enquiries. 

2. Of the 27 cases cited nearly four-fifths of them are confirmed ; in 
about three-fifths the property has been traced and restored through the 
iigency of thh office, and in one-fifth through local authorities, who, 
however, did not report restoration, but in the single instaiico of Deen 
Mahomed,” or the “ Roy Rareilly” case No. 13. 

3. Of the 27 cases only five were reported to me at all, '^Roy 

Bareilly,” Suffeepoor,” Koorsee,” the Gujnere 
*”*^*** Hurdoowar cases. The rest were heard of 

' * only on the arrival and examination at this Court 

of Mupsumat Tijneeah and Lullae Thakoor, copies of whose criminal 
career I had the honor to forwanl, in vernacular, on the 29th ultimo. 

4. On this occasion I have preferred sending a copy of my original 
examination in English, because there is a good deal of matter in it 
connected with residents of Bansce — disposal of property and charges 
made against the Police — which had better not be ventilated in the 
serishtas till the Inspector-General of Police, North-Western Provinces, 
the Magistrate of Banda, and the Deputy Commissioner of Jalouu have 
had opportunities of instituting enquiries and search into the subjects 
related, fi^r which purpose a complete copy of this examination and 
confession will be forwarded to-morrow to Mr. Court, and extracts, for 
guidance, to the magisterial authorities above noted. 

5. Hurpershad 1 was fortunate enough to have re-arrested by the 
H© broke away from Political Agent for.Bundl^und after an infinity 

the Banda Police in of trouble, and my obligations for hearty and most 
“ Fhagooii” in tills yew, thorough co-operation in securing the great poison- 

Humeerpore in the Guj- er's two sons are again due to Dr. btratton, the 
nere case. gentleman referred to ; ^bout his valuable and 

timely aid I am doubtful whether we could ^||hre seized these three 
persons. 

6. You will perceive there is much to shew that these criminals were 
not only covertly protected, but as we, from experience, know was the 
case with the old thugs and Budd[ick clan, professional daooits, they 
paid fees to secure good will and silence. 

7. The most extraordinary feature in these cases is tlm boldness with 
which Hurpershad, aluut ** Bam Pershad,” has deliberately (in many in- 
stances) recorded the sale in the than nabs. All these reports are not. con- 
firmed, but the instances proved to my mind (coupled with wbat the 
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criminals relate of the Police collusion with them) go far to substantiate 
the probabilities that^ when he says he did repc»rt, the tepotU were made ^ 
t hough not committed to writing in the diaries. The Jaloun ” case is 
a very strong one in 8U])port of this view. 

8. Although Hurpershad's story has the appearance of a good deal 
of candour, I have reason myself to question the truth of his original 
introduction to poisoning by ahootoora as a profession, and I dare say, on 
the amval of his sons, who have been sent for by special detachment, 
I shall find means for discovering antecedents in bis history which, like 
the reported death o^ his second son Gourreah*^ (who, to his horror, has 
been captured alive and well), will prove that hidden motives have mode 
him only tell just as much and no more than he thought we might 
already know. In confinement he has asked questions and made remarks 
which oblige me to have him more than usually watched day and night. 

9. With the denouncements which will follow my measures with 
'^Mahadeo,” “ Keshorec Patack," and Mohun Padee,''and while cases, 
as they proceed, will, from time to time, bd* reported to you, I have no 
doubt we shall be able to strike a blow at what has existed in^Bansec, 
and, hopefully 1 add, may find means to trace the poisoners at work on 

Government Saiigor and Mohaba roads. Requests for the 

versus arrest and despatch of the three individuals above 

Mfuiab and Moonah. noted will be made in a few days when I have a 
lii/tlc more breathing time, for, besides this case, I have a very good one 
in Oudh, noted marginally, also intricate and interesting. 
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Index of Hurpershad alias Ram Pershad — Hachery and Bylee Ca^ei robbed by po 'mning Drivers or Owners during cold 

seasons of 1S60^61 and concluded. 
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Fnnii E. C. TUylky, Esq., Serrotary to the Govornment of India,' Home Depatiment, 
to theOfficitttin^f SrtJrettiiy to the Govommojit of the North-Western Frovinccsi, 
—No. 1545, dated the 6th March 1863. 

Sir George Couper^e letter No. 849A, dated the of October, 

From Secretory to Govommeut, North-Wcatern Provinces, h®;ViDg with its en- 
t 4 v Secretary to Government of India, Forei^ Dopartmont, Closures aua tJie papers 


No. 475, dated 11th June 1860, with enclosures. 


Doted in the marsia 


Ditto ditto. No. 758B, dated 13th February 1B62, with heeil laid before the 

Hoaorablo the Preei- 

dent in Couneib 1 am directed to communicate the observatioiiB and 
orders of the Government of India thereon in the following terms. 

2, In the 6lb paragraph of the letter under acknowledgment, the 
Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor states that on three occasions the 
attention of the Government of India has been invited to the crim# of 

theft or robbery by poisoning with a view to special legislation or 
action of some kind. 

3, It appears to the Honorable the President in Council that the Indian 
Penal Code and the Code of Criminal Proeddnre contain ample provisions 
for the suppression of the crime in question, and for the detection, conviction, 
and punishment of persons guilty of the same ; and that what is required 
is not any new or 6j)eeial law, or any action on the part of the Govern- 
ment of India, but tliat the existing law should be properly and intelli- 
gently administered by the local authorities. 

4. There can be no doubt, the President in Council thinks, that the 

offence which is declared in the correspondence received from the Govern- 
ment of the North-Western Provinces to be so prevalent in those 
Provinces is roibery/^ not simply ** Section 390 of the Indian 

IVnal Code declares that theft is robbery if, in order to the com- 
mitting of tlie theft, or in committing the theft, or in carrying away, or 
in attempting to carry away property obtained by the theft, the offender, 
for that end, voluntarily causes or attempts to cause to any person death 
or hurt or wrongful restraint, &c. According to Section 31 U of the Code, 
whoever causes bodily pain, disease, or infirmity to any person, is said to 
cause hurt. Any hurt which endangers life, or which causes the sufferer to 
be during the space of twenty days in severe bodily pain, or unahle to 
follow his ordinary jmrsuits, is declared by Section 320 to be grievous.” 
Section 321 declares that whoever does any act with the intention of 
causing hurt to any person, or with the knowledge that he is likely 
thereby to cause hurt to any person,” is said " voluntarily to cause hurt 
and Section 322 points out what constitutes the voluntarily causing 
grievous hurt.” That the administering poison with a view to rob 
the person to whom the poison is administered, whereby, if death does 
not actually ensue, life is almost always endangered, and insensi- 
bility, or violent retching, or vomiting and purging generally caused, is 

♦ (8ee NoUi on Iiidinn Poiml Cod© by Morgan and the definition of 

Maepborson^ png© 287, in treating of “ hurt,” it is volantarily causing 

I'oumrkod a person who mixes a doloterions potion and hurt,” or grievous 
phicea it on the table of another may cause aerious hurt,’* hurt,” appears to ihc 

Honorable Uie Presi- 
dent in Council to admit of no doubt.* 

5. Section 391, to which no allnsion is found in the correspondence 
fnuu the North-West Governmout, enacts: ‘^If any person in com- 
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mining or attempting* to commit robbery, voluntarily causes hurt, such 
person, and any other person jointly concerned in committings or attempt- 
ing to commit such robbery, shall be punished with transportation for 
life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term which may extend to ten 
years, and shall be liable to fine/' 

6. Section 310 says : Whoever shall have b^n habitually associated 
with any other or others for the purpose of committing robbery by means 
of, or accompanied with, murder, is a thug ; " and the next section pro- 
vides that whoever is a thug shall be punished with transportation for 
life, and shall also be liable to fine. His Honor in Council has no doubt 
that the provisions of the two sections just quoted weuld be found 
applicable to very many of the persons who are alleged to be associated 
together in this country for the purpose of committing robbery by 
poisoning, or who may hereafter become so associated ; and ’ that such 
persons might be proceeded against under the laws and rules which have 
from time to time been passed for the suppression of thuggee. 

7. Section 401 of the Penal Code provides that whoever shall belong 
to any wandering or other gang of persons associated for the purpose of 
habitually committing theft, or robbery, shall be punished with rigorous 

• imprisonment for a term which may extend to seven years, andiiliall also 
be liable to fine. This section would doubtless reach many of the 
persons mentioned in the last preceding paragraph who might not be 
within reach of the section therein quoted. 

8. Section 32^ of the same Code declares that whoever administers 
to, or causes to be takbii by, any person, any poison or any stu- 
pefying, intoxicating, or unwholesome drug or other thing, with in- 
tent to cause hurt to such person, or with intent to commit or to 
facilitate the commission of an offence, or knowing it to bo likely that he 
will thereby cause hurt, shall be punished with imprisonment of either 
description for a term which may extend to ten years, and shall also bo 
liahlo to fine. 

9. Section 296 of the Code of Criminal Procedure declares that when- 
ever it shall appear to the Magistrate of the District, or to an pfiiecr 
exercising the powers of a magistrate, that any person is by roput,c a 
ro!>ber or thief, or of notoriously bad livelihood, such Magistrate or i»ther 
officer may require security for the good hehavimir of such person for a 
period not exceeding one year, which period may bo extendcil, under the 
oireiimstanees stated in the following section^ to three years ; and Section 
30 1 provides that in default of finding ^he required security, the party 
mny be imprisoned for the full period for which he has been required to 
give security. 

10. Sections 209 and 210 of the Criminal Procedure Code contain 
provisions for the tendea of pardon to offenders with a view to secure the 
conviction of other persons ; and Section 54 provides for tho remission of 
punishment after conviction, including (as it appears to the President 
in Council) tho suspension of punishment. The section says, when 
any person has been sentenced to punishment for an offence, the Governor 
General of India in Council or the Local Government may, at any time, 
without conditions, or upon any conditions which such peison shall accept, 
remit the whole or any part of the punishment to which he shall have 
been scntencied/' 
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11. With this large body of substantive Cnminal Law and Criminal 
Procedure Law in operation^ it appears to His Honor in Council that it 
cannot -be said that the Legislature has not done its duty, or that it has 
failed to make ample provision for the su}>pr^6sion of the particular crime 
under consideration, and the detection, conviction, and punishment of 
those who are guilty of the same. And it certainly does seem to His 
Honor in Council that if the Criminal authorities in the North-Western 
Provinces, with all these provisions of law in their hands, are unable 
effectually to cope with the crime, the defect must be not in the law 
itself, but in the administration of the law, and in the absence of proper 
arrangements fdr carrying out its provisions, 

12. With regard to what is called the Approver System," as it is 
now applied to the crimes of thuggee and dacoitee, and the proposed 
extension of that system to the crime of robbery by poisoning, the President 
in Council observes that the system rests upon no express provision or 
authority of law beyoud what is contained in the section of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure relating to the conditional or unconditional re- 
mission of punishment which has been already quoted (Section 54*), and 
in that part of the Law of Evidence now in force, which declares that no 
person shall be incompetent to be a witness in any case by reason of a 
conviction for any oflenco. The system was introduced in the year 1837, 
not by recourse to legislation, beyond the alteration in tiie Law of 
Evidence just mentioned (see Act No, XIX of 1837), hut by Circular 
Instructions approved of l)y the (Tovernor General in Council, and issued 
by the Court of Nizarnut Adawlut for the Lower Provinces of Bengal 
under Order No. 24 j 7, daUid the 22ud September 1837. Those insi ruc- 
tions, as originally issued, applied to the crime of thuggee only, hut they 
were subsequently extended to the crime of dacoitee. Similar instruc- 
tions have been issued at different times to the Criminal .authorities in the 
North-Western Provinces, and are still in force in those Provinces. There 
is ground for believing that the section of the Criminal Procedure Code 
(51) relating to the remission of punishment, on conditions or without, 
conditions, was introduced specially to legalise the use of apjirovers con- 
victed ol thuggee or dacoitee with a view to the conviction of others 
guilty of the like offonces, and their remand to jail, again to undergo 
imprisonment, in the event of their failing to fulfil the conditions on 
which they may have been let out of jail. It is only necessary to add 
that the exercise of the power given to this section is not coutiued to the 
Governor General in Council : t||e power may be exercised by any local 
Government. The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor of the North- 
Western Provinces does not appear to have been directed to this 
section. 

13. It is again proposed that the sale of poispnous drugs should be 
permitted only under license, and that the possession of such drugs for 
sale without a license should be made an offence. But 1 am t o remark 
that the correspondence received fiom the Government of the North- 
Western Provinces shows that the persons who engage in the crime of 
robbery by admiaistcriug to their victims poisonous and other drugs 
have no occasion to resort to the shops of druggists or others for the 
purchase of the drugs of which the}' generally make use. Dhatoora and 
kkari'eeara (the sweet-scented oleander), which, or preparations therefrom, 
are the poisons most frequently used by such persons, grow luxuriantly 



in jungles and gardensj and are often to be found on the roadside. 
The restriction, therefore^ proposed to be placed on the sale of delete- 
rious drugs would in no way interfere with the use of these two poisons ; 
while as regards opium, bhang, diums, ganja, and other intoxicating 
drugs, which are also used by the same classes of persons with a vi^ 
to reduce their viotims to a state of insensibility before they proceed If 
rob them, these preparations are already required to be sold under 
license. 


From Ltsutknakt*Colokbl 0. Hebtet, Y.C., General SoporintenSent of OMraiions 
for the Bappreesion of Thuggee and Dacoitee, to K. 0. Batlst, Eaq,, Secretary 
to the Government of India, Home Department, — ^No. 930, dated Simla, the ISth 
September 1865. 

I beg to submit, to the notice of Government, the annexed draft of 
a Bill ‘^to regulate and restrict the sale of poisons in the Bombay 
Presidency as proposed in the local Legislative Council, and published 
iu the Supplement to the Bombay Government Gazette, dated 4th instant, 
this morfnng come to hand. 

2. In the correspondence which I some years previously had with the 
Bombay Government on the subject of the expediency of amending the 
laws relating to the crime of poisoning, it was reiiiarkcd by the Honorable 
the Governor in Council that I had quite shown the necessity for such 
a measure ; but it will be perceived tlial it was only when public hoiTor 
was excited by the iwisoning of several European childam of the Byculla 
Charity Schools that the present Bill was brought in. 

3. I have, from time to time, ventured to urge the adoption of like 
mcjusurcs upon the notice of the Government of India. The prevalence 
of the crime of poisoning in many directions justified mo in thesUq); and 
although I may not say that a similar catastrophe is necessary to arouse 
the same attention to the subject, the serious extent to which the crime 
has reached, and its unabated progress throughout the country, will 
absolve me for enquiring w/iy, under as dire a necessity, the same and 
even greater restrictions should not be imposed by the Slupreme Govern- 
ment everywhere. 

4. In the Report on the Administration of Criminal Justice in the 
North-Western Provinces for 1864-66, just published, it is notice<l that 
crimes analogous to thuggee, and the giving of stupefying drugs, liad 
revived ; and a cose is quoted which presenCed all the ordinaiy features 
of the old thuggee system ** (the manifestation of which, I regret to say, 
is not confined to that single instance) of a Chuinar peiEonating a highly 
connected Thakoor. He was extremely well dressed, in red turban, a 
chintz tunic, and a gold necklace. He induced a native bhailee driver 
to take him from Itmadpore, in the Agra District, towards Jeytra, 
whither he said his son bad preceded him in a |)alkee; on the third 
day^s journey be stupefied tlie carter with some intoxicating drug, left 
him on the roadside, and carried oB the cart and bullocks. This man was 

said to have been accompanied by twenty Marwaries, men and women.*^* 
•Quoted f««» the In the crime had gain^ such h^, 

Pionefir of the 8th Sep- Without detection, that the local nuiKinntendent 
tember 1865 : of Detective Police was recently directed by the 
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“ The openilions of ft 
«iiuiUr ({uiig of poi^iOfierM of 
huekcf'y drivcrg, whoHo ftold 
«*xteiidtiU from Ituudlecund 
to Dodo and Hard war, were 
reported in full derail in 
itjf Deapatcb, in the Foreign 
Department^ No. 794, dat^ 
l&th September, 1B63, para- 


Lieuienaiit-Governor to place himself in com- 
munication with me^ and the enquiries which have 
resulted have led to such astonishing; revelations 
of its fatal extent in that direction, and are 
attended with such horrible details, that I am 
left to wonder what the Police could have lieen 
about. Several recent instances in Oudh show 


graphs 19 and 24.” jg successfully pi*actised there, combined 

in some cases, as in Bengal, with strangulation after drugging. I do not 
receive any reports of its occurrence in the Central Provinces, and in 
Madras and liombay territory ; but I have no reason for believing that 
it does not pi'cvail in those countries, my impression from obsci-vation 
being that it exists to a much greater extent in them than is reported 
or is known, — some cases last year in the former territory having been of 


a very diabolical nature : while in the Punjab the example I last year 
brought to notice, of an escaped thug approver committing, with asso- 


ciates, in the space of three months only between his escape and capture, 
so many as eigUeen cases of it, with fatal effects in almost every instance ; 
some subsequent cases in the Cis-Sutlej districts of a natui*e akin to 
that brought to notice in the North-Western Provinces, and the references 


rotjcutly directed to me on the subject of general measures of detection, 
also preclude me from exempting that Province from the consideration, 
whether on this side of the Sutlej or on that. Some recent discoveries, 
too, of thuggee in Ceuti-al India, lead me to include those States in the 
same category ; while the condition of the Hyderabad, Bajpootana, and 
other Native States, and the silence which is generally observetl with 
regard to the por[>etration in them of acts of crime, afford me no grounds 
tor excluding those countries from it. 

5. Life generally is taken ; or if the victims recover, they mostly 
lose their health and their intellect; and in frequent cases tlioi'e is no 
l^olice detection. On the contrary, death, if reported at all, is ascribed to 
disease, suicide, or wild beasts ; and if death is escaped, silence is too often 
observed to avoid the charge of drunkenness or falsehood ; or if females 


should lie the complainants, of unchastitv and other taunts, at the sacri- 
fice of the property which has been robbed, and of justice. 

6. Merely, however, to restrict the sale of poisons, would not be, I 
submit with respect, to go far enough in remedial measures. The whole 
law relating to the crime of poisoning, the sale, purchase, and possession of 
poisonous or noxious drugs, might, with salutary results, lie made more 
stringent. With no more in this place than merely adverting to the 
pi’essing necessity which also exists for supplementing the Police with a 
detective organisation, under a single but not independent administration, 
for the purpose of more effectually repressing this and other heinous 
crimes of the same exceptional character, to cope with which something 
more than ordinary Police action is required, I would here refer more 
directly to what I have before pressed to notice, — namely, the necessity 
for a law which shall make it both criminal and penal to he found in the 
possession of deleterious drugs except on the part of licensed vendors, 
or of persons specially permit^ to have them. As submitted in another 
place, the pei*son who desires to obtain such things for criminal purposes 
would, iu reference to any enacted restriction in the eale of poisons, have 
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lui uecil U) resort to the druggist's stall, or the chemist^s counter, in a 
country in which he was able readily to get what be wanted from the 
roots of trees, from jungle, garden, or the wayside ; or, for mineral poisons, 
to the travelling quacks (waids) who numerously roam the country 
vending, unquestioned* every noxious thing; — but he would have to be- 
think himself how to Invent his being discovered to pmm them, i^t 
was made unlawful to be so. Such a measure, however easily it mipit 
often he evaded, would at least have the effect of checking the crime of 
poisoning committed from malice, or for the purj^e of robbery, or of 
[procuring al>oi-tion ; while those who rtHjiiired the drugs for medicinal or 
honest purposes would suffer little from the mere ineonvunieuce of having 
to seek the required permission to possess them. 

7. I have long aimed to gain for this subject the consideration it 
seems to merit, and I trust the occasion will be deemed a fitting ouo for 
my now again seeking to do so. 

I am able to submit the comspondence which lias taken place 
relating to it in this office, should it he the pleasure of Government to 
see it. 


BILL No. IX OF 1865. 


A Hi! I to regttlale and reMcl the mle of Poimu in the Bombay 
PreHulency. 

WiiEUKAS it is expedient to consolidate and amend the law relating to 
tlie sale of poisonous drugs and deletorious sub- 
Preamble. stances in the Mofussil of the Bombay Presidency, 

and to regulate and restrict the sale of such drugs and Huhstancos iu the 
City of Bombay, and throughout the Presidency ; It is enacted as 
follows : — 

I. Section 20 of Regulation XIV of 1827 and Chapter IX of Begu- 
lation XXI of 1827 are hereby repealed, excej^t 
Lhws repealed. jjj whole Of part of any 

other Regulation. 

II. From and after the date on which this Act comes into operation, no 
person shall sell any of the poisonous drugs or 
Uc^sed* ^ deleterious substances speified in the Schedule 

® * (A) annexed to this Act, without a licensee as 

hereinafter provided, and every person shall annually pay in advance for 
the said license a fee of five rupees. 

III. Every license under the preceding Section shall, in the City of 
Bombay, be granted by the Municipal Commis- 
sioner for the City of Bombay on behalf of the 
Justices, or by some person duly authorised by 
him on that behalf, and in the Mofussil by the 
Collectors on behdf of the Government, and 
every such 1icen.se shall ltd in the form of the 
Sch^ulc (B) annexed to this Act. 


Licenses to bo granted in 
Bombay by tbc Alnnicipal 
Commissioner on behalf of 
JIustloes, and in the Mofbs- 
srl by the Collectors on be- 
half of Governiiient. 
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IV. Every license shall have effect and continue in force from the 

Lifitnapg to be granted thcKof Until the next Slst 

annually. day of December ensuing : Provided that any 

Proviso. person to whom such license shall be granted 

after the Ist day of July of any year shall pay 
only one*half of the fee specified in Section 2. 

V. Every person to whom any license shall have been granted^ and 

Licenses may bo renewed. desirous of having it renewed after 

its expiration^ as in the preceding Section pro- 
vided, shall take a fresh license for that purpose for the following year, 
and shall renew the same from year to year, subject to the annual pay- 
ment of the fee specified in Section 2, so long as he shall desire. 

VI. Every person taking out a license under this Act shall deposit a 

Copy of License to be ^ the Oflice of the Senior 

deposited with Senior Ma- M^istmte of Police in Bombay, if such person 
gstrateof Police or District resides in Bombay ; or if such person resides in 
** the Mofussil, in the Office of the nearest Magis- 

trate having local jurisdiction. 

VII. If after the expiry of two months from the date when any 

p , - IV * person is, by Sections 2 and 5 of this Act, 

8ons**witliout^ii LrcenJe. ref|iiir(5d to take out a license or renew the same, 
such person shall sell any of the |X)isonous drugs 
or deleterious substances specified in Schedule (A) without having duly 
taken out a license in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and 
deposited a copy of the same in the Offi(ie of the Senior Magistrale of 
Police or other Magistrate, as required by the preceding Section, he shall 
be liable, on conviction before a Magistrate, to be punished with fine, or 
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year, or 
with both. 

VIII. Any person required by this Act to take out a license who 
Penalty for refasiiig to shall without reasonable excuse neglect or 

produce Licenso when re- refuse to produce and show his license, when 
quire to o so. required to do SO by an officer duly empowered 

in writing by the Municipal Commissioner in Bombay or by the Col- 
lector in the Mofussil to make such requisition, shall, on conviction before 
a Magistralo, be liable to a penalty not exceeding one hundred rupees. 

IX. Every licensed retailer of j^isons who shall sell any of the 
On every sale of Poison, P<>i«>nLS specified in Schedule (A) shall forthwith, 

particulars of sale to be and before the delivery of such poison to the 

entered in h book by the purchaser, enter or cause to be entered in a fair 

seller in form set forth in i • l i t i ^ i 

Schedule (C) to the Act. regular manner, m a book or books to be 

kept by such person for that purpose, in the 
form set forth in the Schedule (C) annexed to this Act, or to the like 
effect, a statement of such sale, with the name of the poison and quantity 
thereof so sold, and the purpose for which such poison is required or 
stated to be required, and the day of the month and year of the sale, and 
the name, place of abode, and condition or occupation of the purchaser, 
into all which circumstances the person selling such poison is hereby 
required and authorised to inquire of the purchaser, before the delivery 
to such purchaser of the poison sold ; and such entries shall in every case 
be signed by the person making the same, and shall also be signed by the 
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purchaser, unless such purchaser profess to be abaWe to write (in 
caB& the person making the entries hereby required shall add to the parti- 
culars to be entered in relation to euch sale the words ^'cannot wnte 
and, where a witness is hereby required to the sale^ shall also be signed 
by such witness, bis place of abode being so entei-ed. 

X. No person shall sell any of the poisons spcciWed in Schedule (A) 
to any person who is unknown to the person 
Re^'rictiona as to wle of g^all^ng guch poison^ unless the sale be made in 
‘**"®““* the presence of a witness who is known (o the 

person Belling the poison, ami to whom the purchaser is known, and who 
signs his name, together with his place of abode, to such entries, before 
the deliveiy of the poison to the p\in*ha8er ; and no person shall sell 
poison to any person other than a person of full age. 

XL No person shall sell any arsenic unless the same be,, before the 
sale thereof, mixed with soot or indigo in the 
arsen^c*"^** colouring p|.Qportion of one Ounce of soot, or half au ounce 
of indigo, at the least, to one j>ound of the 
arsenic, and so in proix>rtion for any greater or less quantity : Provided 
always, that where such arsenic is stated by the purehuscr to l)e requirtMl, 
not for use in agriculture, but for some other purpose, for which such 
wlraixture would, according to the representation of the purchaser, render 
it unfit, siK'h arsenic may be sold without such admixture in a quantity 
of not less than ten pounds at any one time. 

XII. If any licensed retailer of poisons shall sell any of the poisons 
PeuttUy for offending si^ecilicd ill Schedule (A) save as authorised by 

agniiiHb Sections 9, 10 and Sections 9, It) and IJ of ttiis Act, or on any sale 
11 ot the AcL (yf pciirton shall deliver the same without having 

made and signed the entries hereby required on such sale, or without 
having obtained such signature or signatures to such entries us required 
by this Act, or if any person purchasing any ^poison shall give false inform- 
ation to the persons selling the same in relation to tho particulars which 
such last-mentioned person is hereby authorised to inquire into of such 
purchaser, or if any person shall sign his name as a witness to a sale of 
poison to a person unknown to tlio fierson so signing as witness, every 
person so offending shall, for every such offence, ujwn a summary convic- 
tion for the same before a Magistrate, bo liable to a {leiialty not exceeding 
two hundred rupees. 

XIII. Provided that this Act shall not extend to the sale of any 

Ac» not to provent .»1. of Y’*®® tho «ime forms part of the ingre. 

Pni8nii8 iu medictno uiidiir a dients of any medicine required to be made up or 
iiiwliral prt»8criptit>ii, or c/impoundcd aixiordiog to tho jirchcription of 
whfdeBnle dealing in Poi- ^ legally qualified Medical Practitioner, or a 
member of the Medical Profession, or to the sale 
of poisons by wholesale to retail dealers upon orders in writing in the 
ordina^ course of wholesale dealing. 

XI V. A retail dealer failing to conform to any of the Rules laid down 
Forfeiture of License for Sections 9, 10 and 11 shall, in addition to the 

broach of Buloa regarding penalty assigned to the offence by Section 12, bo 
sale of Poisona. liable to the forfeiture of his license, on intima- 

tion to that effect by the Municipal Commissioner for the City of Bombay 
in Bombay, or the Uolleotor of the District in the Mofussil. 
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SCHEDT^LE B. 

[lUferreif to w Sedton 3.) 

Form of Liosksk for thjs Salx of Poisonoi^» Scbstancbs. 

1, A. B., hereby license C. D., inhabitant of 
to sdl by retail within the District (City, or Town, Villoj^v) of 
fnim the date hereof to the 3 let Decemlter next, the poisoQo 

OU8 substances specified in Bombay Act No. of 186 . The 

said C. D. will conform to the rules contained in the said Act, on failure 
whereof and on intimation to that effect by the Municipal Commissioner 
(or Collector), this license shall be held to forfeited and annulled. 

(Signed) A. B., 
Mmicipal Cfmmmioner {or Collector). 


SCHEDULE C. 

{Referred to in St dim 9.) 

Form of bmtky of sai,x of Poison. 


of 

halt. 


( 

Nanio and I 
Suroninc | 
of Puu baser, j 

) 

1 


Pure Imsei’s 
plaro 
of abode. 


CoDdition 

or 

occupation. 


Poison 

sold. 


Quantity 

sold. 


Purpose for 
wbicli requirod 
orstati^d lobe 
required. 


I 


1 

I 


I 


I 



Puribaser’s Si(rn.itttic, or, if Witness’s Signature, 
puithnsei cauuot ^tite, bis 
mark to Ik* put for him, 
and tlio words ^ cannot 
u rito ” added. 


Sellor’s Signature 


STATEMENT OP OBJECTS AND BEASONS. 

On the 27th August 1864 the Honorable Mr. Cassels moved for leave 
to introduce, into the Council of His Excellency the Governor of Bombay 
for making Laws and Regulations, a " Bill for regulating and restricting 
the sale of Poisons m the Bombay Presidency.” 



76 


In doing so be explained that many startling cases had recently occur- 
red, which showed the desirability of restricting the opportunities of obtain- 
ing poisons in Boml>ay. Arsenic and other poisonous drugs were freely 
sold in the bazar, and every facility was offered to crime from the difficulty 
of tracing a purchaser. Mr. Cassels, in 8|)eaking to the motion, used the 
following words : A lamentable case of poisoning recently occupied 
the attention of the High Court, in which, through some flaw in evidence, 
the guilty parties unfoi-tunately escaped punishment. I find that three 
cases of poisoning by arsenic, which a medical friend of my own has since 
had under his care, must be considered as the result of this immunity. 
During the hist few days public horror has been excited by the poisoning 
of some fifteen or sixteen children of the Byeulla Schools ; and although 
happily no fatal result has ensued, it is clear that, if arsenic can thus with 
impunity be sown broadcast about our streets and gardens, some great 
mischief must sooner or later ensile.'^ Mr. Cassels added that though iu 
the Mofussil some restriction was put upon the sale of poisons, still the 
existing law was not siiflicicnt to check “ this growing evil,'^ and that a 
more comprehensive measure was required. Mr. Cassels felt that, in a 
country “ where poison grows rankly in every hedgerow, it was im^)Ossible 
altogether to control it," but he thought that at least that which legisla- 
tion hini done in England and other* countries should be tried in India, 
and he proj) 0 «e(l to bring in a Bill which should be based upon English 
Acts and established prineij^les of law." 

Mr. Cassels obtained leave to bring in the Bill, but his attention was 
so fully engaged with the Bombay Municipal Bill daring the last few 
months of his stay in India, that he had nt>t an opportunity of introduc- 
ing the proposed Bill for regulating and restricting the sale of poisons. 

It seems desirable, however, that the measure should be proceeded with. 
Mr. Cassels, in the remarks quoted above, gave ample reason wliy the 
existing law in the Mofussil should be amended, and why a I’estrictive 
cnaeiment should be passed also for the City of Bombay. 

The present Bill repeals the existing law on the subject, and re-eiuuds 
with certain modifications its provisions regardingthe grant of licenses to 
retailers of poisonous drugs. The list of poisons referred to in the present 
law has been revised ; and the restrictions placed by the English Arsenic 
Act (J4th and 15th Viet., C. XIII) on the sale of arsenic arc embodied, 
with necessary alterations, in the sections of the) Bill which more especi- 
ally regulate the actual sale of the poisons si)ecilied in the 8(*hedule. 

This Bill, which has been entrusted to my charge by His Excellency 
the Governor, is introduced in pursuance of the leave given on the 27th 
August 1864. 

The Bill and this Statement of Objects and Reasons should be trans- 
lated into Marathi, Guzerathi, Canaresc, and Siudliee. 

RUSTOMJEE JAMSETJEE JEJEEBHOY, 
By order of the Hon. the Governor in Council. 
H. BIRDWOOD, 

Undtr Secy, to ike Govt, of Bombay. 


Poona, 

The 30th August 1805. 
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From W. HL Wabd, Esq., Officiating Under Secy, to the Govt, of India. Home Depart- 
ment^ to the Secretury to the Oovernmeota of Madras, Bengal, North-Western 
Provinces, and the Punjab, and the Chief Commissioners of Oudh, Central Pro- 
vinces, and British Burma,— Nos. 47074713, dated the 80th November 1865, 


I am directed to forward a copy of the papers noted in the mai^gfin,* 
♦ From Goneml Superintendent of O^ierationB for the Sup* relatinig tO a proposal 


pression of Tliugge and Dacolty, No. 930, dated 18tb Septem- 
ber, ond annexures, 

t Madras ... the opinion of His Excellency the 

Governor In Connell. 

N^”w*l^Tince8 ? opinion of His Honor the Lien- 
Punjab 

Otidh ^ 

British Burma ... { your opinion, 

Coiitriii Provinces 3 


to restrict by law the 
possession and sale of 
poisons, and to request 
that the Governor 
Oeueml in Council 
may bo favoured with 
t 


whether such a mea- 
sure for all India would be likely to be productive of good, without 
proving at the same time an engine of oppression. 


From C. Bkbnari), Ksq., Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, 

to E. 0. Baylky, Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Homo Depart- 

mciit,^No. 4561-396, dated Nagpore, the 21iit Ihiccmber 1865. 

In reply to your letter marginally noted, 1 am directed to submit an 
expression of Mr. Templets views upon Colonel 
Nm'eniWr ^ Hervey^s jjroposal to restrict by law the posses- 

sion and sale of poisons. 

2. I am to premise that in these Provinces gangqioisoning, by pro- 
fessional poisoners or thieves, is of ext remely rare occurrence. Curing 
the two years 1863 and lS6h no case of murder or robbery by profes- 
sional poisoners was reported. Two eases in which poison had been 
administered were reported (?arly in 1863 ; these cases boro some of tho 
features of professional poisonings, but llic crime was in each case appa- 
rently committed hy a single traveller, and since then no more cases of 
the kind have been reporti^, 

3. In those Provinces, as elsewhere, persons who commit muixler from 
hate, revenge, &c., occasionally employ poison. 

4. It has, as Colonel Hervey oliserves, been said with much imth 
that an enactment restricting the sale of ppisons would not check profes- 
sional poisoning in a country where strong vegcUble poisons grow wild 
round every village, by every roadside, and in every jungle. And, 
indeed, it may he questioned whether any restriction regarding the pos- 
session of poisons would have much practical effect. It wouhl probably 
not be considered exj>edient to grant every constable authority to searchy 
without a warrant, every traveller for poisons. Such search ought not, 
Mr. Temple apprehends, to be legal except under warrant from a Magis- 
trate, If every policeman had full authority to searcli all poiwiis whom 
he suspect^id of possessing poisons, sucli authofity might cjerlaiiily become 
an engine of oppression. 

5. On the whole, Mr. Temple is of opinion that a legislative enact- 
ment restricting the possession of poisons would noU be (productive of 
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good. But be is certainly of opiniou that an enactment restricting, as 
does the Bombay Bill* forarardod with your letter, 
# No. IX of 1866. posmsion for sale of poisons would 

be prrxiueti'vo of good. 

6. Such an Act could not be open to abuse, any more than the many 
licensing Acts already in force, e. y., license to sell stamps, liquor, opium, 
&c. Its provisions would to some, though but to a very small, extent 
lukrrow tiic sources from which professional poisoners could obtain poisons. 
But it would serve greatly to check the use of poisons in ordinary 
murders. Such murders arc, for the most part, perpetrated in towns ; 
they are often cpmjnitted by women, and generally the murderer or mur- 
deress buys the {K)i8on a very short time before he or she is going to use 
it. Often the necessity for writing down the purchaser's name, and for 
taking a witness to see the purchase, would operate to deter an intending 
jnirchaser of i^isons. In a k)wn vegetable poisons would not be so easily 
obtainable as in a country village, and residents of towns (females especi- 
ally) are not generally very conversant with proj>ertie8 of poisonous 
vegetables. Ordinary town-jicople, if they could not buy jioisons from 
the neighbouring pamaree (native druggist) would find much difficulty 
in procuring poisons at all. 

7. Fiirtber, a law restricting the sale of jioisons would materially aid 
the Police in tracing inunlerors who had used jioisons. 

8. On the whole, then, Mr. Temple, while he would not rocomincml 
a legislative enactment r(^fltri<!ting the po8S(*ssion of [wisons, would cit- 
tainly consider that a law rcHtrictiiig the sale or possession for sale of 
poisons would be productive of good. 


From LiBUTUNANT-CoriONKL A. P. PuAVUE, C.Br, Chief CoraminsioneT of Ilriti.Kli 
Biirmn and Agent to the Govornor Gonoral, to E. 0. Bayley, Esq., Secri't'iry to 
ihi! Govorniuent of India, Homo Department, — No. 396J, dated Akyab, the 3()lh 
December 1865. 

I bavc the honor to acknowledge the receipt of letter No. 471»3, 
dated the 30th ultimo, from Mr. Under Secretary W. E. Ward, witli 
enclosure, relating to a pro]K)sal to restrict by law the possession and 
sale of |)oisons. 

2. I consider that a law such as that proiH>sed for the Bombay Pre- 
sidency would be suitable and desirable for British Burma if limited to 
certain towns. But it would bfi likely to become an engine of opfu-os- 
sion were it to bo made generally applicable. There have not hitherto 
been instances of a criminal use of itoisoub and deleterious drugs as 
genemlly existing brought to light in this Province ; so that, except in 
towns, it does not appear t>o me that any legislative euactmeut is at 
present called for. 

S. In towns the act of suicide by taking poison is by no means 
uncommon in Burma; and on this account 1 sWild recommend that 
any Act for regulating and restricting the sale and possession of poisons 
bo so framcnl that it may be made applicable to particular towns, or 
within particular boundaries and districts, as circumstances may render 
advisable. 
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4. The general provisions of Hie Bill for the Bombay Preeiiloncy aa 
to annual licenses, books for entiies of sale of poisons, and for eolouring . 
arsenic, appear well calculated to attain the object in view. 


Letter from Qencral Sa« 
per’mtendent of Operutious 
for tlie Snppresaioii of 
Thuggreo, No. 930, dated 
13tli September. 

Dill to regulate and re- 
strict the sale of poisons in 
the Bombay Presidency, 
Statement of Objecta and 
llcasons. • 


From Majob J. Rbid, Secretary to the Chief Commissioner ofOudh, to E.C. Batlbt, 
Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Home Departmout, — No, 2d5, dated 
Lucknow, Idle 17th January 1866, 

With reference to your letter No. 4711, dated 30th November last, 
forwarding copy of papers marginally noted, 
and calling for the Chief Commissioner's 
opinion whether the restriction by law of the 
possession and sale of poisons would bo likely 
to bo productive of good, without proving at the 
sam6 time an engine of oppression," 1 have the 
honor to annex copies of letters Nos, 30 and 359, 
of 10th January 1 866 and 20th December 1865, 
from the Judicial Commissioner and Inspector- 
General of Police, and to submit tbe following observations. 

2. Tlie restrictions on the sale of poison proposed by the Bombay 
Bill JU’e unobjectionable; but the Chief Commissioner concurs with 
Colonel Hervey that merely to restrict the Bale of poisons would not bo 
sufli(‘ient, as dhatoora, the poison commonly emidoyed, is to be had 
everywhere, and is not usually obtained by purchase. The posmeion of 
j»(>isons is what we should try to prevent. Undoubtedly t«> empower 
Police Officers to stoj) persons and search them for poison would place in 
tlieir hands a power likely to be abused, though the Chief Commissioner 
thinks the danger is somewhat exaggerated. The possession of opium 
exceeding five tolas in weight is (with special exceptions) a penal offence, 
and Police Officers have the power of seizure and search, but the in- 
stances of their exercising it are very rare. The risk of abuse of power 
might 1)6 lessened by confining the authority to 
search for poison to the persons of travellers or 
others whose place of residence is unknown.* 
The power of search might bo restricted to 
Police Officers of a certain rank, and special provision be made for their 
acting without reasonable ground of susp\don, as in the Abkai^eo Act 
XXI of 1856, section 67. 

3. The Chief Commissioner fears, however, that no law against 
either possession or sale of poisons would be of much avail to put a stop 
to those eases of poisoning which in this Province are the most common 
and the most difficult to deal with, viz,, where the person poisoned and 
robbed is a traveller. The great obstacles to detection in these cases 
have been the impossibility of identifying the deceased where death 
ensued, and the reluctance of the parties to prosecute in eases when they 
recover ; in these cases the crime is often not even known. Then, again, 
there is another difficulty which would often render the p()wer of search 
by Police of no avail, DhaUiora can be mixed up with tobacco or 
opium, and in a piece of cither it could not be detect^ by the Police. 


• Vide pnrnfcraph 5 of 
JndU'iul Couiiniasionor'a 
letter. 
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4. In conclusion^ the Chief Commissioner would suggest that^ if a 
legislative enactment be passed^ all offences against it should be triable 
only by officers exercising the foil powers of a Magistrate. 


From Matob K. H. M. Attken, V.O., Insj^ctor-General of Oudh Police, to Majob 

J. Reid, Secretary to the Chiei* OommisBioner of Oudh, — ^No. 859, dated the 20th 

Deccuiber 1865. 

1 have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your No. 4228 of 13th 
Deceml)er 1865, forwarding (copy) No. 4711, from the Officiating Under 
Secretary to the_ Government of India, and enclosures, regarding pro- 
po>al to limit the sale and possession of poisons. 

2. I quite agree with Colonel Hervey that to limit the scope of the 
Act to the sale of poisons would have* no effect. The poison most com- 
monly used for drugging in robWy cases is dhatoora, which is easily 
[irocurablc without i)urchasc, growing wild, p it docs, near almost every 
village. 1 think that a Bill making criminal the possession of certain 
poisons would have a most beneficial effect in putting down robbery by 
drugging; but, undoubtedly, it would open the door to possible^ oppres- 
sion. Perhaps this danger would be lessened by confining the scope of 
this part of the Act to the possession of poisons by travellers, i. c., 
by persons unknown in tbo }>laee where apprebtmded, as no poisoner- 
robber commits his crime where he is known ; also of a traveller and 
unknown, it is very unlikely that a false case would be got up, as there 
would be no ground for enmity on the part of any one residing in the 
loiialily. The danger to be giuuded against would be a dishonest Police 
Officer wishiiig to get up a name for himself in a locality where drugging 
cases had ocmiiTed. lie could much easier j>rove, or appear to prove, that 
poison was found on the person of a traveller, than prove that the said 
traveller actually committed a robbery by poison:” no recognition by 
the victim in the former ease would be necessary as in the latter. 

3. The crime of “ robbery by drugging” is certainly, I believe, on the 
increase lately. It is easily committed, and any measure which will 
assist the Police in putting down the horrible practice under reference is 
greatly to be wislicd for. I would, however, lake exception to Colonel 
Hervey *s remarks as regards the non-success of the Police in such cases, 
at all events as regards this Province. The Oudh Police have had more 
than ordinary sug(!!CSs iu such cases, as I hope to show in the annual 
report. In only one case have the Fyzabad Police failed to apprehend, 
and in Fyzabad such cases have been more numerous than elsewhere. 
In addition, the apprehensions, in Oudh cases tried by the Thuggee De- 
partment in the last year of its existence at Lucknow, urere nearly all 
effected by the Police and chowkeedars. 

4. A considerable number of poisoner-approvers were made over to 
this Department when the Thuggee establishment was abolished, and 
they are employed in every district where cases occur. On the whole, 
unless such crimes should much increase in this Province, 1 see no neces- 
sity for any special detective establishment beyond what now exists, 
and which is superintended by myself. 

5. These remarks apply to poison cases. The cases where strangling 
has been employed, as in throe cases lately, of Oonao and Lucknow Dis- 
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tricts, Imve quite baffled the Police and thug^gee approvers (both stm« 
glers and poisoners) ; and in this respect are similar to the mysterious 
murders of 1S61-62 of Oonao District^ where the whole strength of the 
Thuggee as well as Police establishment was employed without success. 
1 have placed myself in communication with Uolonel liervey on the 
subject of the above three murders, but as yet no light has been thrown 
on the cases.' It is very doubtful whether the victims in these cases 
were 6rst drugged ; indeed the evidence would appear to prove the eon» 
trary, as, in addition to ropes being tied round the necks of the victimsi 
the marks of violent blows oh the head, or other violence, were observa- 
ble in all three cases. This would hardly have been done if the men 
were first drugged and then strangled ; at the same time 1 have no doubt 
the criminals are professionals. 


From Sin O. Coupes, Bart, C.B., Jodioial CommisAioner of Oudh, to Hi job J. Beid, 

Secretary to the Chief Oommisaiemer of Oadb,— No. 80, dated Lucknow, the 

lOthVanuary 1866. 

Tn reply to your communication No. 4227, dated 13th ultimo, I have 
the honr^r to state that a law for the suppression of the sale of poisons 
can be of little or no effect in a country in which dhatoora grows luxuri- 
antly in the vicirlity of every road and village. 

2. Whether the possession of dhatoora should be punished is a per- 
plexing question, for there is much to be said on both sides. 

3. On the one hand, it is certain that a person who |tts dhatoora, 
pure and simple, about him, can have it for no good end, as it can be 
turned to no ordinary purpose whatever, save that of poisoning. 

4. On the other band, to make its possession penal would be to put 

a powerful means of revenge into the hands of the unprincipled and the 
spiteful. For nothing could be more easy than to secrete a few dhatoora 
pods in a tobacco-pouch, betel-box, or other chance receptacle which an 
enemy might have about him. It would, moreover, be a temptation to 
the Police, especially in sending up coses under chapter 10 of the Code 
of Criminal ^ocedure, to some dhatoora on the person of the 

suspected party. 

5. On the whole, however, I am inclined to think that it would be 
as well to add the following words to* section 295 of the Procedure 
Code : — 

And if the person in question shall be proved, to the satisfaction of 
the Magistrate, to have dhatoora, or any other poison, in his possession, 
of which he cannot give a satisfactory account, he shall be liable to 
imprisonment of either description for a period not exceeding two 
years.” 

6. This will, I think, reduce the chance of oppression to the mini- 
mum ; for, even if a Magistrate were too readily satisfied of the fact of 
possession, the injury would fall on a member of a worthless and danger- 
ous class, with which, in my opinion, chapter 19 of the Procedure Code 
deals far too leniently, and would be productive of no evil| nor cause any 
fear to society at large. 
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From R, SiMSOK, Eaq., Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Provinces, 
to £. C. Batlbv, Esq., Secretary to the Govenimont of India, Home Depart- 
ment, — No. 229 A, dated Allahabad the 2nd April 1866. 


I am desired to acknowledge receipt of your letter No. 4709, of the 
30th NovemI)er last, requesting the opinion of the Lieutenant-Governor 
on the propriety of passing a law to i^rict the possession and sale of 
poisons in India. 

2. Jn reply I am directed to state that the Lieutenant-Governor has 
no doubt that the regulation and restriction by l^slative enactment of 
the sale of poisons is veiy desirable. The question whether the posses- 
sion of poisons without a license should also be made penal is a more 
difficult one; there is the danger that such a law might be productive of 
oppression, while on the other hand some of the most deadly poisons are 
so easily procurable that a mere restriction of their sale would be of com- 
paratively little utility. 

, 3. His Honor is inclined to think that the possession of the more 
common poisons, such as arsenic, dhatoora, nux vomica, &c., wiihoui good 
and suffici&nt reason, ought to be prohibited by law. This would not 
interfere with persons who require to possess these poisons for iSny law- 
ful purpose ; while it would admit of the punishment of wandering 
gangs of professional poisoners, such as have lately been discoveretl in 
these Provinces, who may be apprehended, under circumstances of strong 
suspicion, with })oisonous substances in their possession, but against whom 
full legal proof of actual administering of }X)ison may be wanting. 

• No. 302. rt«ted 2lrt ,, t* t c«Py oj » I®**®!* tbe Jlegislrar of 
March 1866. the Sudder Court upon this subject is enclosed. 


From J. SiMsoN, Esq., RoRiBtrar of the Court of Nisamut Adawlut, North-Wpstern 
ProviucoB, to R SiMSON, Esq,, Secretary to the Government of the North- 
Western ProvinceB, — No. ^2, dated Agra, the 21 et March 1866. 


Pbbsbbt : 

W. Roberts. Ksq., and F. 
B. Pearson, Ksq., Judges 3 
H. Spnnkie. Esq., and G. 
D. Turnbull, Esq., Cgpewt* 
ing Jvdges, 


I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Under Secretary 
TyrrelPs letter and its enclosures, No, 91 4A, 
dated 20th December 1 865, in whicli an expres- 
sion of the opinion of the Court is requested on 
the proposal contained in a communication from 
the General Superintendent of Operations for the 
Suppression of Thuggee and Daooitee to restrict 
by law the possession and sale of poisons. 

2. In reply 1 am directed to state that the majorityt of the Court 
tM««.Roberto.'p«ir. aPP^ye 0* ^epropo^ Bill as regards the 
lou, uid poisons, but th^ hesitate to ^ further and 

to make the pottenion of such poisons penal ; as 
many substanoes which are poisonoos if administered in large quantities, 
are used as medicines, and the purdiaser frequently keeps a quantity in 
possession for use. The operation of this ^rt of the Glmieral Superin. 
tendenfs jooposed law would, in the opmion of ti>e majorityj be so 
oppressive that the remedy would be worse than the disose. 

8. Mr. Boas (whose remarks on the subject were recorded before lis 
departure on leave) believed that the passing of such a law as that pro* 
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posed by Colonel Hervey wonld be a bigfhly beneiicud meaeure, and one 
which he saw no reason to bdieve would prove in any way an engine^ of 
oppression. He observed that there was, of course, risk of oppression 
in all repressive or protective laws, against which it would be the duty 
of the administrators of the law to watdr carefully. 

4. Mr. Turnbull would restrict the possession as well aa the sale of 
certain poisons, sudi as arsenic and dhatoon^ and periiaps one or two 
others, twit not ci all those specified in the Sdiedule of the Bill, It 
seems to Mr. Turnbull that where the vegetable poisons more commonly 
used are so easily procurable, their pottettum rather than their sale should 
be restricted. 

5. The enclosures of Mr. lyrrell’s letter are returned as requested. 


From R. Siusoa, Esq , Secretary to the Government of the North-Western Proviiinea, 
to E. C. Batoky, Eeq.. Secretary to tho Government of India, Hume Do])art- 
ment, — No. 616A, datM Nynoe the 17th July 1806. 

In enutinoation of my letter No. 229A, of the 2nd April last, T am 
desired by the Honorable the Lieutenant-Governor to state, as an evidence 
of the urgent necessity which exists for early legislation to restrict the 
possession and sale of poisons in India, that during the past six months 
the Chemical Examiner for these Provinces has had under examination 
no fewer than 12 cases, in which arsenic has been proved to have been 
used with intent to commit murder. 

2. The actual victims in these cases were 17 in number. 

3. I am to request that His Excellency the Governor General iu 
Council may be moved to take this subject into his early consideration. 


From A. Mackkneib, Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Government of 

Bengal, to E. C. Baylst, Esq., tmretary to the Government of| India, Hume 

Department, — No. 24i64i dated the 13ih April 1866. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your Office letter No. 
4708, dated the 30th Novemb^ last, with enclosures, and to submit, for 
the consideration of His Excellency the Governor General in Council, the 
Lieutenant-Governor's views on the question of restricting by law the 
possession and sale of poisons. 

2. In His Honor’s opinion a law, similar to that projected in Bombay, 
prohibiting the sale of poisons except under license, might be made appli- 
cable to ftongal without much risk d! abuse and with immediate advan- 
tage. In towns it could be effectually administered, and in rural stations 
its administration, though probably imperfect, would ^ve some good 
effect and could do no barm. His Honor would add a provision similar 
to that in the Excise Law (XXI of 1866) tot rewarding informers in 
cases where tiie offmice is only that of selling poisons or exposing them 
to sale without license. 

3. The Lieutenant-Governor thinks also that the possession of poisons 
commonly tised to destroy life should likewise he made penal, and 
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certjHnly tlie act of mixing poison with food, or of preparing jjoison in a 
shape in wliich it may be administered with food, is an offence which 
ought to be made punishable, even when it does not amount to an 
attempt to administer. These are not offences in regard to whidi the 
agency of informers could be safely used or for which the Police could 
well be entrusted to apprehend without warrant, but it may often happen 
that persons charged with a grave crime and apprehended on such a 
charge may be found to have had possession of poison and to have pre- 
pared it for use under suspicious circumstances, though there may be no 
sufficient evidence of an inteut to administer it. 

4. As regards the »ale of poisons, the Lieutenant-Governor sees no 
reason to exempt any of the substances mentioned in the Schedule an- 
nexed to the Bombay Draft Act ; but the mere possession of such poisons 
as opium and bhang could hardly be pnnishra, except as an offence 
against the Excise Laws, and in the case of tooma (antimony), which is 
commonly used in India as an ornament, but seldom or never as a poison, 
its possession could not be prohibited without causing annoyance dispro- 
portionate to the object to be gained. 


From A. J. Asbuthnot, Esq., Chief SeewUry to the Government of Fort St. George, 
to E. C. BaTI.bt Esq., Secretory to the Goverument of India, Home Depart- 
ment,— No. 746, dated the 17th May 1866. ^ 

In reply to Mr. Under Secretary Ward’s letter of the 80th November 
1 S6,5, No. 4707, requesting the opinion of this Government as to the 
advisability of legislative action in the matter of regulating and restrict- 
ing the sale of poisons, I am directed to forward 
Principal Inspecior-Oeneml, copy of a letter received from the officers noted 

“SSeWnTrLtof rolic. “ the margin, who were requested to form a 
Advocfite-Qenentl committee and to submit a report showing 

the present state of the law regparding the sale 
of poisons, and of what amendment, if any, it was susceptible. 

2, The conclusion arrived at by the committee is that, in preventing 
the criminal use of poisons and in facilitating detection, the result likely 
t;o be obtained by the introduction of a measure such as that proposed in 
Bill IX of 1865 (Bombay), would be in no way commensurate with the 
labour and expense to Oovernment, or with the general annoyance and 
oppression which the inquisitory nature of its provisions would involve. 
They observe that, to have any effect, the unlicensed pomssum^ as well 
as tne sale, of poisons must be made penal ; that under such a law it 
might be possible to restrict the use of mineral poisons, but that this 
restriction would only reach mineral poisons, and would direct the poi- 
soner to the use of v^tahle poisons, which ore easily procured, require 
no preparation, and the presence of which it is impossible to dete^ The 
committee further remark upon the enormous additional labour which 
would be thrown upon the Police, and the absence among them of that 
special knowledge which is requisite for a thorough supervision of the 
sale of poisonous drugs. 
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3. AdvertiDg to the 

* From Under Seeretaij 
to Oovemment of Indiii) to 
Aisiitant Bacretoi^ to Oov« 
ernmeut of Madraih 
lative DepArtment, No. 
7030. dated 29th December 
1864- 

t From General Snperin- 
iendent of Operationi for 
the SupprcMioa of Tlinggee 
and Dacuiteo, Simla, No. 
930, dated 18th September 
1865. 


reply^ made by tbe Governor General in Counoil 
to a previous application from this Government 
regarding the same subject, I am desired to ob« 
serve that, in the correspondencef forwarded 
with your letter, no new matter appears to be 
suggested, and to state that the Bight Honorable 
the Oovembr in Council, concurring with the 
opinions expressed in the report of the Madras 
Committee, does not consider it advisable to 
restrict by general legislation *the sale and pos- 
session of poisons. 


From J. D. Matke, Esq., Officiating Advocate*General, J. Snaw, Esq., Offi- 
ciating Principal Inspc^r-General, Medical Department, and W. Robinson, 
Esq., Inspector-General of Police, to A. J. Aebuthnot, Esq., Chief Secre- 
tary to Government of Fort 8t. George,— No. 673, dated Madras, the 26th April 
1866. • 

We have considered the questions submitted to us in tbe order of the 
Government No. 239, dated 16th February 1866, and now submit our 
report thereon. 

1. There is no general law in India at present by which either the 
possession or sale of poisons is rendered penal, or is restricted to persons 
licensed to sell siioh drugs. The state of the law as regards the detection 
and punishment of offences of poisoning is clearly detailed in the letter of 
the Government of India No. 1515, dated 6ih March 1H68. No change 
has been made in the law since that date. 

2. We do not think that any measure, such as that contained in Bill 
IX of 1865 (Bombay), is desirable ; that is to say, we do not think that 
it would accomplish any result either in the way of preventing poisoning, 
or of furnishing facilities for its detection, which would compensate for 
the expense of carrying out the measure, for the additional labour which 
it would cast upon the executive, and for tlie annoyance and oppression 
to which it would give rise. 

3. With regard to mineral poisons, there is no doubt that they are 
frequently resorted to ; arsenic figures prominently in tbe records of the 
Criminal Courts, probably because its presence is so easily detected. A 
law such as that suggested would certainly render it more difficult to 
procure it and poisons of tbe same class ; but to make such a law really 
effective, it would be necessary to go much, further, and to render tbe 
unlicensed possession of such drugs penal, as well as tlieir sale. Arsenic 
is largely used by native practitioners as a medicine. Their possession 
of it in considerable quantities would be innocent, and it would still be 
easyi 'ough to procure it from them, or from others who had become 
innof % possessed of it, without any infraction of the provisions of 
the / sed law. It would be generally impossible to prove a sale, and 
with. ^ale them would be no offence. But if the mere possession 
were cStiSi^uted an offence, this could rarely, if ever, be discovered until 
the commission of a crime had brought it to light. The law would be 
valueless as a means of preventing poisoning, though it might in some 
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csisaii he used for the purpose of iufliotiug a minor punishment upon a 
party who was acquitted of the heavier charge. 

4. As regards the much more dangerous class of vegetable poisons^ 
the law could have no effect whatever. Many of these^ such as Cannabis 
Saliva, Croton iiglium, and Bhatoora are of common growth^ and a person 
who wanted them for criminal purposes would not purchase them from a 
dealer, hut would pick them up in the nearest field. We are of opinion 
then, that, for purposes of prevention, the proposed law would, in the 
case of mineral poisons, have an infinitesimal effect, and in the cose of 
vegetable poisons would have none at all. 

5. We do not believe that the law would have any effect in facilitat- 
ing the detection of crime. Supposing it to be rigorously enforced, the 
probable result would be that upon the discovery of a case of poisoning 
by arsenic, for instance^ a search into the books of the licensed dealers 
would show a few sales to native doctors or agriculturists, but to no one 
who could in any way be connected with the crime. But it must be 
remembered that the law would not be rigorously enforced. It would 
require a very large sale of poisonous drugs to make it worth apy man's 
while to pay a license fee of ruj>ees five annually in advance. ISxcept in 
very large towns, the law would he evaded ; and the only result would 
be that, after a murder, the vendor, who has now no interest in conceal- 
ing the sale, would withhold his evidence to screen himself from the 
penalties of the licensing law. If, however, the difficulty of purchasing 
arsenic, &c., was sensibly increased, the immediate effect would be to 
drive intended criminals to the use of vegeUble poisons, whose detection 
in the system is as difficult as that of the mineral poisons is easy. Here, 
again, we see no advantage in the proposed law, but rather the reverse. 

fi. hHirther, we doubt the possibility of enforcing any such law without 
entiuling enormous additional labour upon the Police, or without adding 
to, or altering the character of, the Force. It would be no slight matter 
to supervise the sale of poisonous drugs in every village in India ; and to 
do so with effect would require a knowledge of mineralogy and of botany, 
which can hardly be expected from the ordinary policeman. Indeed, the 
Su})oriiitendeut of the Thuggee Department, in his letter of the 13th 
December 1865, seems to admit the necessity of " supplementing the 
Police with a deteotive organisation, under a single but not independent 
administration, for the purpose of more effectually repressing this and 
other heinous crimes of the same exceptional character.'^ We arc not 
aware of any other exceptional crimes in this Presidency which require 
such an organisation. We cannot disguise from ourselves that a body of 
officials, armed with the powers of search and enquiry necessary to enforce 
any re^v effective law of the sort now sugg^ted, would, before very 
long, be idt to be a nuisance of the first magnitude^ and would be re- 
sent^ as an evil far greater than any they would prevent. 

7. On the whole, we are of opinion that poisoning, though undoubt- 
edly a common form of crime, niust be left to the ordinorj^ resources of 
the law. It might be possible to check the use of arsenic and other 
mineral poisons which require careful preparation, but the result woujd 
only be to direct the poisoners to vegetables which require no preparation, 
and whose presence it is impossible to trace. An active Police, ready to 
take immediate cognizance of suspicious deaths, and prompt medical 
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examination, furnish as mnch seenriiy against undetected crime as a 
Government can afford. As long as motives for poisoning exist, the 
means will never be wanting. 

From T. H. THourtcur, Eaq., Seoietuy to the GoTermaeDt of the Fo^h, to B. C. 

Binxv, Eeq., Seinetuv to the Goreroment of India, Home D^artment,-> 

No. 1267, dated Miinee, tiie 8rd Oetober 1866. 

In reply to your letter No. 4710, dated SOtb Novmnber 1866, 1 am 
desired by the Honorable the LieoteBsnt>G<ovemor to convqr the follow* 
ing remarks upon the proposal to restrict bylaw the possession and sale 
of poisons. 

3. To enable him to form a confident judgment as to the necessity 
for legislation on the subject, and the probable efficacy of the means 
proposed for effecting the object aimed at, the Lieutenaht-OovernOT 
deemed it desirable to procure statistics, showing for this Province the 
extent of the evil it is sought to remedy, and the cireumstances under 
which poisoning cases occur. 

3. Accordingly, returns were called for from District Officers showing 

The number of cases of poisoning bdieved to have occurred 
during the Itmt three years. 

{%) The poison used (if known). 

(3) Whether administered by accident or design. 

(4) The quarter whence obtained. 

And returns were also called for from the several dispensary hospitals in 
the Province, showing the number and nature of coses of poisoning ad* 
jiiitted for treatment during the last three years. 

4. According to the former of these returns, it appears that there 
were during the years 1863, 1864, and 1866, 318 cases of supposed poi* 
soning brought to the notice of the Police, of which, 63 eases ended 
fataUy. According to the dispensary returns, there were, during the 
same period, 268 persons treated os suffering from poisons, of whom 
10 died. Many of the cases shown in the Deputy Commissioners' re- 
turns may he considered open to doubt, and many are the same as those 
included in the dispensary returns ; hut, putting the two returns to- 
gether, it may be pretty mfely asserted that not less than lUO persons 
per annum in the Punjab suffer from poison. In the majority of cases 
returned by 'dispensary officers, the poison is believed to have been 
administered by design. 

6. Under these circumstances, His Honor is of opinion that, so far 
as this Province is concerned, special measures are ouled for restricting, 
if possible, the use of poisons. 

6. Again, it wonld appear from both the returns that, in the great 
majority of cases, the poison taken osr administered was either dhatMra, 
opium, or arsenic, and chiefly dhatoora. In the Deputy CoromissionerH' 
returns, out of 218 case?, 80 were cases of poisoning by dhatoora, 67 
by arsenic, 38 by opium, 2 eorrorivfcsnhlimates ; is 62 cases the poison 
was unknown. Ip the few traounin^cases vegetable pmsons, such .as 
crotem seeds, or the milk of the mader plant, was iksed. In the dispen- 
sary returns, out of 268. eases, 109 were cases of poisoning by dhatoora, 
31 by arsenic, 85 by opium ; in 15 cases the poison was unimown, and 
in the few xemainmg cases the poisons were mefly vegetalile. 
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7. From the above it appears that^ in the great majority of poison*^ 
ing cases, the poisons taken or administered are vegetable poisons of 
common growth ; and, under these circumstances, His Honor concurs 
with Colonel Hervey in considering that the mere placing restrictions 
on the sale of poisons, though it .would be to a certain extent beneficial, 
would yet be a very insufficient remedy, and that the poasesaion, as well 
as the sale, of poisons requires to be regulated. 

8. He is, therefore, of opinion that, in addition to the proposed re- 
strictions on the aale of poisonous substances, the poaaeaaion of the sub- 
stances should render the possessor liable to examination and enquiry ; 
and, in the event of the possessor being unable to give a satisfactory 
account of it, he should be liable to fine ; and if he be at the same time 
Ijroved to be a bad character, in the sense contemplated in Section 295 
^ the Code of Criminal Procedure, to a suitable term of rigorous im- 
prisonment. 

9. To render such a law efficacious, the Ins{)ector-Greneral of Police 

and Major McAndrew, late Extra Assistant General Superintendent, 
Thuggee Department, are of ojnnion that the Police should, in such 
cases, be allowed to arrest without warrant. '' 

10. Grave objections can doubtless be urged against these proposals, 
on the ground that much power for evil will thei’eby be placed iu the 
hands of the Police, and great op]X)rtunity will thereby be given to 
malicious persons to gratify personal hatred by placing poisonous sub- 
stances in the house of au enemy and informing the Police. 

11. But these objeotions. His Honor considers, will be sufficiently 
met by making the offence of being in possession of poisonous substances, 
without being able to give a satisfactory account thereof, an offence 
triable by the Court of Sessions only, and enacting stringent provisions 
for the punishment of policemen or individuals who cause the unneces- 
sary arrest of innocent persons. 

12. I am to add that His Honor thinks it will be necessary to ex- 
clude from the list of poisonous substances, the sale or possession whereof is 
placed under restriction, all ariicles commonly used for purposes other thau 
poisoning, such as opium, gHuja, soorina, and red oxide, or carbonate of lead. 


No. 1636, dated the 2l8t December, 1866. 

Endorsed by the Hoxk Depaxtiibnt. 

Copt forwarded to the Legislative Branch for consideration. 

From CoiiOVXL Chablis Hbbtit, O.B., General Superintendent of Operations for 
the Suppression of Thurnm and Dacoitee, to £. 0. Batlby, Esq., Secretary to 
the Government of India, Home Department, — No. 624^ dated Simla, Ist August 
1868. 

In continuation of the series of statistical papers (Dacoitee State- 
ments) forwarded under my lell^ under date SOth April, No. S44, 
'..s o I honor to submit statements* for 

the crime of thuggee, whether by poison or by 
strangulation, for the same three years, 186^ 
1865, and 1866, of ooourrence in districts under British administration. 

2. Owing to the absence of detailed reports in, such cases and to a 
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instructions in determining in what manner to mark them off in their 
returns, I have not been enabled to give that statistical fulness to tbei^ 
statements which perhaps characterised the dacoitee papers. For it 
will be observed in the b^y of the remarks against the several districts 
in which the crime occurred, that while some officers properly recognised 
as cases of ikuggee those instances of crime which manifested indications 
of their being the deed of adepts, although strangulation should not 
have been resorted to^ there were othem who did not do so except death 
had ensued. — some who returned some murders as thuggee without 
reference to the means which were resorted to, — others who passed bv 
poisoning cases altogether whether death ensued or not, even although 
they evidenced symptoms of being class crime,^other8 who noti<m 
some cases of the crime and passed by others, <<^ome who drew some 
kind of distinction between the different degi^ees of poisoning, and en- 
deavoured to draw a line of demarcation between cases of ** murder by 
poison (some calling this tAi^ggee, some not), attempts to muider 
by poison/^ robbery by poison,*’ '' poisoning for the sake of robbery,** 
'•grievous hurt by poison,** poisoning with hurt,** and so on, — others 
who massed offences of various kinds under lump figures and merely 
quoted against them the sections of the Indian Penal Code under which 
they severally were tried, among which were sections under which the 
criminal use of poisons as a means for committing an offence might or 
might not be recognised — thus leaving to conjecture any decision on 
the subject on the part of the statist, — while some again left unnoticed 
even eases of death by strangling. Instances of this incongruence are 
furnished in the statements in the column of remarks. 

3. I might thus have avoided, without blame, the preparation of any 
returns at all. But, as Government is aware, I have long been im- 
pressed with the seriousness of this crime of poisoning, of which 1 have 
so frequently submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in pro- 
portion with the difficulty of its detection, and I therefore considered 
that it altogether belonged to me to place to view the extent of its re^ 
ported existence in the different Governments and Administrations com- 
prising the Government of India, — ^tbat is to say, inasmuch as I was 
enabl^ to do so by the data at ray disposal. For, under the difforent 
views formed of the crime, I was not able to depend upon receiving any 
ver)'^ steady reports of the occurrence of it ; and experience, too, liad 
taught me that, in the majority of instances, perhaps no report of it 
would be made at all, even to District Officers themselves (as evidenced 
under Bengal), except death should have been the unhappy result, — and 
that even then death would often be attributed to an^hing but poisoning I 
In order, therefore, to prepare any returns at all, I had to search througli 
the several Police Administration Reports, and these papers are 
result of the examination. 

4. I have to regret that the infoipation at my disposal should not 
have enabled me to draw up any statistics of the crime such as I was 
able to submit with the Dacoitee Statements. The reason for this is 
explained in the column of remarks. And I would observe that although 
ei'erg case of poisoning or of strangling hi» been embodied in these papers, 
I would by no means affirm that all were cases oi thuggee; for it baei» on 
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the contrary been shown which of them might (with information ob- 
tained respecting them) be classed as cases committed by the professional 
criminal and which not^ whenever I have been able to arrive at such a 
discrimination. 

5. But while every case of poisoning or of strangling which was to 
be noticed in the reports from which aU were gathered been entered 
in these statements^ those cases which were palpably no>i the deed of 
class criminals have been excluded from the reckoning, and have not 
been confounded with cases which either were or might reasonably be 
supposed to have been perpetrated by poisons who committed the crime 
for the sake of robbery. For this was no light question ; and 1 trust 
that the preparation of these statements, such as they are, will be ap- 
llfoved of by Government. 

' ' 6. The measure has, however, been one of experiment only. For 1 
have supposed that Government, perceiving that it fell short of convey- 
ing the complete information which ought to be available, would issue 
some orders according to which statements shovild be fuller of de- 
tails; and this might perhaps be ensured by District Officers being 
required to keep a register of act of poisoning or of stran^uiation, 
whatever the attendant circumtances^ briefly narrating those circumstances, 
and noticing the Police action in each cose and its results. If it were 
further directed that the documents so prepared should be forwarded 
every six months to this office, for the information of the Government 
of India, an analysed statement might be prepared from them, which 
the heinousness of the crime altogether requires should be periodically 

placed before Gov- 
ernment ; and in 
furtherance of this 
object I would also- 
proj)ose that Inspec- 
tors-General of Po- 
lice I>e required to 
add to their Crime 
Tables the columns 
noted in the margin, 
showing the number 
of each case of the 
classifications denot- 
ed therein. 

7. lu stating that 
the occurrence of the 
crime was not al- 
ways reported, I have 
instanckl the cases 
in Bengal. Many 
acts of poisoning 
took place ia that 
Province, of which 
the Police knew 
nothing, although 
some of them bad 


POISONING. 


With aHvKixiit. 

1 

£ 

For the sake of, but without, ! 
robbery. 1 

TasOVOB UEYKNOB OU 
KOTXyBH OTH«» THBV 
OV BOBUKBY. 

Total. 

For the sake of rob- 
bery. 

1 

With intent to mur- 
der. 

Without intent to 
murder. 

1 

a 

a 

4 

a 

6 

7 









N, jS. — above ddea not conteinpliite any aeparate co1« 
nmii for ** attempt to eouimlt murder for tbe oaieaiB wbiob 
deatl) did not euaue vrovid be entered either In oolnmns 8 and 
4. or in column 5, according to the eircnmitaucea attending 
them. 
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resulted in the death of the victims. It was discovered early iii 1865 
that the crime was becoming^ serious in certain parts of Bengjali and at 
the recommendafion of the Inspector-General of Police, the late Colonel 
Bruce, an ofRoer was specially employed to investi^te them, 0n4 
placed in cemmnnieaiion with myeelf. Perceiving m Mr,. ]^ily> the 
gentleman appointed, a valuable coadjutor, I invited him to com- 
municate with me without reserve, and tendered to him my advice 
and oounsol as freely ; and although the course pursued by me in con- 
sidering him in a measure under my personal directions and making use 
of him accordingly, did not, iBor a special reason, meet with approval from 
the Lieutenant-Oovemor of Bengal, the result of onr connection was 
nevertheless most gratifying. A great deal more of the existence of the 
crime in Bengal was discovered than I had anticipated. Cases, eeverM 
attended witk murder^ were brought to light in 1865, of occurrences in 
1864 and preceding years, of which sometimes not even a record emsted / 
Mr. Reily prosecute them in person with great tact and intelligence, 
and even ^ined from the Judges of the High Court a high encomium 
for detective ability* A great many of the criminals were arrested and 
convicESd, and several of .tticm were executed, or transported for life or 
for shorter periods. This showed the utility of extraneous pressure, 
howeverdittle my own part in it might have been. The subject has 
been noticed in the column of remarks for Bengal in the statement for 
1865, and Mr. Boily^s proceedings and suceoss are recounted in twq^ 
appendices to the statements for 1865 and 1866, both replete with 
painful interest. He was, 1 am h<appy to add, soon subsequently ad- 
vanced to the grade of a Deputy Inspector-General of Police. 

8. In my report in the Foreign Department, No. 794, dated 15th 
September 1863 (para. 20), I submitted to notice some cases of poisoning 
by return emigrants from the Mauritius, and that it was believed that 
the crime was practised in that island by fugitives from India. It was 
not at the time considered necessary to act upon my suggestion to ascer- 
tain from the Mauritius Government whether this was really so. The 
recurrence, however, of similar cases in this country, the deed of 
• Vide ciqII 3 emigrants, will be observed in the 

»nd 6 undw'TSMeB'hrthe P«»ent papers * According to the information 
Statement for 1864, mid a o£ this Department, men from Oudh and the 
CAM under Bobar In that North-Western Provinces have from time to 
for 1866, ^ coolies to thc Mauritius and other 

oceanic colonies, who committ^ both dacoitee and poisoning ; and it is 
stated by some of onr Passes approvers of the poisoning class, that an 
emigration agent from Calcutta engaged at ranclqm a few years ago at 
Lucknow a great number of persons for shipment as coolies beyond the 
sea, among whom were several dacoits and dbatoora thug poisoners. 
We know that in India men who practised dacoitee have, for want of 
opportunities to commit it, turned their hands to the more secret and 
less easily detected crime of poisoning, of which probably some instances 
may be discernible in the pment etatimenie, uxtder Oudh. If the oppar^ 
tnnitg offers, Hep will revert to dacoitee, and some facilities for doing so 
may have been presented in the colonies, should the re^rt be correct 
that both crimes have appeared in the Mauritius. The indiscriminate 
deportation of such or otner criminals might, however, be iu some d^rcc 
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checked, were a syBtem observed of institating an enquiry, through our 
local Magistrates, into the character of the persons who offered them- 
selves as coolies to emigration agents. 

9. It will be further perceived that these statements also present 
some cases of the crime of poisoning in which the accused escap^ con- 
viction, although the poison reasonably believed to have been employed 
by him for criminal purposes was found in bis possession. Of this a 
remarkable instance will be found in the statement for 1866, under the 
District of Etah, in the North-Western Provinces. The prisoner in that 
ease declared he used the substance (which was dhatoora) 09 medicine 
for sick cattle. Others have similarly asserted that tkey were themselves 
in the habit of taking that dAig. The device is a very common one. 
When those “ mysterious cases," as they were called, occurred in Oonao, 
in Oudh, in 1860 and 1861, in which corpses were found on the high 
road, with knotted strings fastened round the neck, — of which, I may 
here observe, there would seem to be a reappearance in the same neigh- 
bourhood as well as elsewhere, — under an impression that poisoners were 
probably the culprits, who fii^st had drugged their victims and then hod 
tied on the cords as above in order to baffle dctectwn^ or, in otheiTwords, 
to induce a belief that thug stranglers had been at work in an unpro- 
fessional way, and not expert thug poisoners, — I suggested to Magistrates 
to require the Police to look out for men in the garb of religious mendi- 
cants, who should put up at serais or other resting-places, and to search 
their persons in view to the discovery of |)oisotf or other noxious sub- 
stance, upon some at least of them. Upon this a bgragee, as he pre- 
t4uid<3d to be, was arrested on his return to Cawnjiorc, who hod, after a 
very short stay at the serai at that place, been perceived to go over into 
Oudh across the adjacent Ganges, leaving behind him, however, a bundle 
composed, seemingly, of tattered clothes only, too miserable-looking, 
he thought, to excite any suspicion. CalUnl upon to account for some 
seeds of the dhatoora found tied up in a corher of one of the old gar- 
ments, ho unhesitatingly declared that he used the drug as medkiue, and 
at once raisinl his hand os if to eat some of it on the s|X)t. In this he 
was prevented by the sitting Magistrate, by whom ho was thereupon 
sent over to my Assistant, Major Chamberlain, at that time located at 
Lucknow, where, on his making the same proposal, he was, in view to 
put him to the test, even permitted to do what he had offered. Nothing 
daunted, he forthwith swallowed som of the seeds, to the dismay of the 
above officer. Insensibility had already partially set in before the 
usual antidotes could be applied. On his being restored to consciousness, 
however, the further to disconcert beholders, he at once remonstrated at 
the measures taken for reviving him, declaring, as the Hasheesh -eater 
we may sup|K>se would do, that he was just getting into the glory of 
the thing I" Transferred eventually to myself, he disclosed to me a long 
list of acts of poisoning and of docoitee/both on land and river, in which 
he had taken part, and revealed too, among other like barbarities, that he 
was one of the infuriated band by whom Mr. St. George Tucker, of the 
Bengal Civil Service, was beset and finally murdered in his bungalow 
at. Futtehpore on the outbreak of the mutiny in 1857, and that he had 
even iveeived a bullet in his leg from the seldom-erring rifle of that 
brave mm, 1 here only revert to this anecdote in connection with the 
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subject of ibe expeclieucy of a law making it penal to be fotmd io 
possess^ without a iieeusei the deleterious things oommonly used by 
poisouers^ such as I had ventured to propose for enactment in my letter 
to your address^ No. 980^ under date 18th September 1865. I believe 
an objection to such a law was urged in tlm fact that diataora, for 
instance^ was often used by natives foi; medical purposes. If justice 
should be defeated by these detestable criminals making use of Uie same 
argument in support of their innocencei it were weakness for us to urge 
it too^ if through it they should be saved from punishment I It is the 
well-known character of the thug to make that null which would be 
evidence in .our courts of law^ and for him to advance that in his 
defence, which he knows we are ourselves so tenacious about. For him 
to declare that he kept poison by him fo me il ae medicine^, because wo 
say that it is used by natives for such a purpose and map iherffore he 
possessed bp ikemy is altogether to sustain that character and to overreach 
us. As submitted, however, in my letter under advertence, tbe incon- 
venience of a prohibitory law of the scope advocated by me, to those 
whojeally used drugs for curative purposes, would afiPect a very few, in 
compWlson with the very many whom the restriction would protect. 
Those who required such things for honest aims would suffer little from 
the mere trouble of having to seek permission to possess them, while the 
effect upon those who wanted them for criminal ends would at least be 
that they would in some measure be deterred from too readily using 
them, lest they should be discovered unlawfullp to have them. 

10. That the old crime of thuggee by strangulation has been super- 
seded by that of poisoninp, is, I l^lieve^ now generally admitted, or it 
would be admitted from the information presented by these statements 
alone, if fonner reports had not sufficiently eBtablisbed the fact ; and it 
is only in continuation of my very earnest efforts for the suppression of 
the dreadful evil that I have ventured to come up to Government with 
these proposals, — an evil accomplished by secret means at once diabolical 
and cowardly, and which if it should not be attended with the destruc- 
tion of life in every case, the destruction thereof is so far contem- 
plated that the purpose being effected, — namely, the robbery of the vic- 
tim, — it is of no concern to the criminal whether the man dies or not, — 
his recoveiy being, on the other hand, often attended with the sacrifice of 
his intellect or of his budily health; and under these conditions 1 
humbly commend these statements to Jfbe consideration of Govern- 
ment. 


From A. P. HownL, Esq., Offiriaiing SeoreUry to the Goremment of India, 
Home Department, to the Chief Secretaiy to the Ooverument of Bombay,— 
No. 640, dated Simla, the 16th October 1S6B. 

I ani directed to request that, under the orden of .His Excelleni^ 
the Governor in Council, the Government of India may be furnished 
with information showing how the Bombay Act Vlll of 1866 (to r^u* 
late the sale of poisons) has worked, whether it has produced any 
tangible results, and whether it has been found possible to enforce its 
provisions without oppression. 
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2, The question of legislating for preventing the possession and 
sale of poisons in the Bengal Presidency is under the oonsideration of the 
Governor General in Council, and it is consequently desirable to have 
the benefit of the experience gained in Bombay. 


From F. S. Chafxah, Efiq^ Chief Secretary to the Govemment of Bombay, to 
the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — No. 713, dated 
the 19th Febmary 1869. 


1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 640, 
LeUer from the Commig. dated 16th October last, in which you request 
to be furnished with information as to the 
working of Bombay Act VIII of 1866, " An 
Act to regulate and restrict the sale of poisons 
in this Presidency.'' In reply, I am directed 
to forward to you the accompanying copies 
of replies received from the officers noted 
in the margin, who were called on this 
Government to submit reports on the mat- 
ter, from which it appears that, while the Act 
lias been worked without oppression, it has 
not as yet produced any very tangible re- 
sults. 


•iouer of Police, Bombay, 
No. 178L, anted 3rd Noveui- 
her 1868. 

Letter from the Acting 
llewune and Police Com- 
miiuiioner, 8. I)., No. 181, 
dated 16th January 1669, 
with uocoiupauimont. 

Letter from the Officiat- 
ing Kevenno and Police 
CominiHHtoner, N. D., No. 
165, dated Sid February 
lSfi9, with ttooompaiiiineui. 

Letter from the Conimis- 
gioiier in Sciud, No. 228, 
dated 3rd February 1869. 


From F. H. SouTxn, Esq., Commig-sioner of Police, to the Acting Secjretary to the 
Government, Kevenuo Department, Bombay, — ^No. 1781, dated the 3rd Novein- 
Iwr 1868. 

■With reference te Government Resolution, Revenue Department, 
No. 4010, dated 28th October 1868, calling for reports as to whether 
Act 'VIll of 1866 (to regulate the sale of poisons) has produced any 
tangible results, and whether it has been found jKtssible to enforce its 
provision without oppression, I have the honor to report that the intro- 
duction of this Act has not produced any tangible result in Bombay, 
but no complaints as to the enforcement of its provisions have been 
made. 

2. As, however, large quantities of these poisons are known to be 
constantly stored in, or passing through, Bombay, it is probable that the 
provisions of the Act are frequently evaded, although no such evasion 
has yet been brought to light. 


From W. H. HatkIiOCX, Esq., Acting Bevenne and Police Commumner, Southern 
Diviriott, to the Chief Secretary to thh Government of Bombay,— No. 181, 
dated Oamp Tenapore, the 16th Janumy 1869. 

1 have the honor to reply to the Govemmoit Resolution No, '4010, 
dated 28th October 1868, on the subject of the working of Bombay Act 
■VIII of 1866, being an Act to regulate the sale of poisons. 

2. From the reports of the several Collectors and Magistrates, of 
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whi<^ a summary is appended, it will be seen that the Act has been 
worked without oppression j but that it has not produced any tangible 
results, owing principdly to the facilities with which poisons may be 
obtain^ from interlying villages belonging to Native States, and to tim 
ready manner in whidi vegetable poisons are procurable generally 
throughout the country. 

S. Some of the Collectors and Ma^trates have pointed out certain 
omissions in the Act; of these, I would commend to the attention of Qor- 
emment those pointed out by Messrs. Boswell, Erskine, and D’Oyly, in 
view to their being supplied, should a revision of the Act be in contem- 
plation. No doubt the Collector should be empowered to exercise a dis- 
cretion as to character of the applicant in granting licenses, and to call 
for and examine the books whenever reqmiM. 


Summary of the Beporlt of the CoUedort and Magietratee, Southern Dioition, 
on Ike eubjeet of the working (f Borndtay Act VIll of 1866, 

Tlpes not think that the Act facilitates the sale of poisons for cri- 
minal purposes, but has rather had the contrary 
a effect. The number of licensed vendors has 
perceptibly decreased, being at present 8 against 
14, the number in 1863-64. He thinks it not improbable, however, that 
this favourable result is partly attributable to the facilities with which 
poison .can be introduced from the Native States which surround and 
intermingle with the villages of the district ; observes that poisoning 
human lyings does not seem a common crime in this part of the country, 
at the same time in a country so proliBc as this is in vegetable jioisons, 
which are procurable in almost every field and leave no trace in the 
stomach, nothing short of an extermination of such plants will effect a 
reformation. The only change he would propose is that Collectors should 
be invested with a discretionary power, which they do not seem to 
possess under the present Act, of refusing to grant or renew ordinary 
licenses. In large towns, where there are dispensaries, he suggests tliat 
it might be advisable to delegate the sale of poisons to the hosjpital 
assistant, who is generally a man of character, education, and ability. 
He adds that no oppression has had to be used for the working of the Act. 

Though the present law does not facilitate the obtaining of poisons 
Mr, E. P. lu>bert«on,Col. criminal pur^ftes, yet he thinks it might be 
lector and MagUtrate of improved. He is of opinion that the number of 
Dharwar. licensed vendors should be, ae far as practicable, 

reduced, and licenses given only to men of charact^. He suggests that 
the licenses be given only to the Patells of large towns, who should 
sell only to people who bring a permit from the ratell of their own vil- 
lage to purchase. The permit should name the purchaser, the substance 
to be supplied and the quantity, and the reason why it is required. Ho 
adds that, if any person were dWirous of poisoning another, he would, in 
all probability, use some of the vegetable poisons which abound in eveiy 
hedgerow in the country, in preference to purchasing a mineral poison 
from the vendors ; and thus the law does not appear to have produced 
anytangible results. Asfiirashe isableto state, it lias been fouim always 
practicable to enforce the law without any oppression. 
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The number of licenses taken out for the sale of poisons, under Act 
Mr. Aniifitroiig, ColUwtor 1^66^ faas been very small. In 1867, 

and Mngistraie of Kuiliid- five licenses were taken out, one of which was 
special. In 1808 four licenses only, all ordinary, 
were granted. The sale of poisons in this district has been so small that 
he is not in a position to state whether any tangible results have been 
produced, and he is not aware that any oppression has been caused by the 
enforcement of the provisions of the Act. 

The Act has been too short a time in operation to allow any tangible 
results to appear, or to enable him to judge from 
’untoaX^y- oxi^ricnce how far it fwilitates, or not, 

the obtaining of poisons for criminal purposes. 
If, however, it does not facilitate the obtaining of poisons, it certainly 
does not do much towards preventing it, were persons disposed to obtain 
poisons for such purposes. The Act does not pi*ovide any legal limit to 
the number of licenses, and so in course of time it is to be expected they 
will be very common. The amount of fee also for a license is too trifling 
to act as a check on their number, except in the case of a special license, 
and what a special license is for, or where, or when, it is to l)e gflSTTted, is 
nowhere defined in the Act. Were the number of licensed vendors 
restricted, no hardship would be caused to the people, and the Police 
would undoubtedly be better able in suspicious cases to trace the purchasers, 
provided the poison was obtained from a licensed vendor, which, however, 
it is probable would rarely be done in a country where so many vegetable 
poisons grow wild and are readily procurable. He would grant licenses 
to respectable persons only. He adds that the list of jK)isons in Sche- 
dule A appended to the Act is not very comprehensive, and excludes some 
that were included under Section 20 of Regulation XIV of 1827. The 
Schedule might, he thinks, be extended with benefit. 

The Act has been worked without any oppression, but it has not pro- 
duced any tangible results, as the facilities with 
Bllgaum.“ obtained in the numerous vil- 

lages of Native States, which he between and 
boi’der on British territory, render the Act almost a dead letter. Cases 
of poisoning have not diminished since the introduction of the Act, but 
no casW of the illegal sale of poison have been tried since the Act was 
]>assed. 

The provisions of the Act have not been very strictly enforced, the 
„ , . ^ ^ number of licenses applied for has been very 

MibSl orPwur**" ”*1 

dimoulty will be found in purchasing poisons of 
certain kinds in districts i^ which no license has been granted. Mr. 
Erskine observes that it is almost impossible, as the law now stands, to 
know whether it is fully acted up to. Section IS of the Act requires a 
great deal, but who is to see that this is done? No authority is given 
to the Collector or to the Police (or any one else) to examine the books 
of the seller, to see that they are properly kept, and his belief is that the 
provisions of the law are not attended to except, ^rhaps, to a certain 
extent in the City of Poona. Mr. Erskine thinks that the law, as it 
stands, can scarcely be expected to work very well. There are too many 
restrictions^ and not sufficient means of knowing that the restrictions are 
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'attended to. Ae he understands Section 5 of the Act^ an ordinary license 
must be {j^ranied tp any one willing to pay ni]xses 5 for it, discretionary 
power only being given as regards the special license. Thus bad eharac* 
ter$ may easily procure license%> and what cheeky in a country where so 
few can read and write, would the book of sale be on them ? They would 
make all the entries themselves, and might enter anything they liked. 
He thinks that licenses should only be granted to persons of good charac- 
ter ; that the restrictions on sales should be lessened, though the seller 
should still be bound to enter all sales in a book, and that power to 
examine this book should rest with certain officers who could then exa- 
mine it regularly, and this might really check the seller, and with his 
aid probably enable them to do much to put a stop to illicit sales. 

There is little or no sale for poisons in this Collectorate ; only al>out 
three or four men have taken out oitiinary 
Md Maji Act,andin most instauMB they 
have not sold siimciant poisons to pay for tho 
cost of the license. The Caiiara jungles abound with vegetable {xiisons, 
and tKfi subject with which licenses are taken out is generally .merely to 
vend paints, such as yellow or^iment for colouring images. Mr. Elphinston 
recommends, as the Act does not require any special machinery to work 
it^ that the licenses be granted free on condition that the vendor be a 
respectable man, who can read and write, and well able to keep the 
accounts in the prescribed form. 

The Act has hitherto produced no tangible results owing to the oinis- 
Mr. D’Oyly, Collector it noted below ; he doubts whether the 

and Magistrate of Abuied- provisions of the Act have been fully enforced, 
nuggar. jg enquiry. No oppression 

has been committed under the Act. The omissions in the Act, which 
Mr. D^Oyly thinks should be supplied, are the following : — 

1^/. — That it should be made optional with the Collector to grant 
or renew a license to any applicant. 

2nd . — That the Collector should have power to cancel any license 
granted on his becoming convinced that such a step is 
desirable. 

Srd . — That authority should be given to the Collector to examine 
or authorise in writing any other person to examine the 
books kept by vendors. 


From A. F. Bellasis, Esq,, Officiating Commissioner of Police, Northern Division, 
to the Secretary to the Government of Bombay, — ^No. 166, dated Camp, Veejul'r 
poor, the SrdFebruary 1869. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the Government 
Resolution No. 4010, dated 28th October last, calling for information 
showing how the Bombay Act VIII of 1666 (to regulate the sale of poi* 
sons) has worked, whether it has produced any tangible results, and 
whether it has b^n fonnd possible to enforce its provisions without 
oppression. 

i. As the information is required by the Government of India to aid 
them in legislating for preventing the possession and sale of posious 4u 
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the Bengal Preeidency, 1 have given in the accompanying summaiy the 
opinions of the several Magistmtes and District Snperintradents of ^Ucc 
in the Northern Division. 

3. From these it nrill be observed that the working of the Act has 
never been found to be oppressive, and most of the Magbtrates and 
Saperintendents of Police are agreed that the Act is preeaotionaiy, and 
that it conduces to exercise a wholesome check. This is the tnore observ* 
able in districts little intermingled with Foreign States, but in Ouzeiat, 
where Guiokwaree towns and villages are thickly interspersed with 
British territo^, the check can be very slight. 

4. I concur with the Magistrates of Surat and Broach, and with ^ the 
Superintendent of Police, Khandeish, in opiition that the Act might 
with advantage be made still more restrictive, and I think their sugges- 
tions are worthy of adoption in framing any new Act. 


MentorandtHtt eotdaining the repUee of the Officer* of the Northern. Stvttion 
to the Owernment Retolittion No. 40/0, doffed 28th Oetc^r 1868, f or • < 
warding a copy of a letter from the Oonemmetd of India requiring »»- 
formation as to how the Bombag Act VIII of 1866 (to regulate the 
tale of poison) has worked, whether it has produced any tangible re- 
sults, and whether it has been found possible to enforce its provisions 
without oppression. 


ntr. Borradsile, Actinfr The Act has produced no re- 

MagiftTate. sult in 1^8 ziUah, and the enforcement of its 

provisions is by no means oppressive. 

“ In such a district as Ahmedabad, intermingled with foreign ter- 
ritory, it is and will continue to be a simple matter to obtain poison ; no 
legislation can prevent this ; and naturally a man wishing to poison his 
neighbour, or a wife, or husband, will not expose himself to the elaborate 
system of entry in the retailers’ books devised for his detection. 

“ It would be advisable, perhaps, to make penal the possession of any 
poison named in Schedule A not purchased from a licensed vendor.” 

*' From the records of this office there is nothing to show t hV t the 
Act in qumtion has produced any tangible result, 
or that, since the promulgation of the Act, crimes 
under the head of poisoning have either increased 
or decreased,— only one case being reported in each of the years 1866- 
1867. Though the Act in question prevents the promiscuous sale of 
imimns in British territory, still it does not hinder a person in a district 
like the Ahmedab^ ZiUah, which is almost surrounded by Native States 
from procuring poison. Sl^nld he wish to do so, he has only to go across 
the frontierand he can obtain as much as he likes. With a view to prevent 
persons purchanng poisons in Native States, and bringing the into 
British territory, 1 would suggest the necessity of another clause being 
added to the Act, st?,— ^ 

" ' No person, without a special order from the Magistrate of the dis- 
trict, shall be allowed to bring into Britodi territory any of tire poisons 
mentioned in the Schedule of this Act 


Captain Segrove, Super< 
intendent of Police. 
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' Any person found with poieon in bis possession shsll be bound 
under certain penalties to satisfactorily account for the same^ and that 
he has purchased it from a licensed vendor/ 

I donH think there is anything in the provisions of this Act which 
is in any way (mpreseive,” 

Kaira.^^* "Ae provisions of the Act have been applied in these dis* 
V tricta without trouble or even remark by the 

r. I , Mttg . people ; but I have no kind of data from which to 
pronounce an opinion as to the real effect of the Act to compass the objects 
for which it was intended. 1 must basard a remark^ however^ that I 
am not able to perceive how enactments of this sort can have the re* 
strictive effect they are intended for. 1 know nothing which could 
practically prevent large quantities of arsenic, or any other poison, being 
sold aiwwhere in India." 

^ '^Prom a Police point of view, and as re- 

intendeuT^ PoHm'* ^"****^* "^rds this district, the Act in question is virtually 
inoperative. 

l^hatoora is plentiful all over the district, and the poison can be 
extracted and used by the most ignorant. Other vegetable poisons are 
also available, but the preparation of these require a certain amount of 
knowledge. 

If, however, a person wishes to purchase poison with any ill intent, ho 
can procure it in any quantity from one of the numerous Guicowarec 
towns or large villages with which this district is so plentifully be* 
sprinkled. 

‘'Where persons wish to purchase poison in small quantities for 
medical purposes, they obtain it from the licensed poison-vendor ; and, 
from the enquiries 1 nave made, I believe that the provisions of the A(;t 
are enforced without oppression in the case where people can obtain 
poison, if they please, without purchasing it from licensed vendors." 

PuncA Mehali.^Act Ylll oi 1866 has not been formally '‘intro- 
duced into tbe Punch Mehals, but, under its 
th^Governor^’ ^^**^*^ Spirit, licenses for sale of poisonous substances 
have been issued since 1867, and accounts kept 

agreeably to Section 16. 

"From the reports of the local Native Officers, I find that no 
difficulty has been experienced in carrying out tbe provisions of the Act, 
nor any complaint against them received from the people, but, on the 
contrary, they facilitate the detection of suspicious cases and exercise a 
wholesome check on the purchase of poison for unlawful purples. I am 
myself of the same opinion, and consider that no alterations in the pre- 
sent Act are necessaiy." 

Lienteatnt Wilson, Soper- Lioenses have only been taken out by eight 
intendeot of Pbllce. men in these districts, as follows 

Godra 


Kalole 

Veeiolpore 

Ealole 

Dfthad 

Ghalode 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total 8 
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'' Tlie provisions of the Act do not appear to have been strictly car- 
ried out in every instance^ but there has been no difficulty or oppression 
in enforcing its provisions where it has been acted iip to/^ 

Swm/.— ^^The present law (Bombay Act VIII of 1866) works 
Mr. Hope, Magiitreie. tolerably well on the whole at the places where 
there are licenses to be found. These, however, 
are so very few in number— there is not a single one in the Sub-Col- 
loctorate — that there cannot be the least doubt that the sale of poisons is for 
the most part practically unrestricted. 1 consider that there should 
be a liceuse in every kusba town and subordinate town of 3,000 
inhabitants. 

My Assistants and Deputies, to whom I referred your circular for 
opinion, suggest the following additions to the Act, in which I concur : — 

“ * (I) The Police should be empowered to search without warrant 
the house of any person suspected to have in his possession poisol&s sur- 
reptitiously obtained. • 

‘*^(11) It should be provided in the Act that persons found in pos- 
session of poisons who are unable to prove that they have got ihelfi from ^ 
licensed vendors should be liable to punishment. To render this pos- ' 
sible, it might be likewise enacted that vendors shall give a pass or token 
to j)urcliascrs of poisons. 

* (111) Sindoor, or red lead, should lie added to Schedule A of the 
Act. 11. is commonly used by the natives as a poison. 

" ' (IV) Licensed vendors should be required to submit their books 
for periodical inspection to the Collector, or Assistant or Deputy Col- 
Ii'ctor. This will insure strictness and punctuality. 

* (V) Importation of poisons from Native States should be checked 
by requiring the importer to declare the quantity they wish to import, 
and the purjiose for which it is intended. This Collcctorate is greatly 
interlaced with foreign territory, and some such provision is requisite. 

** ^ (VI) Surgeons or. Sub- Assistant Surgeons, wherever available, 
should superintend the sale of poisons.^ ** 

** I cannot find its provisions have been so enforced as to cause any 
oppression ; but to make the Act of greater use, 
M«jor Shortt, Supenii- j Consider the Collector might authorise the Su- 
CD eu o o ice. perinteudent of Police to issue the licenses, and 

then the books of sales of poisons would be periodically inspected ; but 
in India vegetable poisons are so easily procurable that legislation is 
not, in my opinion, ever to be of much avail in preventing murder by 
poison, while the provisions of the Act may be of service in preventing 
accidental poisoning." 

Tama , — "The statistical information of this Department in respect to 
crime does not show that the existing law (Act 
KobertBOD, VIII of 1866) regulating the retail sale of 
poisonous substances in any way facilitates the 
obtaining of poisons for criminal purposes. As far as can he judged of the 
Act, it evidently meets all the requirements which necessitated its be- 
coming law. 

" The facility that exists for obtaining mineral as well as vegetable 
poisons of one kind or another scattered throughout the country, equally 
elficucious and subtle iu their administration to those enumerated in the 


Mr. J. W. 
Magistrate. 
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Schedule of the Act^ precludes the necessity of the poisoner resorting to the 
retail dealer to supply himself with the means with which to cany out his 
secret designs. However stringent the provisions of the law nay be, 
it necessarily must fail in being able to deprive the poisoner or the 
means of obtaining poisons, as both tlie vegetable and mineral kingdoms 
abound with them in most of the country. 

Little inconvenience, I apprehend, would result to the community 
by a reduction of the licenses granted. Pivery means is adopted to 
grant the licenses to respectable persons only under the present system. 
What more can be desired ( am at a loss to understand, as only certain 
classes of the population will Undertake its sale; other classes of traders 
would refuse to do so. Section 13 of the Act compels the keeping of 
;ic(*oants of sale, together with particulars of to whom sold, &c. ; the 
Police have, therefore, every scope afforded them under the existing law 


to traee all purchasers of poison 

MHjor CoK Sui-eria. ^ The provisioM of the Act tove W en- 
itindfut of Police. forced, OS far as he can learn, without dimcuity 


or opposition. 

The cases of poisoning in the district have been sa few, — only two, 
one of which was supposed suicide, — that the Superintendent cannot form 
any judgment as to the results of the Act iu question ; but he is of 
opinion that there can be no question as to the benefit of the 'same. 

Khandekh . — Concurs iu Captain Probyn^s views.* Poisoning is 
Mr. SUeppurd, Acting less common than formerly, and when tlie 
Mngistratc. Crime docs occur, it is commonly found that the 

• Follow below. substauce employed has been dhatoora, which is 

procurable in every jungle, or broken or ground glass. As a preventive 
measure, therefore, the Act in question has probably not produced any 
very tangible results. At the same time its provisions are undoubtedly 
calculated to be precautionary, and therefore useful, and the undersigned 
has never heard of any complaint on the subject, and has no reason to 
believe that they are considered oppressive/^ 

The Act does not appear to have had any effect with regard to the 
Captain FrobvD» Super- Crime of poisoning in the zillah. The crimo 
inteiidont of Poiico. returns sbow that in 1860 there were five cases 


of poisoning. Last year there were only three, while this year, up to 
the present time, 1 do not think we have bad any case at all. 1 do not, 
however, attribute this slight reduction of the offence solely to the intro- 
duction of the Act referred to, but rather to other 
' * * causes, such as jnfluence andf the fluctuation of 

the crime of murder from one year and another. 

No complaints of hardship consequent on the introduction of the' 
Act have reached my ears during my tour in the districts ; neither can 
there be any inconvenience, provide a sufficient number of licenses 
to sell poison are granted, and judiciously distributed through the 


province. 

"The form given in Schedule C does not appear to me sufficient to 
secure the object in view, which I understand is to place a more com- 
plete check on the indiscriminate sale of poisonous substances. The 
form referred to gives every information excepting with regard to thp total 
quantity of poison on hand, so that there is no means to detect vendois 
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who may sell poiaon and make no entr^ at alL During an enquiry 
I made in 1866, I found that eome of the vendora, if their accounts 
were correct, had not sold poison even to the amount they had paid for 
their licenses. 

** Had the law obliged them to register the quantiiy of poison on 
hand when their licenses were issued, an examination ox the poison on 
hand at the end of the year, or any intermediate time, would show 
whether the intermediate entries of sale of poisons were correct or other- 
wise/^ 


From CoLOKEL Sib W. L. Mbbbwbthbb, K.C.S.L and C Commissioner in Bindb, 
to His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir W. B. Sbyhoub V. FitzGxbald, 
G.C.S.I.t Governor and President in Council, Bombay, — No. 228, dated 
Sukkur, the 3rd February 1869. 

Referring to Oovemment Resolution No. 4010, dated ;the^ 28th 
October 1868, I have the honor to report, for the information of Your 
Excellency in Council, that Bombay A(?t VIII of 1866 has affected the 
revenue from the sale of poisons, and that it may therefore be consi- 
dered to have worked successfully as a restrictive measure. The Collector 
of Hyderabad reports that the I'evenue on the above account in his 
Collectorato from August 1866 to July 1867 amounted to Rs. 2,989, 
whilst from September 1867 Uj December 186S Rs. 125 only was 
realised. The decrease is attributed by the Collectors of Hyderabad 
and Shikarpore to the exclusion from the Schedule attached to the Act 
of the poisons chiefly in demand, 

Antimony. 

Red lead. 

Sugar-of-leud. 

2. The provisions of the Act appear to have been enforced without 
difliculty. 


From E. 0. Baylby, Esq., Secretary to tbe Government of India, Home Depart- 
ment, to the Honorable A. Eden, Seoreta^ to the Government of Bengal in 
tbe Judicial Department, 662, date(l Simla, the 19th May 1869. 

With reference to the correspondence noted on the margin, regard- 

From BonKri. No. 24H *? regulate by law the posses- 

dated l 3 ih April 1866. sion and sale of poisons, 1 am directed to for- 

• * • • ward, for the information of His Honor the 

Lieutenant-Qovemor, the accompanying copy of a report^ on the 
• From Ctoramihent of working of tiw ^mbay Act VllI of 1866 (to 
Bomba;, No. 718, dated regulate and restrict the sale of poisons), and to 

™ opinion of the GoTernor General 
«iic o.a^. Council, there are very great difficulties in the 

way of legislating iu this matter to any us^ul purposei 
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Office Memo, from C. U. Aitchi»ov» Secretary to the Qovenunent of lodiii, 

Foreign Department, to the SMteiery to the Government of lnd% Home Depart- 
ment,— No. 13J., dated Fort William, Sdth January 187S. 

The undersigned is directed to forward to the Home Department a 
copy the letters marginally noted ftom the 
^No. 61A., dated ilth General Snj^ntendent of the Operations for 

No” 745. datid a4ili Oc- Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoiteo, rela* 
tober 1871. tiv6 to tne proposals made by him for the sup* 

pression of the crime of thuggee by poisoning, 
and to convey the foUowing observatioas of the Viceroy and Governor 
General in Council on the subject. 

In Colonel Hervey^s report on the operations of the Department 
under his care from 1868 up to the end of 1868 (a copy of which was 
forwarded to the Home Department with the docket from this office 
No. 176J., dated 18th November 1870), it was stated that although 
thug poisoning was lamentably prevalent, not only in British territories 
but in Native States, yet not a sbgle arrest had been effected. This 
was ^inted out to Colonel Hervey in the letter from this Department 
reviewing the report, with an expression of the regret of Government at 
t he absence of any conviction of this class of criminals. 

3. In his present letter under reference, Colonel Hervey submits that 
this failure has arisen from the action of Qovemment in declining 
to sanction his proposals and those of the North-Western Provinces* 
authorities for dealing with the crime. 

4. His main proposal was that the approver system — to the adoptioa^ 
of which the success of liis Department in dealing with thug^ was 
due — should be applied to thug poisoning, i. <?., that instead of admitting 
one or more of the accused in a particular instance to be Queen^s evi- 
dence and discharging him when that particular trial is finished, the man 
should first be aentmeed and then admitted to be Glueen^s evidence, the 
sentence being kept hanging over him (for life in the case of a thug) 
and he being kept under custody the whole time, 

5. The Government of India in this Department objected to the 
measure, on the ground that, by Colonel Hervey's own showing, the crime 
was practised not by organised bands, but by isolated malefactors, to 
whom the approver system was manifestly inapplicable. 

6. This objection does not seem ever to have been met by Colonel 
Hervey, but it was by the North-Western Provinces Government, in a 
letter to this Department, dated 11th June 1862, No. 476 A. (which was 
transferred to the Home Department with the office memorandum from 
this Department No. 36, dated 4th February 1868), in which Hk Honor 
the Lieutenant-Governor expressed his cx>nviotion that thuggee poisoners 
were just as much oiganised bands of professionals as those tliugs who 
committed murder by strangulation, the only diffemuce being that the 
weapon of destruction used by the former did not idways kill, while 
those of the latter in nearly every case did so. 

7. Govmmmentin the Home Department on the 6th March 1868 
showed the Lieutenant-Governor that no further action on the part of 
the Legislature was needed to legalise the application to the crime of 
the approver system, which in its application to thuggee and dacottee 
was based on executive authority still possessed by His Honor mid heads 
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of other Administrations, and was sufficiently warranted by Section 54 
of the Criminal Procedure Code. 

8. From the enclosure to the present letter from Colonel Hervey it 
would appear that in 1865 he tri^ to get the system applied in an en- 
quiry into thug* poisoning, but the Magistrate of Monghyr decided that 
the system of conditional pardon was illegal, something quite diEEerent 
being contemplated in Section 204 of the Criminal Procedure Code. It 
would have been better, His Excellency in Council thinks, bad Colonel 
Hervey, instead of allowing the matter to drop, either referred it himself 
for the consideration of Government, or requested the Magistrate of 
Monghyr to refer the point for authoritative decision, more especially 
when it is remembered that he was aware of the views of the Govern- 
ment of India as to the legality of the approver system under the pro- 
visions of Section 54 of the same Code. 

9. It appears to the Viceroy and Governor General in Council that 
these two sections of the Criminal Procedure Code referred to, 54 and 
209, are concurrent, and that the fact of a man having received a pardon 
from Government under Section 54 conditionally on his telling the Anith 
in all cases in which he is called as a witness, does not legally disqualify 
him for giving evidence in such cases ; but, on the other hand, if the 
Magistrate chooses to offer such a man a free pardon, he can do so under 
Section 209. If this be so, a defect is brought to light in the wording 
of the Act, and the undorsigned is accordingly desired by Ilis Excellency 
m Council to request that, as the Crimind Procedure Code is now in 
ihe (course of re-enactmeui, such action as may appear expedient in the 
Legislative Department may be taken with the view of remedying that, 
defect. 


No. 14J. 

Copy forwarded to the General Superintendent of Operations for the 
Suppression of Thuggee and Dac^oitee, with reference to his letter 
No. 61 A., dated 11th February 1871. 


From CoLOXiSL C. Hbbvet, General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression 
of Thuggee and Dacoitoe, to 0. U. Aitchison, Esq., C. S. 1., Secretary to the 
Government of India, FoiH)ign Department, — JMo. 61A., dated Jalnah, 11th 
February 187L 

111 your reply, No. 1 75 J, dated 18th November last, to my recent 
lie port of the operations of the Thuggee and Dacoitep Department 
in Native States, it was observed (paragraph 4), with an expression of 
regret, that not a single arrest had been made of any thug poisoner.'^ 

* This was so noticed from a cousideratiou of Statement B. But that document was a 
sr-atemeut of the number of criminals who had been denounced merely by accomplices 
during the period under report, but who remained to be arrested. Statement A was of the 
persous arrested ; and it showed that 27 poisouers were taken into custody. This is Lm* 
iiiateriul, however, to the present enquiry, the statement showing tliat 23 of the iiumW 
were relcueed, no approvers having, under the existing instructions of Government, been 
admitted against them. The conviction of the remaining 4 persons took place upon the 
rvidence ofsrnne old Pkansi^ar thug approvers, who used occasionally to oombiue streiigling 
with acts of pciioiuug. 
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2. In reviewing the crime of thuggee by means of poisons in my 
• To tbe 8ec«u.y to noted in the margin * I explained (in con- 

theGovoriiuientoiliHUa, tmuatioQ of former similar repre^entatioue) the 
Foreign Depftrttoenf^ No. peculiar difficulties which beset effective operations 
l^i sgainst per^trators of that particular offence, from 

* the state ox the law and other considerations ; and 

in describinf^ it as a crime ** which had gained that head, that no effort 
should be left untried for putting down an evil of so frightful a magni- 
tude/^ 1 not only represented the necessity to amend the existing law 
against the offence of poisoning, but I also solicited permission to apply 
the Approver System towards its suppression — ^urging in support of these 
proposals, that if, as I could not but believe, Government should not 
object, under so dire a necessity, to suhaut a larger body o/\ approvers than 
hitherto had been usual in proceedings against thug stranglers, the 
necessitj^ for maintaining a larger body of such persons was no argument 
against the adoption of the ^ Approver System * for the same effectual 
su])|)re8sion of a crime the continued prevalence of which might other- 
wise become an opprobrium to our rule.^* 

^.•The reply 1 was honored withf was to the effect that the Govern- 
t The Secretnry to the ment of India did uot think it necessary to act 
Govmiinent of India, Fo- on my suggestion for an alteration of the 

A p»p»«l it tobe 

6343, dated 16th Septeinbcr penal to found in the possession 0£ poisonous 
18G1. drugs without a license, was also negatived, and 

in the matter of the Approver System'^ 1 was informiid that the 
Governor General in Council did not concur in ray views of the 
expediency of that proposal. 

4. The same jiroposals were subsequently, from time to time, again 
urged by other authorities. They were once more brought forward so late 
even as 1868. 


5. And when, at an intermediate period in 1865, it was essayed by 
* « . . Mr. Reily by my advice, consequent on the 

thi Sccretar^ to somcwhat modified orders of 1868,} to introduce 
the Governmeut, North- the Approver System against some bands of 

VVoBteru Proviiices, No. professional poisoners practising in some of the 
1545, datf'd 6th March j-a-awt; ” *1.11 

1866, para. 12. distncts of Bengal, to whose sujipression he had 

been specially appointed and been placed under my 
directions, the local Magistrate even declared its illegality and objected to 
allow it. 


6. In a Report to the Government of India in the Home Depart- 
§ No. 930. dated 13th ment,§ when I again ventured to urge the expe- 
Septcinbor 1865. diencv of a special law restricting the sale and 

poaaesaion of poisons, I statca of the crime of thuggee by means of 
poisons that “life was generally taken, or if the victims recovered, 
they did so at the sacrifice of their health and intellect; that in 
frequent instances there was no Police detection and further, that 


I had long aimed to gain for the subject the consideration it merited** 

BTo tbe Qov«nin)«iit of crime, |l I ouce 

India in tbe Hotne Depart- more submitted of it as follows ; “ That the old 

ment. No. 624, dated let crime of thuggee by strangulation has been 
August 1868. superseded by that of pmsoning^ is, I Irelieve^ now 

generally admitted, or it would be admitted, from the information pre- 
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seoied by these statemeiits alone^ ij Jbrm&r reporU had not nnfioi^ily 
established the fact ; and it is only in oontinnation of my very earnest ^&rts 
for the suppression of the dreadful evil that 1 have ventured to come up 
to Government with these proposals^ — an evil accomplished by secret 
means at once diabolical and cowardly, and which if it should not Le 
attended with the destruction of life in every case, the destruction thereof 
is so far contemplated that the purpose being effected, namely, the robbery 
of the victim, it is of no concern to the criminal whether the man dies or 
not, his recovery being, on the other hand, often attended with the 
sacrifice of his intellect or of his bodily health ; and under these conditions 
1 humbly commend these statements to the consideration of Government/^ 

7. Although the orders of Government declining to allow the 
Approver System to be applied to the suppression of the crime of 

thuggee by means of poisons, and other dissents, were issued at a period 
when the executive agency of the Thuggee and Dacoitee Department 
had not been withdrawn from British districts, and were passed more 
directly on a report of the prevalence of the crime in some British dis- 
tricts, a reconsideration of that report will show that the propositj^ons 
submitted in it for the easier suppression of the crime, wherever it should 
take plju^o, had reference to the whole of India. What was an objection, 
morcovi^r, in British territory, would equally be an objection in Native 
States, the British functionaries in which were guided so much in their 
judicial investigations — and correctly so guided — by the principles of the 
Indian Penal and Criminal Procedure Codes. Government is further 
aware that the Approver System was the only mode of procedure 
followed by this Depai'tment for the suppression of the criminal classes 
against which its operations were directed. Any orders, therefore, which 
denied to tlie Department that special mode of procedure, were, I v^^ould 
submit, vii*t.ually to intoixlict any opemtious on its part against the 
particular class of criminals to whose suppression the adoption thereof 
had been formally solicited. 

8. I would therefore respectfully ask for some further instructions 
on the subject ; and with such a view, 1 beg you to submit tbe accom- 
panying printed file of papers to the notice of His Excellency the Viceroy 
and Governor General in Council, comprising as they do in a collected 
form the most noteworthy of the correspondence which has from time 
to lime taken place on this very important question. 


From Sib Gboboe Coitfeb, Bart., Secretary to the Government, North-Western 
Provinces, to Majob Ohables Hbbtey, General Superintendent of Opera- 
tions for the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee,'— No. 13417 A, dated 13th 
Sep^mber 1860. 

I am directed by the Lieutenant-Governor to transmit the ac* 

Extnwt, pamermpb 4J, from letter Ko. 901 dated copies of 

9Ut Me,, from Ooromimioaer of Beneiee. correeponoence as per mu-- 

Extract from the Aaiingurh Magistrate's Narrative of gin, relating to certain 
heiuons crimes during 1859 (1 ease). renorted aa having 

Extract from the Beuares Magistrate's Narrative of reportea as naving 

heinous criutes during 1859 (5 caaea ). oocurrecL in tne iSenares 

Extract from the Miraapore Magistrate’s Narrative of Division during 1859, in 
Mleotuerimee during 1869 (Icaee). poisoooue drugs 

were administered for purposes of theft. 
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2. Thera is, in His Honor's opinion, no donbt as obserred by 
the Magistrate oi Benares, it is rery difficult, in oases of tbis n^nra, to 
trace offenders, fnmt the very fact that their vietims are left in a 
state of stajpefaction, and seldom racovw till the former have ^aoed miles 
behind them. Ihere is but one remedy for oi^^anised erimes of tiiis kind. 
Hie efforts of the magisterial offioers, within their respective jutisdic- 
tions, may result in the detection of the offenders in one or more isolated 
cases, but it cannot avail for the effectual repression of the crime. A 
single r^ncy, with continuous jurisdiction along the seniMal main lines of 
traffic, and with the means at its di^osal of making rapid aud uninter- 
rupted pursuit, is the only one at all calculated to cope saooessfully witii 
this crime. 

3. I am 'accordingly desired to request that you will have the good- 
ness to state whether you can spare an officer to devote himself to the 
investigation of these eases, and the suppression of this orime,-->a crime 
most dwgerous to society and opprobrious to our rule. 


Extract, pamgrapba 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, uid 10, of a letter from MAroBOaABr.n Hbbvbt, 
(tenSral Superiatendont of Operatioofl for the Sappreaaion of Tbugf^ and 
Dacoitee, to the Seorefsiy to the Ooremmeut, North- Western Provinces, — No. 
751, daW Jubbnlpore, 24th September 1860. 


I have the honor 

Tho prevulouce of the 
criiue of dhutoora thuggee, 
or robbery by iidmiiiister- 
ing dehiteriouA drugs, in the 
liefiarufl Division of the 
Kortli-Wvstern Provinces. 


to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No* 
under date IStb mstanty on the subject 
marginally noticed^ calling upon me to state 
whether an officer from this Department could l>o 
spared for the investigation of tlie crime men- 
tioned. 


2. In reply I have the honor to state that I think the duty may 
safely be entrusted to Captain Cbamberlainy the Assistant for Oudh and 
the North-Western Provinces, an officer of experience and research. His 
attention is already directed to the crime, as shown in the annexures, and 
as it is vciy probable that the information he has already acquired of the 
criminals, although in another territory, will lead him to the detection of 
others, and carry him from gang to gang of those who are in the habit of 
practising this now growing evil in the districts under notice, it would 
serve to give unity to the proceedings of the Department against this par- 
ticular class of transgressors— since the same enquiry is engaging the 
attention of all our other Assistants — were an officer of tho Department 
employed against them wAo sAould acV under Ike special rules under which 
its operations are conducted, instead of any other officer who may not be 
similarly controlled. 

■N’ 'N' # ^ # 


6. I consider it, 1 submit with great respect, most opportune to the 
interests of the Native community that this subject has gaij|ed the 
serious attention of His Honor the Lieutenant-Gttvemor. My own, 1 
would represent, had long been turned to it, and during my employment 
in anoth^ presidemT' — ^impressed that the crime was <d a veiy formidable 
nature, that it had in fact superseded thug^;ee by stran^lataon, and that 
the danger of its gaining heira was, as had been urged in another place, 
in proportion to the difficuKy of detection — I had long to oombat many 
adverse oirenmstanoea before I eould rouse, if t may soexprese myi«lf, tjtot 
id^teqjiiou to it which its heinousness demanded. Since my sj)p(mxtmrai 
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to the head of the Department^ I have perceived that^ not confined to the 
territories hitherto in my charge^ the crime prevailed in every other portion 
of India. But while the Assistants of the department are strenuous in 
their efforts to cope with it, the state of the law does not, I would bring 
to notice, admit of that facility for an effectual and speedy remedy the 
agents of the Department possess by means of special legislation in their 
operations against other organised crimes, obviously so essential in any 
combined efforts for its repression. His Honor has truly observed that 
it is very difficulkto ti*ace the offenders from the very fact that their vic- 
tims are left in a state of stupefaction, and seldom recover till the crimi- 
nals have placed miles behind them : but that is not, I submit, the only 
difticulty; the almost insurmountable one is, that the men by whom the 
drug is adminislered are generally in such disguises, that by persons just 
recovered from a state of insensibility it is generally vain to expect that 
t hey should be recognised, should they by any chance be seized and con- 
fronted with them, — to which I would add that in the greater frequency 
of cases such as have come under my notice, the poisons are dispensed but 
by a single person, but whose associates are at hand, and only prcuTent 
themselves when stupefaction has already supervened ; that the (foses arc 
administered without reference to their direct noxiousness to human 
lift*, or to the bodily condition of the victim to be practised upon ; 
that consequently death is the fatal result from an overdose, and, 
what may be regarded as the worst feature of the difficulty attending 
repression, in pa haps nine cases out of ten of robbery by means of de^ 
leterious dmgs, it is only token death has becfi the result that the Police have 
become aware of the crime having been committed^ as, in the generality of 
cases, persons when awakened to their senses have been too glad to have 
escaped with their lives, to care much to make any complaint of their 
having been robbed. Under these circumstances, it is painfully obvious 
that, for tlie detection of such criminals, recourse may only be had to a 
means which, although in an enlightened ago it should be regarded to be 
but a coarse means, is the only eQicient one for successfully coping with 
a class of miscreants whoso devices defy every other process for their 
detection and punishment, living as they do among an habitually 
apathetic and easily deluded people, where race is antagonistic with race, 
and life so trifled with, the inhabitants giving but little assistance to the 
Police, the Police themselves being indifferent and bjickward, except when 
urged to exertion by fear of dismissal, such as caused by the discovery of 
a dead body, and the gi*eat bulk of the people being, moreover, averse to 
report the perpetration of crime, from a keen sense of the inconvenience 
of being obliged to go long distances to give evidence about it, — / allude 
to the means acquired from the evidence of accomplices, 

7. am therefore led, seeing that His Honor is determined to adopt 
strenuous measures for the suppression of these evil-doers, to reagitate a 
question which I had long laboured at, viz,^ that relating to the insuffi- 
ciency of the present law for the punishment of poisoners, if they may he 
successfully opposei through the agency of this hepartmsnty and to the 
• Entituied «n Act to conversion of Act XXIX of ls50 * the opemtion 
iimnui Ai-t XXXI of 1888 , of which IS at present confined to the limits or 
for tht? prevoution of poi- the jurisdiction only of the several Supreme 
Courts of Judicature, to a law for all India ^ to 
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eifable the Department to commit cases of the nature under enquiry for 
trial to the regular Courts^ with some hope of obtaining on conviction 
the extreme awards that law provides, — for by such awai*ds only may 
these offenders be restrained, and under operation of them the officers of 
the Department may reasonably place a greater reliance upon eliciting 
acceptable evidence from the accomplices they may admit to bo approv- 
ers, than they could upon the testimony of men who under operation of 
the ordinary Mofussil law should be sentenced only to some limited 
term of imprisonment ; — and with such a view, I venture to submit for 
• Pm?e8 107 to U6 E of Honor's perusal the pages of the accom- 
Seiectiona from the Uecords panyiug volume noted in the margin,* as per- 
of the Bombay Government haps furnishing matter altogether relevant to a 
new Teriw Branch, No. 1, consideration of the subject, although its scope 
should refer to another part of the country. 

8. Prom these documents it will appear to the Lieutenant-Governor 
that the crime as practised in other territories — and, 1 may say, gener- 
ally everywhere in India — ^answers to the description of it as narrated in 
the (i^es in the Benares Division which formed the accompaniments to 
your letter under reply, and they may perhaps serve to impress His 
Honor with a more pressing nectessiiy for the adoption of some more 
stringent measures if we would conscientiously endeavour to check what 
has aptly been pointed at in your letter m an opprobriim to our rule; 
for I cannot but lament the necessity the Department is so often under 
of having recourse to Non-Regulation Courts to which to commit its 
cases for trial, in which, although not in all (and here I allude to 
those Courts which altliough called non-regulation are still hampered 
with technicalities and with rules and regulations), not only is the evi- 


dence of accomplices and the proofs afforded by the documentary evi- 
dence it has been the practice in this Department to send up, generally 
admitted for the purposes of conviction, but in which, as in the Courts 
of Law in the Punjab and Oudh, cases of poisoning are viewed as cases 
of thuggee, and are tried accordingly under the operation of Act XXX 
of 1836 and its subsequent enactments — result not to be hoped for, it 
may be presumed from the printed pages I have submitted, from the 
ordinary process of the law in Regulation Courts, except the territorial 
scope of Act XXIX of 1850 should be enacted to apply, as 1 have advo- 
cated, to the whole of British India, 

9. 1 would also, with a view to adihitting at once of a full considcra- 

t 1. Captain Ohamherlain, Assistant General Superintendent, subject, 

at Lucknow, to the General Superintendent, No 33, dated Gtb place to tiie notice 
July 1860. of the Lieutenant- 

2. Major Evans, Officiating Commissioner, to the Deputy Governor 
Commissioner, Ooiiao (demi-official), dated 16th June 1860. uovernor lae uocu- 

8. Major Evans, to Captain Chamberlain (demi-official), Uients 1 nayc also 
dated I6tii June 1860. ventured to annex 

4. Major Hervey, General Superintendent, to Captain + «« 

Chamberlarn, Assistant General Superintendent, No. 624, dated ’ n 

14tb July 1860. op , question of 

6. Major Hervey, to iho Magistrate of Muttra, No. 658. making it penal to 

dated 26th July 1860. , « . , bc found in the POS- 

a Captain Chamberlain, Assistant General Superintendent, • 

to the S^rotaiy to Uie Govenioient of Oudh, No. 37, dated I4tb ®®®®10n Or aeiCteri- 
Juiyi860. drugs, as con- 

template by tile 
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Oovernmentof fioili* 
bay^ obtaining under 
the Government of 
the Punjab, viewed 
by the late lamented 
Mr. J. A* Craigie 
in his place of 
sion Judge for the 
Saugor andNerbud*^ 
da Territories, and 
as proposed by me 
for adoption in the 
Province of Oudh. 
It will be manifest 
to the Lieutenaiit- 
Oovemor that if 
such a law were 
passed^ the facUities 
for committing the 
crime under enquiry 


7. The Comniiiusioner and Supcrintendait of I<ucknow, to 
th« ScerelHry to the Chief Coiutnissioner of Oudb, No. 2027. 
dated 3rd July 1860. 

8. The I>i?puty CoTnmiflsioner of Oonao, to the Conmiis- 
aioner and Superintendent, No. 286^ dated 28th Jane 1860. 

9. Tho Secretary to the Chief Commissioiier, to the Com- 
missiotier and Superintendent, No. 1880, dated 7th July 1860. 

10. Major Hervey, General Superintendent, to Captain 
Chaml)erlain, No. 651, dated 21st Attest 1860. 

11. Major Herve^^, General Snperlntendent, to tho Magis- 
trate of Poona, No. 110, dated 2lHt June 1852. 

12. H. L. Anderson, Esq., Sccretaiy to the Government 
of Bombay, to Major Hervey, Assistant General Superintendeut 
at Belgaum, No. 1509, dated 2nd June 1858. 

13. Extract, paras. 8 to 10, of a Government Resolntion 
(Bombay) to the Uegister, Sadder Foujdarec Adawlut-, No. 1508, 
dated 2nd June 185k 

14. Major Hervey, General Siiperintendont, to J. A. Craigie, 

Esq., Session Jud^e. Saugor and Nerbiidda Territories. No. 

824, dated 26th A])ril 1860. 

15. Mr. Craigie, Session Judge, to Major Hervey, General 
Superintendent. No. 82, dated 2nd May 1660. 

16. Major Hervey, General Superintendent, to J. A. Craigie, 

Esq., Session Judge, No. 425, dated let October 1850. 

17. Mr. Cruigie. to Major Hervey, General Superintendent, 

No. 51, dated 5th October 1859. 
would be very much circumscribed, and a very powerful agency estab- 
lished towards its speedier suppressioa. A document which, as an 

accompaniment to one of the letters now sub- 
mittea, is also appended,^ may also suggest the 
adoption in the Provinces of the North-West of 
the precautionary measure it advocates, for the 
purpose in view, for the surveillance of the roads 

of traffic by the Police, 

10. I submit this report with the greatest deference, and I trust I 
shall not by it be deemed to have overstepped the bounds of my duty, or 
to have ne^lessly entered into a subject which in your letter under reply 
I had not been r^uested to report upon. I might have confined my 
reply to the enquiry conveyed, but it has been nay desire to present for 
consideration that the crime under notice had already engaged the serious 
attention of the Thuggee Department. With a sense of the difficulties 
that have hitherto presented themselves, and under a conviction of a 
necessity for the ^option of the promptest remedies for it« extinction, 
I hail the serious view of it that has been taken by tho Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, on which to build a hope that those remedies will no longer be 
delayed, and I have therefore eagerly embraced the opportunity your 
enquiry afforfed me, for bringing the whole subject under His Honor's 
further consideration. 


• Captain Hervoy, Assist- 
ant Gonersl buperinteudent 
At Bolgnum, to tbo Mngis- 
tiT.tQ of Poona, No. 110, 
dated 2lBt June 1850. 


Extract, pon^^pha 1, 4^ 6, and ^ of a letter from the Secretary to theGovenunentt^North- 
Wester^ mdnoea, to the General Snperintendaot,— No, 179A, datod 25th February 
1861. 

I am direeted to acknowledge the receipt ci your letter No. 751, 
dated 24th September last, and of its enclosures, regarding the 
measures which may in your opinion be most advantageously taken 
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for the suppression of the crime of robbeiy by the administration of 
poisonous or deleterious drugs^ whidi is becoming rife in these Provinces; 
and in adjacent territoiy* 

With respect to your proposal that the provisions of Act XXIX 
of 1 850 should be applicable to all India^ I am to point out to you that 
this Government seems hardly the proper channel through which to 
submit such a proposition. THbe Lieutenant-Governor believes that the 
crime of robbery by the administration of poisonous or deleterious drugs 
is not more rife in these Provinces than it is in the other parts of the 
Indian Empire which are not subject to his jurisdiction^ and it thci*efore 
occurs to His Honor that; if you are deliberately of opinion that it would 
be advisable to extend the provisions of the Act in the manner which 
you have now suggested; it would be well for you to submit the proposal 
foT^hd consideration and orders of the Government of India in that 
Department to which you are immediately subordinate. 

5. Your other proposal viz^, that it made a penal offence to be 
found in the jioasession of deleterious drugs, can only be carried out by 
special legislative enactment, and the Lieutenant-Governor would sug- 
gest that you refer this important question also at the same time for the 
consideration of His Excellency the Viceroy in Council. 

6. In conclusion, I am to express the Licutenant-Governor^s ac- 
knowledgments of the obliging readiness which you have displayed in at 
once coming forward to aid this Government with your advice and assist- 
ance in its endeavours to suppress the prevalence of these mysterious 
crimes. 


Circular from Major OhaRLSS Hbbtbt, to his Asmtsnts in the Thuggee Depart- 
ment, and to Caftaih WatsoN; on special duly at Benares, ^-^ted 23rd 
September 1861. 

• Paragraph 6 of G^v- I the honor to inform you that it has 
ernment letter No. 6343, been ruled by the Government of India that 
dated I6tb September 1861. ^he Approver System'^ shall not be followed 
in this Department in cases of poisomxtg.^ 

1 have therefore to request that in all such cases investigated by 
you which do not come within the meaning of Act 111 of 1848, you 
will not admit confessing parties to be approvers according to the sjrs- 
tem observed in this Deportment, but only to be Queen's evidence 
t ReguUtion X of 1829, acoordiog to ordinary m^isterial process, to 
Seetiona. the Regulation as to which you are rcferred,t 

and then only when absolutely necessary, and after reference to this 
o£B.ce when the reference can be made without detrim^t to the progress 
of the enquiry on hand. 

3. The statements of such persons should, however, be invariably 
taken down according to departmental custom,— 4hat is to say, iu 
the same manner and with the same precautions as the statemeuto oi 
approvers have hitherto been recorded 
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Front Ml JOB Charlbb IIebvbt, General Superintendent, to Sir GsoR 0B CotrpitR, 
13«rt., SwM’etary to the Government of the North-Western Provmcen,'-^No, 
852, dated 21st October 1861. 

With reference to the extract from my greneral report ae per 
r • To the Government mai^D,* OH the subject of the crime of poisoning, 
of inaia. Mo. 506, dated submitted for the information of the Lieutenant- 


17th July 1861, para- 
graph 56. 

X ■ t Paragraphs 4 and 5 
' I of 11 letter from the 8e- 
I cretary to Iho Qovern- 
iiient of India, in tho 
F o r*e i p n Department, 
No. 534.3, dated 10th 
^September 1861. 


Governor witii my letter under date 27th July 
1861, No. 596, 1 have now the honor to furnish 
an extract from the replyt I have received, com- 
municating that my propositions for the conver- 
sion of Act XXIX of lSt50 into a law for 
all India, and for the enactment of a law 
making it penal to be found in the possession of 
deleterious drugs, have not met with approval 


from the Government of India. 


2. The clause in the uew Penal Code to which I have been referred 


(828), the Lieutenant-Governor will perceive, limits the punishment of 
criminals of this class to iwprimiment Jot ten years only — my proposal 
having l)een that effectually to put down this now growing crinfe, the 
sentence should, on conviction, he transportation for life. 

8. His Kxcollency the Governor General in Council has also, it will 
he observed, objected to the “ Approver System being applied to cases 
of poisoning, — a decision which will necessarily very much impede the 
co-operation of this Department in the suppression of the crime^ My effort 
was to show that more reliable evidence was to be obtained from an 


accomplice who, according to the process obtaining in this Department 
in like cases, should alreiuly be a convicted criminal under an extreme 
sentence of the law, than from an accomplice who in conformity with 
ordinary magisterial procedure should have been admitted what is tech- 
nically called a Queen^s evidence only. The former, namely, approvers , — 
1 also showed, would, as conditionally pardoned persons in life-long cus- 
tody, be impotent for future mischief ; while the latter, by their free par- 
don and release, would he enabled at any time to revert to the crime. I 
would submit, for instance, that the accomplices who gave their evidence 
in the case of poisoning lately successfully worked out by Captain 
Watson at Benares, would, according to my proposal, have still remained 
in custody, hut who by their admission as Queen^s evidence only, will, on 
their consequent liberation, be able to renew their criminal associations, — 
the experience of this Department being that such persons generally 
acquire the opportunity, as they possess the inclination for doing so. 

4. I beg to submit a copy of the instructions on this subject as per 
J Circular to Mnjor Dickson, Captain Cbam- margin,t .issucd by mc^ tO the 
lierlain, and Captain Watson, No. 749, dated officers employed on this duty 
23rd September 1861. Ju North- Western Pro- 


vinces, consequent on the above restrictions from the Government of India. 


Extract, paragraphs 7 and 22, of a letter from Major Charles Hbbvst, Geoeral 
Supciiuteudcnt, to Colonel Durand, C.B., Secretary to the Government of 
Inma, Foreign Department, — No. 640, dated Slat July 1862. 

7 * * * * The crime of poisoning prevails (I believe through- 

out India) without sensible diminution, but owing to the recent orders 

t Printed at pages 28 to 38. 
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of GoTMBment *ot to Apply tho agproter ^tiem in mdi oasAAf tiltio 
Department has not been able to take np any veiy effeotnal proceeding^ 
in its suppression, it being mainly upon the evU 
tended* o/apprwm tpera^ are eondni^S. 

the Governmetitp North- In cases of a professional nature^ however^ that 
Western Provinces, No. may be classed under Thuggee " as defined in 
October section 810 of the Penal Code, my instructions 
to Assistants are to admit approvers, and 1 sub- 
mit a letter on the subject addressed by me to the Government, North- 
Western Provinces.* 

23. * * * * The action of the De^mrtment, as in the year 
under report, is, as a general measure, for former ofEences only. In new 
cases of a professional nature, approvere kave first (o be procured, their 
accomplices registered under general numbers, and other usual and 
necessary precautions observed ; and it therefore often happens that 
some time elapses before the criminals are brought to trial : hence why 
fresh cases cannot always be at once determined upon. Experience will 
genen^lly indicate by what particular class a crime has been committed, 
but time is necessary for its fuller development. 


From Majob Chables Hebvbt, General Superintendent, to Caftaih J. T. Watsok, 
District Superintendent of Police, on special duty at Benares,— No. 743, dated 
20th September 1861. 


t No. 959A, dated 7tb 
September 1861. 


I have been informed by the Secretary to Government, North- 
Western Provinces, t that you have been speci- 
ally charged with the investigations into cases 
of robbery by means of poisons, and have been 
directed, as recommended by the Inspector -General of Police, North- 
Western Provinces, to consider yourself under my directions and guidanco 
as the Head of the Department for the suppression of that crime. 

2. Copies of letters as per margin^ have been forwarded to me with 

the communication, from which 

t 1. The Inspector-General of Police, North- - 
Western Provinces, to the Secretary to Govern- 
meat, North-Western Provinces, No. 201A., 
dated 22tid Angngt 1861. 

2. Captain Watson, District Soperintendent 
of Police, Benares, to the Inspector-General of 
Police, North-Western Province^ No. 98, dated 
6th Aufirust 1861. 

8. Ditto ditto, to ditto ditto. No. 100, dated 
6th August 1861. 

4. The Secretary to Government, North- 
Westoru Provinces*, to the Inspector-General of 
Police, North-Western Provinces, No. 957A.. 
dated 7tb September 1861. 


I learn that you have obtained 
information of a gang of poi- 
.soners, consisting of both sexes, 
for whose detection and pun- 
ishment you have been deputed 
as above. Of this discovery I 
had already been apprised by 
receiving from the Commis- 
sioner of the Saugor and Ner- 
budda Territories 


copy' of 

your letter to his address. No. 
101, dated 9th August 1861, in which yon had requested him to 
obtain information of some of the parties named in the documents 
received as above from Government. ^ ^ 

S. Your discovery is an important one, and 1 shall be glad to 
hear from you of the result of your references to the authorities of 


H 
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* itnnco Lalleo, Bondelouad, &c., in regard to thofle peKB(«i8 who 

Zalim Sing, and Bebwee. have been stated by your infMmanln to be tbe 

ebief actors in the confederate.* 
#***•»* 

5. The offer of a frtt pardon to the wcunan Bossia, as sanctioned 
by the Government North-Western Provinces, in the 4th paragraph of 
the Secretary's letter to Mr. Court, you will perceive to bo oomoviat eon~ 
trarp to our praetiee. A prospect of eventnal release generally leads the 
party to give only partial evidence, and the remission idte unexpired 
portion of a period of imprisonment so limited as 18 months only may 
lead the woman, I am afraid, to consider the boon incommensurate with 

the information she is able to impart.t I should 
w.tdrd1i;;SSKr“ prefer^ pitting her upon her t^ for her 

trastworthy.— C. H. admissions to you (after they should have been 

autheutioatod), the full pen^ty (death or trans- 
portation for life) beings awarded on her conviction^ and a conditional 
pardon then promised her^ on her divulging to you every portion o$ her 
criminal career. But the orders of the Government must in iihis case 
be strictly acted up to. In the case of other revelations, it will be neces- 
sary for you to act otherwise. Criminals of such a class, moreover, when 
released, generally revert to their former evil practices, and it will be in- 
cumbent upon us to avert such a contingency in the ease of other persons 
whom it may be necessary to admit as approvers. 

6. It will also be necessary to take down the confessions of such 
persons in a uniform manner; for, upon the care taken in recording 
such documents, very much rests the value of the evidence they impart 
in connection with that recorded by other accomplices, whether before 
yourself or in the Courts of the officers co-operating with you ; and with 
such a view you will be furnished, as soon as prepared, for your guidance, 

with a copy of a confession lately made to myself 
t Lutchmun DaBB, By- by a criminal of tbe same class as that against 
which you are now engaged.]: 

7. As the information imparted to you by the woman ** Simorkee 
(as written in the papers received from you, but stated to be Simertee in 
those received from Captain Chamberlain) would seem to be of importance 
as being confirmatory in some degree of the revelations of Brij Bussia, 
it will perhaps be advisable to admit her also as an approver, and you 
should thereiore take down her confessions according to the above form. 

8. Every act of crime spoken to by a confessing party should at once 
be referred to the local authority where it is stated to have occurred, for 
verification, and which I have no doubt you have already done in respect 
to those that have already been admitted to yourself, for it will be of the 
utmost importance to the suooess of your enquiries. The coufessioBj your 
references, the answers you receive, and every paper opnnected with each 
casd, should bo record^, as shown in the annezures, in a sepanite misauL 
Registers should also kept by you of every ascertained instance of 
crime ; and of tlie name of every accomplice draounced in the several 
confessions, with forms of which you will be furnished. The names of 
places and of mdividiu(|6 should be written and spdt^ whether in your 
registers or in your communkalions and references, in a legible manner 
and cmdfy aa originallji recorded^ A deviation from such a course 
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involves a great deal inoonveiuence, and sometiines great ooitfosion. 
^iug au£<^tieB are also sometimes inclined to throw discr^t upon 
testimony in which sneh dtseteittnoies exist ; and I bring this to-yOur 
notice thus eiurly, because the names of the persons and places mentioned 
in tiie documents forwarded to n^eifr^ TOursdf^ differ more or less with 
those written in the same papers received bom Government and from 
Captain Chamberlain. 


Exiraot, pangraphs 2> 8, 6, 7, 8, 8, and 10, of a denu-oSoial letter firain Kama 

HsBvxr, General Sup^tendant^ to CAiraiM Watson,— dated 87th Septonbor 

1861. 

« « » * « « 

2. If the woman Simorkee’s Statements stand the tests of autben* 
ticity you will put them to, it would, as yon suggest, be advisable to 
promise her a paraon ; and you should, in holding out such a pardon to 
her, let her understand that it must contingent upon such a result— 
tBat i^dependmit upon her stories being verified. 

3. If you find that she belongs to an isolated gang, then, as directed 
in my last official (circular No. 757), yon must admit her as Queen's 
evidence only, the result of which will be that, after she has fulfilled her 
part of the compMt, she will be liberated, which, as I remarked in my 
official No. 743, is contrary to the practice of the Thuggee Departuent ; but 
it cannot be helped, Government have so ruled it, and their orders must 
be attended to, damaging aHhongh in my own (prehension they will 6e, to 
any ErrscTUAii blow against the crime. 

4. But if, <m the other hand, yon find she belongs to a regular 
organised gang habitually concerned or associated with any other for the 
fuirpose of committing robbery by means intended by its members, or 
known by them, to be likely to cause death,— that is to say, if she and her 
associates in crime may be broi^ht under the meaning of Act III of 
1K48, and of the Acts of which that Act is a continuation, then, as 
implied in my drcalar letter above adverted to, you will have it in your 
power to offer her aco»rA7}o«a/pardbs,— thati8,to offer to admit her as an 
approver on her consenting to be tried upon her eoifessions under that Act, 
the punishment awarded to her on conviction, w wtevmr its extent, being 
held in abeyance as long as she abides by her own engagements to be 
faithful and true in all that she says and does,— the whole process of 
which you will find detailed in the printed correspondence furnished to 
you with my letter No. 743. 

5. It might help you in your investigations of this orime to read 
the papers from pages 107 to 145 in a compilation of mine styled "Selec- 
tions from the BiMoids of the Bombay Government in the l^olico 
Branch — ^No. 1, new series — Bombay, 1869,” a ct^y of which you will 
find in the lp<^ Magistrate's ofiioe, for the volume was circulated. 

7. From those papers you will perceive that this system of empoi- 
sonment is pretty nearly similar everywhere ; a|>d the difficulty of detec- 
tion and convictiim, gieetpt from Ike evidenee (f aeeepUeet, to be also the 
same every where. 
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8. T will send for your further iuformaiiou what has subsequently 

been written on the 
same subject^ that you 
may altogether under- 
stand as much about 
the crimei the difficul- 
ties to be encountered 
as we ourselves know^ and so be able to see your 


letter to tlie Oovernmeut, North-Western ProvinceSi 
No. 751, diiteO 24tli September 1860. 

The reply to it, No. 179 A„ dnted 25th February 1861. 

Kx tract, parogmph 56, from uiy letter to the Government 
of Indiu, No. 566, dated 17th «fnly 1861. 


in its suppression^ Scc.^ 
way clearly. 

9. The last document in the series quoted in the margin above has 
lately been replied to by the Government of India^ declining to sanction 
the Approver system ; hence my recent circular letter already referred to, 
No. 757. Government also stated that my proposal for the conversion 
of Act XXIX of i860 to an Act for all India was met by clause 3"28 of 
the new Penal Code, and that my proposition to make it penal to be 
found in the possession of poisons except when licensed, could not be 
assented to. 

10. I am in hopes that Government will yet see the expediejicy of 
altering its decision on these impoilant points; but meanwhile it will 
be our duty to do the best we can upon the laws already in existence. 


Extract, paragraphs 26, 27, and 28, of a letter from Captain (now Lieutenant-Colo- 
jfEti) T. II. Chambehi.ain, Assistant General Superintendent at Lucknow, to 
Majob Hebvev, General Superintendent, — No. 71 B., dated lith March 1862. 

26. Of all crimes, I know of none where the agency is so subtle 
as poisoning ; but however successful one may bo in arriving at clues, 
there is no doubt that short punishments on convictions are not likely to 
put a stop to this horrible mode of obtaining a livelihood. The Penal Code 
has many sections which affect this crime, but I think the 326th and 
394th should alone be used to extirpate it. 

27. Any prisoner committed under section 328 will know that the 
power of the law can only affect his liberty for ten years. Similarly so the 
3S2nd section ; and where there are such natural facilities for commit- 
ting crime with giH3ater cliances against discovery than of discovery, — 
with mineral poisons purchasable in the bazars and with vegetable ))oi- 
BODs procurable at their own seasons at little personal labour, — I think it 
is subject of very grave reflection whether every case of poisoning for 
the sa[ke of theft, and done in public places and highroads, should not be 
made over to the Sessions Courts as a sine qud non on those sections only 
which will on proof result in the serverest terms the law can dictate. 

28. It is not for me to say aught which can be antagonistic to the 
will or opinion of the Supreme Gt>vemment. You have yourself very 
strongly urged the matter on the attention of the Government of India, 
who s^er mature deliberation have desired that the Approver System 
shall not extend to poisoners. To meet the means of securing punish- 
ment which the Approver System met, by proof of profession, but which 
its non-extension might preclude, I have ventui*cd to suggest the above 
ourse in the preceding paragraph. 
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£xiraoi, para^apfis 1 and 2, of a letter from Majoa Hrbvbt, General SaMrintendeiit, 
to Sib Gbobob Coupbb, Bart., C.B., Secretary to the Guverumeut of the North* 
Western Provinoes» — No. 656. dated 6th August 1862. 

With reference to the notification of Oovemment, No. 177, nnder 
date 25th February 1861, directing Magistmtes to refer all poisoning 
cases in the North-Western Provinoes to Major Chamberlain, Assistant 
General Superintendent at Lucknow, whose services in supervising them 
I bad tendered to the Lieutenant-Governor, I have the honor to submit 
an original report* and its accompanying state- 
WLarch^ises^ * meat received from that officer, detailing his pro- 

ceedings in that duty up to tlie close of the past 
year ; and in doing so I would, with respect to paragraph 28 of Captain 
Chamberlain^s report, solicit a reference to my letter -to your address, 
No. 852, bearing date 2l8t October 1861, in which I stated that under 
the instructions subsequently received from the Government of India iiot 
to apply the Approver Sy^m to cases of poisoning, this Department 
would be unable to render any very effectual co-operatim in the mppreemn 
Sf iha^ crime^ 

No pains, however, have been spared by Major Chamberlain in the 
duty, and the measure of referring the action in each case to his sugges- 
tions'has had at least the salutary effect of keeping up a general intiilU- 
gence among Magistrates and Police Officers in respect to the crime, which 
has perhaps in some degree tended to check its more frequent commission^ 
although more should not have been done in the conviction and the 
punishment of the perpetrators. * * * 


Extract, paragraph 6, from a letter fromSxB Gbobob Coupbb, Bart.,C.B., Secretary to 
the Government, North- Weetem ProvinooB, to the General Superintendent, — No. 
780A., dated 28ih October 1862. 

6. With regard to the 26th and 27th paragraphs of Major Chamher- 
lain^s communication, I am to observe that, in the opinion of His Honour, 
as the law at present stands, offences of this description can only be dealt 
with under section 32S of the Code \ but it is to be hoped that tho 
Supreme Government will receive his representations on the subject 
favourably, and pass an Act for the more stringent punishment of this 
description of crime* 


Extract, paragraphs 4 and 5, of a demi-official letter from Mb. Rrtly, on special duty, 
to CoxoNBL Hbbvbt,— ^ated 22nd April 1865. 

4. It is well known that without an approver it is idle to expect to dis^ 
cover any gangs of thugs or poisoners^ Since my arrival at Patna I have 
endeavoured to obtain a confession as some kind of guide in prosecuting my 
enquiries, especially as Major Patterson reports that the recent cases are 
the work of regular gangs. 

6* I learnt that there were some prisoners in the Jail at l^tna who 
had been convicted as poisoners by tne late Dacoitee Commissioner, Mr. 
Vincent. With the permission of the Magistrate I saw these men, and 
after several visits, a prisoner named Luchmun, who is under sentence of 
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ten yeara' imprisonment for this crime, gave me inforioation ivhich 
appeared valoable and true. 1 have had his deporarion recorded by the 
Ma^trate, and the prisoner has been made over to nte, to test the truth 
of his statements, and to trace the men bdonging to his gang, who it 
appears are still at work in them districts. I slmll Ireep yon inforined of 
this attempt to secure the services of an aj^rover. 


Extract, pMsgrapbn 2 and 8, of a letter from CoiORBt Cbabuis Hbbtbt, General 
Superintendent, Thuggee and Daooitee Deparlauent, to Ha. BatiT, on epeoial 
duty, — No. 400, dated 86di April 1866. 

2. 1 think you have made a vei^ fair and an intdligeot commencement 
in the enquiries into the recent poisoning cases upon which you have been 
deputed. 

3. Pray follow up the information given you by the convict Luch- 
mun. It will lead to a deal more. But feel yourself assured of its 
general correctnem by references to local authorities on all points of it 
which .are susceptible of corroboration. 


Extract, paragraphs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 10, of a demi-official letter from CotoNBL 
CHiLBi,iw Hbbvkv to Mb. Bxilt, — dated 20th May 1866. 

Your proceedings as communicated in yours of the 15th instant 
(just received) are very satis&ctoiy. Pray proceed in the same vigorous 
aud intdligent manner, and you may rely on success. 

2. What you have as yet elicited is delightful. Do not be abashed 
at your having only Police powers as yet. I know from experience the 
great difficulty you have to surmount, in such a position, and I shall, I 
hope,_be easily able to have you vested with joint magisterial powers in 
due time. First let us feel assured of your success in the cases you have 
unravelled, and of the result of the first one or two cases committed for 
trial. It would then be for me to show cause for the desired alteration 
in your powers. 

3. I would endeavour to get the Munghyr Ma^strate (whose practi- 
cal view of the business is very much tom appreciated) to commit the 
culprits as thvge under Sectioru 310 and 311 oj^ the Penal Code, by which 
a more sufficient punishment is obtainable on conviction than if the case 
is treated as an isolated instance of crime only under Section 328. The 
confessions of Zalim and of his two servants Jebur and Nathoo would 
amply, I should sup^e, go to prove that thqr and their accomplices are 
thnge as interpreted in the old law (Act III of 1848) which has been 
absorbed into the sections on the subject in the new Code. 

4. But before any cases are committed on the evidence of accomplices, 
it woniU he neeeteatyfor fan to commit the aeampUeet themeehes on their 
own eonfeemne, for J[ have no desire that any d them rixould be a&nitted 
as “ Qpeen’eevidekee*\m&tdy, and so be set free and thus revert to the 
crime. 

6. It is proper in order to make such tmstworthjr as approvers, 
and to show them the penidty of ^vin^ por^ evidence only, that a 
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sentence of death or transportation for life be awarded ihm in the fret 
insfanee, exemption from whicb Imng held in abeyance pending ^eir 
faithful services^ 

6. I send you a copy of the conditional pardon which you may grant 
to an approver^ bnt it should be formally given through an officer with 
magistenal powers. 

n n n n ^ n 

10. I shall always be glad to hear from you. The great chance of 
success Hes m your cordiality arith the local Magistrates* Show them 
that you assume no powers^ and that your hopes of accomplishing a very 
great and important duty rest on the view they take of the matter^ and 
you may be sure of getting them to be the most amenable to your re- 
presentations. 


From CoioifaL fisavEY, to Mb. KxiDtY^— No. 459, datod 90tL May 1865. 

i beg to furnish you with a copy of the conditional pardon under 
which^you are able, through and with the intervention of any Magis- 
trate, to admit a thug poisoner to be an approver. 

2. On any man desiring to become an approver, you should have 
him to record a full narrative of the whole of his criminal career, in which 
are detailed the dates (as near as possible) and the cireumstances of each 
act of crime, and a full list of his accomplices in each. He should he 
kepi in strict separate confinement while recording this narrative* 

3. When by the references you would make to local authorities in 
confirmation of the incidents detailed by him, you are satisfied with his 
trustworthiness, you should then commit hun for trial, under Sections 
310 and 811 of the Indian Penal Code, on his own admissions, supported 
with proofs of the actual occurrence of some of the crimes he has confessed 
to ; and he should then plead guilty and put m the certificate which has 
been given to him as above. If he should not plead guilty, he must 
stand the consequences, the certificate becoming in such a ease null and 
void. But if he abides by his engagements to serve as an approver, and 
to go through the above ordeal of trial, the execution of the sentence which 
shall be passed upon him on conviction will then, as guaranteed in the 
said certificate^ be held in abeyance while he continues to act with good 
faith. 

4. The man will thus be always in custody as an approver, and the 
best means will have been adopted for eliciting safe evi^nce from him 
against hie accomplices. 


From Colonel Hbevxt to Mr. Bsilv,— No. 474, dated 2eth May 1865. 

I am glad to learn by your letter under date 2ist instant of your 
further success in the enquiries upon which you*are specially employed. 

2. Pray do not think of handiiig over any c^the cases yet awhile to 
the local Superintendent of Pdlioe. The enquiry is far too important 
and the ramifications df the crime too extensive and diffuse, for the duty 
to be transferred, in its present stage, to officers having limit^ areas 
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of action only. We must carry on the research with vigour^ and bring it 
to a termination only when we are .satisfied that we have brought the 
most of the culprits concerned to justice. 

8. I am sorry to learn you have admitted Zalim^ or any one, as 
'^Queen^s evidence'^ only. My late letter on the subject, No. 469, 
dated 20th instant, could not have yet reached you when you did so. 
Let me beg you not to do so again without reference to me. SncA men 
only revert to the crime; and they give besides, but partial evidence, 
accuainy only those they do not care for, and acteenvng their friends. 


Extract from a demi-official letter from Mb. Rbilt to Colons l Hbbvsy, — dated 25th 

May 1865. 

The Magistrates now object to making approvers ^ and say the Procedure 
Code will only allow Queen^s witnesses. They quote Section 203 of Act 
XXY of 1861 as rendering the offer of a conditional pardon and certi- 
ficate as illegal. When I was Dacoitec Commissioner at Hooghly in 1862, 
it was under this section that the Judge refused to allow approvers in 
cases which occurred after the passing of the Penal Code. I sh&^llj how- 
ever, do all I can to cany out your instructions. 


Demi-official letter from Mfi. Rbilt to Colonel Hebvby, — dated 25tb May 1865. 

With reference to your letter No. 459, dated the 20tli instant, I 
beg to state that the Magistrate of Monghyr gave a free pardon to Zalim 
under Section 209 of Act XXV of 1861, and he is now available as a 
witness for the Queen against his gang. 

2. The Magistrates now object to any conditional pardon being offered to 
a prisoner j as contrary to Section 803 of the Act, and - in fact this section 
virtually puts a stop to any approvers being made in any case. A confess- 
ing prisoner can only be examined as a witness. No prisoner will con- 
fess unless offered a pardon, and the offer of a pardon before conviction, 
save under Section 209, is now illegal under Section 203. 


Extract from a demi-official letter from Mb. Reily to Colonel He bvey, — dated 30th 

May 1865. 

* * * * It is very difficult getting the men who have been 
drugged. They are birds of passage and it is difficult to trace them« 
Inde^, the correspondence I have had with District Superintendents and 
Magistrates in trying to find these men, and also men connected with 
other cases, has been very harassing. Soodin and Beharee belong to this 
gang, and I ^ve arrest^ four others, and have warrants out against 
about eight mom. My great object is to try and break up this gang, 
for its ramifications embrace dacoiis, robbers^ and all kinds qf criminals^ 

appear readily to start on any expedition that 
* paragraph «6 of promises good loot.^ It is out of this gang that 
if IndiS 0“ oi-two go out every now and then on i^lar 
No. 666. dkted 17th July poisoning expeditions.' If 1 am to go on, I must 
1861. have more power than simple Police powers. 
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Extraei, paragraphs 1 and 2, of a letter from Mr. Rsilt to CoioNSL HRBWY,-^ated 

doth May 1866. 

With reference to your letter No. 47 4^ dated the 26th iostantj I 
beg to say that the Majo^strate of Monghyr offered a free pardon to 
Zalim, and made him a witness for the Crown. This was done daring 
my absence while engaged in testing the truth of Lutchmun^s confessions. 
1 am sure Zalim has concealed a number of caseS;, and has not made a full 
confession^ but it is too late to remedy the mistake ; at least nothing can 
be done at present. After the case is over, if we can prove that Zalim has 
been engaged in any case which he has omitted in his statement, we may 
proceed against him hereafter. 

2. I have already informed you of the difficulty entertained by 
Magistrates in making approvers, as opposed to Section *206 of Act XXV 
of 1861. 


Extract, mragraph 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, of a letter from Colon bl Hbbvxt to Mb. Eeilt,— 
No. 545, dated 10th June 1866. 

8. My wish for this document is in reference to your request for 
magisterial powers, and to the disinclination of the Magistrates to admit 
approvers on a conditional pardon. 

4. Whatever the interpret-ation given by the Magistmte to Section 
203 of the Criminal Procedure C^e, upon which in your letters dated 
25th and SUth May 1865 you inform me he bases that objection, it 
would appear to me that he has not sufficiently considered the provisions 
supplied by Section 54 of that Code, and by Act XIX of 1837. 

6. No greater inducement to give evidence is held out to an accom- 
plice by the promise of a conditional pardon authorised by the latter 
section (54), than by that of a free pardon for such evidence sanctioned 
by Sections 209 and 210. 

6. If a criminal shall of his own accord confess as ruled in the latter 

part of Section 2U3, and he be tried and convicted, bis evidence against 
his accomplices ie admmible under Jet XJX of The conditional 

pardon held out to him is for his evidence^ aud not for any services per- 
formedy nor for confessing, but a compact for something yet to be per^ 
formed. 

7. Tho " influence forbidden by Section 203 refers to influence 

promise Of threat) which shall induce disclosure or the contrary of 

what an accused person knows. But the knowledge of the punishments 
provided by the law is often of itself a sufficient threat to induce a person 
to such acts of disclosure or otherwise. If, therefore, an accused person 
should, under the influence of a terror of the laws, disclose his knowledge 
of an act of crime, his being influenced on the other hand to do so by his 
knowledge of the leniency of those laws, and particularly of the favourable 
provision promised by Section 54 of the Criminal Procedure Code (a 
widely proclaimed law), oaunot be taken to be an tmpreper influence, 
an 3 r more than the much more questionable influence'^ {a promise) by 
which he should be induced to do so (if questionable at all where Justice 
is the main issue), which is sanctioned by Sections 209 and 210. 
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Extract from a letter from Ha. RaitiT to CoioiraL UtaTn.— 4ated 14th June 1965. 

« « « « regular Police do not understand this qrstem of 
working information out of a culprit, and that is the reason why they 
BO seldom succeed in breaking up a gang. H it iie SaeoiUe ani Thuggee 
School that leaehet offieert how to tirih of gauge. 


Extract, paras. 2, 3, and 4, of a letter from Cotoan Hbbtst to Ha. BatlT,— 
No. 674, dated 19th June 1886. 

S. What was the action of the local Magistrate in reference to the 
Head Constable from whose custody Seodeen had previously escaped by 
bribing him ? 

3. The deaths of the two Knhars poisoned by Seodeen at Punaghnr 
were reported by the Police to have proceeded from cholera. This is a 
very common coarse, but yon should ascertain from Seodeen tho poison 
which he actually administered on that occasion. A few drops of tho juice 
of the cTotm plant produce all tlie symptoms of cholera, and death is gene- 
rally the result. It this was used, the Police wore not so mifclr to be ^ 
blamed; but if dhatoora was the poison, the report may have been 
wilful from their failure to detect the culprit. 

4. Your proceedings as detailed in your letter seem to have been 
excellent, and you should persevere. Difficulties are usual in such special 
investigations, but you will not be deterred by them. 


Extract from a letter from Mb. Rxinv to Coxonbi. Hkbvbt,— dated 24th June 1866. 

» « » * jf ^ (jan now trace the records and discover the suf- 
ferers, this would be a very good case. 1 have applied to the authorities 
at Bancoorah for the papers. In fact the great difficulty in my proceed- 
ings has been the absence of tho men who have been drugged — ^thero is 
no finding them. 


Extract, paragraph 307, from the Police Administration Report, North-Western Prov- 
inces, for 1866,— dated 1st June 1867. 

307. Major Tyrwhitt strongly urges that the territorial scope of Act 
XXIX of 1350 be extended to all India, instead of being restricted to 
the limits of the presidency towns, and that the Deputy Inspector- 
Oeneral, to whom the duty ox investigating this special crime is assigned, 
should ^ invested with the powers of a Magistrate for the purposes of 
detection, apprdaension, and particularly the detention, of offenders 
charged under Section 328, and for having the drag dhatoora on their 
person or in their houses. On this subject I cannot do better than refer 
Government to the very exhaustive summary of the laws now in force 
for the Bimprestion of ihuggee by means of poison, given by Lieutenant- 
Colonel Herv^, b.B., General Sapermtendent, in ms narrative f^o. 99, 
dated 2lBt Apm 1866. The gl^ faralily with whkh this crime is com- 
mitted, the difficulties of detection, and we great existing tm>den<y to 
increase of the crime, as exhibited during the psst year, aU poitU to the 
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ur^i necessily for more etnngeut la0i, ond greater vig^t in tMr nppU^ 
cation. I eamestiy advocate the extaision of Act XXIX of 1860 te the 
whole of India; and woald reoomixiend that the Defaity Inepector- 
Genetel in charge of the aupmntendence of this Department be invested 
with Magistrate’s powers under Section 6^ Act V of 1861« 


Extract, paragraphs 21« and 23, from Majob Ttbwhitt*8 Report on Special Crime 
in the North-Western Provinces,— *dated 90th March 1867. 

21. And first I would call attention to Colonel Hervey’s suggestions 

in paragraph 199^ 

* ** Section 828, however, meets the entire esae^ except <a the page 04j of < his 
degree qfpuniahment ; for by it, whoever edminUters to any per- report.^ ' 1 quite 
son ang poiaon or stupefying, iutoxieating, or niiwholesomc drug, ' *• 1i 1 ^ 

Witli iuteot to cause hurt, or with intent to facilitate the com- in all Jie says, 

mission of an offence (e. robbery) or knowing it to be likely and strongly UrgO 
thereby to cause him injury, muy 'be punished with imprison- t»hat the territorial 
n.ent foi teu year. IX 

of 1850 exlended to all India, instead of being Festricted to tbo 
limits of the presidency towns, Cdcutta, Madras, and Bombay, for the 
following reasons 

l«i!. — This crime is on the increase. 

can be committed by any one cognizant of the properties 
of the dkatoora plant, which plant is procarable from every garden and 
hedgerow in the country. 

— The facility with which it is committed, and the difficulty 
with which it is detected owing to the partaker becoming insensible from 
its effects, in many cases for several hours, and seldom being able to 
give any information until such time has elapsed as has enabled the 
dkatoora thug to make his escape. 

4^d.— That it is a most diabolical crime ; that it is invariably adminis- 
tered under the garb of f ricnship ; and that the poverty of the traveller 
avails him nothing against the cupidity of the poisoner,— indeed, it often 
appears to me that the drug is administered with no other motive than 
that of tigerUk delight in cruelty, or by way of practice, os the poorest 
of the poor (in fact, almost b^gars) ^ve been dragged and have per- 
ished from its effects. ' 

22. It has in these Provinces entirely taken tke place of tknggee by 
etrangulation, and daring a cholera epidemic we know not how many are 
killed by it. 

23. Just XXIX of 1850 gives tran^ortation/or life, while Section 328 
of the Indian Penal Code gives only ten yewrif transportation as prmsk- 
ment; for these reasdns I wotdd urge the extension of the former Act. 


Estnet) 'pan^cnwbs 84, 86, 86, 87, 88, 89, 41, and 48, from a from CanAiir 
DjumST, Inqieetar-Oenend Poliee, totbe Inspeotc^donoral of Police, 

Noitti'Wwtnm Prorinom,— doted 88th March 1868. 

34. Utilisation of Appnvers in Poisoning and Jkteoiiee ChM*,— It is 
impossible to dose our eyes to the fact that the crime of robbery by the 
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adroinistraf ion of poi.sonoiis drugs is^ if not on the increase^ certaiiiljr 
not muoli diminishing. Each successive year leaves a balance of nude- 
tected cases to add to tlie already considemble list on the files of this 
office. 

35. The annual etatemenie of other Governmenfe show that it is not in 
the North-Western Provinces alone that thie evil exists. As a rule, Magis- 
trates and Superintendents take energetic and intelligent action in cases 
occurring in their districts ; the means of detection at their disposal are 
fully m^e use of ; the directions of the Inspector-General on this head 
are most clear and minute, but something mote would appear to he requisite 
before we can carry out the ^irii of these orders with efficiency and 
success. 

36. If we seek for the causes of the difficulty of repression of this 
particular crime, we will find them in — 

l#f5. — The inability of a local Police, however efficient, to deal with 
crimes of this nature, without a specially organised agency. 

-The diminution of the degree of punishment inflicie<i on the 
offender. On the latter j>oint it would apfjear that with such au import- 
ant object in view, no hesitalion should be shrmn in adtpling the 
severest meamres. The professional poisoner should be looked iij>on as a 
wild beast, whom it would l>e dangerous again to let loose on society 
after a short term of imprisonment. His jmnishment should be so com- 
plete as to deter others from following in his footsteps, while it w(»nld 
put it out of his power again to resume his fiendish trade, and sacrifice 
now victims to liis lust for plunder. 

37. It would immeasurably strengthen our hands if the Government 

saw fit to extend the provisions of Act XXIX 
• para, 56 of Colonel of 1850 to the whole of this presidency, 
Hcrvfy’fi letter to the Score, instead of merely to the presidency towns. 

I.-of “ M'- i.. p.-»g»,,l. 307 of 

July 186L his annual report for last year, advocates 

this view, which is also urged by Colonel 

Hervey.* 

3S, It is, however, to the inability of a local Folice to cope with pro- 
fessional poisoning that we must attribute the main source of evil. 

39. We cannot now avoid dealing with many eases as isolated 
offences ; we have not the means of discovering their connection one with 
the other ; we feel that they are merely parts of a network of crime, but 
we cannot trace the links. On the arrest of a criminal, every effort is 
made to obtain from him information which may be valuable for the 
past and be useful for the future ; but ike man has no inducement to 
speak, no hope of pardon or of suspension of sentence is held out to him. 
Nor is it in one or two examinations that the story of a life can be told. 
Several officers have been engaged for months in constant and patient 
investigation in order to trace the history and affiliations of one party 
alone — that of the Kaieth and Brahmin of Boolundshuhur. We now 
know too little vof all this organisation. Special reports are sent in 
detailing the crime and describing the criminal, as far as the com- 
plainant remembers, but such descriptions are necessarily so imperfeat 
and inexact as to be comparatively useless. The complainant has met 
his future poisoner, and accompanied him some short distance ; bat 
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no peculiar interest attaches then to fais companion^ who is in his ^es 
merely a traveller journeying on tie same road as himself^ # # # * 
* * It * * 

41. Tlie more efforts we make to connect poisoning cases one with 
the other^ and to work the crime simultaneously all over these Provinces, 
tie more we must be convinced Hat we iave ridiculously few and insufficient 
data to goitpon, and that we know hut littte about this intricate organisation. 

42. All that I have said above about poisoning applies with nearly 
equiU force to the other classes of crime which were dealt with by the 

Department. Since the abolition of this Dejpartment, we have 
hd the mass of valuable information which was gleaned from the statmenie 
of approvers from all parts of India, It is imperative that something 
should be done to supply this loss ; and by utilising the material we 
have at our disposal, we can do so without involving Government in 
any additional expanse. * * * * 


Extract, paragraph 359, fiom the Police Administiation Report, North- Wi'steru 
* Provinces, for 1868. 

359. There have been 35 cases of professional poisoning against 37 
in 1867 and 44 in 1866. Not that I for a moment believe that this 
crime is at all diminishing. On the contrary, it is clearly not only 
increasing, but spreading over the whole of hidia, and I consider that no 
subject mare seriously calls for the immediate atientim of the British 
Government, As 1 have repeatedly pointed out, I have no hesitation in 
asserting the present law docs not suffice for the suppression of this 
crime. Every person convicted of being a professional poisoner should, 
if he is not hanged, le imprisoned for life in transportation. There can 
he no pity, no sympathy, for offenders who will deliberately go about 
and, without the slightest remorse, risk the lives of their fellow-creatures 
by mixing })oiBon with their food for no other object than that of rob- 
bing their victims of a few rupees. To give 5 or 7 years' imprisonment 
in such cases is simply, at the expiration of the term of imprison- 
ment, to set loose the offender to begin again his old trade with renewed vigour 
mul matured experience. We have an instance of this in the old woman 
rcarrested last year on the Jounpoor road in the Allahabad District. A 
professional poisoner, like a thng^ never reforms. He will be a poisoner 
to the end of his life, and he should be simply removed from the face of 
the earth. I have, however, so often expatiated on' this subject, that it 
is needless to say more now. 


From OoLONBL 0 ha.blb8 Hbbvbt, Oenaral Saperintendent of Operations for the 
Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, to 0. U. Aitchisov, Esq., ^cre- 

tary to the Govemuient of India, Foreign Department, with G. G. No. 746, dated 
Simla, 24th October 1871. 

In my despatch as per margin I had occasion, in reference to the 

No. 794. dated I6th Sep. ^ 

t«mbc^,1868,par«gr«phJ84. ptocecdings of ibiB Depariment against a 

gang of poisoners whose general praetico was to 
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select cuH-^flriver^ for tbeir viotkafl^ whose carts and bullocks tliey sold, 
after which they would prooeed in some other direction, and there 
hiring some other conveyance, would serve the owner of it in the same 
way/^ Their criminal acts extended in this manner, I said, in a single 
season, from Hurdwar to Allahabad and from Bundelcund to Ondh. 
No sooner did they disappear from one place, than in a comparatively 
short time they reappeared in some other remote quarter, cleverly baffling 
every attempt at detection/' 

2. I have similarly noticed other cases in subsequent reports, when- 
ever 1 have perceived the same aitifice to have been adopted by poison- 
ers, and I would now solicit attention to anotlier case of the same natare 
of occurrence, either in the Btah or the Mynjworie District (for the juris- 
diction in which the crime was committed would seem to be disputed 
between the Police authorities of those two districts), a perusal of the 
report of which, as submitted by the Superintendi^t of Police for the 
latter district, would show that the plan of poisoning cart-drivers in the 
same way is still followed, and wUA imjpunity. 

8. The present being hut a passing inst^ce of a great m dif- 

ferent parts of the country, of the continued prevalence of the crime of 
thuggee by means of ]K)isou by whatever device effected, my attention 
having, moreover, been recently directed by the Government of Bombay 
to the appearance of a gang of professional poisoners in the Mahee 
Kanta, I would take the opportunity to submit that I have not yet been 
favoured with any reply to my reference on the subject of the crime, and 
of the means to be adopted for its more effectual suppression, w^hich 1 
had the honor to address to you in my letter No. 6IA., dated 17th Janu- 
ary last. 


Enclosures, 

1. — ^Tlic Vomacular Frocoodin^s of the General Saporintendont, to the address of the 

Magistrate of Myiipoonc, dated 2l8t September 1871 (translated). 

2. — The District SiHKTintendent of Police of Mjnpoorio, to the Gcneml Superintend- 

ent, No. 803, dated 18th October 1871. 

3. *— The District Superintendent of Police, Mynpooric, to the Personal Assistaiit to 

the Insixwtor-General of Police, North-Western Provinces, No. 7011, dated 3rd 
September 1871. 


Translated copy of the Vernacular Proceedings of Colonbl Hbbyey, General Super- 
intendent, addressed to the Magistrate of Mynpoorio, under date 2l8t SeptemW 
1871. 

The Police Gazett^y North-Western Provinces, of the 16th instant, 
containing a personal description of two persons stated to have adminis- 
tered some deleterious drug to one Moorlee, a Bhurrai, at Fhupoto, Than- 
ndi Sookhet, Zillah Etah, on the 23rd July last, the General Superin- 
tendent requests the Magistrate of Mynpoorie to be so good as to com- 
municate to him the details of this case, and whether the victim, 
Moorlee, survi^fed or died, where he was journeying from, to What place 
he was going, in what manner or in w^t thing the drug was adminis- 
tered to him, whether he was robbed of anything, and any other a^nd* 
ant circumstances. 
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From Dabcy HcAbtay, fisq., Distriet Superinteoddnt of Police, Myopooric, io 
CoLovsL CfiABLXs Hbbvst, GcncrfJ Sn^riDtendcDt, — Ko» 963, dated IBtfa Oc- 
tober 1971. 

Pouoning q^Mowlet^ Skurrai, in Etafi I)MnoU 
With reference to hie roobokaree dated Slet September 1871» to the 
address of the Magistrate of this distriet, begs to forward for bis informa- 
tion the enclosed copy of this office report No. 709, dated 8rd Sq>- 
tember 1871, to the Personal Assistant to the Inspector-General of 
Police, North-Western Provinoes, on the above. 


From Dabcy McAbtxiy, Esq., Dktriot Saperintendeni of Police, to the Personal 

Aesintaot to the lusi^tor-General of Police, North-Western Proviiices,*<-No. 709, 

dated Mynpoorie, 3id September 1971. 

On Sundiiy, the 23rd of July, two men hired a cart from Moorlec, 
Bhurrai, ot Mouza Ibmhimpoor, tlirce coss west of Etah, to convoy 
thorn to Agra, of which city, they said, they were residents. In passing 
through Etah, one of these men went to purchase some sweetmeats and 
vegetable^. On arriving at a well (Mouza Hiupoto), li coss from Etah, 
tiic cart was halted, the men bathed and ate, and some pooreee were given 
to the cart-owner and driver, Moorlee, by the above men. Shortly after 
they proebeded on their way towards Shekoabad, but before they had 
left their halting-placc half a coss behind, Moorlee^s head began to swing, 
and from that time he recollected nothing until Tuesday evening, when 
he partially recovered his senses. He found himself then nak^ in a 
maugoe tojie at the village of Mamcc. This village lies on the Mynpoorio 
and Shekoabad road, about 6 miles east of this latter town. Thonce 
he made his way to Mouza Seroulee, where, he had an acquaintance 
(Bundheer Dbobec), who treated him kindly and gave him some clothes. 
Ho rested there a day, then on the 27th be went to another acquaiutauco 
at Nugla Sawuuthec, and thence on the same day to Jusrana, coss. 

2. He went to the Police station at Jusrana in this district, and 
outside saw a Police officer sitting down (a Mussulman), to whom ho 
told his story and the theft of his cart and bullocks,. 8^., valued at 
Rs. 12U-S. This officer told him that he could do nothing in the case, 
as it occurred in the Etah District, where he should make his report. 

3. He tlicn went on his way and next day reached home. On the 
day following, accompanied by the chowkoeilar of his village, he went 
to report at station Etah. He met the Tiiannadar on his way, and was 
told to report at his proper thanua, Sookhet/^ Next day was Sunday, 
the day following a holiday, and Tuesday being an unlucky day for 
Hindoos to commence anything of importance, he gave in a petition io 
the Deputy Magistrate of Etah on Wednesday, the 2ud of August, and 
his depiction was taken on the day following. 

4. 'me above account is taken from his {Xitition, wHh the exception 
of his movements from the time he became senseless up io his arrival at 
station Jusrana, which the subsequent enquiry elicit^. The Deputy 
Magistrate forwarded a copy of this deposition to surrounding districts, 
one of which was received here. 

5. On receipt of this document, a copy of which is annexed, orders 
were immediately issued to all the Police officers of the district, and 
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epncial ordors were issued to those officers in the neighbourhood^ and a 
visiting inspector was subsequently deputed, but up to the present time, 
though several men are still out, I am sorry to say no trace of the poi- 
soners has been found. 

6. A visiting inspector of the Etab District was directed to take up 
the investigation, whose ingenuity seems to have been chiefly directed to 
endeavouring to show that the crime was committed in the Myupoorie, 
not in the £tah, District, and to holding the Police scatheless at Jusrana 
and Etah for not taking notice of the reports made by Moorlee by a 
series of manipulations of Moorlee^s statements at different times and 
places ; but he seems chiefly to rely for proof that the crime was com- 
mitted in this district on his own assertions that the poison was con- 
tained in the Aooia which Moorlee smoked, not in the poorees he ate, 
because he smoked a hooka before he became senseless; but Moorlee him- 
self states that he smoked his own tobacco, which had never been out of 
his possession, consequently the hooka-smoking could have nothing to do 
with the drugging. 

7. The well where the man was drugged is 3i miles fromthp extreme 
borders of this district, notwithstanding which I understand from the 
Magistrate that the Etah authorities have taken the inspector's view as 
to the locality of the crime. I therefore request instructions as to 
whether the crime is to be reported as having occurred in this or in the 
Etal) District. 

8. Notwithstanding the Etah inspector's report, there can be little 
doubt but that Moorlee re])orted this crime both at stations Jusrana and 
Etah, though no notice was taken of this report at cither station. The 
man Moorlee is now here, and states distinctly that he did recognise 
the officer to whom he made the report at station J usrana in presence 
of the visiting inspector of Etah ; and though this officer states that he 
could not do so, Moorlee describes the man accurately. That Moorlee 
did enquire for aud go to the Jusrana station, is proved by the statements 
of the ehowkeedar of Jusrana, from whom he enquired his way to the 
station house, and Moorlee was afterwards seen at a blacksmith^s 
shop in Jusrana, whore he asked for a smoke from a hooka, hut was 
refused. 

9. I will myself proceed to Jusrana either to-moiTow or next day and 
enquire into this latter point. 1 have not been able to do so before 
owing to my having to enquire into a case of gross abuse of authority 
commit ted by Head Constab^jp Moozum AH, while 1 was absent from 
the district, in the course of bis investigation in a case of murder. The 
two men implicated in this latter case were committed to the sessions 
yesterday. 


Nof4 !. — A descriptive roll of the two poisoners is given in tlTe Folice 
Oazetie of the ISth of September 1871. 

Three days since the undersigned beard from native report that a 
man answering t6e description given of the younger of the two*" men had 
been apprehended for drugging in Meerut ; if this report should turn 
out correct, the fact will be communicated to the General Superintend- 
ent. 
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The description gfiven of the elder of the poisoners answers prettj 
well to that j?iven of one of the men who committed a similar crime in 
Muttra — see roliee Gazette of the 17th of June 1871. 

It is probable that this man is the organiser of these crimes^ and 
that he changes his aceomplioes to evade deteotioUi such being a recog- 
nised precaution in organised poisoning oases. 

No trace of the poisoners was of course to be found in Agra, to 
which place the Etah Inspector made a journey. 


Endorsed by Home Department.— No. 113, dated 9th Felmiary 1872. 
Forwarded to the Legislative Department for disposal. 


From Colonel 0. Hbevit, General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression 
df Thuggee and Daooiiee, to the Officiating Secretary to the Goverunieut of 
India, flome Department,— No. 1201, dated Simla, the 29th October 1872. 

1 beg you to be so good as to submit the accompanying papers os 
« per margin to the notice of the 

1 From the Genera) Superintendent, to 
the Inspoctor-Goneral of Police, Punjab^ 

No. 921, dated 6th September 1872. 

2. Its enclosure, being tnuislation of a htf* 
fteut from the Office of the General Su* 
perintendent, dated 28th August 1872. 

S. From the Inspector-General of Police, 

Punjab, to the General Superintendent, 

No. 2993, dated 25th October 1872. 

4. 11b enclosure, being a copy of a letter 
from the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, 

Umballa Circle, to the Inspector-Genond of 
Police, Punjab, No. 1946, dated 26th Octo- 
ber 1872. 

5. Translation of a list, dated 28th Sep- 
tember 1872, of 17 cases of poisoning in 
the Punjab, received under the enclosure from 
the Deputy Inspector-General of Police, Um- 
balla Circle, No. 1946, dated 26th October 
1872. 


Oovemmeut of India, relating to 
certain instances of the crime of 
thuggee by means of poison in the 
Punjab. 

2. They show that, of the 
cases which have occurred in that 
Province between October 1867 
and November 1871, as many 
as 17 are regarded to have been 
the deed (inasmuch as had yet 
been ascertained) of a single 
gang under the leadership of a 
person named Shurmf^ood^deen^ 
of the Kussab or butcher caste, 
resident of Kantha, in the Dis- 
trict of Hooshiorpore, in the Pun- 
jab; and that of 37 persons to whom poison was administered, 14 
had died from the effeets of it ; and, f 6rt|p, that in two of the cases 
(Nos. 8 and 5) some other persons were i^nvicted, of whom one man, 
sentenced to ten years^ imprisonment in the former case, was released by 
order of the Judges of the Chief Court, but that the sentence of 
transportation for life in the other case was, it would seem, carried 
out. 


3. I would here narrate some account of the man Sburruf-ood-doen 
as given of him to the local Police by a woman who had lived with him, 
named Zooioorun, imd through whom some of the propeii.y plundered on 
some of those occasions was discovered. She described herself to be the 
daughter of a person of the Rajpoot caste, who resided at Bheetkus of 
Mongbyr, in ^bar, and that, while yet quite young, she was married to 
a person of her own caste, named Lalljee Baboo, residing at Bhaugulporc. 


1 
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They together went to Lucknow and resided there for ten or twelve 
years ; her husband was employed as a sepoy. On the suppression of the 
rebellion of 1857 they both went to Bans Bareilly, in Bobilkhund, where 
the man continued to serve as a sepoy for a further period of three or 
four years. He then gave up that employment, and, becoming impli* 
eated in some case of theft, be was sent to prison for a year. The man 
and his wife had in the meanwhile become Mahomedans, and the woman 
thereupon took her present name of Zoohoorun^ and her husband that of 
Bahoo Khan. The man Shurruf-ood-deen happened to be also a prisoner 
in the same jail, and a friendship sprung up between him and her bus* 
band. On their liberation from prison, Shurruf-ood-deen was adopted 
by her husband as a son, and they all lived together. What the two 
men then did together was declared by the woman to be unknown to her ; 
but her husband again got imprisoned about five years ago at Meerut, 
whereupon the woman went and resided at Allyghur, and, on the persua* 
sion of Shurruf-ood-deen, she went with him a year subsequently to 
Agra for two or threci months. They then together came to Uml>alla 
and resided there for three mouths at the shop of a native butcher. " The 
two then went to Jullundhur, where they stayed for threife or four 
months more, — tlmt is, for two months they lived at the serai, or 
public inn, and for a month at the place of one Sheikh St/fmllah^ 
Two young grown-up daughters were with her. After this Shurruf-ocKl- 
deeii took them all to his own house at Kantha, in Hooshiarpore, and 
cohabitod with them. The woman Zoohoorun subsequently fell out 
with him, and thereupon she went and gave information to the Police 
of his being in the habit of killing people by giving them dhafoora 
and other drugs, and appropriating whatever was upon their persons, and 
that on one such occasion when the two (she and Shumif-ood-deeu) had 
come to Jullundhur, he went up to Lahore, by whom accompanied she 
did not know, and returned eight days subsequently with a sum of 
Rs, 230, and told his nephew Peeroo (or Neeroo) that he had obtained 
(hat money by drugging a traveller somewhere between Umritsur and 
Lahore. She had also learnt from Pceroo that Shurruf-ood-deen had, 
on two previous oc<*asions, poisoned some one near Meerut, and again 
about 15 days since only another man at a place eight kos beyond Delhi.^' 
The victim on the last occasion was a Jdt, and the things obtained from 
him were 16 yards of the stuff from which Ihengas arc made (an article 
of apparel worn by Hindoo women), seven yards of markean,^^ and a 
skull cap. The JAt had Sjjd. The persons who were in the habit of 
accompanying Shiirruf-ood-<^n on these expeditions were Kirpa and 
Fucqueera, both '' Dheomurs,^' or jX5rsons of the fisherman class, and his 
nephew Peeroo aforesaid. Some dhatoora seed powder, found in her bun- 
die, she had got from Rewkee (the mother of Shurruf-ood-deen), to whom 
he had entrusted it, and, on her going away with him on some marriage 
ceremony, she (Rewkee) had handed it over to her eldest son, and the 
woman Zoohoorun had taken it from him without being observ^ by him, 
and had delivered it over to Hakim Khan, t*he elder brother of the lum- 
berdar ; but one Knrreem had that very day taken some of it away 
from her. 

4. A reward of Rs. 56(1 has been proelatroed in the Punjab Po* 
five Uasefie for the ai rcst of the man ShiiiTut-ood-dcen. 
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5* I would further submit to notice that the foUowinj^ eases of the 
same crime have recently taken place in Guzerat, in ike Bombay Prezu 
deucy, also the deed apparently of a single gmg, namely^— > 

(1) ISib February 1872. — At Dhakore» in the District of Kaira^ 

19 persons of the shepherd class poisoned mlk dkatoora, adminis- 
ter^ in a native sweetmeat called luddoo, dechred to haye 
formed a part olnprueeadk, or offering, to Runchor jeej'^ 
whose shrine at Dhakore is greatly resorted to by the people 
of Guzernt: six of ike ehepherd»—four lade and iwo girU^^died 
from the effeeie of ike drug. The amount of property robbed 
was not stated. 

(2) 29tk April i872.— -At Neriad, in the District of Kuira, three 

travellers of the ** Cheepee'* class (or dealers in printed chijitz) 
drugged with dkaloora, administered in the hooka ^ and robbed 
of Rs. 137, of whom two died. The other who survived was 
• discovered naked, holding on to a bush and quite mad,^^ and 
^ cne of the two deceased men had died in agony, had torn 
himself to pieces, nails blue, eyes congested violently.” 'flie 
other was discovered to have been buried the previous day at a 
village three Jcoh off, through which the travellers had (;ome, on 
a report to the Police pateT that he had died of ferer. 

(3) 9ih August 1672*^^Ai Oometha, in the Kaira District, a Sikh 

horse-dealer from Lahore, named Mam Singh, poisoned. '' The 
offenders said they had a horse for sale at their village of 
Podra, in .Guikwar territory, where they induced him to go, 
and robbed him of Rs. 763-8." The man recovered. 


6, In the second of the above coses, viz., at Neriad, two persons 
were arrested by the local Police ; and as they seemed to be professional 
poisonera, I requested the Magistrate of Kaira to employ professional 
counsel on the prosecution. This resulted in their conviction and sen- 
tence to death, with the confirmation of the Judges of the High Court. 
To enable this Department to carry on the research respecting their ac- 
complices, the execution of the two condemned persons has l^en tempo- 
rarily suspended at my request^ and the Government of Bombay has 
assented to the measure. 

7. The information as yet imparted bgahem is of a reserved nature, 
but action was taken from what fell fn^ one of them, which Inis re- 
sulted in the arrest of four other persons who have been discovered to 
have been concerned in the third or subsequent case of the horse-dealer at 
Oometha, and in opening up certain other instances of the crime in the 
city of Baroda, at Veerungaui, at Randere, near Surat, and other places in 
Guzerat. 


8. Government is aware*^ that other similar cases have lately appeared 
^ ^ in the Tanna District of the Bom- 


u Vide endonomsnt in the Home Depsit- 
ment, No. 493, dated 27th August 1872, oo 
entry No. 31 of the Proceedings of the Gov- 
ernment of Bombay in the Judicial Depart- 
ment, for the month of June 1872* 


bay Pudency. In one of these 
cases a "man was killed by falling 
over a steep cliff near Campoii 
while under the influence of am 


intoxicating drug which had been administered to him by a strange who 
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bad robbed him of Rs. 10 and left bim/' The Campoli road from 
Poonah to Bombay is old ground to these criminals^ and some very dis- . 
tressing cases of the crime occurred upon it when 1 was the Assistant of 
this Department for Bombay Territory. 

9. Other cases have also recently taken place in the North-Western 
Provinces^ Central Provinces^ Oudh^ and I Mieve tSe crime continnes to 


a report of the crime in the nine 
forming British territory^ from the 
period of my last general report up to the present time^ from which it 
will be perceived that this crime of thuggee by means of poison continues 
to be practised throughout British territory without^ as yet, any material 
check ] and on this subject 1 would here take the opportunity of soliciting 
the attention of Government to my more recent report in the Foreign 
Department, No. 61 A, dated Jalnah, 11th February 1871, and to the 
reply I was honored with, No, l lJ, dated 24th January 1872, referring 
to the declared legal difRcuIty on the question of the Approver Sgeiep as 
applicable to the suppression of the dreadful evil. 

11. I shall in the proper place commend to notice the intelligent 
action taken by the Magistrate of Kaira, Mr. Sheppard, in the research 
into the cases of occurrence in Guzcrat, and on the part of his Superin- 
tendent of Police, Captain La Touche. My Assistant at Baroda, Captain 
Hancock, is also engaged in the enquiry. 


be committed everywhere. 

^ 10. I am engaged in preparing 
tlovernmcnts and Administrations 


From CotOKEL C. Hebvby, Gcnei*al Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression 
of Thugj^ee and Dacoitee, to Inspector-General of Pohoe, Punjab,— No. 921, dated 
Simla, the 6th September 1872. 

I beg your very early attention to the request contained in the ac- 
companying kgfeeut, and to express a hope that you will cause me to be 
furnish^ with full particulars of each case of poisoning adverted to 
therein. 


Translation of a igfeeuC* from the Office of the General Superintendent^ 
dated ^th August 1872. 

The Police Gazette publ^ed at Lahore on the 21st instant contains 
at pages 880 and 881 a pro^Hlaation on the part of the Umballa Police for 
the arrest of one Shurruf^ood-^aeen, son ofSowdagur, a butcher, on the charge 
that he had ten years previously been associated with certain poisoners of 
the poorub, or east country. It was stated that he parted from them about 
six years ago, and return^ to his own village in the Punjab, and had then 
commenced to drug people in the districts of the Punjab, joined by 15 to 20 
accomplices, residents of Kantha, of Dussooah (Hoosbiarpore), of Kurtar- 
pore (Uoo8hiarpore),and ofPhugwal,in Kuppoortullah; ihat several such 
cases of crime hpd l^en committed b;^ them during the past year in the 
Loodiana, Umballa, and Kurnaul Districts ; and, further, that some other 
cases in the Umritsur, Goojranwalla, Jhelum, and other districts should 
seem from the description of one of the culprits answering to the personal 
ap})carance of the said Shurruf-ood-deen to have been committed by him, 
but that this person was a fugitive, and warrants bad been issued for his 
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arre8t> and he was further declared to be accompanied by two young 
fioorbya females. 

But no mention is made in the Police Gazette of each particular oase^ 
and it is desirable, therefore, to ask for information on the following 
points, viz. 

(1) At what particular places the man Shurruf»ood-deen committed 

each crime, with the zillahs and the dates. 

(2) How many persons were drugged in each case, and how many of 

them died. 

(3) The amount plundered on each occasion. 

(4) How or in what thing the drug or noxious thing was adminis-. 

tered. 

(5) The names of the persons drugged, from what place they were 

travelling and to where, or whether they were poisoned at 
their own places. 

(6) The Police action in each case. 

All 4ihese points of information might be drawn up according to the an- 
nexed fipvta and lists. A list of the names of the supposed culprits should 
also be supplied. 


Memorandum byCoLONSL G. Hutchikson, Inspector^General of Police, to the General 
Snporinttuident of Operations for the Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, — 
No. 2993, dated the 25th October 1872. 

With reference to bis No. 921 of the 5th ultimo, and accompanying 
ky feent regarding Shurruf-ood-deen and his gang of poisoners, forwards 
.copy of a letter No. 1946 of the 9th instant, and its enclosures in origi- 
nal, on this subject from the Deputy Inspector-General, Umballa Circle, 
to the address of the Inspector-General of Police. 


Memorandum from Majob A. H. Bahfield, Deputy Inspector-General, Umballa 

Circle, to the Inspector-General of Police, Punjab, — No. 1946, dated the 25tb 

October 1872. 

Returns the kyfeeut received under cover of his No. 2659, dated 18th 
ultimo, regarding Shurruf-ood-deen, with full particulars furnished in 
each case of poisoning as required by Colonel Hervey. 

2. The vernacular paper asks for a of all the cases in which 
Shurruf-ood-deen is supposed to have been wncerned, showing the dates 
on which and the places where the ofiences were committed. 

3. On completion of the enejuiries and prosecution, a report will be 
prepared and submitted, as directed by the Inspector-General m his 
docket under reply. 


Translated list of the authenticated cases of poisoning of occurrence in the Punjab, 
the perpetrators of which would seem from the nersonal description to We been 
committed under the leadership of Sburraf*ooa*deen and tne members of hm 
gangf—^ted 28ih September 1872. 

Case No. L— At Ulwur, in Konah, of Loodiana, on the 10th October 
1867, four persons drugged with ihatoora; deceased none; robbed Ba. 47 
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by two persons^— one a Poorbya and the other a Punjabser^t large. 
These two persons joined tWr victims disgaised as travellers. At 
Iheir second hatting«place they had some liquor^ and the four travellers 
partook of some meat and breads and drank at their hands^ and then 
became insensible. The description of one of the culprits agrees with 
that of Shnrruf-ood-deen. The victims were Hurdyal, Davgedeen^ 
Poorbyas by caste, travelling from Lahore. 

Case No, At Choodyala (or Cbundj'ala), of Umritsur, on the 
11th January 1868, one person drugged with dhatoora, who recovered ; 
robbed Ks. 40 by two persons, — one a PoorbyamA the other a Punjabee, 
The same account as the last. The name of the dragged person was 
Dooneenbund Koree^ of Baipore, in Furruckabad, and he was travelling 
from Debra Ismael Khan. 

Case No, .5.— At Umritsur, on the 21st January 1868, four persons 
drugged with of whom one died; robbed Rs. 175-3.8 by two 

persons, — a Poorbya and a Punjabee , — at large. The same account as in 
the last case. In this case it would seem that a person named Kaseeram 
was tried for it and sentenced by the sessions to ten years^ imprison fitenfy 
but that he was released by the Chief Court, The names of t<vc of the 
victims were Sahibdeen and Bhujjoo^ and all were Poorhyas travelling 
from Rawul Piudee. 

Case No, 4 , — At Attaree, of Umritsur, on the 4th May 1868, one 
person drugged with dhaioora, who recovered ; robbed Rs. 80-3 by the 
same two persons at large. The same account as the last. The name of 
the drugged person was Poorun^ a Cullasee of Meerut, who was travel- 
ling from Meean Meer. 

Case No. 5 , — At Mullian,, in Umritsur, on the 5th June 1868, five 
persons drugged with dhatoora^ who all died; property robbed unknown, 
the culprits being the same two persons, — a Poorbya and a Punjabeej — 
at large. The five deceased persons were travelling from Lahore, and 
they were joined by the two culprits disguised as travellers, who 
administered dhatoora to them, from which they died. The description 
of one accords with that of Shurruf-ood-deen, but it proned that a Kahar, 
named Ram Buir^ had already been sentenced in this case to transportation 
for life. The names of two of the deceased were Bhuwani and Coolzar^ 
and all were Poorbyas travelling from Lahore. 

Case No, 6 , — At Choodyala, iu Umritsur, on the 3rd May 1870, 
three persons drugged with dhatoora^ who died ; property robbed unknown. 
The culprits were two persoi^^ who have not yet been arrested. It has 
not been ascertained who they were, but it would appear that the 
deceased were accompanied by the same two persons as before. They 
also purchased liquor, and the account of one agrees with the description 
of Shurruf-ood-deen. The three decetised persons were Poorbya 
travellers. 

Case No. 7 , — At Poh, in Sauewal, of Loodiana, on the 4tli July 1870, 
two persons drugged with dhatoora^ of whom one died; robbed Ks. 8 by 
two persons unknown and at large, llie description of one would seem 
to correspond with that of Shurruf-ood-deen, The two victims were 
Khnndoo and X>aveedeen^ both Chumars of the Poomhy in the Zillah of 
Azimabad (? Azimgurh), and they were travelling from the Punjab. 

Cose No, 8 . — At Tanda, in Chundeegnrh, of Umballa, on the 12th 
July 1870, two persons drugged with dhatoora, of whom one died; robbed 
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Rd. 9 by two persons at large. The poisoners joined their victims dis- 
guised as travellers. At night they gave them liquor and fo^i from 
which they became insensiblej and one m them was found drowned in 
some water. The description of one of the poisoners accords with that 
o( Shnrrul-ood»deen« The name of one of the drugged persons was 
Kana Koiie, of Meerut, a traveller from Kussowlic. 

Ca^e No. S.— At Kherie, of Lahore^ on the V2th October 1870, one 
person drugged with Maioota, who recovered; robbed Rs. 27-10, 
by two persons at large, the description of one agreeing with that of 
Shurruf-ood-deen. He and his accomplice joined the victims disguised 
as travellers, and administered the drug to them the dosciiptiou 
given at page 170 of the Police Qazeile for 1870). 

Giue No. 10 . — At Gael, of Chuppur, in Umballa, on the 25tli 
November 1870, three persons drugged mt\\ dkaloora, vfho recovered; 
lobbed property Rs. 80-8, by two persons at large. Same account 
as ill the last case. The names of two of the drugged persons were 
Prem and Goolab, and all were ** Kabars,^^ residents of MoozuSbrnuggur, 
travelling from Peshawar. 

Ctte^No. 11 . — At Kunkar, cf Goojranwala, on the 8th March 1871, 
two persons drugged with dhaloora, who recovered ; amount robbed 
not stated, by two persons at large. The same account as in previous 
cases. TL'he names of the two travellers drugged were BiUdeo and Pojee, 
both Poorbj/ae. 

Case No. iP.— At Kalokee, of Goojranwala, on the 10th June 1871, 
three persons drugged with diatoora, of whom Iteo died ; amount robbed 
not stated, by two persons at large. The same account as before given. 
♦OrswMDor— r H ‘l^'ugged travellers was 

Seetul, Kkah^rohj^ resident of Khoirikullau in 

Furruckabad. 

Case No. 13.— At Beeja, of Konah, in Loodiana, on the 15th July 
1871, one person drugged, who recovered; robl>ed Rs. 11-13-9, by 
three persons, of whom two have been arrested. It proves that this 
case was the deed of Shurruf-ood-deen, joined by two others, named 
Facqueeria Dheemur and Summa, a huteker. The two lattei have been 
arrested, and they have admitted the crime. They have also been re- 
cognized by the drugged party. This case was also one upon the high- 
way, aud the name of the victim was Lulchmm Koree^ a resident ■ of 
Meerut, who was travelling from Lahore. 

Case No. 14 . — At Ruttunghur, of Shaliabad, in Umballa, on the 24<th 
July 1871, one person drugged with dAaloora, who recovered; robbed 
Ra. 6- L3-6, by two other persons, one of whom has been arrested. It proves 
that this case was the deed of Shurruf-ood-deen and the man Facqueeria 
apprehended in the preceding case, and the latter has given a full 
account of it. This case also occurred in the highway, and the name of 
the drugged man was Ooree 8j/ce, a resident of Muttra and Mirzapore, 
of Cawupore, and he was travelling from Lahore. — (MemoraTidum . — 
Muttra and Mirzapore are districts independent of Cawupore.) 

Case No. io.— At Boodhana, in Kurnaul, on the* 25th July 1871, 
one person drugged, not stated with what, who recovered ; amount 
robbed not stat^, by two other persons, of whom one has been arrested. 
The same account as in previous cases. The victiin^s name was Bavet 
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Dhobee^ a residetit of Khanaporc,iu SulUnpore (Oudh)^ and he was 
travelling from the military station of Subathoo, 

Case No. 16. — At Deerawala^ of Sanewal^ in Loodiana, on the llth 
August 1871, one person drugged, by what not stated, who recovered ; 
robbed Rs. 42, by two persons, of whom one has been arrested. The 
same account as before given, llie name of the traveller drugged was 
Mukdoom Bux^ a resident of Churriari, in the District of Lucknow, and 
he was on his way down from Lahore. 

Cate No, 17, — At Zufferwal, of Sealkote, on the 7th November 1871, 
two persons drugged, with what not stated, of whom one died ; robbed 
Rs. 21, by two (>er8on8 at large. The two criminals joined their victims 
in the disguise of being themselves travellers, and they gave them some 
tea decoction of tea leaves from partaking of which they became 
insensible, and one died. The description of one of the culprits calling 
himself Manoo, Hindoostani,’^ agrees with that of the man Shurruf-ood* 
deen as entered at page 400 of the Police Gazette for 1871. The name 
of one of tlie drugged parties was Puchkorie^ a Poorbya lad, now residing 
in the Cantonment of Sealkote, and he and his deceased companion were 
travelling from Dalhousie to Sealkote. ^ << 

Total of cases 17 ; persons drugged 37 ; persons died 14. 

Memorandum by CoLOKEt C. TIervey, General Superintendent of Operations for the 
Suppression of Tliuggce and Dacoitee, — dated Simla, the 29tli O^ober 1872. 

From the statements of the two arrested parties, viz ,, — 

(1) Facqueeria, son of Gahia, by caste a Dhoemur,^^ age 18, re- 

sident of Kantha, in Dussoowa, of Hooshiarpoor ; and 

(2) Sumraa, son of Punnoo, by a caste a " Kussab,’^ or butcher, 

age 20, resident of Kurtarpore, of Jullundhur. 

It would appear that 14 other persons are also the accomplices of the 
man Shurruf-ood-deen, who were in the habit of going with him on his 
expeditious, assuming to be his servants, but who shared in the plunder 
obtained ; but their arrest is delayed until the evidence should be more 
perfect, and further information regarding them will hereafter be 
convoyed. 

Shnrruf-ood-deen is still at large, but steps have been taken for his 
arrest, and a reward of Rs. 500 for his arrest has been sanctioned by 
the Inspector^Oeneral of Police, to be given on the man^s conviction. 

From H. WElLRStET, Esq., Officiating Under Secretaiy to the Government of India, 
llunio Deuartraent, to the General Superintendent oi Operations for the Suppres- 
sion of Thuggee and Dacoitee,— No. 62, dated Fort William, the 10th January 
1873. 

1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 1201, 
dated the 29th October last, bringing to notice the prevalence of thug- 
gee by means of poisoning, and the difficulty on the question of the 
approver system as applicable to the suppression of this crime. 

2. Possibly you have overlooked the provision made in the Code of 
Criminal Procedure, which removes the difficulty complained of by 
rendering an accused person liable to be remanded to undergo the nu- 
expired portion of bis sentence if be fitils to fulfil the conditions on 
which pardon wits offered to him. I am, therefore, desired to invitd 
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your attention to Section &ii of Act X of 1872, and to enquire whether 
that section will not meet the olject you have in view; If it does, I am 
to enquire what steps you propose to take under it. 


Fi-om Colonel C. Hebvky, General Superintendent of Operations for the Sappression 
of Thuggee and l^coitee, to the Secretary to the Government of Indta^ Home 
Department, — ^No. 1S4 A, dated the 7th April 1873. 


My absence in Bajpootana obliged me to defer replying to the 
enquiry from your office whether, with reference 
Jnnuftrv^i 87 a*^*^*^ to my letter in the Home Department, No. 1201, 
dated 29th October last, on the subject of the 
prevalence of the crime of thuggee by means of poison, Section 322 of 
the new Criminal Procedure C^e (Act X of 1872) did not sufficiently 
meet the question of the approver system as applicable to the suppress 
sion of that crime. 


2. 1 have the honor to submit in reply that that section would seem 
* Vrom Colonel Her- ^ m.eet any objection which may now be made 
vev, Osneral Superin- to the legaliiif of the approver system such as was 
tondent, to the Secretary advanced by the Magistrate of Monghyr on the 
Lii** ocAsion referred to in paragraph 4 of my pre- 

meut. No. 61 A, dated vious letter on the subject.* 

11th February 1871. 3. But I would state that the alteration pro- 

vided by Section 322 of the amended Code merely remedies the defect 
which existed in Section 54 of the former Code, but that it still leaves 
the subject of the applicability of the approver system to the suppres- 
sion of this crime in its former condition. 


4. 1 submitted in my first report to the Government of India on 
+ To the Secretar to subjcctf that the great difficulty in my own 
the GovoramOTt^Xdia! apprehension only was the state of the law for the 
Foreign Department, sufficient punuhment of the miscreants, and for 
the successful adoption of the approver system 
, pamgmp effectual suppression. It would be plain, 

1 urged, to the understanding of His Lordship in Council that an 
accomplice whose evidence it was desirable to secure as a Government 
approver, would not, when under a limited sentence of imprisonment 
only, and the prospect thus before him of eventual restoration to liberty, 
give the same unreserved evidence as the nmn who was sentenced to death 
or to transportation for life, with no such prospect before him. The 
experience of this Department was that the evidenoe of the former was, 
as a general rule, given with reservation. He had not much to lose or 
to be afraid of by withholding his evidenoe or by accusing innocent 
persons, and he need not therefore much fear the detection be was liable 
■ to, however sure the process. But the life-Bentenced approver bad every- 
thing to lose and to be afraid of. When detected in giving false or 
partial evidence, which he generally was sure to be, his conditional 
pardon was revoked, bis sentence, hitherto held in abeyance^ was carried 
out, and he thus reverted to the punishment from whi5h he had escaped 
only BO long as he chose to speak the truth. The existing mofussil law 
against poisoning did not, 1 added, procure that sentence of extreme or 
last punishment, and that except it should do so, tliese crimimds must 
•continue to flourish. 
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5. My proposal was, and always has boon, to convert Act XXIX of 
1850 for the prevention of poisoning, the operation of which was con- 
llncd to the Presidency towns only, into a law for all India. That law 
provides that the sentence passed npon a person convicted of the crime 
of poisoning may be death or transportation for life ; and under its 
operation we should Ijc enabled to obtain approvers who would always 
remain in custody, and from whom more reliable evidence might he 
expected than ordinarily to be elicited from persons who should not be 
so sentenced. Tlic higher punishment would also have its due effect 
upon the people in the habit of committing this crime. Under the ex- 
isting roof ussil. law the sentence to be awarded to a person convicted of ’ 
poisoning is limited to ten years^ imprisonment 
This is not sufficient to deter the many, 
and it prevents our applying the approver system 
h) tlic suppression of the crime with any prospect of success. If death 
has been the result of the poison administered, the distinct law for 
murder is certainly strong enough for obtaining a sentence of death or of 
life transportation, but it is necessary in such cases to indict the aectised 
on the charge of that specific instance and the evidence •necessary 

for obtiiiiiing conviction thereon is in cases gf murder by means of 
])()ison generally iusulfieieiil, except on very special occasions. The alior- 
native with us is to arraign the accused on the general charge of his 
belonging to the gang engaged in such practices, and our procedure 
is to adduce certain well-autiieiiticated instances of the crime as part of 
the proof of that charge, not to show that the accused was present In 
them, but that belonged to the gang^^ by which they were com- 
mitted. 

6. The object, then, being to suppress the crime of professional poison- 
ing, it is obvious that limited sentences cannot answer the purpose, for 
under their operation every convict is set at liberty on the expiration <j£ 
the period for which he was sentenced, and every approver is also simi- 
larly released. It is well known that professional criminals always 
revert to crime directly they have renewed opportunities for doing so, 
and released approvers have never formed any exception to this general 
rule. They will return to the trade equally with the persons against 
whom they had given evidence. My object is to make all persons 
convicted of the crime of professional poisoning altogether impotent for 
future mischief. 

7. The wording of Section 822 of the new Code of Criminal Pro- 
cednra to which my attention was directed, seems, moreover, to show that 
something more was understood to be the punishment to which an 
approver should revert on his failing to fuliil the conditions of his pardon, 
than a short period of imprisonment such as is on the contrary usually 
awarded to |)er8ons convicted of this crime in the districts. 

8. The proposal above adverted to has, moreover, been often since 
advocated by others, and it is a sufficiently reasonable one to claim at- 
tention. For it cannot with any reason be asserted that the crime of 
poisoning should Ibe treated with greater leniency in the districts than it 
shall be in the Presidency towns I That it is an heinous offence is at 
once admitted; and the fact that death is the frequent result has been 
too often exemplified in the reports which 1 have from time to time sub* 
mitted to Government, not to claim serious attention.- 
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9. I would therefore earnestly press the subject upw the further 
coasideratiou of Government. ISie printed papers submitted with my 
letter in the Foreign Department, No. 6lA, dated 11th Pebruarv 1871, 
eontain many allusions to the subject of giving a more general terri- 
torial scope to Act XXIX of 185(1 as advocated by me, and I am able to 
submit a completer printed file on the subject. 


From T. J. Chichslb Plowdsh, Esq., Oflidatini; Under Secretary to the Government 
of India, Home Department, to the Secretary to the Gorcniments of Madras, 
Homhay, Bengal, North-Western Provinces, and the Piinjah, the Chief Comrais- 
sioners' of Oudh, of the Central Provinces, British Burma, and Ooorg, and the 
Resident at Hyderabad,— No. 219 to 228, dated Simla, the 27th May 1878. 

I am dirwfted by His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor General 
No. 124A. dated 7th ultimo. ia Council to for- 

ward the accompany- 
et)py of a letter* 
from the General 
Superintendent of 
Operations for the 
Suppression of Thng- 
f^ee and .Dacoitc’e, 
and to enquire whe- 
ther, in t 

the crime of 
habitual poisoning; 
with intent to rob, 


Madras 
Bimhay 
3hi(faL 

jy. W.J?%'omnces 

Punjab 

Oadk 

Central Provinces 
British Burma 
Coorq 
Uuderahad 
: Madnit). 
noinbay* 

the N. W. Provinces 
Punjab. 


> tiie opinion of His Excellency the 
) Governor in Ctniiicil 
the opinion of His Honor the 
LicnttMiHiit-Govcrnor 


I 


^ your opinion 


J 


Omlli. 

The Central Provinces. 

Hrltish Hurina. 

Ooorg. 

Hyderabad. 

and of apsoeiating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent in { 

It would also be desirable to know whether the view.s of Colonel 
w. 2.4 „ rt Ilervoy, that crime 

, ^ to ills Lxcellcncy the Governor m 
, ) Council 

^ to His Honor the Lieutenant' 


§ Madras 
Bombay 


K W. Provinces 

Punjab 

Oudh 

Central Provinces 
Brilish Burma 
Coorg 
Hyderabad 


Governor 


■'I. 

/ to you 

.J 


of this class should 
be dealt with on the 
thuggee system, 

commend them- 
selves to § 
or whether, in the 
event of the punish- 
ment which it is 


now legal to award being considered insufficient, any other alteration 
of the existing law is preferred. 

3. As matters now stand, the portions of the Pcjnal Code which 
affect this crime are Sections 807, 310, 311, and 38S. Sections 310 and 
811 define and provide the punishment for thuggee; but, inasmuch as 
the commission of murder enters into the definition of the latter ofEence, 
they have not scope enough to take in eases of partial poisoning. Sec- 
tion 328 deals with the special case of administering poison with intent to 
commit an offence, but the utmost punishment it awanls is imprisonment 
for ten years and fine. Finally, under Section 307, evciy case in which , 
hurt is actually caused (i. e., when the victim is subjected to bodily pain, 
disease, or infirmity. Section 310) the offender may be trausportea for 
life. 
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4. The view that this present state of the law is insufficient to cope 
with the evil now complained of, has been repeatedly pressed upon the 
Government of India ; and in order that the Government of India may 
be made fully aware of the extent to which the crime really does prevail, 
and whether any, and what, additional punishment should be provided 
for its suppression, it has been considered advisable to obtain as much 
information on the subject as is available before undertaking any fresh 
legislation. 


From the Honorable W. Hudlvbton, Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, 
to the Secretary to the Government of India, Home Deportment,— No. 1600, 
dated Ootacamnnd, the IStli September 1873. 


* No. 2628, dated 16th Augnst 1873. 


With reference to your Officiating Under Secretary's letter dated 
the &7th May 1873, No. 219, I am directed to forward, for submission 

to the Government of India, copy of a 
letter* from the Acting Inspector- 
General of Police, and to state that, in the opinion of this Government, 
no change in the law is necessary in connection with the class crime 
of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for 
the purpose, which is not prevalent in this Presidency. 

2. This Government cannot acquiesce in Colonel Hervey's argument 
that the piuiislimeiit athiched to a crime should be enhanced beyond 
what the nature of the crime dictates in order to afford greater scope 
for the Approver " system. 


From LiEUTENiJ^T-CotoNiSL W. S. Dbevbr, Acting Inapector-General'of Police, Madr.as, 

to iho Chief Secretary to the Government of Madras, — ^No. 2628 (Statistical), dated 

MadniH, the 15th August 1873. 

In reply to letter No. 219 of 17th May 1873, from the Under 
Secretary to Government of India to your address, on the subject of 
habitual poisoning with intent to rob, referred to me for remark, I have 
the honor to submit the following observations, the delay in forward- 
ing which has been caused by the necessity of awaiting the receipt of the 
annual criminal statistics for the year 1872. 

2. From professional thuggee (Section 311) this Presidency is happily 
exempt. The returns for last year, it is true, show seven cases reported 
under Serial No. 48 of the Criminal Statistic^ Statement; but this arises 
from the very singular fact that offences under Section 40 1, Penal Code,— - 
'' Belonging to a wandering gang not being thugs," — have been grouped 
with offences under Section 811, which r^ers exclusively to thuggee. 
The seven cases were under Section 401, and committ^ by Yai^ies 
in the Godavery District, but had no element of thug^e in them. 

3. Indeed, the association of criminals in gangs" for the purpose 
of robbery by poison is very rarely heard of in this Presidency ; when 
offences under Section 32 S do occur, there are seldom more than 
one or two persons concerned, and these scarcely what can be called 
professional. 

4. Offences under this section having hitherto been grouped with 
those of hurt," it is impossible to go into their anteceaent details ; 
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but those which have been separately recorded under the new system (or 
the first time for 1878 fully bear out the above general remarks. 

5. Of thirty persons said to have been concerned in the eighteen cases 
reported^ twenty were compelled to appear, of whom ten were released 
without even trial by the Magistrates, the cases being false or grossly 
exaggerated, or coming under some minor head. Of eight persons tried 
in three cases by Courts of Session, two were convicted and sentenced 
to fiue and two years' rigorous imprisonment each, six being acquitted. 
These figures prove that there can be no poisoning here by associated 

gangs/' 

6. The special reports called for from districts further show that only 
in some instances is robbery the object of the offenders, Rsi 46 in all 
having been reported lost. Family disputes, quack doctors, and illicit 
intercourse, each contribute their quote to the general totals. I am 
of opinion that the existing law is quite sufficient to deal with these 
offences in this Presidency, nor can I see any reason for recommending 
enhanced punishment. I should very much doubt if the maximum 
punishment under Section 888 had ever been awarded. 

7. is. not for me to say wbat may or may not be required else* 
where, nor 'am I confident that I realize Colonel Hervoy's difficulties ; 
but, as far as this Presidency is concerned, there is not the slightest 
necessity for the approver system being extended to it, were it even 
practicable to do so. 


Prom J. Nooent, Esq., Acting Under Secretary to the Govommont of Bombay, 
Judicial Department, to the Secretary to the Government of India, Homo 
Department, ^No. 1^6, dated Bombay Castle, the 31st March 1874. 


Adverting to Mr. Officiating Under Secretary Plowden’s letter 
No. 280, dated 27th May 1873, enquiring whether the crime of habitual 
poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for this pur- 
pose, is prevalent in the Bombay Presidency, and whether any alteration 
in the existing law affecting this class of crime is requisite, I am directed 
TV.. . ij « V j forward to you the papers noted 

Precis of Reports submitted by the Distnct • .t,* »Tir1 « 

Magistrates and Superiutendents of Police in margin, and to express tho 

the Bombay Presidency on the prevalence of concurrence Ot HlS £iXCCilency in 
the crime of habitual poisoning, Ac. Council in the opinion of the 

reported that the enme referred 
to is not prevalent in this Presidency to such an extent as to call for a 
change in the law. The provisions of Section 304 of the Penal Code 
appear to be applicable and sufficient. 


Prfeu ot Beports rabmitted by the IXetrict Magistrates and Superintendents of Police 
in the Xkanbay Preaideni^ on the prevalonoe of the crime of h«bitual poieon- 
ing, <ftc. 

Tbe Government ot India forwarded, with their Home D^>artment 
letter No. 220 of 27th May last, copy of a letter from the General 
Superintendent for tho Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoitee, and en- 
quired (paragraph 1) whether, in the opinion of llis Excellency in 
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Coutioil^ the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob^ and o£ 
associating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent in this Presidency. 
They also stated that it would Ije desirable to know whether the views of 
Colonel Hervey that crime of this class should be dealt with on the 
thuggee system, commend themselves to this Government, or whether, 
in the event of the punishment which it is now legal to award under 
Sections 307, 310, 311, and 328 of the Penal Cc^e being considered 
insufliciont, any other alteration of the existing law is preferred. 

This Department Resolution No. 3379 of 20th June last directed 
that a copy of the above letter and of its accompaniment should be 
forwarded to the Police Commissioners, Northern Division, Southern Divi- 
sion, and in Sind, the District Magistrates and the District Superintend- 
ents of Police, for early opinion and report, and that a statement show- 
ing the number of crimes of the nature referred to in paragraph I of the 
aforesaid letter reported to the Police during the years 1870, 1871, and 
1872, should be reported by each Superintendent of Police. 

In compliance with these orders the under«mentioned oiGccrs l^vc 
reix)rted as follows 

DoHid^nation of Olfleer. Substanoe of Report. 


Magistrato of AliniO(lal)ii(l . 


Suporinicndtiiit of Police, Ahincdabad 
Mngnstrato of Kuim .... 


Siiporitiieiideiii of Police, Kaira 


Magfialrate mid Siificrintendeiit of 
Police, Klmiideali. 

Magistrate of Surat . . . . 


Superintondeiit of Police, Surat 


Magistrate of Broach 


Siiporintcndent of l\>lice, Broach 


Magistrate of Tanna 


Not a single case in the district during the lust five 
years. Is theroforo unable to say that necessity 
exists, for legislation. 

One case during the lust throe years. No opinion. 

Thinks tho crime is extensively carried on in 
Guzerat, and concurs with Colonel Hervey in the 
opinion that tlie provisions of the Penal Code are 
insufficient to cojie with the evil. Considers that 
Act XXIX of 1850, if extended throughout the 
inofuBsil, would assist judicial officers in disposing 
of such cases, and that an extra section should be 
abided, in vrhich distinct provision should be made 
for punishing persons- belonging to gangs of pro- 
fessional poisoners with transportation for life. 

Five cases occurred during 1870, 1871, and 1872. 
Thinks that the crime is prevalent to a very great 
extent in those districts, and, for reasons given, 
expresses opinion that, unless some such stringent 
measures arc adopted as suggested by Colonel 
Hervey, the crime will never be effectually sup- 
pressed. 

No cases daring tho past three years. No opinion. 

Cases rare in the district. Considers the present 
law sufficient to keep this class of offences in 
check. 

No cases in the district daring 1870, 1871, and 1872. 
Tliinks it would be highly beneficial to alter the 
law by introducing a life sentence as a punish- 
ment for this crime. 

The crime unknown in the district. Thinks it 
would be better to enlarge the scope of tho Penal 
Code than to have recourse to special legislation. 

Has not been able to find a single case from returns 
submitted by constables. Is of opinion that Act 
XXIX of 1880 may be extended to all ports of 
India with advantage. 

Tbe crime not prevalent^ only one case having oc- 
curred during the years in question. Thinks 
there is no necessity for a change in the law as 
regards his district. 



l>e8i|roatioit uf Officer, 
Superintendent of Police, Taiina 

Magistrato of Kolabft 
Magistrate of Nusik , 


SubaUinoe of Repoft 

The Clime not prevalent, only one case having oo« 
enrred during the past three years. No opinion. 

The Clime onknown in the district. No opinion^ 

Gases not common in the district. Tliinks that, 
though this h the case^ there can be little donht 
that the crime does prevail to a contiderablo 
extent. Considers there is no objection to a 
special lavr to deal with the crime, and that the 
proposal to revise the provisions of Seotion 1 of 
Act XXIX of 1850 is deserving of attention. 

Submits remarks by the Ist Assistant Collector, 
who, for reasons stated, thinks the host way of 
attaining tho object in view would Im) to exUMul 
to the crime provisions siniiiur to tlioMo applied 
in Soctbns 810 and 811 of the Indian Penal 
Code to thuggee), and also to insert a section 
under Chapter 17 of the same Code, making tho 
crime {mnishiible with ten years* rigorous impri* 
sonment and with fine. 


Superintendent of Police, Niisik . No knowledge of sneh gangs being or having been 
^ about the district. No opinion. 

Su)R'riulen^cnt of Pclice, Punch No cases of tho nature referred to during tho past 
ftlabalH. three years. 

Magistrate of Ahmed iiuggur . The crime unknown in tho district. Believes that the 

crime of murder by means of poison is more com- 
mon than is generally supposed, and is of opinion 
that the Inw with regard to tho sale of iKiisonoiis 
sulistances requires rcvimoti, and that subject to 
certain restrictions the ix>sBC8sioti of any |ioison in 
sufficient quantity to cause death should bo made 
a criminal offence. 


{Superintendent of Police, A hmednug- Tho crime quite unknown in that zillah. Thinks 

that, as far as the district is concerned, no ultor- 
aUon in the law as it now stands seoms required. 

The Mngistnite of Belgiiiim . No cases during the years 1870, 1871, and 1872 lo 

the dlstriot. Considers there is no necessity for 
making any change in the proseni state of the 
law. 


Superintciidont of Police, Belgatim No cases during the years 1870, 1871, and 1872, and 

is, therefore, not in a position to state how far 
the punishment provided in tho existing law is 
insnfiiciont. 


Magistrate of Dharwar 
.Superintendent of Police, Dharwar 


Magistrate of P<ioiia 
Superintendent of Police, Poona 


Magistrate of Sholapnr and tho 
intendeiit of PoUce^ SboUpur, 


Crimo totally unknown in the district, and therefore 
no legislation is called for. 

Six cases of poisoning with intent to rob occurred 
during the vears 1870. 1871, and 1872. None of 
these was committed hj professional poisoners 
who associated in gangs tor this purpose. Thinks 
ns the crime is unknown in that district, new 
legislation is not required. 

Coses of rare occurrence in tho district. Is of 
opinion that the Penal Code sufficiently provides 
for such cases so far as his district in concerned. 

Nino cases bronghl to notice dunng 1870, 1871, 
and 1872. Tim crime not habitual in Poona 
or its district. Advocates tho conversion of Act 
XXIX of 1860 into a law for all India. (These 
nine cases appear to be ^ the same nature as 
those reported by tbo Superintendent of Police, 
Dharwar.) 

No oases occurred during tho years 1870, 1871, and 
1872. Arc of opinion that no change is re(]utrcd 
in the law so far us that district is concerned- 
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Dcmgoafcioii of 0(He«r. 


Sabatancfl of Raport. 


Mugisiratc of Kaludgi Tho crime not prevalent in tbe district. In fact no 

fluob gniigs exiet at all in tliat part of the coun* 
try. No change in the existing law reqatred so 
far as bis district is concerned. Sees no objection 
to enhance the punishmeut laid down in Section 
328. 


Siiprrinteiidcnt of Police, Kaladgi 
Mugistmte of Hutiiugiri . 


Su])orintendout of Police, llutiiagiri 


The Magistrate of Satura 


The Superintendent of Police, Saturn 
Magistrate of Kanora 


Snporintendeui of Police, Kannra • 

Police ComiiiisBioncr, Southern Divi- 
sion. 

Police Cominissioner, Northern Divi- 
sion. 


The crime not known in the district. No opinion. 

But one case has occurred in the district since 1870. 
Is of opinion that tho law as it stands is quite 
Butheient as far as this Presidency is concern^. 

No coses in the district during 1870, 1871» and 
1872. Proposes that the present definition of a 
thug in Section 810 of the Penal Code be altered 
1>y adding the words or with intent to commit 
murder," before the words is a thng." 

The crime not at all prevalent in tlie district 
Thinks no alteration in the existing law is re- 
quired. 

The crime not prevalent in the district Fully con- 
curs in all Colonel Hervoy says. 

No cases in tlie district of late years. Is unable to 
state any opinion as to whether crimes of this 
class should be dealt with on the thuirgcc systoui. 

No cases have occurred during the yeura 1870, 1871, 
and 1872. No opinion. 

Is of opinion that there is no necessity, in the pre- 
sent circumstances of the district in tho Stuitheni 
IMvisioti, for additional legislation on the subject 

No ofnuion. 


Summary of tbe Northern Division and Southern Division Reports. 

The crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob and of associating 
in gangs for this piirpok^ appears from these reports to be of rare oeour- 
rcn(*o throughout the Northern and Southern Divisions of this Presi- 
deney. 

2. The cases reported as having occurred during the years 1870, 1871, 
and 18 i 2 arc as follows ; — 


Abmodabad 1 

Kaira 5 

Dharwar 6 

Poona . • 9 

Tanna 1 

Rntnagiri 1 


Of these, tlie only cases in which the crimes appear to have been per- 
petrated by habitual poisoners arc those of Kaira and Rutnagiri. None 
of the Dharwar cases were committed by professional poisoners, nor, so 
far as can be gathered from the reports, were those of Ahmedabad, Poona 
(one excepted), and Tanna. 

3. Tbe Magistrate and the Superintendent of Police, Kaira, think 
the crime prevalent to a very great extent in Guzerat. The Mugistrates 
of Nasik and Ahpucdnuggur mso think the crime to be more common 
than is generally supposed. 

4. The following ofiScors are of opinion that the law as it stands is 
quite sufficient 

Police Commissioner, Southern Division. 
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Magistrates of Ahmedabad, Surat, Taima, Belgaum, Dharwar, 
Poona, Sholapur, Kaladgi, Butnagiri, and Satara. 
Superintendents of Police, Ahmeduuggur, Dharwar, and Shola- 
P pur. 

5. Tlie other opinions submitted may be generally divided into— 

(1) those Vhich suppose the provisions of the Penal Code in- 

, sufficient to cope with the crime and are in favour of ex« 

• tending Act XXIX of 1850; and 

(2) those to the effect that it would be better to enlarge the 

» scope of the Penal Code than to have recourse to special 

legislation. 

The adoption of the former course is recommended by the Magis- 
trates of Kaira and Nasik, and the Superintendents of Police, Kaira, 
Broach, Poona, and Satara : and the adoption of the latter is favounnl 
by the Magistrates of Broach, Ahmednuggur, and Kaladgi; Ist Assisi- 
tani Collector, Nasik; and the Superintendents of Police, Surat and 

Kutnagiri. * 

6. Tjia under-mentioned officers have expressed no opinion on the 
• sufficiency or otherwise of the existing law : — 

The Police Commissioner, Northern Division. 

Magistrates of Khandesb, Kolaba, and Kaiiara. 

Superintendents of Police, Ahmedabuil, Khaudesli, Taiina, Nasik, 
Punch Mahals, Kaladgi, and Kanra. 

Abstract. 

Number orpaiwuiing eases during 1870, 1871, and 1872 . 23 

Number oi poisoning cases with which professiuiial poisoners 

wore conue<;tcd , 0 

Numb<‘r of officjors wlio think the present law suiftuient . 14 

Nunihor of ofliccivs who having Hubniitted no opinion nuiy he 
supposed to consider tlu* existing law sufficient . . . 11 

Nuinlwr of oIHoats who favour the oxioiiHiou of Act XXIX of . 

1850 . . • « 

Number of ofRcers in favour of enlarging the ecopo of the 
Penal Ccxlc 


SIND. 

The Commissioner in Sind reports that, from information received 
from the Magistrates and Police Superintendents of the thrc(» Sind Col- 
lectorates, it would appear that the offence of professional poisoning is 
unknown in the Province. An isolated case, he states, occurred in the 
Hyderabad District, the particulars of which have been forwarded to 
Government direct by the Superintendent of Police, Th<f Commissioner 
also forwards a report by the J udicial Commissioner in Sind, stating 
that, though agreeing with the views of Colonel Hervey in many ways, 
he does not see that he has made out a case for fresh legislation, and this 
opinion is endorsed by the Commissioner. 

The District Magistrate of Shikarpur has submitted a separate report 
to the effect that the crime is as yet unknown in the district. 

The District Superintendent of Police, Hyderabad, reports that the 
case of poisoning in that district in 1871, referred to by the Commissioner 
in Sind, was perpetrated by a fakoer, who was sentenced to seven years^ 
transportation, and states that, as regards the district under bis cnaTge, 
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iJie views of Colonel Hervcy do not recommend tliemselves as urgently 
calk'd for. 

I'lie proceedings in the case of jKiisoning ordered to be telegraphed 
for by the Honourable Mr. Gibbs are herewith submitted. In 
this ease, which occurred near Siikkur in 1854, the death of twelve 
jKirsons resulted from the administration of poison by tv«o men, apparent-- 
ly professionals, one of whom was sentenced to death, and the other dis- 
charged for want, of proof. 


Mcinoraiidimi by *1. Nitoi:nt, Ksq., Acting Under Secretary to the Government of 
JJomhiiy, Judicial Depart men t, — dated the 8th November 1873. 

The accornjjanying carefully prepared pr&is gives an accurate sum- 
mary of tlie views and reports of the officers from whom a statement of 
fa<*ts and opinion was called for in Government Resolution No. 3397 of 
20th June 1873. 

In Iheir letter No. 220 of 27th May 1873, the Government of Ihdia 
asked tlie bjiinioii of this Oovornmciit on two points, — 1st, whether the 
crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob and of associating in 
gangs for Ibis purpr)se was prevalent in this Pre8i<lency; and 2nd, 
wlietlior any alteration in the existing law affecting this class of crime 
was requisite. 

The information now obtained shows that the atiswev on the first 
point should l»e in the negative. It appears that during the throe year-s 
1870, 1871, and 1872 the total number of cases in which poison w'as 
intentionally and maliciously administered to human beings throughout 
the entire Presidency, including Sind, was 24. In twelve only, however, 
of these instancos (throe in Poona, five in Kaira, and one each in Rulna- 
giri, Tanna, Alimedabad, and Hyderabad) was the crime aj>parontlj" com- 
mitted by habitual poisonei*s, with a view to sul>sequently robbing their 
victims. ®iifi gives an avenige of foui cases per annum — a very small 
number considering the extent and population of the Presidency. It is 
noticeable that no cases of this description are njported to have occurred 
in such districts as Khandesh, Nasik, and Ahinednuggur, in which they 
might reasonably have been exj^ected to be not unfrequent if tlie offence 
was prevalent anywhere in the Presidency. Kairu is the Collectorate in 
which the largest number of cases occurred, a fact wliich may lie attri- 
buted to the comparative wealth of its population as offering inducements 
to professional poisoners to frequent the roads passing through it, and 
toils proximity to Native States, wliich arc always the favourite resort of 
criminals of this class and of habitual robbers and dacoits. The Magis- 
trate and the Superintendent of Police of the Kaira Collectorate consi- 
der that poisoning with a view to robbing prevails to a very great extent 
in Guzerat. This assumption would not, however, appear to be borne 
out by the circumstances, os only five cases occurred in the Kaira Dis- 
trict in the three years in question, but one case in Ahmedabadj and not 
a single cose m the other Giizerat Districts — Broach, Surat, and the 
Puach Mahals. On the whole, therefore, it may be considered that this 
peculiar class of crime is not prevalent in this Pi*e8idency. At the saute 
lime, however, it may be assumed that, in some instances where the 
crime has actually been committed, it has never been discovered or sue- 



147 


peeled. The person poisoned has dted> and either his body has dis- 
appeared entirely^ or he was found senseless on the roadj or in a dhurma- 
shalla and dying ; his death lias been attributed to a fit^ sun-stroke diseasej 
snake-bite^ or other accident. How many such cases may have occurred 
it is imix>8sible to say, but there is no proof that their number is consi- 
derable. 

On the second point, the necessity for any modification of tiie existing 
law with a view to enhancing the punishment which may be awarded to 
poisoueraHiy profession, the opinions of the officers consulted vary greatly. 

large proportion hold that the law, as it at present stands, meets all 
requirements, though it would seem that some at least of them do so, 
because either they have had no experience of the crime, or liecause of its 
non-cxistcncc or rarity in the districts 5b which they are serving. Othera 
agree with Colonel Hervey in thinking that the law as it now is does not 
provide a sutheient punishment for offenders of this class. Colonel Hervey 
states thaCthe highest punishment which can be siwardtHl is that under 
Section ten years* imprisonment and line (assuming, of eourse, 

that ^eath is not the resul t of the poisoning, when the poisoner could be tried 
.for murdtef). Tt is to be noticed that, sis observed by the Oovernmeni of 
India, Section 307 might l>e applicable. The crime might also, as stated 
by Mr. F. \lelvill, be tried under Section (“causing hurt in commit- 
ting or attempting to commit robliery "), for vvhi<;h the punishment may 
Ih' trunsjKirtation for life, or, if a second oH*eneo, under Section 75 and 
Section 3(0 or 304, when also transportation for life might be awarded. 
The U luler-Secrctary , therefore, donhts whether any alteration of the law 
is requinnl, and, if any is to hi mtule, thinks it would be sufticient to add 
to Section 32S some such words as these— and if theofleiiee intended to 
he coniiniUed, or of which the commission is intended to be facilitated, is 
Iheff-, shall be punished with imprisonment of cither description fora tenn 
wfiich may extend to fourteen years, or with transportation for life, and 
shall also be liable line.** This would lie clear and unuiistakoable, and 
would so far meet Colonel Ilervey^s wishes. 

As far as the Bombay Presidency is concerned, it would not appear 
necessary, judging from the comparative paucity of offences of this 
nature, and the absence, as far as is known, of any organised gangs 
of professional poisoners, to deal with criminals of this class on the 
thuggee system. 


From A. Mackenzie. Officiatini; SeiTffUry to Iho (jovernaieut of Bon^at, 

Judicial Dei>artment, to tlio Secretary to the Gtoreruiaeut of India, Homo l>epart- 
ment, —No. 3903, dated the 30th August 1873. 

I am now directed to reply to Officiating Under Secretary Mr, 
Plowdea*8 letter No. 441, dated the 47tli May last, with its enclosure, 
asking for the Lieat6uant-Governor*s opinion as to whether the crime 
of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and of assoqjating in gangs 
for this purpose, is prevalent in Bengal ; whether the Lieutenant- 
Governor would recommeud that crime of this class should be dealt with 
on the Thuggee (Approver) system, and whether His Hopour would 
advise any alteratiou in the existing law for its suppression. 
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2. Though no positive proofs have been brought to notice of late 

years that poisoning by gangs is systematically carried on^ yet cases 
have occurred in sufficient numbers to shoiv that the crime of poisoning 
exists ; and it may possibly be that gangs flourish and work without 
detection in certain parts of the country where these cases generally 
occur, viz*j in Behar and on the pilgrim routes. i 

3. Assuming that gangs do or may exist, the Lieutenant-Governor 

is of opinion that the approver system is perhaps theonly way of getting 
at them and breaking them up, if it is thoroughly well worked and 
supervised ; otherwise it is most injurious. . 

4. I am to observe that the Lieutenant-Governor is very strongly of 
opinion that the maximum punishment for the ofience described in 
Section 323 of the Penal Code should be raised, as proposed, by adding 
transportation for life to the penalties already provided in that section, 
and that the opportunity should be taken to raise the maximum punish- 
ment for all attempts at murder under Section 307, whether hurt be 
actually caused or not. Many attempts are just as criminal as mi\rder, 
yet the maximum punishment which it is now legal to awjard is ten 
years' imprisonment when the assassin who Area the shot or aims the i 
blow misses his intended victim by an inch. 


From C. A. Elliott. Enq.. Secrolary to the (iroveniment of the Western Pro- 
vinces, to the Seeretiiry to the Government of India, Home Department,— 
!No. 205, date<l Allababad. the 19ib August 1873. 

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 222, 
dated 27th May last, with enclosure, requesting an expression of His 
Honour the Lieutenant-Governor's opinion whether tlie present law is 
sufllcicut to cope with the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to 
rob, or whether the crime should be dealt with on the system which was 
employed for the suppression of thuggee. 

2. In reply I am to say that the Lieutenant-Governor, after con- 
Biiliiug the most experienced officers in the North-Western Provinces, is 
of opinion that the introduction of any special agency or system is 
unnecessary. Professional poisoning is not known in these Provinces 
to ail extent calling for any special measures ; and when practised it is 
by individuals, and not by gangs, and it is only where a number of 
persons are associated in crime that the approver system can be worked 
effectively. 

3. As regards the sufficiency of the present law, His Honour con- 
siders that the Penal Code, as it stands, is severe enough, for it is 
scarcely possible that poison could be administered without causing 
hurt \ and if hurt is caused, the crime falls under Section 307 of the Code, 
and the penalty is transportation for life. 


From T. H« Thobnton, Esq., D.C.L., Secxetaiy to the Ooveroment of the Panjab, 
V to the Secreiat}' io the Government of India, Home Department, — No. 3976, dated 
Lahore, the 24th October 1873* 

In reply to your letter No. 233, dated the 27th May last, enquiring 
whether the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob is prevalent 
in this Province, I am direct^ to forward the accompanying copy of a 
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report from the iDspector-Oeueral of Police, ^shovriog the number oi 
cases of this class of crime which have occurred in the Punjab during the 
past thirteen years. It will be seen that such offences cannot be said to 
be prevalent in this part of India. 

2. With regard to the remarks in your concluding paragraphs, I am 
to state tliat the view expressed by Colonel Hutchinson in the 7th para- 
graph of bis letter, as to Section S94 of the Indian Penal Code being 
applicable to cases of robbery by poison, appears to the Lieutenant- 
Governor correct. In such case, so far at least as this Province is 
, concerned, His Honour cousiders that the present means of coping with 
the cinme in questiem are quite sufficieut, and that no fresh legislation on 
the subject is needed. 

Prom Lieutenant-Colowbl G. Hittchinson, C.SJ., Inspeotor-General of Police, 

Punjab, to the Secretary to the Government of tlie Punjab,— No. 213—2602, 

dated Lahore, the 29th September 1873. 

With reference to your letter No. 2338 of I4*th June last, asking for 
my opinion as to whether the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to 
, rob, and*of associating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent in the 
Punjab, I. have the honour to express my regret at the letter having 
been mislaid for some time, and therefore this delay in replying. 

2. I have not apparently received Colonel Hervey^s letter, but I have 
the letter by the Government of India, No. 223 of 27 tb May, and with 
reference to it I submit the following remarks 

3. The Government of India takes up two distinct subjects— 

I,— Thuggee as defined in Section 310, Indian Penal Code. 

II.— Administering stupefying drugs with intent to cause hurt 
and to facilitate the commission of an offence. 

4. As regards thuggee defined by the Penal Code thus— 

Section 310 . — ^Whoever at any time after the passing of this 

Act shall have been habitually aesociated with any other or others for the 
purposes of committing robbery or child-stealiug by means of or accom^ 
panied with murder^ is a thug.*" 

—the records of this Province since 1861 show that there has been no 
regular case which complied with the two great conditions constituting 
a thug— 

I . — TlaUiually associated with any other or others. 

II. — By means of or accompanied with murder. 

The section evidently contemplates a class of men like the old thug, 
who always attempted to kill his victim before he plundered him, with 
whom murder was, if he could effect it, his first step invariably. 

6. As regards' the offence of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, 
you will observe by my Circular No. SSiof 1878 that this Department 
has erroneously been exhibiting all such cases under Section 828, and 
neglecting the far greater power of the law under Sections 394 and 897. 
Also you will perceive from the wording of Section 328 that it may 
include many cases of poisoning vvhere there was no inl^ut to rob, and 
therefore that it cannot be taken as showing oafy cases where 
was the object. 

6. However, in this Province, as hitherto, the error has been made 
of being contented with prosecution under Section 828 when robbery 
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rollowcd, iiifttofld of under Section 394. I can only ahow all cases under 
Section 328^ and not only those in which the poison was administered to 
commit an ofiPence — 


In im) 

. 41 caAOfl, 

In 1867 . 

. 43 casesi. 

„ 1861 

. 60 

1868 . 

. 49 .. 

„ 1862 

. 56 .. 

„1869 . 

. 48 

„ 1863 

. . 34 „ 

„ 1870 . 

. 77 

„ 1864 

. 33 „ 

.,1871 . 

. 69 

1806 

. 46 

i „ 1872 . 

. 48 „ 

„ 1866 

. 44 .. 




These fi^»^nres do not show the oflence is increasing. 

7. 1 do not understand the omission in paragraph 3 of the letter by 
Oovernraent of India of Section 394 as applicable to robbery by poison. 

When poison is administered for the object of plundering, surely it 
may be assumed that the giving the poison constituted the offence 
known as harty p(?rehancc even grievous hurt. Now under Section 394 
if hurt is voluntarily caused when committing or attempting to commit 
robbery, a sentence of transportation for life can be given. 

This seems quite to meet the cases of poisoning for plunder. 

8. If this is not admitted, a section might be added to the Penal 
Code declaring the administration of poison with intent to rob, to be 
hurt within the meaning of Section 394. 

9. 1 do not perceive the necessity as yet for any special inacliinery 
to prevent or detect such cases other than what every Local Oovernment 
possesses, by selecting detective officers for the duty. 


From IT, .1. Sparks*, Esq,, Offiokting Siwtaiy to the (Jhief Commissioner of Oudh, to 
the SivMary 1o the Government of India, Home Department,- No. 3141, dut^l 
Lucknow, the 27th Judo 1873. 


of 


lnfl|>cctor.( rcneral 
Police, No, 63 — 
dftUHl 1 0th iuHtniit. 

Judicial Cuinnn!%sionor, 
No. 1613, dated 
instant. 


T am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 224, 
dated 27th ultimo, on the subject of habitual 
poisoning with intent to rob, and asscKjiating in 
gangs for the puiq^ose, and in reply to submit, for 
the information of His Excellency the Governor 
General in ('ouncil, copies of the letters noted in 
the margin, from the J udicial Commissioner and 
Inspector-General of Police. 

2. Both those oflict'rs agree that the crime is not prevalent in Oudh. 

8. The InsjH'ctor-Gencral of Police thinks that it might be as well 
to try the approver system in any province in w^hich the crime is found to 
boon the increase, and the Officiating Judicial Commissioner is of opinion 
that tliis class of crime should be dealt with on the thuggee system. 
The Officiating Chief Commissioner also thinks that it should be thus 
dealt with wherever it is evident that the crime is in full force and the 
work of pi'ofessionals. 

4. Mr. Currie considers that the punishment allowed by law is 
insufficient, and he would add a proviso to Section 828 of the Indian 
Penal Code, making the administering 1>f drugs by an habitual poisoner 
punishable with transportation for life. The Officiating Chief Com* 
missioner is of opinion that this alteration in the law would be an im- 
provement, though, as far as this Province is concerned, there is no im- 
mediate necessity for it. 
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Prom Ltkutvitakt-Oolokbl Jl H. M. iLiTKEK. V.C., Inspectoi^Geiienil of Police, 

Oudb, to the Officiatinjf Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Oudh,— 

No. 53 — ^2689, dated the lOth June 1873. 

In reply to your No. 2818 of 7th June 1873, forwarding No, 22i of 
22nd May 1873, from Under Secretary to Government of India, Ifome 
De|)artment, and enclosure, I beg to report as follows. 

I forward a return of all the cases of robbery by poison which have 
occurred in the Province of Oudh during the years 1870, 1871, 1872, 
and ihe^iirsi months of 1873. 

2. It will be seen that the crime cannot bo said to be prevalent in 
the Province of Oudh. The Police have during the liist 3i years act^ 
vigorously and successfully in tlie detection of the crime, and it may bo 
said, as regards the last 2^ years, that prevention has also btMui snccessrul. 

3. In 18 70,out of eighteen eases reported, thirteen resulted in conviction. 
In 1871, out of seven cases reported, four resulted in convictions and 
one wiis pending. In 1872, eleven cases were reported (throe of these 
cases were not for robbery), and in eight cases conviction followed. 
ln*the first half of 1873, three cases were n'ported, — one was an unsuc- 
cessfuL fittempt, and in the two remaining cases apprehensions were 
effected by Police, and the prisoners have been committed to sessions. 

4. It will therefore he seen that, as far ns this Province is concerned, 
the present state of the law and action of the regular Police has not been 
insufficient to cope with the crime. My experience of the thuggee luid 
da(‘oitee approvers, who were for some time attached to this Police, was 
not favoural)le. They were returned to Jubbnlpore, after some years^ 
trial, as being iierfoctly useless. 

5. But I am of opinion that, should the crime in any province in- 
crease to a considerable extent, it would probably be advisable to try 
the approver system, — that is, to carry out Section 307 of the Penal Code, 
by sentencing to transportfition for life some of the convicted criminals 
and then rnaJking them approvers. 

The old approvers of the Thuggee Establishment did not know the 
criminals of the present day, but this waul of knowledge would not 
attach to criminals now eouvicted. I think the successful action of the 
Oudh Police in 1870, 1871, and 1872 broke up any gangs of professional 
poisoners in this Province, if such existed, but 1 do not think the crime 
is generally carricxl on by gangs. 


Memorandum Hltewittg the nnmher ofCaHea reported in JS70, 1871, 1872, and 1873. 
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From C. Currie, Esq., Officiatinji' Judicial CommiHsioner of Oudh, to the Officiatinjjf 

ScKsretary to the Chief Commissioner of , Oudh,— No. 1513, dated Lucknow, tbc 

23rd June 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 2817, dated 7th June 1873, forwarding 
for an expression of my opinion copy of a letter, No. 224, dated 27th 
May last, from tlie Government of India, Home Department, with its 
enclosure, regarding the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, 
and of associating in gangs for the purpose, I have the honour to state, 
for the information of the Chief Commissioner, that, so far as I Lave 
been able to gather from the judicial criminal returns, the crimes specified 
are not prevalent in this Province. 

2. 1 am, however, of opinion that the punishment which it is now 
legal to award is insufficient to suppress the crime of professional poison- 
ing where it may prevail ; and had Act XXIX of 1S50 not been repealed 
by A<jt VIII of lS68, I should have 8upj)oried Colonel Hcrvey's recom- 
mendation for its extension. It is, however, one tiling to extend a law 
and anolber to re-enact with extended scope a rejiealed law. 

3. The addition of a proviso to Section 328, Penal Code, to 'Ibe 

following effect would, I think, meet the case : And if thcr jioison, 

drug, or other thing as aforesaid, be administered by any one who c‘aii 
be proved to be an habitual poisoner, or to have been habitually assu- 
eiated with any other or others for this purpose, he shall be punisliiKi 
with transportation for life and shall also be liable to 

4. In conclusion, 1 am of opinion that crime of this class should bo 
dealt with on the thuggee system. No accompaniments. 


FromJ.W. Neill, Esq., Officiating Swrotary to tlie Chief OomituHsionor of the 

C/Vntml Provinces, to the Secretary to the (lovernnient of India, Homo department, 

No. 2339 — 112, dated Nagpur, the 19th July 1873. 

Ill reply to your letter No. 226, dated 27th May, forwarding copy of 
a letter from Colonel Horvey, General Superintendent of Operations for 
the Suppression of Thuggee and Daeoitee, in which that officer argues 
that the punishment awurdablc to persons guilty of the offencci of 
administering poison in order to roh is not so great as it would be expe- 
dient to make it, I am directed to answer the enquiries made by you, and 
to submit the Chief Commissioner's opinion on tlie subject generally. 

2. The accompanying letter from the Inspector-General of Police in 
these Provinces shows that, in them, the offence of robbery by poison or 
drugging is not common. Only eight offences were reported in the last 
four years. In these cases also the offence was committed, and, so* 
far as is generally known, the offence is committed, by two or three 
persons only, and not by a gang; and we have no reason to believe 
that gangs or associations of persons exist, who make a living by 
committing robbery in this fashion. So far, then, as the Central Pro- 
vinces are concern^, no change in the existing law is necessar}\ As 
i-egards the more genera/ question of the sufficiency of the present law 
to keep down crime of the kind unde^ discussion, I am to say that 
Colonel Hervey's« arguments do not eomince the Chief Commissioner 
that the present law is in any way defective, or unable to do all that he 
aims at. His argument is briefly this : that poisoning or drugging for 
the sake of robbery is committed by gangs of men associated together 
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fc)r that particular purpose^ that they can only be bunted up and 
discovered by adopting the approver system ; and that, unless persons 
convicted of the offence of poisoning or drugging with a view to robbery 
are punished with transportation for life at the least, they wtU not turn 
approvers* 

3. The Chief Commissioner must assume that Colonel Hervey has 
evidence to show that there are associations of men who combine to 
commit this class of offence, and if this is so, it is extremely probable 
that the* approver system would be the most effective in breaking up 
these associations and bringing their members to justice; but then 
Mr* Morris cannot but think that the existing law is quite suflicieut in 
the punishment it allows to induce men to turn approvers, rather than 
undergo the punishment to which they have on conviction been sen- 
teuced. Ten years is the maximum term of imprisonment that can, 
under Section 3n7 of the Penal Code, be given for an attempt to murder 
that does not result in hurt to any person. 

Jl. Ten years^ imprisonment and fine is also the maximum punish- 
ment, under Section 328, for administering a stupefying drug with 
intent to* hurt. 

5. But Colonel Hervey has apparently overlooked that when attempt 
at murder results in luivt to any pt^rson, tlie penalty is or may be trans- 
portation for life. This should prove sufficient to 860111*0 a severe punisli- 
meui in all really serious cases of poisoning, for hurt is defined under 
the Penal (>)de as tlio causing of bodily pain, disease, or infirmity to any 
]>erson, and hurt could scarcely fail to be oecasionod in any serious case 
of poisoning. 

6. In serious cases, then, the Chief Commissioner apprehends that, 
even under the law as it is at present, sentences for transportation for 
life could be obtained against poisoners. 

7. Again, it can scarcely be necessary that all persons cdnvicted of poi- 
soning or drugging with a view to robbery should be turned in^ approvers, 
and such approvers as are required might come either from those convicted 
of the offence whose sentence is transportation for life, or from such as arc 
sentenced for shorter period as look upon their sentence of imprisonment 
as a worse evil than the becoming approvers. Ten years’ imprisonment 
in an Indian jail is certainly no light punishment, and one which most 
people would be willing to evade if they had an opportunity offered them. 
Lastly, if transportation for life were made the punishment for all 
persons convicted of poisoning or drugging with intent to rob, there 
would be a strong inducement to such poisoners to make sure of their 
victims so as to secure themselves against being recognised by persons 
recovering from the effects of poisoning, for even if convicted of murder 
they would have a good chance of escaping the gallows and being sen- 
tenced to the minor punishment of transportation for life, which would 
be their punishment for a mild case of poisoning. 

8. In the Central Provinces the Chief Commissioner is of opinion 
no special legislation and no cflkDge of the law is necessary ; and should 
special legislation or an alteration of the law Ije necessary elsewhere, 
he scai'cely thinks that it would do to accept the proposals of the 
General Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression of Tbu^ee 
and Dacoitee. 
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Frojn CuioNlTL H. D. Tatlor, In^p^tor-General of Police, Central Provinoee, to 
the Secretar 3 f to the Chief OoinmiKsionef of the Central Pivvinccs, — No. 372®, 
<latfd Nflf^pur, the 4th J uly 1873. 


1 have the honour to reply to your memorandum No. 1959 — 92 , 
daixid J8th ultimo, giving cover to copy of letter No. 225 of 17th May, 
from the St*cretary to Government of India, with enclosure, on the 
subject of Colonel Hervey^s proposal to deal with the crime of pro- 
fessional j)oisoning on the approver system, which w'as applied so success- 
fully to thuggee when the crime was prevalent. • 

With reference to the enquiry by the Government of India, made 
in the 1st paragraph of the Secretary's letter. 
In 1809 three oiflCB. the marginal statement of the number of 


111 1870 iwu cases. 
Ill 1871 iKine. 

Tu 1872 three cases. 


eases of professional poisoning that have been 
reported to the Police during the last four 
years will show that the crime is infrequent 


in the Central Provinces. During these four years there wi.tc eight cases 


in all, and of these one was a very doubtful one. In one case only the 
jioisoiiing resulted in death. As a rule, professional poisoners do not fisit 
the Central Provinces in gangs; they usually go either aleme or in 


parties of two or three. In one of the above eight cases there was a 
gang of seven persons, in one case a party of three persons, in two cases 
there were two j)crsons in each, in three eases one person only in each, 


and in one the number is unkmiwn. 


3. As regards Cohuiel llervey's proposals, our experience of this 
particular crime is happily so small in the Central Provinces that any 
opinion I may offer can hardly be of much value. So far a.s this Province 
is concerned, 1 think the Police are able to cope with the professional 
poisoners under the existing laws. In provinces where the crime is rife 
and im'reasing, it may be desirable to apply to it the system of approvers, 
by m<.'ans of ;which thuggee was suppressed, and it seems logical to 
su))pose that the system will be equally successful against the one as 
against the other if worked with the same intelligence, and if, as in the 
case of the thugs, the poisoners jjssociate in large gangs, or are generally 
known to one another. So far as my own experience goes, and as shown 
ubovo, they do not habitually go about in gangs, but either singly or in 
small parties of twos and threes ; still they may be known to, and have 
communication with, each other all over the country. The sort of free 
masonry that exists all over India between criminal fraternities practis- 
ing the same description of crime, would lead one to expect that such 
will be found amongst poisoners. Upon this subject, no doubt, Colonel 
Hervey will be fully informed. 

4. Should it be considered expedient to apply the approver system on 
an extended scale to professional poisoning, then I think Colonel Hervey ^ 
baa shown in liis letter that it is desirable to make some provision to 
bring the poisoners under enhanced panishment, if, as ho thinks, the law 
as it stands does not already provide what he wants. When death is the 
result, the poisoner can of course be charged with and sentenced for 
murder, but in m&ny cases, particularly when dhatoora is employod, the 
victim not only recover, but sustains no permanent injury ; and this being 
the case, I suppose it would be difficult in many instances and before 
some Magistrates to convict the accused of having caused 'Hiurt.'' 
But for this difficulty the law^ as it exists, appears quite sufficient to meet 
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Colonel Hervey's demands ; for the latter part of Section 307 of the 
Indian Penal Code provides that, if any person causes by doing; 

an act with the knowledge that if death ensued from the act he would be 
guilty of murder, he should be liable to transportation for liBe--a punisb- 
ment which seems sufficiently severe to enable the Thuggee Department 
to secure the services of reliable approvers. 

0. Should the Government of India think it desirable to apply the 
approver system to professional poisoners, all then that seems necessary 
in ordtT to cany out Colonel Hervey^s rec^ommendation ap|)ear8 to be an 
enactment that every professional criminal administering stupefying 
drugs shall lie considered to perform an act causing “ liiirt/^ such ^ is 
contemplated in Section 807 of the Indian Penal Code, and shall be liable 
the punishment therein prescribed for the same. 


From C. B. CooKK, Esq., Assistant Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of British 
Biimia» to the Secretary to ilie Government of India. Home J)»q)nrtine«t,— 
No. 1187—282, dated Kau;;oon, the 18th October 1873. 

• 1 am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 230, 
dated* 27th May 1873, forwarding a copy of correspondence from the 
(leneral. Superintendent of Operations for the Suppression of Thuggee 
ami Dacoitee, and enquiring whether the crime of habitual poisoning with 
intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for this purpose, is prevalent 
in this Province. 


2, In reply I am directed to enclose a copy of the replies* from the 

officers who were con- 

* 1. No. fiO — 14, datod 41h August 1873, from Com- 
nuHHiomar of Pegn, with enclosuros. 

2. No. 701—16, datud 16th July 1878, from Jiidicinl 
Coininiwiioner. 

3. No. 115, dated 30th Juno 1873, from CommisHionor 
of 'reniuiserim* 

4. No. 34, dated lOth July 1873, from CotnTnissioner of 
Arakan. 

6. No. 302, dated 7th October 1873, from liiH|iCotor- 
Oenerul of Polire. 


suited on the subject, 
from which it will bo 
seen that systematic 
poisoning with intent 
to rob, such as prevails 
ill India, is almost 
unknown in Burma, 


and that consequently 
no change in the existing law is required as far as this Province is 
concerned. 


From the CommisHioner of Pegu, to theSecrotanr to the Chief ComroiBaionerof Britiah 
Burma, — ^No, 60 — 14, dated the 4th Auguat 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 713 — 282 of the 25tli June, on the subject 
of poisoning with intent to rob, I have the honour to submit reports 
from district officers as below : — 

From Magistrate, No. 40, dated 4tb June 1873. 

„ Rangoon, No. 57 — 2, dated Sth July 1873. 

„ Bassein, No. 199, dated llth July 1873. 

„ Henzada, No. 133—4, dated 29tli July 1873. 

„ Prome, No. 139 — 3, dated llth July 1873. 

„ Thayetmyo, No. 230, dated llth July 1873. 

2. The crime alluded to is not common in this Division, and it is 
certainly never committed by persons associating in gangs for this 
purpose. 

3. Captain Street notices a single case in which some staf^fying 
drug was given to a family in order to facilitate the commission of a 
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theft, nncl in an appeal now before roe from the Assistant Commissioner 
of Henaada, I find a theft was committed on some 1>oatmeti after drug- 
ging them in a friendly manner ; but, as I Lave said, the crime is a very 
uncommon one. 


From the Magistrate of the Town of Rangoon, to the Commissioner of^Pegu, — No. 40, 
dated Rangoon, the 4th June 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 66 — 7, Judicial Department (Criminal) 
of the 27th June last, I have the honour to inform you that since I have 
been in Rangoon I have never heard of a case of poisoning with intent 
to rob, and of men associating in gangs for such a purpose. 


From the Deputy Commissioner of Rangoon, to the Commissioner of Pegu, — No. 

67—2. dated the 8th July 1873. 

In reply to your Judicial Department No. 66 — 2, dated 271h June 
1873, 1 have the lionour to inform you that I have not heard oi‘^i single 
case of the kind referred to. 

Since the receipt of your letter a c-ise has coraebefore me, in which 
some stupefying drug was given to a family in order to facilitate the com- 
mission of a theft. This occurred in the Syriam township, but it is the 
first case of the kind whicli has been reported. 


From the Deputy Commissioner of Basscin. to the Commissioner of Pegu, — No. 199, 

dated the llih July 1873. 

With reference^o your Judicial Department No. 66—3, dated 27th 
ultimo, I have the honour to report that not a single case of poisoning 
.with intent to rob, or of gangs associating for such a purpose, has been 
heard of in this district. 


From the Deputy Commissioner of Henzada, to the Commissioner of Pegu, — No. 133 — 
4, dated Henzada, the 29th July 1873. 

Your letter. Judicial (CHminal) No. 66 — 4 of 27th ultimo, enquiring 
whether cases of poisoning with a view to rob are common. 

No cases of the kind arc known in this district. 

I have never heard of one since I have been in Burma. 

Happily cases of poisoning in Burma are very rare. 

I have bad a case lately in which gunja was put in a curry, and the 
property of the persons stupefied thereby was stolen during the night ; 
and 1 remember another similar cose occurring years ago. Such, how- 
ever are exceptions. 

From the Deputy Commissioner of Prome, to the Commissioner of Fegn, — ^No. 139 — 3, 
dated Prome, the 11th July 1873. 

* 

With reference to your letter. Judicial Department, No. 66 — 5 
(Criminal), dated S7th June 1878, I have the honour to report tliat the 
crime of poisoning with intent to rob is not practised in this district. 
Not a single case has been reported daring the last two years. 
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From the Officiating Deputy Commissioner of Thi^etrayo, to the Commuaioner of 
Pegu,— No. 230, dated Thayetmyo, the II th July 1873. 

In reply to yoor Judicial Department No. 66 — 6, dated 27th June^ I 
have the honour to report that neither in this district nor in any part of 
it is the crime of poisoning with intent to rob^ and associating in gangs 
for the purpose^ prevaleutj and that no instances of the commission of 
that crime are known to have occurred. 


From the Judicial Commissioner of British Burma, to the Secretary to the Chief 
Commissioner of British Burma,— -No. 701—46, dated Kangoon, the 15th July 
1873. 

In reply to the Assistant Secretary's letter No. 715 — 282, Judicial 
(Criminal), dated 25th ultimo, forwarding copy of letter No. 226, dat^ 
27th May 1873, with its enclosure, from the Home Secretary to the 
Government of India, I have the honour to state that, so far as I am 
aware, systematic poisoning with intent to rob, and associating in gangs 
for that purpose, do not exist in this province. 


From the 'Commissioner of Tenasserim, to tho Officiating^ Se(<retary to the Cliief 
Commissioner of British Burma,— No. 116, dated Moulmein, the 30th June 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 7H — 282, Judicial Depairtment (Criminal), 
dated 25th instant, with enclosures, I have the honour to report that the 
crime of poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating in gangs for 
that purpose, is not prevalent in any part of this Division. 


From the CoramisHionor of Arakan, to tho Secretary to thj||lhief CommiBsioner of 
British Burma,— No. 34, dated Akyab, the 16th July 1873. 

Referring to your letter No. 712 — 282 of the 25th ultimo, I have the 
honour to state, for the information of the Chief Commissioner of British 
Burma, that the crime of poisoning with intent to rob, and of associating 
ill gangs for this purpose, is not prevalent in any part of this Division, 


From Lieutenivt-Colonxl J. C. Hamilton, Officiating InB|)ector-General of Police, 
British Burma,— No. 302, dated Rangoon, tho 7th October 1873. 

In reply to the inquiry mentioned in your letter No. 716 — 282 of 
25th June 1873, regarding the prevalence of the crime of poisoning 
with intent to rob, I have the honour to report that I have made special 
inquiry of all the Superintendents of Police in the Province, and their 
replies are distinct ; they state the crime is unknown in British Burma. 

1 have examined the criminal reports of the Province from 1861 to 
date, and can only find three oases approaching the crime in question, 
one in which a Mahomedan had lost property and induced a native 
drug-dealer to administer a preparation to discover the thief; a second 
in which two Chinamen to plunder a boat administered drugs ; a third 
where a native of India administered poison to obtaiif possession of the 
daughter of the person poisoned. In all three cases conviction followed# 

The nse of drugs with intent to rob is, I may safely say, unknown in 
the Province, and as a means to the commission of crime against property 
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or life is not likely to be resorted to by Burmese^ or any of the indi- 
genous races. Within the period — thirteen vears,— embraced in the 
inquiry I have made, regarding the crime of auininistering drugs, only 
twelve cases have occurred, including the three quoted, and these 
generally of a petty nature. 


Fi'oiu li. W. Wellkklrt, Enq., Officiating Secretary to the Chief CoiiunisHioner of 
Coorg, to A. C. Lyall. Esq., Secretary to the Government of India, Home DeparU 
luent,— No. 301 — 21 d., dated Bangalore, the 14th August 1873. 

In acknowledging receipt of your letter No. 227, dated 27th May 
1873, I have the honour, by direction of the Chief Commissioner, to 
state that during tlie past five years the cases of poisoning under Sec- 
tion 328 of the Indian Penal Code reported by the Police were — 

In Coorg , 1 in 1868. lu Mysore 11 in 1870. 

In Mysore . 12 „186S. 3 .. 1S7J. 

. 15 .. 1869. 6 1872. 

2. As regards Coorg the prevalence of this crime does not /jail for 
any change in the existing law. 

3. Looking, however, to tlie peculiar character of the crime, and the 
fact that it is pru.ctis(‘d to a serious extent in some parts of India, the 
Chief Commissioner is of oj>inion that it should be treated with excep- 
tional severity, and eoneurs with the Judicial Commissioner of this Province 
ill thinking that, with regard to the punishment prescribed by Section 
328 of the Penal Code, the erimiiuil courts should have it in their power 
to inflict, when necessary, sentence of death or transportation for lile 
in cases of poisoning, as proposed by Colonel C. Hervey. 


From J. I). Gorpon, Esq., Judicial CrnnmiHsioncr of C<K>rg, to II. W. Welle.sm.t, 
Enq., Official iiu; Secretary to the Chief Cummissiuiier of Coorg, — No. 1026 129, 

dated Banguloiv, the 5th August 1873. 

In reply to your letter No. 165 — 15, dated 10th June 1873, I have 
the honour to forward liercwith, for tlie information 
of the Chief Commissioner, an extract* from a 
letter from the Superintendent of Coc^rg, No. 2, dated 20th July 1873. 

2. During the last five years there was in Coorg only one case of 
poisoning with intent to rob reported in 1868. 

3. With regard to the punishment prescribed by Section 328 of the 
Penal Code, I am of opinion that the criminal eimrts sb<»uld have it in 
their power to inflict, when necessary, sentence of death or transportation 
for life in eases of poisoning, in the manner proposed by Colonel C. 
Ilervey. 


Extract, paragraphs 4 and 5, from a letter from the Superintendent of Coorg,--*No. 2, 

dated 26th July 1873. 

4. In 1868 the Subadar of the Nanjarnpaina Talook brought to 
notice a case in which two travellers had been robbed after being 
poisoned. They recovered from the effects of the poison, but the man 
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who administered it made away with property valned at B 84 80 while 
the men were lying inaendible. The criminal was nut traced. 

6 . 'fhough Coorg has hitherto been comparatively free from the 
crime of poisoningj it is, 1 thinkj advisable to make the offence punish* 
able with death or transportation for life. It is a more heinous offence 
than robbery with violence, and the offenders are more likely to escape. 


From Mmoi W. Tweedib. First Assistant Resident at Kvderabad> to A. C. LviLL, 
Esq., Secretary to the Ooveniment ot‘ India, Homo department,— No. 86, datod 
Hyderabad, the 18th Septomhor 1873. 


The Resident has the honour, in reply to Mr. Under Secretary Plowden's 

letters marginally noted, to submit, for the 
2^* information of His Excellency the Viceroy 

and Governor General in Council, the ac- 
companying reports received from the Commissioners of East and West 
Berar and the Inspector-General of Police, Hyderabad Assigned Districts, 
on^the subject of the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and 
of associating in gangs for that purpose. 

iJ. It will be perceived from these reports that, as far at least as the 
Hyderabad Assigned Districts are eonccrncHl, no grounds are at present 
discoverable such as would indicate the prevalence of this crime. On the 
contrary, only throe coses falling under that head are reported to have 
been recorded since December 1870, the particulars of each of which will 
be found in the report by the Inspector-General of Police, which forms 
an accom])aniinent to this letter. As regards the punishments awarded 
in those cas(? 8 , Mr, Saunders is disposed to concur with Major Millett in 
attribuLiug the seemingly mild sentences which worejiasscci in regard to 
them, rather to a lenient view taken by the Judge nnuself, than to any 
inherent inadequacy on the part of the law itself to cope with offences of 


this nature. 

8 . As regjirds Berar, therefore, there would appear to exist no oir- 
cnmslances pointing to the necessity for offences of the class under notice 
being dealt with under any special form of procedure resembling that 
obtaining in the Thuggee and Dacoitee Suppression Department, nor 
does any alteration of the existing law on the subject ap[)ear called for. 


From J, Axlabdtck, Esq., Officiating CoimnrsHioner, EjihI IJiu-ar, to Major W. 

Tweedie. Firi»t AHHwtaut llc*HMleutat Hyderabad,— No. 2844J, datiul Umraoti, tbo 

3rd September 1873. 

In acknowledging the receipt of your Nos. 3f)6 and 546 of the 7ih 
June and 8 th July 1873, respectively, calling for re|)ort on the subjctjl 
of the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, I have the honour 
to state that in this Division the crimo in question is not prevalent. 

2 . I do not say that, a case of this sort never occurs, but very lately 
a case of poisoning with intent to rob was tried by rhe Deputy Commis- 
sioner, Umraoti ; it was, however, a solitary and rare case, and the criminal 
was a man belonging to Upper India. 

3. I do not think that any extraordinary or special measures other 
than those already pixivided by law to meet such cases are required for 
Berar. 
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From Major James G. BfiliiL, Officiatiiig Commissioner, West Berar, to Majob W. 
Tvtekdie, First Assistant Resident at Hyderabad, — No. 3228, dated Akola, the 
5tii September 1873. 


With reference to the correspondence received with your No. 647, 

dated 8th July 1873, I have the honour 
to state, for the information of the Resi«> 
dent, that from the reports^ received from 
District Officers, which are enclosed, it 
would appear the crime of habitual poison* 
ing with intent to rob, and of associating 
ill gangs for this purpose, cannot be said 
to be prevalent in this Division of the As- 
signed Districts, and 1 am, therefore, of opinion that the law as it is at 
present is quite sufficient to meet such oflcnccs as are alluded to in the 
correspoiidcuce under reply. 


• Prom Deputy CommiSBioncr, 
Akola, No. 1163 U— C, dated 2ud 
Auiafuat 1873. 

From Deputy CommiRs'ioncr, Bnl- 
dann, No. lUHU, dated 2l8t August 
1873. 

From Assistant Commissioner, 
Bassim, No. 1998, dated 23rd Au* 
gust 1873. 


From R. Bullock, ’Esq., Officialing Deputy Commissioner, Akola District, to M a: or 
James G. Bell, Olli:. Comrni«siom*r, West Berar,— No. 1163 C — D., dated Akola, 
the 2Tid August 1873. 

I have the honour, in reply to your No. 2642, dated 22nd July 1873, 
to state that the criminal records of this district do not show that the 
crimtMifhahituiil poisoning with intent to rob, and associating in gangs 
for this purpose, is prevalent. 

2. As fur, therefore, as’ this district is concerned, there ajipears no 
reason to introduce especial mcasaro.s for checking this crime. 


From Captain R. IIudlkston, Deputy Coiumissioner, Buldana Distrust, to Major 
James(]i. BKLLjOflKjiatiiigCuiiimiHsiotujr, West Ik^rar, — No. 1989, dated Buldana, 
the 2lBt August 1873. 

In reply to yonv No. 2(542, datcil 22nd July 1873, regarding tli<» alter- 
ation of the hiw with regard to offenees under the sections mentioned iu 
letter No. 228, dated 27th May, from the Undersecretary to the (lovern- 
ment of India, I have the honour to inform you that I have had inspect- 
ed all the cases of offences under these sections which have occurred during 
the past two years, and find that there were no professional or habitual 
offenders concerned in any of them. 

2. Under these circumstances I consider that the law as it stands is 
quite equal to cope with the circumstances alluded to by Colonel Hervey. 


From J. FitzGerald, Esq., ABsistant Oommi«sioner in charge Bassim District, to 

Major James G. Bell, Olliciating Commissioner, West B^ar, — No. 1998, dated 

Bassim, the 23rd August 1870. 

In reply to your No. 2642^ dated 22nd ultimo, 1 have the Iionour to 
state as follows. 

2. I know of two men who were professional poisoners, and who are 
or were lately one in the Akola Jail and one in the Umraoti Jail. But 1 
am not aware that they were members of a gang of professional poisouera. 

S. If any such gangs do esist, they came to Berar from other parts 
of India, 
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4. 1 do uot think that crime of this class need in this district be dealt 
with on the Tbugg^ee system. Ten years and five is a severe sentence^ and 
sufficient^ in my opinion, to meet the merits of any case I have heard of 
in Bei*ar. 


Prom MaIob A. H. Milurtt, Inspector-General of Police, Hyderabad Assijrned Dis- 
tricts, to Major W. Tivribpie, First Assistant Itesident, Hyderabad,— No. 2301, 

. cUited Umraoti, the ICth July 1873. 

I have the honour to forward, for submission to the Resident, the 
.report on the subject of habitual poisoning with intent to rob, and of 
associating^ in gang's for that purpose/* which was called for in your 
endorsement No. dated the 7th Juno 1878, 

2. The printed copy of Colonel Hervey*s letter No. 121A, datetl the 
7tli April 1873, to which reference is made in Government of India 
(Home) letter No. 22 S of the 27th May 1878, f^^iVell as in the endorse- 
ment alreatly alluded to, reached me ou the I2th July 1873. 

8. Both from recollections of my own experience and from recent 
reports rqpeived from District Superintendents of Police in answer l(» 
• calls made from this office, I am of opinion that the crime of habitual 
poisoning \viih intent to roh, and of asHOciatiiig in gangs for that pur- 
pose/* is not prevalent in the Hj'derabnd Assigned Districts. 

4. I propose now to give a brief sketch of each case which occurred 
in Borar since the close of the year J870, promising that I thought it 
unno<!essary to make enquiries which would take in crimes of a date 
enrlh r than 1871, beoanse it seemed to me that the records of two and 
a half years would srUlco to show whether or not the oHcuce under dis- 
cussion could be called ])rcvalcnt. 

5. Only three cases of professional poi.soning with intent to rob have 
been brought to light since 3 1st Dcccmher IH70. 

(5. The iirst occurred on the 2nd December 1872 in the Ellielipur 
District. 

In the evening a boy named Gunput, aged seven years, son of a 
Koonbee, resident of the village of Patrote, came to his homo in a stab; 
of delirium and as if drunk. A little later a barber iiarnoJ Kooshna 
came to the house and asked for milk. He was refused and was t/)lcl 
tliat the child was ill. On this he said that the devil must have got 
into llic <diild, and that he know a fukoor udio co!ild cure the hoy. The 
parents allowed Kooshua to bring the* holy man, who recommended lime* 
juice to he given to the sick child. This was done, and the next morn- 
ing the child recovered. Kooshna and the fukcer (IJnwur Shah) de- 
manded lls. 25 for having cured tlic child, hut had for the time to 
be satisfied with lls. 5. When the boy had quite recovered, he 
recounted how Kooshna had given him ^/oor to cat just before he 
became senseless. Kooshna and IJuwur Shah were convicted before ilie 
Deputy Commissioner, and wore severally senieuced to five years* rigor- 
ous imprisonment. The conviction and sentence were, however, not 
upheld by the Sessions Court. 

Perhaps the case just mentioned might more fitly 'be regarded as 
poisoning ^^with intent to cheat/* and not ''with intent to rob.** 

7. In the second and third cases, a Pardesee Chuttree named Buldeo 
administered dhatoora in chntney to men with whom ho had fallen in on 
the road, and robbed them when they became insensible. He did the 
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same thing a little later in the Nursingpur District, was arrested there, 
and, after conviction, sentenced to five years^ rigorous imprisonment. 

On transfer to Umraoti he was convicted of the offence to which I 
have alluded as the third case, and sentenced to five years^ rigorous im- 
prisonment, and when transferred to Akola he was sentenced to three 
years' rigorous imprisonment for the case shown by me as the second. 

8. There is, I think, reason to believe that instances of partial 
poisoning with intent to cheat, such as that in which Kooshna and 
Unwur Shah were concerned, may have occurred without their having 
been brought to the notice of the Police in their true light ; hut I doubt 
such cases being at all common. 

9. As regards the adequacy of ihe punishment provided by law for 
offences of this nature, it seems to me that little gO(»d would result from 
increasing the term of imprisonment which the law allows for this 
offence, unless at the same time it be made obligatory on the Courts to 
give not less than a fixed raiirimiim term of imprisonment, in the same 
manner os is provided for dacoitee, or robbery with attempt to cause death 
or grievous hurt (Section 397, Indian Penal Code). 

lib I recollect a professional poisoner (Sliaik Lall) being convicted 
in the Akola District in 1866 or 1867. I think he was convicted in 
two cfises of dhatoora poisoning out of several similar cases brought 
against him, and that he was sentenced to five years' rigorous imprison- 
ment. 

It may be observed that five years' rigorous imprisonment was the 
highest sentence awavclcMl to the clearly professional poisoner Buldeo — 
(sec paragraph 6 of this letter); andT incline, therefore, to think that 
the application of the law, and not the law itself, has been at fault, if it 
be complained that the present state of the law proves insufficient to cope 
with ths crime of poisoning. 

11. The District Superiuteiidents of Police report on this question 
to the following purport : — 

Caj)tain Lane (Umraoti) thinks that the law as it stands is 
sufficiently stringent to cope with the crime if administered 
up to its allowed severity. 

Mr. Wright (Buldana), from want of experience of the j)arti- 
cular crime in question, has no opinion to offer. 

Mr. Cumberlege (Woon), so far as his knowledge of the crime 
goes with reference to this province, sees nothing to call for 
more stringent enactments. 

Major Jameson (Akola) considers the law as at present existing 
sufficiently severe, provided that the full penalty (ten years' 
rigorous imprisonment and fine) were more frequently inflicted. 

Mr. Christian (Bassim) offers no opinion. 

Mr. Heath (Ellichpur) does not think it necessary to provide 
additional punishment for the crime mentioned, and states 
that he has never known a Magistrate to sentence,.a prisoner 
to the full punishment provided under Section 328, Indian 
Penal Code. 

12. My own impression is that as in the 397th Section of the Penal 
Code, the minimum sentence for poisoning with intent to rob or to in- 
jure should be seven years' imprisonment, the maximum punishment 
remaining as it now stands. 
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Should it bo objected that the chan^ which I would recommeud 
would have the effect of too greatly dimimshiug the elasticity of tlio 
section in its application to offenders of varied degrees of guilty I should 
incline to suggest the absolute retention of the minimum punishment 
of Sff^yen years^ imprisonment^ and the moderate extension of the maxi-* 
mum sentence. 

13. Spealnng for this province alone^ I believe that tlm application 
of the Tjiuggee system to the crime of habitual poisoning is unnecessary. 


Prom CoLONKL C. HBEVsr, General Su)^rintendeut of Ojxurations for the Suppres- 
sion of Thuggee and Dacoitco, to A. P. Howell. Esq., Officiating Socroii»iy to 
the Government of India, Home Department, ^No. 81SA, dated Calcutta, the 
25th June 1874. 

I have from time to time submitted to the notice of Government 
through yourself the prevalence of the crime of thuggee by means of 
poison. .• 

£. It has also been ray duty to urge upon the Government of India 
the necessity to adopt some more strenuous measures for its suppression. 
I have submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in propor- 
tion to the difficulty of detection, and have pressed for an alteration in 
the law against poisoning by which to secure a greater degree of punish- 
ment, and the expediency of applying the ‘‘ Approver System, in pro- 
ceedings against the persops in the habit of committing it, and I have 
awaited the decision of Government on these points. 

3. Sufficient punishment does not follow conviction, and the crime 
continues to be practised throughout British districts without any 
abatement. 

4. The following are two very recent examples of its occurrence 

(1) A company of 21 persons lately come up with opium, had sold 

it, and were returning with the proceeds to their homes. 
Between GonJa and Fyzabad, in Oudh, they aligliicd at a 
village called Maujee Jaintorah, wlicre, on the 20th 
ultimo, a person like afaqueer administered some dhatoorato 
them in their food, of which they one and all partook, and all 
became more or less iaseusiUe from doing so. Something 
occurred to scare away the culprit without opportunity to 
rob their persons. All the travellers fortunately recovered. 
They probably only did so from the accident of an under-dose. 
No detection reported. 

(2) Four persons from Oudh entered the garden of a malee at Rai, 

near Delhi, on the forenoon of the 28th ultimo, and there 
took their food. The malee went away; but on coming 
back at about 3 F.ic. he peroeived two of the number lying 
senseless upon the ground, the other two not being there. 
He hastened to report the circumstances to the Police 
Inspector, on coming back to tlie spot with whom, both 
were found to be dead, and their purses plundered. The 
culprits were traced back two stages from Bui, but they have 
not been arrested. 
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MMnorandum from T. J. Oitiohrlis Plowdbk, Eaq., Officiating Under SecreUi^ to 
the Government of India, Home Department, to the Legislative Department,*— 
No. 287, dated Port William, the 25th August 1874. 

Ill continuation of the endorsement No. 113, dated the 9th Febru- 


From the General Soperintondent of 
OperullonH for the Snppression of Thuegeo 
an<l Dnroitce, No. 1201, dated 29th Octo- 
ber 1872. 

'fo ditto ditto, No. 62, dated lOtb Janu- 
ary 1873. 

From ditto ditto, No. 124A, dated 7tb 
April 1873. 

Circulnr Nog. 219-228, dated 27th May 

1873, find the replies of the Local Qov- 
erimionts and Adininisirutloiis. 

From the General Supcrinteiidont of 
Operations for the Suppression of Thugpco 
and Dacoitcc, No. 318, dated 25th dune 

1874. 


ary 1872, the undersigned is direct- 
ed to forward a copy of the cor- 
respondence noted on the margin in 
regard to the crime of poisoning 
with intent to rob, and to pbserve 
that Colonel Hervey^s suggestion for 
the amendment of the law on the 
subject, in view to enhancing the 
punishment now awardable for the 
crime, sliould he considered on the 
occasion of the next revision of the 
Indian Penal Code. 


From T. J. OHirTiKLK Plowu-en. Esq., Officiating Under Secretary to the Govern- 
ineift of India, Htmio Department, to the General Superintendent, of Operations 
for the Su|)j r(*ssiou of Thuggee and Dacoitt‘e,-“No. 288, dated Port William, the 
251 h August 1874. 

WiUi roforonce to Colonel Hervey^s letter No. 124 A, dated the 7th 


• Circular Nofl. 219—228, dated 27th 
May 1H73. 

f From the Govern m out of Madras, No. 
1500, dated IHth Se\»lcmh8r 1873. 

Kron» the Govoruuumt. of nouibay. No. 
1886, dfttrtl 31 St Mnreb 1874. 

From the (loveriiTuent of llcngid, No. 
3993, dated 3(M,h Augu.st 1873. 

From the GovcniiiujTit of the North- 
Western I'roviiiccs, No. 203, datod lUth 
August 1873. 

From the Government of the Piiiijab, 
No. 8976. dated 241 h October 1873. 

From the Chief Coniinia««ioner of Oudh, 
No. 3141, dated 27th .June 1873. 

From the Chief Oommisaioiier of the 
rentnil Proviuccs, No. 2339—112, dated 
I9rh .Inly 1873. 

From the Chief CoinmisRioner of British 
Burma. No. 1187-282, dated 18th Octo- 
ber 1873. 

From the Chief OommiHsioner of C<K>rg, 
N<». 301— 21 J, dated 14th August 1873. 

Prom the Besideut at Hyderabad, No. 
86, dated 18t,h September 1873. 

2, Colonel Ilervey's letter dat 
ceived. 


April 1873, reporting on the pre- 
valence of habitual poisoning with 
intent to rob, and suggesting that 
the crime may be dealt with on the 
Thuggee system, aud the law ou 
the subject amended with the view 
of enhancing the punishment now 
awardable in case of conviction, I 
am directed to forward copy of a 
circular* issued by this Depcartraent 
on the 27ih May 1873, and of the 
opinions given by the Local Govern- 
ments and Admiiiistrationsf on the 
proposals put forward by Colonel 
Hervey; aud 1 am to state that 
the Government of India will be 
glad to be made acquainted with 
your views ou the matter whenever 
you may feel yourself able to favour 
them with a matured opinion. 

I the 25th June last has been re- 


Froui Majob E. K. C. BRiLDPOBD, General Superinteadent of Operations for the 
Suppression of Thuggee and Docoitee, to T. J. Chichele Pxowden, Esq., 
Offieifttiiig Under Secretary to the Government of India, Home Department, — 
No. 734, dated Simla, 30th June 1875. 

With reference to your Office letter No, 288, dated* 25th August 
1874, wherein I was requested to state my views whenever I might feel 
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myself able to form a mature opinion on the stigg^estion made by Colonel 
Hervey in his letter No. 124 dated 7th April 1873 (to your address)^ 
that the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob should be dealt 
with on the Thuggee system, and the law amended with a view of 
enhancing the punislirnent now awardable in aase of conviction, I have 
the honour in reply to state that I consider the law as it at pmseut 
exists, if I comprehend it correctly, is not only ample for dealing with 
the crime, but that in it is contained every requirement for which 
Colonel ftervey advocated an amendment thereof. 

2. I will proceed as briefly as possible to explain iny reasons for the 
view I have here expressed. In Colonel Hervey^s letter to which my 
attention is drawn he admits that Section 322 of the new Criminal Pro- 
cedure Code have legalised the Approver System, but he maintained that 
the law in force did not allow of suilicient punishment being awarded to 
criminals convicted of lluiggee by poisoning, — the conseqiicncts being 
that, good approvers could not be secured. In paragraph 4 of bis letter 
he points out that an accomplice whose evidence it was desirable to 
secure as^ a Government approver would not, when under a limited 
sentence of i m prison in eut only, and the prospect then before ^hiin of 
eventual restoration to liberty, give the same unreserved evidence as the 
man who was sentenced to death or trans 2 >ortaiion for life, with no such 
prospect before him. The ox|M.‘rionce of this Department was that the 
evidence of the former was as a general rule given with reservation. Ho 
had not much to lose or to be afraid of by witldioliling his evidence or 
by accusing innocent persons, and he need not therefore much fear the 
detection lie was liable to, however sure the process. But the life- 
sentenced approver bad everything to lose and be aiVaid of when detect- 
ed in giving false or partial evidence, which he was generally sure to he, 
— his conditional pardon was revoked, his sentence hitherto hedd in 
abeyance was carried out, and he thus reverted to the punishment from 
which he had escaped only so long as he chose to speak the truth.” 

3. Colonel II ervey proceeds to say that " the existing mofussil law 
against poisoning did not provide that sentence of extreme or last 
punishment, and that except it should do so these criminals must con- 
tinue to flourish.” He therefore urged again what he had repeatedly 
advocated before, viz,, to convert Act XXIX of ISiiO for the prevention 
of poisoning, the operation of which was C' ’;ifiued to the Bresideney towns 
only, into a law for all India.” 

4. The provisions of the above referred to Act, which I would here 
en /jassafi^ mention has been repealed by Act VIII of i808, were that 

whoever shall wilfully and maliciously administer to or cause to be 
taken by any person any poison, or any stujicfying or intoxicating drug, 
or any unwholesome thing, with the intent, in any of tlie cases aforesaid, 
to do any permanent or temporary b^Klily barm to su<.h person, or with 
intent to commit or abet tbe cornmisHion of any unlawful ur.i, shall be 
liable at the discretion of the Court to be transported to such place as 
thek Court shall direct for life or for any term of years, os to be imprisoned 
for any term not exceeding four years.” And under its operation Colonel 
Hervey considered tbe Department would be enabled to obtain 
approvers from whom more reliable evidence might be expected than 
ordinarily was to be elicited from ^^rsons not so s»cntcnccd;” further, 
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the higher puDishment would have due effect upon the people in the 
habit of oomrnitting this crime. 

5. Colonel Hervey then pointed out that under the existing mofussil 


Vida Section 328 of the Indian 
Penal Code. 


law the sentence to be awarded to a 
person convicted of poisoning is limited 
to ten years^ imprisonment only — 


sentence which he considered insufficient to deter the many^ and also 
one preventing the Approver System being applied to the suppression of 
the crime with any prospect of success. 


6. It is evident^ then, from the above that Colonel Hervey's object ‘ 
in making the suggestion as to the amendment of the law was to obtain 
sentences of imprisonment for life against those who might be convicted 
of the crime of poisoning, or, as it would be more correctly described, 
'^robbery by the means of administering stupefying drugs/' and that 
thus a more ready way for applying the Approver System to the suppres- 
sion of the offence might be opened up. 

7. Now, conceding the question as to a life sentence being necessary 
to ensure the successful application of the Approver System, it appears to 
me to have been entirely lost sight of in the above representation that a 
life sentence is quite in accordance with the existing law. The offence 
of which the whole of this correspondence treats is, 1 contend, roberry,’^ 
— not theft. By Section 890 of the Indian Penal Code it is declared 
that ^Hheft^^ is robbery ^^if in order to the committing of the theft 
or in committing the theft, or in carrying away or in attempting 
to carry away property obtained by the theft, the offender for 
that and voluntarily causes or attempts to cause to any person death or 
hurt or wrongful restraint, &c. By Section 319 of the Code, whoever 
causes bodily pain, disease, or infirmity to any person is said to cause 
hurt. Any hurt which endangers life or which causes the sufferer to be 
during the space of 20 days in severe bodily pain or unable to follow 
his ordinary pursuits is declared by Section 820 to be grievous. By 
Section 321 whoever docs any act with the intention of causing hurt to 
any person, or with the knowledge that he is likely thereby to cause 
hurt to any person, &g., is said voluntarily to cause hurt. 


8. There can, I think, be little, if any, doubt that the administering 
of poison with a view to rob the person to whom poison is administered, 
whereby, if death does not actually ensue, life is almost always 
endangered and insensibility or violent retching or vomiting and purging 
generally caused, is within the de6nition of voluntarily causing hurt, 
or even grievous hurt, and such being the case, Section 394 of the Indian 
Penal Code, not Section 328 (which Colonel Hervey in his letter under 
reference appears to have considered the only one applicable to these 
cases), is that under which all cases such as this Department has any 
cognisance of, should be committed and tried. 


9. This Seotion 394 of the Indian Penal Code enacts : if any 
person in oomnnitting or in attempting to commit robbery voluntarily 
causes hurt, suob person, and any other person jointly concerned in 
committing or in attempting to commit such robbery, shall be punished 
with transportation for life, or with rigorous imprisonment for a term 
which may extend to three years, and shall be liable to 6ne. 
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Under the above section^ then, I deem it every requirement wbiok 
Colonel Hervey considered would be fulfilled by making' the now 
repealed Act XXIX of 1850 applicable to the whole of India^ is metj 
and I cannot conceive that more is required. 

10. I have no reason to suppose that there is any reluctance on the 
part of Judicial officers to convict persons arrested for this hateful crime 
under the section I have above quoted. On the contrary^ within the last 
few months 1 am aware of several convictions under this section whereby 
life sentcihees have been awarded ; and in proof that the law as it at 
^ present exists contains no impediment to the workings of the Approver 
System with regard to cases of this nature, 1 cannot do better than 
quote the case of Buldewa Bbat, whose transfer to this Department as au 
approver on a conditional pardon was lately sanctioncMl by Ills Excel- 
lency in Council, as conveyed in your Office letter No. 282, dated 41h 
Juno 1875, he having been senten^ to transportation fur life under 
Section 394 of the Indian Penal Code. 

^11. There is one point further in connection with Colonel Hervey ’s 
remarks which 1 should perhaps not pass over ; 1 refer to the latter 
part of paragraph 5 of his letter No. 124A, dated 7th April 1873, 
where he says— if death has been the result of the poison administered, 
the distinct law for murder is certainly strong enough for obtaining a 
sentence of death or of life transportation ; but it is necessary to indict 
the accused on the charge of that specific instance per and the 
evidence necessary for obtaining conviction thereon is generally in- 
sufficient, except on very special occasions^ The alternative with us 
is to arraign the accused on the general charge of his belonging to the 
gang engaged in such practices ; and our procedure is to adduce certain 
but authenticated instances of the crime as part of the proof of the 
charge, — not to show that the accused was present in them, but that ho 
belonged to the gang by which they were committed. ” I cannot 
perceive that the converting of Act XXIX of 1850 would in any degree 
wliutever have decreased the amount of cvideuco necessary to prove the 
complicity of an accused person in any special oirence, for by that Act 
he could have been tried only for the special offence ; and 1 am not 
aware that under the provisions of that Act a person could be tried for 
being jointly concerned in the commission of the unlawful act with a 
view to the commission of which the poison or doiotenous drug was 
administered — which under Section 394 Ke most certainly can. 

12. Then as regards the procedure of the Department arraign- 
ing the accused person on the general charge of bis belonging to the 
gang, adducing certain well-authcnticaicd instances of the crime as part 
of the proof of that charge,’^ I would remark that this is undoubtedly 
the custom of the Department in its dealings with thugs and dacoits, 
but it has yet to be shown that these dhatoora poisoners are in a similar 
manner connected with each other by equally binding ties. As far as 
wc have yet been able to learn, dhatoora poisoners do not work in large 
gangs, but in twos and threes. They arc totally unconnected by any 
ties, or even by any conventional relations, to each other. The procedure 
therefore followed in the case of thugs and dacoits would be scarcely 
applicable in their case. 

This point, however, seems to me somewhat irrelevant to the present 
matter in hand, as no proposal appears to have been made for any 
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special enactment with a view to dealing with the gangs of these 
persons, if such there be. 

J3. I have not thought it necessary to notice Sections 310 and 311 
of the Indian Penal Code specially bearing on thuggee, as they cannot 
he in any way applicable to the crime of ‘^robbery by the means of 
administering stupefying drugs, for it is well known that the persons 
guilty of tins crime have no intention whatever of causing the death 
of their victims, although death frequently ensues. 


From Abthuu Howell, Enq.. Officiating Secretary to the Government of India, 
Homfj Ocjairt triont, to the General Siipenii tendon t of Operations for the Snp- 
presBion of Thuggee and Daeoitec, — No- 217, dated Simla, 22nd July 1875. 

T urn directed to acknowledge your letter No. 734, dated the SOtli 
ultimo, and in reply to say that the Government of India accept your 
opinion that the proposed amendment of the existing law with regard 
to the crime of habitual poisoning with intent to rob is nnneccssivry. 
It will of course he open to you to modify your views if fuHlier ex- 
])crieiKJO should not confirm tliem, in which case the Govern rnent would 
W'ish to he iuforined. 


No. 218. 

Copy ol correspondence^ forwarded to the Legislative Department 
• LotUT to (U'uoral Supcriiitcndeut, No. 288. for information, ill conliiuia- 
diiio<l 25th Aiigufit ih 7'1, . ^ tioii of Office Memorandum 

Letter from Cioimrul SujitTmteiidont. No. 734, 
dated .mh June 1875. ^0^4* “ ^ ^ ^ AugUSt 

And tliiH reply . 1874. 


Extract (puniginplis 111 to 31) from the Aiiiiu;i.l lloport on profesaionnl criiuo in tlio 
North-’NVe.stcrn Provniccs, for the year 1877, by K. T. IIocaet, Esq., Deputy 
luspeetor Gcncriil of Police, North- Wegteru Provinecs. 

19, The number of nibberies by poison has risen in 1877 to 47* 
Tliis large number of cases is unprecedented, and may arise, as Govern- 
ment surmises, from more instances of its perpetration coming to light, 
or niav be the result of a spreading crime. I iiieliiie on many grounds 
to the latter opinion. The number of robberies by poison in each year 
si nee 1861) will he found in a foot-note. In a few instances non-profes- 
sional crime has crept into the returns in three instances this year, but 
the admixture is not such as to materially affect any deductions derivable 
from the figures. 

Th(5 crime is spread over all five divisions, but is only reported from 
14 districts. Of these, Agra, Eiah, Moradabad, Saharanpur, Basti, and 
Ghizipur, appear most frequently in the retunis. 

20. In Agra a scries of startling crimes was brought to light by the 
revelations of Rix(\Jiaballab, a Brahman of the Muttra District. He and 
some of his associates (the gang was composed of from 9 to 12 men) 
had for years been in the habit of hiring carts in large towns, drugging 


I8tt9. Irt70. 1871. 1873. 1873. 1S74. 1876. 1876. 1877. 
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the cartman on the journey, leaving him to live or die> and diBposing of 
the cart: and bullocks. Eadhaballab was cleverly apprehended, and in- 
duced to reveal what be knew, by Inspector Ganga Dial. 

In fiasti two cousins were apprehended who bad for years plied the 
trade along the Basti and Pyzabad road. Their method of proceeding 
was very simple. They picked up strangers on the road (generally 
women), engaged in conversation with them, did them little friendly 
offices, drew water for them or gave them y«r, nn<l drugged and robbed 
them. •Ali Husain, Sub-Inspector of Amroha, deserves much credit in 
ibis ca.se. 

In Moradabad, near the town of Chandausi, the whole neighbourhood 
w^as terrorised by five of these crimes occurring within a fortnight, and 
all evidently committed by the same man ; four of them were jverpe- 
trated almost under the very eyes of the Ttdicc, wiiile they were enquir- 
ing into the first <.*iLse. The ofFondcr was discovert^ through an 
informer. It is remarkable that bis victims in every case w^ert* veritable 
paupers. Among other cases 1 may mention the oa]>iiire of Mnsaminai 
h'firiam, a professional poisoner, by the Panjdb Police (case No. 2, 
Sab^raii^)nr). The conviction of Mah/iraj (case No. S, Sahiiranpur), a 
w'ell-known professional poisoner and a Brahman of Nawabganj, in Oudh ; 
t lie capture of Lachman (case No. 15, Agra), who seems to have fol- 
lowed fliis pursuit far and wide thnuigh the North-Western Provine(‘s, 
Central Provinces, and Bengal; the capture of the kahar in Ghdzipur 
(case No. 29), who in the guise of a fakir had for years practised | poison- 
ing in Bengal, and seems to have victimised fellow-fakirs only; and 
tin* oajdure of the Brahman (case No. ?jy, Moradabad) whose operations 
extended from Moradabad to Mirzupur, and who, as a native of Partub- 
garh, in Oudh, probably practised in this province also, are all matters 
for congratulation. 

2J. The same old features of this crime arc reproduced year after 
year. We liave the poisoner who hires a cart, drugs the cartman, and 
steals the cart; the poisoner of good address who assumes the role of a 
fellow-traveller, and obtaining the confidence of his new friend drugs 
and robs him ; the man who out of pure kindliness draw's water for a 
j)assing thirsty woman and drugs the winter ; and the men who consort 
wit h, drug, rob prostitutes. It is exceedingly difliculi to suggest, any 
method of preventing this offence. It is indigenous to the soil, and will 
continue so long as credulous fools dxist. It is practised solely or 
almost solely on the leading highways of the province. 

22. It is incredible that the crime should be confined to the roads of 
thf>se 14 districts only whence it has been reported this year, or that it 
should be so capricious as to be common on one part of the Grand Trunk 
Road, then skip a district or two, and re-appear in vigour on the same 
road lower down. I am still of opinion that this crime is very much 
concealed, and such is the prevailing impression among officers who 
have had most to do with the crime : and the facts would seem to 
indicate this. When professional poisoners are caught and confess their 
guilt, the record is a series of crimes, extending Sbmetimes over 80 
years— crimes committed with almost a1>solute impunity and frequently 
unrecorded. As a rule, the amount taken is small, and victims do not 
care to lose their time as well as their money, and so do not report the 
offence at Police stations. Indeed, it not seldom happens that the 
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victims will obstinately deny that any stmnger joined and drugged 
them^ and cases liave to be worked out in the face of this dogged oppo- 
sition. Zemindars constituting a i)anchayat are only too glad to find 
that a man has died by the visitation of God : and such men will at 
limes let both poisoner and victim go^ and so save themselves trouble. 
The chaukidar will at times take the sufferer off to the boundary of 
another village and leave him there^ so as to get rid of responsibility. 
1 would cite in corroboration of these statements cases of this very year : 
special report No. 3 of Saharanpur, special report No. 24 of Aligarh^ special 
report No. 1 of Etah, special report No. 1 of Cawnpore, also Radhaballab^s 
<jascs ; special report No. 6, dated 28rd February 1877, and No. 28, 
dated 271b July 1877, of the Agra distinct; Basti cases, special reports 
Nos. 33, 33A, 38B, and 33C ; old Muzaffamagar case given in the 
report of professional crime for the first half-year of 1876. To show 
that the crime is concealed, I need not travel beyond the present record. 
The average of the sums absi.racted in each case is so small that the 
crime must be frequently practised merely to support life. Now, in owr 
JK) of the cases on our lists the perpetrator is a i»rofessional and a 
differcMit man. If he follows the profeKssiou solely and, liEe most 
j)oisoncrs (according to their recorded admissions), makes his living 
therefrom and from nothing else, then, taking into account the expenses 
of living, one may calculate almost arithmetically how many men have 
been victimised in the year. According to my calculation, our present 
number should be multiplied by throe. 

28. It is commonly assumed that the poisoner, unlike the thug, docs 
not kill his victim. Perhaps he doos not intend to kill, but he very 
frequently manages to cause death. In the 44 professional cases {3 
are non-professional) which occurred, there are no less than 1 5 deaths, all 
caused directly by dhatoora poisoning. How many more have died in 
this way we know not, for dead men tell no tales. And whej) the 
unwillingness of the victims to reveal the crime has been overcome, the 
difficulties of unravelling the crime only begin. The poisoner has to 
be arrested, and the prosecutor must be kept under a sort of 
surveillance, lest he should bolt, for he is unsupported by any sense 
of i)ublic duty, and merely looks to the loss of his Rs. 2 or 3 and the 
time which ho thinks he is wasting. The Civil Siirgeoii is unable at 
times i.o say whether the prosecutor has been poisoned or not, and some- 
times he distinctly says not (dhatoora poisoningjis difficult to determine), 
and it is not till the Chemical Examiner has found poison that the 
Courts will act. The Courts of sessions require a great dealjof corrobora- 
tive evidence. Now the most direct way of proving the truth of the 
prosccutor^s story is to take him to the different places where he states 
he has been in company with the |)oi6oner, and to confront him and the 
poisoner with the various people who, he says, saw them together on 
tlieir journey — sarai-keepei’s, baiiiyas, et hoc genus omne, 

24. But sometimes a Magistrate will not undertake the responsibility 
of maki»g over a man suspected of poisoning to an Inspector to take 
about in this way.* Yet it is obvious that we cannot summon the whole 
of the sarai-kcepors along a stretch road of 100 or 150 miles to some 
central place, on the off-chance of their recognizing a poisoner. One of 
t he l)cst cases of the year fell through, with respect to two accomplices, 
because of a refusal of this nature. The Magistrate afterwards came 
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over to my views in this respect, but meantime the case was lost. And 
when the ease is put^before the Court of sessions, I think an Assistant 
Magistrate should be deputed to argue it. The Judge of Agra and 
Muttra has been most earnest in impressing this on me, and 1 quite agree. 
It has more than onee happened that the victim who had lost Bs. 20 
perhaps has been bought over by the poisoner and purposely broken 
down before the Court of sessions, and l^is Court is naturally biassed 
against^ the evidence, which is sometimes that of an accomplice, and the 
corroborative portion of which is made up of on infinite number of little 
events and circumstances. These poisoners arc nearly always represented 
by Counsel, And besides the Court we have to reckon an the assessors, 
who are singularly averse from bringing in a poisoner guilty. It is 
almost incredible that in the series of poisoning oases which 'occurred in 
Moradubad, and in at least two of which the accused confessed his guilt 
and where the evidence (corroborative) wiis overpowering, the assessors 
in each and every case gave it as their opinion that the charges were 
net proved, because there were no eye-witnesses to ihe food having been 
given.", 

25. Another difficulty in dealing with the crime is its solitary nature. 
Tt is but seldom that there is a confraternity such as existed in lladha- 
ballab^s case, or such as was common when thuggee flourished. As a 
rule, the professional poisoner is his own and sole counsellor and confidant, 
and so you can seldom command the assistance of an approver. He is 
of no peculiar caste, and comes from no special part of the country. There 
are Kachis, Koris, Kayaihs, Ahirs, Thakurs, Brahmins, IJajjams, Telis, 
and Kahars among the convicted, and they come from all parts; two 
of the very worst and oldest hands from Oudb, a province where I am 
assured the crime is hardly known. 

26. With all these difficulties to surmount, I think Police work has 
been fair. 



The following table gives briefly the statistics of the year, and also those of pending cases of the previous year. 
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I had best explain that three of these crimes are non-professional. 
I have been obliged to retain them to make my figures square with 
district returns. The difference is immaterial. 

£7. Thirteen cases remained undetected at the. close of the year, 
chiefly in Agra, Cawnpore, and Bareilly; 16 oases and £8 persons wore 
under trial. Of cases disposed of within the year, including those in 
which the charge was the oogixate one of receiving property stolen in 
robbery by poison, 14 were convicted and 8 acquitted, or over 82 per 
cent, ot* conviction. Of persons tried in these cases, 17 were convicted 
and 5 acquitted, or 77 per cent, of conviction. Bulking all action as 
shown in the above statement, we obtained 84 per cent, conviction in 
cases tried, and &1 per cent, conviction of persons tried therein. 

2S. Of these cases the following are the most interesting in the 
second half-year : — 

This is another of the poisoning cases to which a clue was obtained 
Serial No A ra confessions of Radhaballab, According 

KBtrict, speuiar report to his account, six men— Megha J4t, Ganpat 3 At, 
No. 28. 4atcd 27th July Phula Darzi, Radhaballab Brahman of Kursenda, 
Tika Khatik of Gorai, and Pars Ram Jat of Marob 
— went to Agra ; three of them — vh., Phula, who personatcnl a patwari, 
Radhaballab his servant, and Meglia the family barber — hired a cart to 
go to Muttra. In the evening they were joined by llic other three men. 
They drugged and conceal wl the driver among them ; while Radhaballab 
personated cart man, four of them, when they had got on a bit, took the 
cartman away (he has not since been heard r>f). At Muttra they got a 
blacksmith to oj>eu the lock of the bullocks'^ chain. Tlience they wont 
to Gorai and put. up with Sujau and Kursen, relatives of Megha and 
Ganpat; next morning Budha (a relative of Su jan and Kursen) went 
with them to Marob, where they sold the cart and bullocks to (»ue Chita 
for Rs. 30. When the lljit liras ease beeamo notorious, Ali Khan, 
ebaukidar of Agra, gave in a petition about this case, and said that 
Girdhari Kaehi, Rosban Gaddi, and Rustam Mewati were present when 
the cart was hired, Tika denied complicity, hut dectlared he saw the 
other five accused come to Sujdn^s house in December last, and complain 
that they had m\(l a cart and pair of bullocks to Chita, who liad not 
paid them ; that Sujan was displeased and sent them to get the money. 
After the close of the year Megha wae* transjiorted for life. In this 
case Radhaballab was made Queen’s evidence, three men were acquitted, 
and Ganpat and Phiila have not yet been arrested. 

Musammat Malliah and Dhimkuar, mother and daughter, were return- 

Serial No. 16. Agra ® A|fra; near the village of 

District, special report Dhimsiri they were joined by a man and woman 
No. 51, dated 13th 8ep- with two children. They dined with them at 
tember 1877. Fatehabad, and after proceeding some 3 miles 

on their road became insensible. As soon as they had recovered suffi- 
ciently to give a description of the offenders, the Police were put on the 
alert, and a head-constable met the accused travelling along the high 
road. They were searched and the property recovered*; dhatoora was also 
found. Both confessed. The woman was a Brahman widow and lived 
with Lachman, alias Mohun Mulaha, the other accused ; their home is 
in Loharu, in the Fatehabad Circle. From the woman^s statement it 
appeared that Lachman was a professional poisoner, whose operations 
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Serial No. 32, Baati 
District, spcciiJ report 
No. 33, datc<123rd Nov- 
ember 1877. 


cxlend over a very large area of country. He was transported for seven 
years after the year closed. ♦ 

It appears that the father of a constable in Basti had come to visit 
his son. On his return journey he picked up a 
companion and they liecame fiiendly. Soon after 
the new friend gave the man some gur and they 
ate together. The complainant became giddy and 
ill, and was found in a state of insensibility soon after, with his property 
gone. This occurred on the Basti and Pyzabad main road. J’rom the 
description given of the poisoner by the complainant and by the baniya 
at whoso shop the gur was bought, Sub-Inspector Ali Hassan pursued 
and arrested the poisoner, who turned out to be Ram Parshad, and Ahir 
and cousin of Mathura, a celebrated poisoner, recently arrested in this 
district. After the arrest of these men a lot of other poisoning cases 
against them cropped up. These cases had not been reported. This fact 
will illustrate the frequent assertion that we little know how many of 
these cases there are. It is also notable that the Civil Surgeon covld 
detect no symptoms of poisoning in the complainant in this case. 

In the course of the enquiry in case No. 88, it was ascertained that a 
s ' i n ♦ woman had been poisoned and robbed eight or ten 

District, special’ report days before. She was sent for, and stated that the 
No. 33A, (luted 24th Oc- man in arrest (Ram Parshad) liad accosted her on 
tober 1877. road, that they kept company for a short time, 

that he gave her gur and satiu to eat, that she became insensible, and on 
recovery of her senses found that she had lost her nose-ring, value Rs. 4. 
This nose-ring was found in the house of Mathura, the cousin of Ram 
Parshad. 

While enquiry was being prosecuted in case No. 88, ib transpired 
o • 1 -M Q>i Ti 4 - that in the previous year, in the month of July, 
District, special report Mussammat Sidni had been drugged and 

No. 33B, dated 24ihac- robbcd. The woman was sent for and confronted 
tober 1877. ^ith Ram Parshad, whom she at once identified. 

She stated that while on her way one day to a distant village, she met 
Ram Parshad (whom she did not know) sitting on a bridge on the high- 
way. He accosted her, offered to go with her, as she was thirsty gave 
her gur and water to drink. She lost consciousness, and on recovery 
found her necklace and nose-ring (value Rs. 1 2) gone. 

While case No. 33 was being enquired into, it came out that two 
women had been drugged about May 1876. They 
were two respectable Brahman women, who were 
similarly accosted by a stranger who joined them 
and drew water for them. They thought the 
water muddy and queer tasting, and complained at the time. Their new 
friend said it was the leaves which had fallen into the well gave the 
w^atcr the queer taste and colour. They lost their senses and were 
robbed of their jewels. They identified Matliura as the man who gave 
them the water. • 

29. Since writing my last half-yearly report, I have completed my 
roll of undetected poisoners, and have in two cases proved its extreme 
utility. I am having it translated for ^neral use. My office will soon 
be set to work on descriptive rolls of poisoners whose term of imprison- 


Serial No. 35, BabIi 
D istrict, apeclal report 
No. 33C, dated 24th Oc- 
tober 1877. 
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ment lias expired or is about to expire. I anticipate muck benefit from 
this register also. 

30. Having set forth the diflicultics encountered by the Police^ 
perhaps I may be expected to offer a few suggestions to overcome them. 
I have but few to offer. I think Magistrates might be recommended 
to be sympathetic with the Police in their endeavour to unravel crimes 
of this sort, and that facilities for freely confronting the acensed with 
men along the line of road he is said to have travelled, should be freely 
accorded to Police officers. I think that every case of this kind should 
be made over to a special officer in each district to watch, try, and if 
necessary plead before a sessions court. I think that descriptive rolls 
of suspected poisoners should at once from memory l>e taken down from 
victims^ mouths the moment such victims have regained sufficient consci- 
ousness as to be able to give a reasonable account of the crime ; that 
such rolls should at once be sent to the 'Police Gazelle, and above all 
should at once be despatched to me. At present it is only by repeated 
solicitation I can procure these rolls, and much time is lost in getting the 
matter into the Gazette. Now the value of prompt information in cases 
of this* sort is so obvious that it is useless to explain it. Of course all 
this is only supplementary of the spreatl of information on the s])ot 
and the’ free use of intercommunication lietween districts. I also think 
it would be advisable were this office supplied with copies of the Panjdb 
and Bengal and Central Provinces Police Gazettes, 

31. With regard to prevention of the offence, it is much more cliflicult 
fo offer an opinion. The Police along the leading high roads of the 
province should be constantly on the alert, and both they and the road 
cbaukiclars should be made ac(|uainted with the personal appearance of all 
fresh poisoners. And I think it would be well wore notices of poisoning 
in simple Hindi posted up at sarais and Police stations, such as wo have 
at home in railway stations and elsewhere rcsjiecting pit;kpockcts. It is 
a simple and almost childish plan, but 1 cannot but think it would suit 
the people and have its use. In conclusion I beg to recommend Inspec- 
tor Ganga Dial, whose services you have placed at my dis])C)sal for this 
work, to your favourable notice. 
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cam commuted during the gear 1877. 


FOI.ICK ACTION. 


■g 

I'i 

u 


Tbivo ov 
OTBIB 


FetBonH. 


Piir9> 

met 

mpoaB 

Maoib* 

TBATB, 


YaLTJB Of fBOf BBTT. 


8tOl»B. 


Roco%’ore(l. 


1 

Kb. a. P., Kb. A. P. 


Rkmabbs 


A man oalllui; hiniHcir a Uoinal hirod a 
"baUi" from oncNatrak. Nanuk droTo 
it On the way they made fritMida, and 
Nanuk ateaoino AkhI ifiven liiin by Kamai. 
Ueeiokened and died near the UhupaPoHeo 
Htatiou. The ofH(M)r there auapuetinv 
Home font play, Hcnt in ttie body to tbe 
Civil SurKoon, and kept the Ratnal under 
surveillance. During tlie nltrhl the Uanial 
aUo died. There cau bo uu doubt but 
that he poisoned hlmBcIt' with dhaloora, 
which was found on him, and from 
which Nonuk died. TIiIn iniui had hi>on 
tried and acqnittcd on a chtirire of pol* 
BouitiB in U^nor only a year buforo. 

ThiH case has already been ^ivon in the 
half-yearly ref tori. one Musaininat 
Miriam, a nolo ilouH profeSRional poiNon- 
cr in the Fanjab, visUed the district of 
Suharanpur, promised there to Ket a wile 
for a youni; man, dnu(i(c(l the whole 
family on Its way to sec tiie n^lrl, and 
t{>ok their properly. She wiw traced to 
the FnnJ<l), where she was HCutcnced to 
ten years' imprisonment in nnulher case, 
She has since been ccmvicted in this case 
also, and sentenced to be imprisoned fur 
live years. 


37 u u This cast' has alrooily l)ecn reported in full. 

Two Myces niid a titird man (of unknown 
calliiifc) were mol by one Llilian on their 
way homo from I ho Ftni.|Hh. They made 
friends and drank tuiretiier, and Rihari 
drucfircd the liquor with dhatouru. The 
third man died, and the other two men 
roenvered, and fouml their money and 
bihari gone, U was witit the (rrcat.<*st 
dilUeulty that a clue was found in tills 
c»Bc, as the syces persrded in their allc- 

S ation that ho fourth party had joined 
iicm. At tost liy dint of ^lurHcvorauco 
they admitted that one liihan had joined 
them, and when tiiey were taken to 
Umballa they there Idciitifled one Malla- 
rd as the I'liljiiit. Mahar^j was traus* 
iwrted for lib*. 


4 =-. 


10 0 0 
lb 8 0 


1 1 1 


18 0 0 


u oi 13 0 0) 


A false and in any case a uon-professional 
ease, 

A younff Hindu ineetf» one Mohan Lai at 
the Kailwjy Station, asks for a drink 
of water. They become friendly. The 
younic Hiiidn bIvch Mohan Lul some 
sweetmeats, and ^hey lie down to sleep. 
When Mohan bal wakes up, his money 
and new friend are gone. One Sliibbu 
Kahar, of ChavhrsAl, in waa 

suspected and arrested m tills case. 
Some of the prosecutor's clotliinff was 
found in his house. Ue has been ac* 
quitted sinci the olos( of the year. 
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MM< etmmiUed i*mg tie ifMt iS77-H!oatiDned. 


I>CrU0B ACTIOK 


Tusd oir 


iFenwns 


Mien 


StA]ll>- 

laTSBS 
TO Sis- 


VlLVI OV TIOSIITT 


Stolen 


Rs A P 


BscoTOfed 


Its A P 


Biuasm 


I * 


1 


m 0 0 


ICS 0 0 


Oui of K nones ol tart niid but lock mb- 
binos by pnisoiibtB conmiUtid by the 
Muttra gauK, to vbUli ItaUliubnllab ap 
provir 1 >o 1 oug((l Jhs mm coiivlcltut 
Wire punishid under 8 <ttion 114 , Indian 
Penal Code Tho\hitiniu thin oast no 
doubt died Tfc woo t brown Into a dltt b, 
and has not botn heard of sliuc 



1 


168 0 (11 


IbS 0 (I 


A man was found In tho Aligarh Railway 
station pulling tho tra\(llon* tbini^ 
about Uo nas fouud to b( aufterlDg 
from dhatooru poisoning Ht doMribiil* 
aiiowlrioiidnhom bu bod made at tho 
Railwa) Hlatiun, and how (hey uto Inge 
iher and got ill No thelt was oOeolnd 
111 this iOSL 


9t 0 0, 


AlreoiH nporftdui lull Om of a scries 
ot tlHltH h> poisoning conmiU ted by the 
gang to wIikIi lladhaballab biloiigid 
Ottli(i«( mmUiut ncru lOiivutid (after 
tlu cloHii 01 llu ytiir) ot pulaunlug Jlio 
riHt wire aiquitud 


211 0 (11 


Alrtndi ri ported A robuh by his own 
SiuKiiit wub driigg i] with poiHonod 
aliarbat, and phiiiili n d when iusonsiUIo 
No vino has bevu fouud 


0 0 ol Alrt ody n poried A travollor from llliart 

nur was nid by a nun who pioinisod 
I him LinpU>\rniut Ibiy a 1 < togithcr 

I I he truvelUr was drugged aud pluu* 
I I d( n.d 



16 0 0 Alnady reported A traTSIler was found 
lu msibU on lh( in id side On roluru- 
( mg to c uso 1 o(i*>n« ss ho staled that a 
m wl) nivU fiiend haddiuggcd him wliilo 
they ale tog tlnr luspertor lUnhilmlla, 


1 I 


\ 


It ni the diflirlption giviu, promplly 
rode after the poi oucr and caught him 
up (after an 18 miles ride) rimng the 
pony oi tb( complatuant 
One of a scries ol lart and bnlloik rob- 
bencs committed by a gang to wliioh 
Kodbaballab b I and The cartuau 
no doubt dual lU has not been heard of 
etnee One mai woa after the oiose of 
the year tnuieported (or life. 

Fire womeu and a boy on tbelr way to 
bathe In the Jnmna, at Agra, from 
Malnpurl, were (imnd dead not fhr from 
the road side near lundla ft iru 
shown by the medu^l avidenee that they 
had been pMsoued with dhatoora Thin 
terrible enme le undiecoTored A clean 
sweep w^s made of tho whole party 
Ihte ease han already been rojiortod 
' IheoxtraonUnarr feature of tho eaie li 
that nothing ih « me to have been atoleh. 
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Poitoning.-^No. I. — SlatemeHt of profesritnutl poitoning 


No. and dale of 
Hjicciiil report. 


14 Aifra 


No. »8. dated 22nd | 1 
Aiifcuet Ltt77 j 


No. fil, dated 13tl) 
Seplviubcr JH77. 


Total .. 8 4 24 17 

No, Ifi, dated lllh I 1 1 1 

duly 1H77. 


No. 4(1, ilatcd 29th 1 1 2 | 2 

Bcplenibor 1877. i 


Total ... 2 


No. 1, dated 2Mh 1 .. 1 

April 1877. 


10 Ditto .. No. 2. dated 19th 119 1 

May 1677. 


3 1119 


29 Ditto ... No. 6, dated 5th 1 1 2 

July 1877. 


... ... . ... 2 11 
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tases committed during the gear 1^77'— oouiinued. 
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Persons. 
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Cases. 

— 

■ 

1 

atuUm. 

nccoTrriHl. 










Kh. a. P. 

n«. A. p. 


m 


• 

... 





7 0 0 


A man, wonnui, and rliild were fonnd on 
tho F iroxabad rood. The latter t wu dead , 
the first insensibls. ll anpears they had 
mot with a Brahmin faiclr, his wire and 
eliild, and had boon drugf^ed by them 
with dhatnora. The sueoeediug orimo 
and this one wore not oominttted, it would 
appear, by tho same criminals. 









4 0 0 

3 0 0 

Two women, mother and daughter, on their 
wav from Agra wore mot in tlie Katoha- 
bud Circle by a man, woman, and two 
children. They ate together, and the 
two women were drugged with dbatoora. 

A head'Oimstablo, from tho description 
given, followed up and arrested the 
poisoner, who proved to bo a Mullah 
and a Brahmin widow in his keeping. 
Prom wiiat tho woman said the man 
Luehniau is no doubt a professional 
poisonor. Luchmaii got seven youre after 
the close of tho year. The woman was 
acquitted . 





1 

2 

1 

n 

ais 0 0 

18 0 0 










13 4 0 


A young woman and her rootber*{n*1aw 
were met by a man wlio volunteered to 
show them the way and gave them suroc 
ehurun to oat. They became insensible 
and were robbed. Tho niotlmr-in*lnw 
died. Till! accused was idcDiiflcd l)y 
the sumving woman, but was uconittod 
by tho court of schhIous. An Inolii'ctual 
appeal was preferred U> the High Court 
iu this cose. 











This is not a professional case. A hunya 
wanted to get rid of u loproas wife. Bo 
he mUo'l arseuic in her fu<>d. 8he hap* 

' penvd Dui to eat. it, but to give it to a 
friend. The friend and her two childrso 
ate it and died. 









13 4 0 

. i 






' 




~ 1 0 

i 

This case was reported before. A poor beg- 
gar was met by a man, who gave him a 
drugged ohllunt to smoke, and when he 
U'came unconsetnus, robbed liim. The 
poisoner, who has a remarkable porsonai 
appearanoe, is well known. He has not 
yet been found. He is one Jorawar, 
Thakur of the Muttra District. 



1 





1 

1 

18 0 

... 

Two men on their way to Jugger Nath 
were dragged by two men connected 
with Badbaballab'a gang at UAjor. The 
ooeused mixed onatoora with dil and 
gave it to the prosceotors. 
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POLICE ACTION. 


m 1 1 1 


SrjLgn- 
1 M« cow* 
wrmD 
toSks- 
no vs. 


i 

1 

1 


ou 

1 

2 

2 

8 


Stolon. Booorerod. 


I fiH. A. P. Rs. A. F. 
2 0 0 2 0 0 


2 0 0 Thlfi 1 r n non-proti'RHloual oiwo. A woman 
waH friv«‘n druffgcd to out by two o( 
boi‘ nidgbbituirs, »ttttoK» and bur pro- 
perly taken. 


17 9 0 2 0 0 

40 10 0 40 10 0 Thie cose has alroady boon roily reported. 

A man waa found wandnrlntt naked. 
Ho wug locked up aa a drunkard; on 
coming to hia reaMon. it wou found out 
that be had bet'u drnaged. Tho crime 
waa traced to one I^Ila IlaJJam of the 
Allahabad diatrict, Mandah elrolOf who 
! waa imprlaiuied for tan yean. 

7 7 0 Til is caao haa already been fully reported. 

* A man drugged by a friend whom he pick- 

I ed lip on tho rood, and who eamc with 

him for many dnyefroin Farukhabad till 
( near (.'awtipiir. The crime ih hUU uii- 

i traced. 

I 

i 30 0 0 A ranu calling hlmmilf Ghulam Huaafn 

coiiRorted for a few dayu with a proa- 
' tilute. She got ill and he preHcribo<) 

, for her, giving her Mlierbet. Tiio aher- 

, Iwt woe iiruggcd and the man alMuorided 

j with the wonian’a Jewellery, Tiiia oriniu 

I la Htill nntraced. 


Tbia caae hoa already been reported. A 
uinn pieka up a new friend on the road, 
iR drugged and robbed near Gharipiir. 
The poiRoner waa clearly Identlfled. but 
the roln« failed to aecnre corrobora- 
tive cvideDce. Thu poiaon waa given 
aniokiug. 

A rmiiouR raHc, already reiiortud. One 
ktulaSe Hajuam cxpreaaoil a dealre to 
feed the Ilrahmiua of a temple, intending 
to plunder it aud them ; three of them 
are thv yirit. They atterwardm amoked. 
Thoae who amoked lost oonadousnesR. 
All fortunately did not eat aud amoke. 
The acenaed got four years. 

This case has already tieen reported. Two 
men slept with and drugged two pros- 
titutes and robbed them. The accused 
was convicted under Section 411. 

A fkkir and hie fhmily put up a stranger 
fakir, llie stranger prepared and drugged 
tbelr food. Be was tmced out and found 
to be a professional poisoner engaged in 
several caset In Jlengal. He was a kahar 
by caste and resident of Itamgaon, dls- 
triet Shahabad. His victims were always 
fakirs. The pnnlehment imposed was 
transportation for ten yeara. 


1 


111 0 0 


I Xcmber, 
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cases commiUeA Anting the gear 1877 — coutiunod. 


POLICE ACTION. 
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Persons. 
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Persons. 

Stolon. 

Etovomed. 
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... 

1 


... 




Rh. A P. 

36 0 0 

Rs. A. P. 

10 0 

Thi« oasn hns nirofuly reported. Itl# 

a eotifuRod account of a quarrel between 
balrafris. It is probable that two of 
them drujrtred and robbed a third. They 
wore convietnl of the oflbnce ond Hen- 
tencod to undergo two and sii years' 
Iniprisoument. 



1 ... 






fl 12 0 


ThiH case has already boon fully reportofl. 

An opium smuggler wob driigged and 
robbecl by a young man whttm bu picked 
up on the road. The drug wal given In 
»ultu. 







1 

1 

3 11 fl 


This is one of a series of poisoning proved 
agnliist two Ahlr eouslns, Uani Parshad 
and Aluttra. In this case the father of a 
eonstuble going homo mode friends witli 
Itani Pnrshud on the roa<i, at4» some i7ar 
given him, bccamo insensible, and was 
robbecl on the liasti and Kyzabad road. 
Ah lliiBHun, Hub-Inspector of Amroha« 
did right good work in this case. 







1 

2 

4 0 0 

4 0 0 

Here a woman was the viefhn of Uam 
Parshad, wlio made her aeqiiaintAnoo In 
the sumo wnv on the Han»o road and 
gave In T vur to eat. llo stole her nose- 
ring, when slio iuat (H)UBci(>usncsH : slio 
did nut report the crime. 

] 

... 



... 


1 

1 

10 0 fl 


Another woman vIetiralMod in procisoly the 
same way m 1876. This l asc also leaked 
out during the first enquiry, and wbh not 
reported. 







1 

1 

2ii 0 (J 

* 

Two more women viotiraised In the saros 
way in 1875 by Muttra, cousin of Ram 
J'orshad. This cose also was unreportod, 
and transpired in tliu eoursn of the 
enquiry Into case No. .33. After the closo 
ol the year, Rum Parshad was sentenced 
ti> ton years’, and Muttra to nine years* 
trauBportatiou. 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 


4 


82 7 fi 

> 14 0 C 






1 

J 





This case has already been reported. Two 
Ahirs gave drugged milk to a whole 
famllv in order to obtain the family 
jewellery, ouo of them, a notorious 
evil liver, was arrested, convicted, and 
sentenced to undergo 12} years* trous- 
portatiun. On 4 ,of the children died in 
this case. 









20 0 <] 

1 2 0 C 

1 The old story. A cortman falls in with 
a man on the rood. He and the woman 
he had engsked to carry eat some 
pdris and sweetmeats given by the 
stranger, who calls himself a Brahmin, 
and they lose conscioosnesa and art 
robbed. 
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0 0 0 


An extraordinary caao. A man taken np 
ax a hinatiu. lie atalecl that two Police- 
men of Bnrciliy» wliom ho pointoil nut, 
had dmitired iilm with a miillum, Ho 
wad Bont to the lunatic aHylum and wnii 
there found to he really Hufleriiig fVom 
poisoning. Ha wax rvleased, but fulled 
after rclenae to identify the polieomon. 

A uBBO full of Busplcion against tho 
Poliuo. 









20 0 0 

2 0 0 










48 0 0 


ThiH ease has already been reported. A 
new friend drugged two mon ivllh pur and 
a ehilluin near Meerut. He wuh hood 
after found plyiupr hts trade In Mlrxnpur, 
iiikI an his dcHcriptioti piihliehed In tho 
JPo/icit Otizfito tallied, he waa ideutided, 
tried, and gut ten ycura. 

... 


... 



... 



61 0 0 

... 

A similar caee stiU uudeteidod. 

... 


... 






259 0 0 

259 0 0 

A man calling hlmsolf .lankl coiieoried 
with a prostitute, drugged her aud her 
servonTN, aud Mtide her oniamutitM, Uo 
wae arreeted and got four yean' rigor- 
ous Iniprisuumcnt, 







1 

1 

2 0 0 


This and tho fdur following crimes were 
committed near Chaiidausl by one Tika, 
Korl. Ill this OBHc two wuinen and a boy 
were drugged. Tho boy woh fuuud dunif. 
The man gut an aecumuiative punishinoni 
of ten years in those oases. 

... 






1 

1 

1 0 6 


A man, woman, aud child were drugged. 





... 


1 

1 

... 

. 

Two men were dragged. 






... 

1 

1 

1 0 c 

... 

Two women and five children wore dragged. 





... 
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3 0 C 

t IOC 

) Two men were drugged. 

... 




... 


6 

6 

874 0 ( 

) 260 0 ( 










0 1 < 


This ease has already been reported. A 
newly'-made friend nicked up on the 
road cooks for both, drugs and robs hie 
Tictim. 

... 

”"a 
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... 
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13 

34 

1.347 16 t 

9 617 10 i 
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R. T. HOBART, C.a, • 
Depy, Intpr.^GenL of Police, JV-TT. P. 











Poiwuing.^No. 11.— Return showing the result in eases entered in the Return of the second half-year of 1876 as standing 
committed to the Sessions and pending at close of the second half-year of 1876, 
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R. T. HOBART. C.S., 

Deputy. Impeetor-Oeneral of Police, N.-W. P, 



Poisomncrn — No III* — Betnrn showmg af rests made dm mg the year 1S77 ill cases reported in previous years. 
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A.rreit8 made in cases of prcvioos jeers 


9. The Lieu^^nant-Governor thoroughly approves Mr. Ilobart^a 
efforts to diffuse as widely as {)ossible all the available information 
r^arding professional poisoners who are still at large^^ and agrees with 
him that a vernacular descriptive-roll of these criminals will prove of 
great assistance by placing travellers and others on their guard, a The 
proposed descriptive-rolls of pfjsouers now in jaib whoso sentences are 
about to expire^ will also be most useful. They should be published in 
the Volke iiazeiUt as should also all subsequent additions and correct 
tions. .Copies of these rolls should be forwarded to other local Govern- 
ments for their information. 

His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor and Chief Commissioner will 
commend to the notice of Magistrates Mr. Hobort^s suggestion that an 
Assistant Magistrate should be deputed to prosecute poisoning charges 
at sessions courts \ and a general circular of instructions for Uie prose- 
cution and detection of these professional poison(*rs based on his recommen- 
dations^ will be issued to all Magistrates and district Police officers of the 
united Provinces. The local Governments of the Panjdb and Bengal, 
illid the Chief Commissioner of the Central Provinces, will be asked to 
issue the necessary instructions for the supply of the l\tUce GazefUz 
asked for by him. 

Cireulir from 0. Koijjibtson, Esq., St»crotai> to tli(' (Wt^innoiit c»f the Norlh- 

VVestmi rrovimos and Oudh, to all M.i^ihlrat(*R and Dopnty OoinmiNbumerb of 

Distiicts and Dwtints Suporjiitoiidoiits of Polices Noith-We^Htern Pix»vinoos and 

Oudli,— No. 58A, dati'd Nanii Tal, 30th Ma} 1S7S 

It has been brought to the notice of Ilis Honour the Lieutenant- 
Governor and Chief Commissioner that there is g(>o<l reason to conclude 
that the crime of drugging traveller and others by professional poisoners 
is far more prevalent than there was formerly reason to ujiprehend. 
With the object, therefore, of seeuring tlic more effectual repression of 
such offences, I am directed to circulate the subjoined suggestions and 
mstmetions for the guidance of all Magistrates of Districts and Superin- 
tendents of Police, whose earnest co-ojieration is r(‘(j nested. 

2. The manner in which this crinio is perjietrated is well known, 
and renders the detection and conviction of the poisoners an exceodingly 
difficult duty. As a rule, they travel alone, and <*arry out tlieir nefarious 
designs without witnesses, by drugging the food or drink of unsuspecting 
travellers, with whom they have managfed to strike up a chance way- 
side acquaintanee. 

3. A descriptive-roll of all known professional poisoners who are at 
lar^ has been prepared by Mr, Hobart, Deputy Inspector-General of 
Police, North-Western Provinces, and a similar roll of any convicted 
[K)isoners whose sentences will shortly expire is alno under prepara- 
tion. Both these rolls will be published in vernacular in the Foliee 
Gazette, 

4. Extracts from those rolls should be posted up (both in the Hindu- 
stani and local Hmdi character) at sarais and Police stations for the due 
warning of travellers. The Police and the road elidukidars should lie 
accurately informed of the personal appi*arauce of those poisoners whose 
di^ription is therein detailed, and thpy should be constantly on the alert 
with a view to thek detection. 
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5. On the report of any professional poisoning eas%the victim shonid 
he questioned as to the personal appearance of the poisoner^ and his descrip- 
tion of the offender shcuild be carefully recorded at the marest station. 
Immediate information should also be conveyed to the Police of adjoin- 
ing (?istrict8 into wliieh the offender may have passed. 

6. Should the description not tally wilh any of those given in the 
vernacular descriptive-rolls, a copy of the deposition should be forwarded 
])y the District Suj)crintendent of Police to the Deputy Inspector-Gen- 
eral, North-Western Provinces, for information. In Oiidh caries tjiis 
copy will be transmitted through the Deputy Inspector- General for that 
Province. 

7. With tiu) ohje(it of securing satisfactory corroborative evidence of 
the ])oisouer^s guilt after his arrest, it will sometimes be useful to send 
the prosecutor in charge of a Police Inspector to the places along the 
roial where he says he has been seen in the poisoner’s company, and to 
confront him with any persons, such as sarai -keepers, grain-sellcrs, &c., 
whom he may point out as having seen them travelling together. In 
this way tlie great difficulty which is often exj)orieneed in prgtpuring 
adtujuale proof of the ])oiHoiier^s association with his victim, may be most 
readily oven^omc. 

S. 1 1 is Honour is also of oj>inion that for the efficient prosecution of 
difficult poisoning cases conunitted to the sessions courts, Magistrate.s 
of districts should, wherever it is possible, depute one of tlicir assistants 
to conduct the case for the Crown, and should, as far as may be practi- 
cable, conduct the preliminary enquiry themselves. 


Circiiliir from FiOTiEttTsoN, Esq., SetTctary to Uie Governmont of the North- 
VVestcru Pruviuc('s and Oudli, to all Maj^istrates of Districts, Deputy Commis- 
sioiKTS, and Distiici 8u|Mjrintt'ndents of Police, North-Western Provinces and 
Oiidh, — No. (»5A, dated Naini Tal, 16th June 187S. 

In continuation of Circular No. 58 A, of 30th May 1878, and with 
special reference to the suggestion contjiined in j)aragraph 7 thereof, I 
am directed to say that, in .llis Ilonour^s opinion, it may also be advisable 
to send the poisoner as well as the piH)secutor in charge of an Inspector, 
when the District Superintendent of Pcdice has reason to conclude that 
evidence coniirmatory of the identity of the accused, and of his associa- 
tion with bis victim, may be secured if both are taken together to the 
places where they have been seen in one another's company. 

Should the District Superintendent of Police consider this course to 
be necessary for the purpo.<<e of obtaining’ the required corroborative evi- 
dence, he should apply to the MagLstrate of the district for permission to 
have the accused sent with the prosecutor, under the custody of an expe- 
rienced and trustAvortby Inspector, to be shown to any persons along the 
road by which they have travelled together, who may be able to recognize 
the two travellers. . 


iioviminu'ui tVnlrul J'roiw.— Nw. 96 JS-6-S0.— 600. 










